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In wain are muſly Merals taught in Schoen, 

By rigid Teachers, and as rigid Rules, 

Where Virtue ⁊uith a frowning Aſpet flands, 
And frights the Pupil from her rough Commands: 
But charmins Woman can true Converts make, 
Me lave the Precept for the Teacher's ſake ; 
Virtue in them appears fo bright ſo gay, 

We bear with 7 runſport, and woith Pride ebcy. 
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THE 


VIRTUOUS VILLAGER,. 


OR, 


VIRGIN' VICTORY. 


i PART wh 


» NDUL GING, as I faid, this 
dangerous Curioſity, I paſt from my 
Bed-Chamber into a Cloſet, adorned 
with large Pannels of Looking-Glaſs, 
the Hangings and Window-Curtains 


) k 12 were Crimion Damaſk fring'd with 
Hold: Twelve Pictures all curious 


Landſcapes, on which ſeveral little Children ſeem'd diver- 
ting themſelves, with Sports ſuitable to their Age, were 
placed between the Glafles, and at the upper end was a 


fine carved Book-Caſe, containing a little Library f 


entertaining Books, 
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This magnificent Cabinet opened into a Wardrobe, in 
the midſt of which ſtood my Toilette, covered with blue 
Taffety, embroidered with ſilver Stars, and covered with 
a fine Lawn laced round with Bru/z/5. It was furnilh'd 
with every gay Trinket, that diltinguiſhes Women of 
Faſhion from the meaner Sort {uch as Bracelets, 
Ear-rings, Necklaces, Ribbonds, Fans and Gloves. I 
could have contemplated much longer on theſe gay y Ob- 
je cis, if the Fear of being interrupted before I had gone 
thro' all the Rooms, had not obliged me only to take a 
tranſient View, 

A imall Alcove next attracted my Admiration, on ac- 
count of a fine Settee ſupported by kneeling Cupids, and 
others which ſeem'd in act of flying, bearing over it a 
Canopy of white Sattin emboſſed with Flowers, ſo na- 
tural, cne could not without Difficulty imagine them the 
Effect of Art. The Chairs were of the ſame curious 
Workmanſhip, and this as well as the Cabinet was ador- 
ned with Pictures and Glaſſes. 

From this I went into a Dining-Room, where I found 
a large Buffet well filled with all Manner of Utenſils all 
of Süver, and ſome gilt fit for a Table, on one ſide ; and 
oppoſite to it another, no leſs furniſhed with China of the 
moſt elegant Taſte the Hangings here were Ta- 
peitry, and the Floor covered with a fine Carpet 
the Window Curtains green Damaſk Jaced with Goid, 
and made in the Feſtoon Manner and in one Cor- 
ner a Screen of ſuch exquiſite Painting, that well deſer- 
ved the Admiration of a much better Judge than myſelf. 

At lait I returned to my Bed- Chamber, and paſſing by 
a large India Cheſt, the Key of which being in it, 1 
}:tte4 up the Top, and found it full of rich Silks, fine 
Hollands, Lawns, Cambricks, and Mullins, all in whole 
Pieces, to be made up into Garments, as I ſhould think 

them fit for, and was proper for all the different teaſons 
of the Year. Nothing was here omitted that could 
poſſibly be thought on, even of t'> moſt triffling 
nature, and fo well fancied, that it was not pot- 
ftble tor a Woman, who had ſpent her whole Lite in 

nothing 
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nothing but the Study of Dreſs, to have made a better 
or genteeler Choice. 

My giving a Detail of theſe Things, may poſſibly be 
looked upon as tedious, but I thought it necceſſary in 
Order to give the Reader a juſt Idea of my new Admirer 

nor indeed can I to this Day remember his Ge- 
neroſity, and obliging Attention, without the greatelt 
Gratitude ; to ſay therefore, that I was not highly af- 
fected with it, at that Time, would be injuring Since- 
rity, and tho' I could not then be convinced, as I fince 
have been, that he had no criminal Views in what he 
did, yet I freely confeſs, his ſettling me in a Manner ſo 
pleaſing to my Inclinations, flatter'd my Vanity more 
than it alarm'd my Virtue. O how dangerous a Sitaa- 
tion, would this have been to a young Creature, with al- 
moſt any other Alan than the diſintereſted Sz. Fal, or 
who had not the good Fortune, as I had, to inſpire in all 
thoſe who liked me a certain Reſpect, which would not 
ſuffer them to exceed the bounds of Honour. 

The little Repoſe however I had taken the preceding 
Nights, fatigued me to that Degree, that the Pleaſure I 
took in looking over all the fine things before me, gave 
way to the Deſire of reſting my akeingEyes, ſo threw my- 
on the Bed, and ſoon fell into a profound Sleep: the 
preſent Contentment of my Mind prevented any unplea- 
ling Dreams, and only ſoft and agreeable Ideas poſſeſt 
my ever-waking Fancy. 

I awoke not till the Day was very far advanced, nar 
perhaps had then done fo, but for the Noiſe of Coaches 


hurrying paſs my Windows; and then remembring I had 


faitened the Doors, I got up and open'd that of my Bed- 
Chamber Il had no ſooner drawn the Bolt than 


my Waiting-Woman entered: O my Stars! Madam, 6 


ſaid ſhe, with a fawning Smile, you are very timorous 
to ſhut yourſelf up thus at Noon-Day I have been 
a hundred Times I believe at the Door, to know your 
Ladyſhip's Commands, but the fear of diſturbing you 
made me forbear knocking. I anſwer'd her in a very 
' careleſs Manner; indeed there was ſomewha& in her 
Countenance that was quite diſagreeable to me there 
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are involuntary Antipathies in Nature, and from my 
Childhcod 1 was too liable to theſe fort of Prepoſſeſſions; 
but as they fometimes prove unjuſt, ſince I have arrived 
at Years of Rlaturity, I have taken no ſmall Pains to 
correct this Diſpeſition in me; and could wiſh all my Sex 
would do the fame ; for it argues a great Weaknels in the 
Underſtarding, and frequently occaſions our making an 
in Choice of Friends: many People there are who have 
very unpromiling Aſpects, yet have Souls infinitely more 
noble, than thoſe of the moſt engaging Countenances. 
But I had not yet ſufficiently grounded myſelf in this 
Maxim, and Prochen, for fo this Woman was called, ex- 
perienced it, for I neither could look upon her, nor ſpeak 
to ker with that Afability I did to others, and which, ac 
cording to the high Opinion ſhe had of herſelf, ſhe ex- 
pected from me. | 

While ſhe was doing ſomething about the Rooms, I 
placed myſelf at one of the Windows it was now 
near Sun-ſet, the Evening extreamly pleaſant, and abun- 
dance of People were taking the Air ] had not been 
ccultomed to ſuch fights, | Barut hitherto been ſhut up 
in Caſtles, or Convents in country Villages, and the 
great Variety of Objects which now preſented themſelves, 
afforded me a molt agreeable Amuſement. I was pro- 
digiouſly charmed with the Elegance, and Genteelneſs of 
the Weineu's Dreſſes ; I examin'd them with the ſtricteſt 
Obſervation, and thoſe which moſt ſuited my own Fancy, 
and that I had a Mind to imitate, drew my Eyes after 
them, as far as I was able to diſtinguiſh one Object from 
another. Ah! that ſuch Trifles ſhould have the Power to 
engroſs my Attention, at a Time, when the moſt ma- 
ternal Matter that could befall me, ought to have left no 
Room for any thing but itſelſ————But I was young, 
and a Woman. 

All my tex, if they would deal with the ſame Sin- 
cerity I do, mult acknowledge that to be curious 
in the Examination of fezch other, is blended in our Na. 
ture, and one of our moit ſtrong Propenfities—and this 
Deſire is mott commonly attended with a kind of Envy, 
ariling from Selt-love—"Tis very difficult for one 8 
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ful Woman to do juſtice to another, and as greatly as I 
have laboured to overcome this Meanneſs in me, even to 
this Day I am apt to feel ſome of its Impreſſions. 

While I was thus employ'd in making my Obſerva- 
tions on all that paſſed by, I felt myſelf claſp'd in the 
Arms of ſome Body, who taking the Advantage of the 
Poſture I was ſtanding in, took me about the Waiſt, 
without mv being able to know who held me 
bluſh'd with Shame and Indignation, and ſtraggling 
with all my Might, diſengaged myſelf, and turning 
about ſaw it was Madam de Genneval, laughing very 
heartily at the Confuſion ſhe had put me in. 

It would be no eaſy matter to ſurprize your Lady ſhip. 
{aid ſhe, you are ſo much on your Guard, and are beſide 
ſo very ſtrong, that little would be got with ſporting 
with you in this Manner. I aſked her Pardon with a 
Smile, for the rough Treatment I had given her, and 
ſhe told me ſhe would accept my Apology for this 
Time; but that ſhe would not promiſe me the fame In- 
dulgence for the future, nor indeed, added the, wiil I 
be entirely reconciled now, but on Condition you give 
me the honour of your Company at Supper. She made 
this Invitation with too gcod a Grace for me to refuſe 
her, and having given her my Promiſe, we returned to 
the Window, where having placed ourſelves, we began to 
paſs our Cenſures on all that came wichin the reach of 
our Obſervation, | | 

Madam de Genneval had a particular Talent fer this 
dangerous and 1ll-natured Pleaſure———Dreis, Fig ite. 
Countenance, nothing eſcaped ker, the Women found 
little Favour from her; and thoſe who were moſt hand- 
ſome, incurred the molt ſevere Strokes of her ſatirical 
Genius: To the Men indeed, ſhe was ſomewhat more 
merciful, but praiſed none but thoſe who were of Qua- 
lity, or atleaſt of great Faſhion in the World. | 

We had ſpent a conſiderable Time in this Amaſement, 
when the Sound of Trumpets, Horns, and Kettie-Drums, 
at well as a great hurry in the Street, made me enquire 
into the Cauſe. It is the King returning from Hunt- 
ing, replied Madam de Gernewal, we ſhall ſee him pre- 
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ſently paſs juſt before us. A ſtrange Palpitation of my 
Heart ſeized me at theſe Word. they brought 
to my Mind the firſt Time I had ſeen his Majeſty, and 
the Conſequences of my Tranſports at that Interview—— 
the Admiration my dear Marquis had tellified at firſt 
Sightof me————the Means he took to render himſelf 
acceptable to me afterwards the little Chat of our 
Viilagers on that Occaſion; and in fine, the whole 
Series of my Adventures ruſhed at once into my Head, 
and threw me for ſome Moments into the molt profound 
Reivervy———in which perhaps 1 ſhould much longer 
Þave been buried, in {ſpite cf the gay Impertinence of 
Madam de Gernewval, who continued ſtill talking to me, 
it the King's near approach had not rouzed my Attention, 
and drawn it to the Contemplation of thoſe undeſcribe- 
able Graces, which ſhone about his Royal Perſon. ; 

[ was now arrived at an Ape more capable of diſtin- 
auilhing, and needed no Inſtructions to point out to me 
my iuftrious Xlaſter tis impoſſible to expreſs the 
Satisfaction I took in ſeeing this dazzling Troop, every 
one of whom by his Air and Dreſs ſeeming no leis than 
a King, nor could have been taken for leſs, but by the 
Homage they paid to him who really was ſo. And in- 
deed ſince I have lived at Court, and ſeen the Strangers 
who daily retort thither to view the State and Magnih- 
cience of it, I have had the Pleaſure to obſerve, that 
they ſcem little leſs traniported with it than I was at that 
Time. 

The Court paſſed juſt under our Window, and con- 
trary to what was uſual, as I aſterwards was told, moved 
very ſlow; 1 was ſo deep! ly taken up with what I ſaw, 
that I never conſidered I was in a plain Undreſs, * 
Madam de Genneval, ſet out with all the Embelliſhments 
of a Woman fond of attracting Admiration. 

Good Heavens! cried, that Lady with a Self-ſufficient 
Air, what Creatures theſe Men arce———one can't be 
at a Window, but they ſtare one out of Countenance 
I beg your Ladyſhip will obſerve, continued ſhe, how 
all their Eyes are turned upon us theſe Words, 


made me indeed take Notice, that tho? all the Windows 
b were 
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were ſull, ours ce med to draw the whole Attention — 


but ſhe went on it does not much ſurprize me, 
purſued ſhe, for 1 am ſo well known, that it is always 
ſo whenever I : appear the King himſelf has done me 
the Honour to le uk on me with ſome Confideration 
not, continued the vain Woman, with an affedted Air 
of Modeſty, that J attribute this to any extraordinary 
Merit in me; but becauſe my Huſband goes every Dog 
to Court, and is very much re! LY there, his Vi 
tho" even leis agreeable than myielf, could not fail of 
being taken Notice cf See, cried ſhe, his Ma- 
jeſty looks up at us, he certainly remembers my Face 
for Heaven's ſake let us retire can fand it no 
longer I proteſt my Checks are all cver in a 
glow. She ſpoke this in fo childiſh and affected Toue, 
that I could ſcarce refrain laughing. 

In that Inſtant a Nobleman in an exceeding rich 
Hunting Drefs, made ſeveral of thoſe wh 0 were about 
him turn their Ey es on me, crying out, did you ever ſee 
any thing ſo exquiſite!) v handfome as that young Lady! 
the Negligence of her Diſhabille, fro to ſet of 
her natural Charms on this, above Twenty cf 
them check'd their Horſes, to make a low Bow to me: 
The King, who had ſtop'd to ſpeak to one of his Re- 
tinue, looked up'a ſecond Time, and took off his Hat; 
I bluſhed at this Honour prodiviouily, and believing 1 
ought not to ſtand as if I were inſenkble of it. made * 
very low Obedience. O Nladam, cried, Madam 4 
Gennt val, what is your Ladyſhip doing, no- body ever 


ſalutes the King xe ſhall be taken for meer 'Coun- 
try Gentlewomen. She ſpoke this ſo loud, that ſeveral 
ot the Courtiers heard it, as I could perceive by their 


whiipering and ſmiling one at another 3 but J was fo 
cont uſed at the reprimand, that I believe I ſheuld net have 
been able to ſpeak for a conſiderable Time, if Nagam: 
de Gernneval had not endeavoured to divert me from 
making any Reflections on it, by giving me the Names 
and Hiitory of all his Majeſty's Retinue ; but I had not 
forgot the Mortification ſhe had inflicted on me, and 1 
ſtill think my ww juſtihable. 
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Supper- time drawing near, ſhe entreated me to 
down Stairs, I would fain have changed my Head-drets, 
but ſhe would not ſuffer me, telling me I was killingly 
handſome, as I was ———we ſhall ſee you ornamented 
enough, I. doubt not, ſaid ſhe, but for once, let us en- 
joy you in your native Charms. This Compliment was 
anſwered by me in the politeſt Manner I could, nor did 
I forget to let her fee J had a very good Opinion of her 
Beauty. which pleaſed her exceſſively ; a Weakneſs too 
common with us ail, unleſs corrected by a more than 
ordinary ſhare of good Senſe. 

She thought herſelf ſo much obliged to what I ſaid, 
that ſhe took me in her Arms, begging Pardon for the 
Freedom, and cried, O how diflerent is the Behaviour 
of a true Woman of Quality, any body may ſce your 
Ladyſhip, bas never converſed with any but thole in 
high Life. I could not here help ſmiling to myſelf at 
the force ef Pre- pofleſſion, as indeed it ſoon "aſter proved 3 
for as long as ſhe took me for the Counteſs de Roches, 
the was all Complaiſance, all fawning Flattery ; but 
when, as ſhe ſoon after, had reaſon to ſuſpect I was not 
of that Quality, nothing could be more groſs in her 
Reflections. 

Preſled as I was to go down to Supper in my Night- 
drefs, I believe I ſhould not have conſented, if Monſieur 
de Gennevel had not come into the Room, and fſurprized 
us in the Debate: This Gentleman paid his Compli- 
ments to me in a graceful manner enough he had 
/ome ſhare of Wit, but like his Wife was a little too 
tenfible of it himſelf, and a Perſon of any Penetration, 
might ealily perceive it in him as Super-Intendant 
to the Duke 4 ———— he imagined himſelf Company 
for any Body, and in that Notion was ſometimes rather 
too pert and familiar with thoſe he converſed with: 
Tho' this was caiily pardoned in him on Account of the 
Diverſion the Sallies of his Wit afforded. How much 
more eaiily do ue imitate the worſt Part of a Character 
than the beſt; Madam de Genrewal had all the ſatyrick 
Diſpoſition of her Huſband, without the leaſt Grain of 
his Good nature; whenever he made a biting RE 
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the Politeneſs would not ſuffer the Perſon to feel the 
Sting; but when Madam de Genneval ſaid any ſevere 
Thing, it was done in a manner which ſhewed ſhe took 
a Pleaſure in it, and was therefore extremely diſo- 
bliging: 

'he Table was ſerved in a very neat and elegant 
Manner, and both Monfteur and Madam de Genneval * 
acquitted themſelves exceeding weil, in doing the Civi- 
lities of their Houſe. We were five in Company, a 
Relation of Madam de Gennewal, made the third Woman; 
ſhe was upwards of Fifty, but extremely gay, and told 
a great many diverting Stories, which had made her 
paſs for a Perſon of good Senſe, had ſhe not unluckily at 
lait fallen upon the Lopick of herſelf, and then began to 
tire us with enumerating the Extravagancies that ſeveral 
Noblemen her Admirers had been guilty of on her Ac- 
count, a Fault I could wiſh my Se to avoid, eſpecially 
after they are palt acertain Age, and ought to endeavour 
not to be looked upon as Triflers by their Acquaintance. 
A Gentleman, who, I was told, had a Place in the 
Houſthoid, was the very oppoſite of the Lady I hare 
juſt mentioned he could not be more than thirty 
Years of Age, yet had a ſullen Gloom upon his Brow, 
a Moroſeneſs which tho' almoſt inherent to Fourſcore, 
is ſcarce even then excuſeable ; but ſeems out of Nature 
in Youth. This ſour-looking Gentleman never 
opened his Mouth, but to contradict what other Peop'e 
ſi.d ; but notwithſtanding this Difference of Characters, 
I perceived they all agreed to make me talk, I ſuppoſe + 
excited by their Curioſity to learn ſome Account of my 
Affairs; but Monſieur the Count de Saint Fal, ſorleeing 
t ere would be impertinent Inſpections of this Kind, 
had given me written Inſtructions in what manner to re- 
ply to any Queſtions ſhould be aſked me, ſo that they 
were little the better informed of any thing they want» 
ed to know. | 
The Deſert was but juſt brought in, when a Footman 
whiſpered Madam de Gennewal, and ſhe turning toward 
me, told me, that a Nobleman enquired for m 
as I doubted not but it was the Count, I ordered be ſhould 
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be conducted to my Apartment, and was juſt riſing from 
Table to go ard receive him, but the Servant hearing me 
mention his Name, aſſured me that it was not him, but 
that he gueſs'd by the Livery it was the Duke de—The 
Name of this Nobleman ſurprized me, as I had net the 
leaſt Acquaintance with him. Madam de Genneval per- 
ceived it, and preſently told me, that if I had any Rea- 
ſons to avoid his Viſit, ſhe would go and acquaint him 
I did not ſup at: Home. On which, I anſwered, that I 

2u!d not conceive ſo utter a Stranger as his Grace, could 
poſſibly have any Buſineſs with me, and I therefore 
Choſe not to be ſeen. She then got up, and deſired 1 
would be eaſy, for I ſhould not be importuned in her 
Heuſe by any Perſon whatever; with this ſhe went out 
of the Room, making ſeveral Signs to me, which I did 


not comprehend the Meaning of, nor indeed gave my- 


ſelf much Trouble about. 

While ſhe was gone, a thouſand Thoughts ran through 
my Head at once: The Dread I had of the old Marquis 
de L V made me ſometimes imagine it 
might be him, and that the Servant had made a Miſtake 
in naming the Duke de at others I fancied it might 
be ſome Friend of his Son's, who having traced the 
Count de Saint Fal was employed by that impatient Lover. 
But I was ſoon eaſed of theſe Apprehenfions, Madam 4e 
Genneval returned laughing very heartily ; I told 
vou, ſaid ſhe, that we were obſerved at the Window, 
ſhe then run on in a long Detail of all thoſe who had 
looked up at us, and concluded with aſſuring the Com- 
pany, that our Charms made a great Noiſe at Court. 
Who doubts it, cried Monſeur de Gerneval ironically, 
every bedy envies my Happineſs in being poſſeſt of to 
fire a Woman. Youthink to paſs th s for a jeſt, replied 
ſhe, half piqued at the Tone with which he ſpoke ; 
but perhaps 1 could give you Prochs of it, would make 
ycu more ſeriou —] have juſt now received En- 
comiums, Which my Modeſty wont ſuffer me to repeat, 
from the young Duke di————, tho indeed I am not 
much flatter'd by him, for I know what he ſaid to me 
was on the Countch's Account——ay Account! 

Madam, 
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Madam, cried I ! How can that be, I am but juſt ar- 
rived from the molt diſtant part of the Kingdom, and 
have no Acquaintance———that's no Argument, ſaid 
Monſieur da Gennewal, interrupting me, your Lady- 
ſhip need to be but once ſeen, to engage a thouſand Ad- 
mirers— I happened to be in the Street when the Court 
paſſed by, and found it a Dificulty to anſwer the many 
Queſtions that were aſked me concerning you. [ 
had not then had the Honour of ſeeing your Ladyſhip, 
bnt now I do no longer wonder at their Curioſity. 

Madam de Gennewal who could never bear to hear an- 
other Woman extol'ed, and being alſo naturally jealous, 
did not reliſh this Compliment made me by her Huſband, 
and it was eaſy to perceive Envy in her Eyes. It muſt 
be allow'd, ſaid ſhe coldy, that the Counteſs is very hand- 
ſome in reality ; but if the were not fo, a new Face is 
never without its Charms to you Men————dor't you 
remember, continued ſhe, turning to the Company, the 
famous Lyonne/e that was here about two Years ago, that 
made fo great a Noiſe in the World ſhe was very 
fair, had regular Features, and an Air of Grandeur 
She no ſooner appeared in publick, but ſhe drew all the 
World after her the charming Lyoxe/e, the beau- 
tiful Lyonne/e, was the whole Subject of Converſation ; 
but the Wonder ceaſed as ſhe grew more known, and in 
a ſhort Time grew as unregarded, as thoſe of the molt 
moderate Perfections So that Novelty is all that 
now a days attracts the Admiration of the Crowd. 

939 preſently diſcovered the little Malice of this Story, 
and the Application Madam de Genrewaldefired ſhould 
be made of it; but I took not the leaſt Notice of it, nor 


could any of the Company diſcern that I was in the lea 


offended, tho' in truth I was much fo, and from this 
Time reſolved to enter into no Intimacy with a Woman 
of her CharaQer, 

After ſhe had vented her Spleen in this Manner; Well 
but, ſaid her Huſband, on what pretence did the Duke 
make his Vit? on which ſhe anſwered, that he only 
told her he had ſeen a very beautiful Lady at the Window, 


Wahoo ſceming to be a Stranger, he came to offer his Ser- 
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vice to her, in caſe ſhe had any Aſſairs that ſtood in need 
of his Intereſt or Sollicitation. Madam de Genneva added, 
that ſhe had inform'd him who I was, and that on hear - 
ing my Name, he ſaid he was very well acquainted with 
my Family ; and had a great Regard for ſeveral of my 
Relations, and would beg to be introduced to me at a pro- 
per I ime, fince the preſent happened to prove otherwiſe. 

I am apt to believe, continued ſhe, by the Confuſion 
his Grace was in, when J told him it was the Counteſs 
De Reches, that he had taken your Ladyſhip for ſome 
little Creature that came here to make her Fortune, as 
ſeveral have done, and that he need no more than ſhew 
himſelf to meet with a favourable Reception. 
This Vanity of Mankind mutt certainly proceed from 
the Opinion they have of our Weakneſs; but, ſor my 
Part, wherever I am expoſed to Attacks of that Natnre, 
] always make them repent ; for I turn all they ſay into 
Ridicule, and amuſe myſelf agreeably enough at their 
Expence. 

This, methinks, is not a very commendable Method, 
ſaid her Husband, for under the Pretence of Indifferency, 
the Lover has the Opportunity of being liſten'd to, and 
I am ſure ſuch an Indulgence cannot be for the Reputation 
of a married Woman, however ſecure her Virtue may 
be: Nor can I think that altogether ſaſe, an unguarded 
Mament may arrive, and when a Mlan has the Power of 
zgrecably amuſing the Woman he has a Deſign upon, and 
he perceives it, he would be wanting to himſelf, it he 
did not procecd to greater Freedoms, in hopes of being 
forgiven them allo. 

It would indeed have been a matter of Aſtoniſhment 
te me, replied Madam de Gennewvadl, if you had not ſhewn 
the Prerogative of a Huſband in contradicting me, but I 
muſt tell you, that if you imagine your Honour at take, 
by any Conduct of mine, it is not altogether ſo prudent 
to take all Occaſions of diſobliging me. | 

Your Uuderſtanding is rather to be blamed, ſaid the 
Gentleman of the Houthold ; I think your Huſband gives 
you daily Procts ct the Confidence he repoſes in you, by 

allowing 
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allowing you ſuch unbounded Liberties——Liberties, in- 
deed, that all the World condemns him for. 

This ſtung Madam de Genneval to the quick, and ſhe 
replied with a great deal of Warmth———a Continua- 
tion of your Silence, would much better have become 
you, Sir, than the part I ſee you have now begun to take 
in the Converſation ; and I deſire for the future you will 
oblige us with your Taciturnity. 

As he was far from a polite Man, he anſwered with a 
good deal of Severity, and made very bitter Reſtections 
on her Vanity, and the little Reaſon ſhe had for it, at 
which ſhe was provol:'d beyond Meaſvre ; and finding all 
ſhe could ſay, could not put a ſtop to the malicious Volu- 
bility he now ſhew'd he was Matter of, upon Occaſion, 
turned to her Huſband, and upbraided him with want of 
Tenderneſs, and even common Decency, {or hearing 
her ſo ill treated at her own Lable, without reſenting it 
zs the Diſpute between them threatned to 
very high, I thought it beſt to take theOpportunity of 
retiring, which I did without any Ceremony. Monſieur 
de Genneval was the only Perſon who ſaw me go out of 
the Room, and to ſhew it was. not in the Power of a 
Family Quarrel, ro render him neglectful of what was due 
to me, he roſe inſtantly, and come after me to lead me to 
my Apartment: I told him that I was extremely concern'd 
at what had paſs'd, and feared Madam de Genneval would 
not eaſily be brought into Humour; on which, alas! Ma- 
dam, faid he, your Ladyſhip is not yet acquainted with 
her Temper, ſhe is one of thoſe who in one mo- 
ment are angry and pleaſed ſhe is apt to take ex- 
ceptions at every thing, but then the leaſt word in Praiſe 
of her Wit and Beauty, brings her immediately to ber- 
ſelf——tis owing to a certain , Parr of Nature, which 
has this good Eee, that nobody regards any thing ſhe , 
ſays, when in the Humour of giving Offence. | 
I could not however help blaming him, for ſufferi 
the Gentleman to provoke her, in the manner he 
done ; to this he replied, that if ſhe was nota very weak 
Woman, ſhe would not have ſeemed to reſent any thin 
he ſaid: My Frierd, ſaid he, is a worthy and denen 

. Man, 
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Man, but of ſo ſpleenatick a Diſpoſition, that his whole 
Pleaſure, if it may be called fo, is in giving Pain to 
thoſe, who have ſo little Diſcretion, as to to be affected 
with what he ſays in fine, the Love of Contradic- 
tion, is his diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtic, and when that 
is known, who, that has any Regard for his other good 
Qualities, would not ſubmit to bear with it. I yielded 
to what Monſheur de Genneval ſaid, as ſuch a Peeviſh- 
neſs could be look'd upon only as a Diſeaſe, and therefore 
rather to be pity d than reſented : tho at the ſame Time, 
it muſt be conteis'd, a Perſon poſſeſt of it, is very unfit 
for Society ; and it 15 uſually faid of Hypocondriacks, that 
they ſay a thouland ill natured Things, and never do one; 
yet! think if what they ſay puts one out of Humour, it is 
in Effect doing one an Injury One meets however 
with few of this Way of Behaviour in France, and thoſe 
who are of it, are ſure to be ſufficiently mortified one 
way or other. An inſtance of it in this very Gentleman, 
was given me by Monfeeur de Gerneval, which for the 
oddneſs of it, I believe may afford iome Diverſion ta 
the Reader. 

As little as he ſcem'd inclined to Softneſs, Love had 
found the means of gaining Dominion over his Heart : 
Nothing could have been more enamoured than he had 
been of a very beautiful young Lady ; and was ſucc-isful 
. enough in his Addrefſes, to gain not only her Affection, 
but alſo the Conſent of er Father. Every thing was on 
the Point of being concluded, and a great Supper made 
at the Houſe of the intended Bridegroom, to which the 
Relations on both ſides were invited, in order to ſign the 
Marriage-Writings—the- Father, and Lover of the Lady, 
having both of them a great deal of Wit and Learn- 
ing, recited many curious Paſlages, but the Spirit of 
Contradiction, even at this jovfai Time, gaining Poſ- 
ſeſhon of the Lover's Mind, made him here utter things 
not very obiizing, by way of Argument, to him who was 
ſoon to be his Father-in- Law the old Gentleman 


however 1upported it for ſome time with Moderation, and 
imagined his cn Memory might fail him, tu] at laſt 
falling on a Point of Divinity, which he happened to be 
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a perſect Maſter of, he would not in the leaſt recede ; 


the other growing {till more warm, the more he was 
oppoſed, the Diſpute grew ſo high, that it was not in the 


Power of any one preſent to make either of them abate in 
their Earneſtneſs the Father to convince the Company 
how far he was in the right, went home and fetched a 
Book, which proved he indeed was ſo; but the young 
Gentleman having nothing elſe to ſay, diſclatmed both 
the Author and Edition this Obſtinacy fo pro- 
voked the Father of the Lady, that he flew out of the 
Houſe without taking any Leave, nor did the other at- 
tempt to detain him After this their Friends ens 
deavoured to make up the Breach, and the old Gentle- 
man at laſt conſented the Marriage ſhould go on, with 
this Proviſo, that he who defired to be his Son-in-law, 
ſhould confeſs he had been miltaken ; but the Friend of 
Genneval could never be brought to it, and not all his 
Paſſion for the Lady, nor all the Advantages of the 
Match, which it ſeems were conſiderable, could prevail 
on him to acknowledge himſelf in an Error So the 
intended Nuptials were entirely broke off, and the Lady 
ſoon after diſpoſed of to another, who perhaps might 
make her much more happy, by being of a leſs perverſe 
Diſpoſition. 

I could not help making ſome Reflections on this 
Capriciouſneſs of Nature, and how miſerable People, who 
had the Misfortune to give way to it, made themſelves 
and all about them; Monſieur de Genneval was perfectly 
of my Opinion, and added, that ſuch a 'Temper could 
ariſe in reality, from nothing but an exorbitant Pride, 
and that a Perſon who had any ſhare either of Under- 
ſtanding, Religion, Philoſophy, or even common Good+ 
nature, would endeavour with all his Might to curb 
ſuch dilagreable >allies on their firſt Approach; becauſe, 
if in the leaſt indulged, they preſently grow enormous, 
and ſooner or later were the Occai:on of the moſt perni- 
cious Events. After ſome Diſcourſe on this Head, in 
which he diſcovered indeed a great Fund of Senſe and 
CGood-nature, he took his leave, and I ſhut myſelf into 
my Apartment, in order to go to Bed. 


; Brochan, 
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Brochan was undreſſing me, when I heard ſome- 
body knock at the Street- door; as it was very late, I was 
curious to know what important Affair, had occaſioned a 
Viſit to any of the Family ; ſo went to the Window, 
and that I might not be ſeen, made my Servant take the 
Candles out of the Room. I diſcovered a Footman 
holding a Flambeau, by whoſe Light I ſaw a tall Man 
ſtand at the Door, which was juſt then opened by a Ser- 
vant belonging to Monſieur 4e Genneval, and heard him 
aſk if a young Lady, who arrived but that Day from the 
Country, did not lodge there. The Anſwer giving him 
to underſtand he was not miſtaken in the Houſe, he de- 
fired to know if 1 was up and could be ſpoke with. 
The Servant who had been preſent at Supper, when 
Madam de Genneval gave an Account of the Duke's 
Viſit, ani heard me ſay I defired no Company, anſwered 
the Stranger, that the Lady he enquired for was not to 
be ſeen, eſpecially by Night, and then ſhut the Door 
very roughly upon him. 

I gave myſeif no trouble of reflecting on this Acci- 
dent, not imagining it was any other tna he Duke or 
ſome Perſon ſent from him, and as {oor as Prochan had 
undreſt me, went to Bed, and ſlept with a Pranguility, 
which I may be aſhamed to confeſs in the Situation I 
then was. 

In the Morning my Waiting-Woman acquainted me 
that ſeveral Trades-P ople were come to receive my 
Commands; I had not in this J uncture, Preſence enough 
of Mind to conceal my Surprize, and 2\ked her if the 
had ſent for them. No, Madam, replied ſhe, but they 
ſay they came by your- Orders. On this I preſently 
ſuppoſed the Count de Saint Fal had given ſuch Di- 
rections, and bid Brochan ſhew them up. I found they 
were all Perſons who were to make the rich Stuffs [ 
before ſpoke of into Garments, ſo was taken meaſure 
of for Stays, Gowns, Hoops, and other requiſites of 
Dreſs. | 

I believe the Reader will ſcarce imagine that I could 
be enough taken up with theſe Triſles, not to be impa- 
tient to ſee the Count, and hear in what manner the 
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old Marquis de L V. reſented my pre- 
tended Flight; yet in reality this was the Caſe ' 
the Splendor of every thing about me, the Homage paid 
me, the different Contrivances the Work-People offered 
to me for rendring what I was to wear moſt _— 
quite tranſported me, and I know not whether I di 
not for ſome Hours forget that I was Feanetta, and 
imagine myſelf in effect the Perſon I repreſented--Even the 
Marquis whom I loved, and the Marquis whom I feared, 
had ſcarce any room amidſt the hurry of my Thoughts 
all that was of Importance was ſwallowed up in meer 
Trifles ; things of Nothing, when compared to the 
Obligations I lay under, and the Dangers to which I 
was expoſed How ſhall I excuſe this Indolence, 
this InaRivity of Reaſon ; it is in vain to go about itz 
and I am perſwaded that it is in ſuch parallel Circuſtances 
many of my Sex are led into Errors, which their Inch- 
nation would never tempt them to be Guilty of, But I 
had the Bleſſing never to be long forſaken by my 
Guardian Angel, and I look on the many Trials I went 
through, as a peculiar Inſtance of the Goodneſs of Provi- 
dence; which enabling me to overcome them, makes 
me clearly ſee the Dangers to which Vanity expoſes our 
Sex, and alſo to give them ſuitable Warnings how they 
fall into the like, ſince not one in a Thouſand might ef- 
or as I did. 
t was near Noon, when Monſieur de Saigt Fal came 
to viſit me, and as he was dreſt extremely rich, and L 
had never before ſeen him to that Advantage, appeared 
to me one of the molt graceful and genteel Men I ever 
beheld I conſidered him, with the utmoſt At- 
tention, and tho' my Aſſections were prejudiced in fa- 
your of another, could not be fo unjuſt as to refuſe him 
that Place in my Admiration which he deſerved.——— 
He now behaved to me with greater Diſtance and Re- 
ſpe than ever; as indeed al! Ferſons of a delicate way 
of Thinking, will always do to choſe on whom they 
confer Obligations — Brochan, being in the Room 
when he came, he pretended no other Buſineſs than to 
NE enquire 
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enquire how I liked my Apartment, and if I had been 
able to take any repoſe in a Place to which I had been 
ſo great a Stranger; which 1 having anſwered, he would 
have gone away; but I would not permit he ſhould 
carry the Decorum ſo far, and inſiſted on his dining 
with me, to which with much Entreaty he at laſt con- 
ſented. As I knew all this was but a Feint, before my 
Waiting-Woman, and that he could not but have Tidings 
for me of the utmoſt Conſequence, I made a pretence 
for ſending her down Stairs, and then aſced with an Im- 
. patience which was not to be wondered at, what I had 
to expect from the old Marquis, and :f chere was any 
probability I could be ſafe from his Enquiries. 
Notwithſtanding, Madam, ſaid he, I kad trained all 
the little Wit and Invention I am Maſter o, co find a 
plauſible Story, for my having been diſappointed of the 
Power of executing his Commiſſion, I am not quite al- 
ſured it paſſed current with him le flew into the 
. extremeſt Rage I ever ſaw him in, when I firſt mentioned 
your Eſcape, and afterwards would needs be informed 
of every Particular. I was not to ſeek for Anſwers to 
all his Interrogations, and mentioned a certain Time and 
Place, and many other Circumſtances of your pretended 
Flight, and the Pains I had taken to regain you, tho' in 
vain ſeemed as much concerned at the Misfor- 
tune as he was incenſed, and ſaid as many ill-natared 
Things of you as my Heart would give me leave, in 
order to deceive him. The firſt Emotions of his Paſſion 
being abated, he began to queſtion me more cloſely then 
before, and under pretence of laying the Blame on my 
Valet de Chambre, ſent for him and examined him in 
the moſt artful manner imaginable, but I knew his Fi- 
delity, and as I had before given him his Leſſon, had the 
ſatisſaction to hear he anſwered according to it in every 
particular. After he was diſmiſs'd, my Uncle appearing 
more eaſy, would have me paſs the Day with him, and 
for ſeveral Hours talked to me of indifferent a 
atlaſt, all at once reſuming the Subject, Nephew, ſaid 
he, I am not half ſo angry at the Diſappointment of my 
Revenge on this Girl, as I am amazed at her „ 
ͤ— . 1 
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———Yith the Precautions you tell me you took, one 
would imagine ſhe owed her Eſcape to ſome ſupernatural 
Means begin now to have a Curiofity to fee 
her, and provided ſhe would promiſe never more to make 
ule of her Arts to ſeduce my Son, could almoſt be 
tempted to forgive what is paſt on Account of her Wit. 


| ſtill preſerved my Caution, and dropt not the 
leaſt Hint could make him ſuſpect I was prejudiced in 
your favour till, unluckily for our Defigns, he 
ſaid, in a ſceming careleſs Manner, tho' doubtleſs, at 
leaſt 1 fear ſo, it had but too much Artifice, ' is the 
Creature ſo handſome as they tell us? or is it only to 
her Youth and Subtilty ſhe attracts ſo many Hearts? 
on which I could not command my Tongue from crying 
out, yes, my Lord, ſhe is more beautiful than Art can 
paint, or Heart without ſee'nz her conceive. He took 
no Notice however of this unwary Exclamation, but 
went coolly on in aſking me concerning your Shape and 
Stature, and whether you had fair, or dark Hair, with 
many other Queſtions, which in that Moment, fo 
ting the Interview you had with him, I anſwered with 
all the Sincerity he could have wiſhed, or I made uſe of, 
had I really deſired he ſhould no longer doubt if you were 
the Perſon he had ſeen at the Inn. 

Pardon me, adorable Feanetta, continued he, I dread 
to think, what my unwary Tongue may have expoſed 
you to; but to atone for my Fault, be aſſured, that I 
will loſe my Life, rather than ſee you ſuffer any Part of 
what my Uncle's Reſentment would doubtleſs tempt him 
to inflict upon you, ſhould he ever, which Heaven for- 
bid, come to a true Knowledge of this Affair. 

I muſt conſeſs I trembled from Head to Foot, dari 
the whole Time he had been ſpeaking ; but conceal 
my Diſorder as much as poſſible from his Obſervation, 
and after having aſſured him, that while I was happy 
in ſo generous and diſintereſted a Friend as himſelf, I 
could be enabled to ſupport every thing, I entreated him 
to favour me with the Reſult of this important Conver- 


ſation. 
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When I left off ſpeaking, reſumed the Count. 1 
perceived the Marquis in a profound Meditation, after 
which, or, I am much miſtaken, cried he, or, there is 
no room to wonder at my Son's Affection 

Theſe Words, with the Pauſes which preceeded and 
followed them, reminded me of the Error I had com- 
mitted,” and to retrieve it as much as poſſible, offered to 
go in ſearch of you all over the Kingdom ; ſaying, tho' 
the Girl is exceeding handſome, my Lord, ſhe muſt 
not be ſuffered to impoſe her little Artifices on a Perſon 
of my Couſin's Rank in the World e muſt be 
fourid, and put in a Place, where her Charms will have 
| and ſuch 
like Expreſſions, which 1 imagined might take off the 
Suſpicion I feared he began to entertain; but inſtead of 
accepting the Service I proffered ; no, no, Nephew, ſaid 
he, you have had but too much T'rouble about her already, 
what will be, will be Fate muſt have 
its Courſe, and I think to give myſelf no further Concern 
about the Matter. 

Aſter this, tho' I continued late with him, he never 
once mentioned you, and either was, or affected to be 
in a very good Humour ; but I ſhall be always on my 
Guard, and it happens very fortunately, that to-morrow 
he ſers out for Paris, and when he is gone, we ſhall have 
the Opportunity of contriving what Means will be moſt 
hkely to ſecure you from his ſearch, in caſe what he has 
ſaid to me be not ſincere. 

Whatever Apprehenſions I was in before, to hear 
that he was ſo ſuddenly to depart, diſſipated them all, 
and I behaved ſo chearfully on this Occaſion, that Mon- 
fieur de Saint Fal was perfectly charm'd. 

To convince him the more that I laboured under no 
Diſquiet, I gave him a Detail of what had paſs'd the 
Evening before, and of the Viſit made me at Supper- 
time by the Duke de , at which he ſeemed a 
little alarmed, eſpecially when I told him that the ſame 
Nobleman, as I ſuppoſed, had been to enquire for me, 
or ſent ſome other on that Errand afterwards at a very 
unſeaſonable Hour. I perceifed his Diſſatisfaction, 

however, 
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however, and as I thought in Gratitude and Honour I 
ought to do, endeavoured to diſſipate his Vexation by *- 
| giving him my ſolemn Promiſe to avoid all Viũts, and 
the Occaſion of them, fo far as not even to divert myſelf 
| at the Window for the future. On this Condeſcention, 
as he termed it, he appeared perfectly tranſported, and 
| confeſs'd that there was nothing he ſo much wiſhed, but 
had not dare to aſk, leſt I ſhoa'd look upon it as a re- 
| ſtraint upon my Liberty, which he was always ready to 
b allow me in the moſt extended manner I could expect; 
. and if I went beyond thoſe bounds, he ſhould think him- 
. ſelf happy in my preſerving, yet he would never preſume 
X to complain of it tho? ke might regret it, and that he ſaid 
. mere alſo for my ſake than his own. 
F After this his uſual Tranquility :2ſett!ed itſelf in his 
I Face and Behaviour, he entertained me with diverting 
- 
\ 


Stories all Dinner-time, and when Cloath was taken 
away, told me, that as he was then obliged to leave me, 
he hoped to be happy enough to paſs the next Day en- 
tirely with me, and that then he would endeavour to fix 
r my Affairs ſo as to be pleaſing to me. | | 
0 Theſe Proofs of his Generoſity reminding me of the 
Dependance I had on him for my Support, gave at once 
a a cheek to my Pride, and a laudable alarm to my Virtue, 
e alas! My Lord, ſaid I, what Opinion will you have of 
t me Iam in the utmoſt Confuſion at receiving 
0 Favours, which I have no poſſibility of ever returning. 

Oh, Madam! cried he, interrupting me, *tis greatly in 
ir | your Power, infinitely to over-pay all J have done, or 
. am able to do. Theſe Words were accompanied with a 
a- Look, which made me tremble for their Meaning, and 

fully reſol ved never to derogate from the Rules I had 
o | preſcribed myſelf- my Lord, replied I, very 
\& | gravely, I have already told you, that not all the Gran- 
r- © deur in the World ſhould tempt me from what I think 
a my Duty and I would much rather return to my 
e native Meanneſs, or even dare the Fierceneſs of the 
e, offended, the revengeful Marquis, than conſent even in 
ry || * Thought to what would render me unworthy either of 
a, | Heaven's Protection, or the World's Eſteem. 
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A few Tears, in ſpite of me, fell from my Eyes, as I 
ſpoke theſe Words, at the Sight of which Saint Fal 
ſeemed in the urmoſt Agony; Pardon me Pardon 
me, cried he, moſt lovely, moſt adorabie of your 
whole Sex, that I have ſuffered you even for a Moment 
to be under any uneaſineſs on my Score—No, Madam, 
I once for all, give you my Word and Honour, and 
dere to be look'd on as the moſt abandon'd of Mankind, 
if ever any Behaviour of mine contradiQs what before 
now I have protelied to you I love you indeed 
it would be Madneſs to deny it you know it; 
but what do I flatter myſelf with from that Paſſion ; - 


nothing but the hope of ſerving you, without any other 


View than that you will allow me to do ſo to | 
accept with Chearſulneſs, and void of Fear, all the Ser- 
vices I have Power to render you, by much overpays 
my doing them, and is all the Happinels I aſk. 
On theſe Conditions, replied I, I accept the Honour 
of your Friendſhip, ſhall rejoice whenever I ſee you, and 
make no ſcruple of repoſing in you, the moſt hidden 
and deareſt Secrets of my Soul. That, indeed, cried he, 
would perfectly fatisfy me———the Effects of Love, 
charming TJeanetta, are various, according to the Diſ- 
ſition of the Perſon it influences; and I believe you 
will find them in me widely different from the greateſt 
Part of Mankind. I was always of Opinion, that 
to love for one's own Sake, was no Merit to the Perſon 
beloved, the Paſſion centered in a Self-gratification, and 
miſſing it, deſerves only a bare Pity ; but where one de- 
fires only to make happy the Object of one's Affections, 
that 1 think may, without going too far, claim ſome ſhare 
of the Friendſhip, if Love is incompatible with former 
Engagements, of her one loves This, Madam, 
is the tole Aim of the Paſſion you have inſpired me with, 
and to prove it is ſo, I will labour as eagerly to promote 
your Union with the Marquis my Couſin, as he can do 
himſelf : And tho' in loſing you, I loſe all that's valuable 
in Life, I ſhall have the Conſolation to reflect you are 
convinced of my Diſunterzſtedneſs and Generoſity. 
3 The 
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The Delicacy of his Sentiments raiſed an Admiration 
in me, which as I was not able to find Words to ex- 
preſs ſufficiently, kept me from replying at all. On 
which miſconſtructing my Silence, can you doubt my 
Sincerity, reſumed he, you make no Anſwer to what [ 
ſay I fear you think it an impoſſibility for me to 
keep within the Bounds I profeſs to oblerve——perhaps 
you think I have ſome Views———yes, I confeſs I have, 
purſued he, rifing from his Seat, will you be convinced 
of what J have ſaid, if I pour forth before you the moſt 
ſecret Motions of my Soul ? | 
Inow began again to be alarmed, but reſolved to know 
how far he expected from me well then, my 
Lord, ſaid I, what are they ? if you really are that 
pure and diſintereſted Friend, ſpeak without reſerve. 
W hat is it you have to hope ? You ought to 
know me, and conſequently not to flatter yourſelf, that 1 
ſhall even in a Wiſh depart from the Engagements I am 
under, and which are ſo precious to me. Ah, Madam! 
cried he, hear what I have to ſay, and do not, I conjure 
you, believe, that under the Veil of Honour and Sincerity 
any baſe Deſtgns are concealed | love and adore 
it is true, and to merit you, would ſacrifice my Rank 
and Fortune; but would owe the Bleſſing of being yours, 
to your own Choice alone, not any Solicitations of 
\nine————Perhaps, had not your Heart been pre- 
engaged, I might by my Services and Conſtancy have 
been thought worthy of your Favour ; but as it is, 1 
would not even attempt to eſtrange you from the firſt 
Object of your V8 Let, do I confeſs I have 
ſome Views, tho' diſtant one's — Nothing is im- 
poſſible to Fate, and there may come a Time, in which 
to hope your Love would not be a Crime the 
Events of Life are various, not that I wiſh the Marquis 
ſhould alter the Sentiments he at preſent has of you, nor 
that Death ſhould deprive you of him ; but if either of 
theſe Misfortunes ſhould arrive, might I not naturally 
hope you might remember with how much Zeal I love 
you, and in Time be brought to reward it, when you 
bad the Power of doing ſo without a Crime, 
„ Monkieur 
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Monſieur De Saint Fal pronounced theſe laſt Words 


with ſo great a Tenderneſs, that it pierced me to the 
Soul.- You are not deceiv'd, my Lord, cry'd I, 
in the Opinion you have of my Gratitude, and had not 
my Heart been given before I ſaw you, to one, who 
you are ſenſible deſerves much more than I can pay, 
none but yourſelf could have have engag'd my Withes, 
ee aſlur'd, therefore, that next to him, you are 
the firlt in my Eſteem. | 
My Love is too reaſonable, auſwer'd he, not to be 
content with this Acknowledgment I no more 
will call myſelf unhappy ! Yes, beautiful Feanetta, 
I afk no farther Return for all my Sufferings, my Cares, 
my everlaſting Service: with thele Words he 
threw himſelf at my Feet, and kiſs'd my Hand in a 
kind of "Tranſport. At this Inſtant the Door was puſh'd 
half open, and I heard a Voice, the Sound of which 
ran through every Vein | knew, and did not 
know it it alarm'd - - I was tranſported 
and frighted at the fame time the Words it ſpoke 


were theſe ; 
How hawe I been deceived . IUIngrateful and 


M0 i Maid ! 

fon ſame Inſtant I heard theſe cruel Words, I ſaw 
the Figure of a Man, who in uttering them, vaniſh'd 
from my Sight. His ſudden diſappearing, together 
with the Shade of great Screen, which in Part darkened 
the Door, hindred me from being poſi ive as to the Per- 


fon; though the Voice, as well as the Exclamation at 


ſeeing me with the Count at my Feet, left me no room to 
doubt, if it were not my dear adored Marquis. 
I ftarted up and ran to the Top of the Staircaſe, the 
Count De Saint Fal, who doubtleſs thought as I did, 
was there as ſoon as I, and immediately jump'd down 
the whole Staircaſe after him; I found he orert>ok him, 
and heard high Words bet veen them, fain would I have 


gone to prevent any fatal Effect; but Terror de 


prived me of the Power, my Feet forſook me, and I 
mult have fallen down had not a Settee been near me, 


on which I threw myſelf in an Agony not to be ex- 
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preſd. To heighten it the more, Brochan came run- 


ning in, and told me the Nobleman who had juſt left 


me, and another whom ſhe knew not, were gone out 
together, ſo equally incenſed, that ſhe doubted nor but 
a Duel would enſue ; on which that Fear which had at 
firſt taken away my Strength, now reſtor'd it with added 
Vigour, I flew to the Window, and called out to them, 
as loud as I could, but they were gone too far to hear 
my Cries; and I turned to Prochan, for Heaven's ſake, 
ſaid I, run after them endeavour to bring them 
back————or I am undone, and. fhall loſe all that's 
dear to me in the World but inſtead of obey- 
ing my Commands, God forbid, reply'd ſhe, looking 
on me in a ſort of contemptuous manner, that young 
Women ſhould be ſeen running through the Streets after 
ſuch Gentlemen as they are———a fine Character I 
ſhould have, indeed ! —if I had thought I was 
hired to a Place where ſuch kind of Adventures were 
like to happen, I would never have undertaken it. 

The Confuſion I was in at this Moment was ſuch, as I 
think in no Accident of my Life I ever before experienced 
what to do to prevent the Miſchief that threat- 
ned I knew not were it poſſible for me to over- 
take them, ſaid I to myſelf, my Preſence would but en- 
creaſe the Marquis's Rage he thinks me falſe— 
what Influence would my Tears or Prayers now have on 
him ! Sometimes a dawn of Hope ſhot itſelf. 
through the Horrors of my Mind, that the Prudence and 
Moderation of Saint Fal, would prevent any 'Tragical 
Event; but it laſted not a Moment, and I again reflected 
how deaf all kinds of Paſſions are, and that it was not 
probable, the Marquis in the firſt Emotions would liſten 
to any thing could be (aid he will doubtleſs attack 
his Couſin, the firſt convenient Place they come at 
the other muſt defend himſelf———and then! 
Oh, Heaven! What then perhaps, the Marquis 
the Count or both may fall 
thoſe two noble Youths ; thoſe who for Love, 
Friendſhip, all that's valuable in Man, are not to be 
equalled in the World and is it for me, cry'd I, 
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in a kind of Diſtraction, for worthleſs me, that Live; 
ſo precious muſt be thrown away ? 

In this Anguiſh, I continued walking backwards and 
forwarcs in my Dining- Room, when Madam De Ge- 
zeval to compleat my Misfortunes, came in to me, in a 
manner very different from her former Politeneſs, and 
aſked me in a very abrupt manner, the Meuning of 
what ſhe had juſt now heard? Telling me withal, 
that her Reputation was unblemiſhed, and it would be 
worſe than Death to her, to have any Accident that 
might give room for Cenſure, to happen in her Houle. 
—— Theſe Apartments, cry'd ſhe, diſdainfully, 
were not defign'd for any Purpoſes, but what are conſi- 
ſtent with Honour ; and I take it very ill, that Mon- 
ſieur the Count De Saint Fal ſhould expole me to any 
thing, wherein my Name might be brought in Queſ- 
tion. 

] was ſo confounded at a Behaviour I fo little ex- 
pected, that joined with my other Troubles, it de- 
Aroy'd in me the power of Speech, and ſhe taking Ad- 
vantage of my Silence, and, perhaps, conſirm'd by it 
in an ill Opinion of me, continued her Reproaches with 
ſo much Malice, that what at firſt prevented my An- 
ſwer, now made me give her ſuch ones, as a little a- 
bated the Infolence of her Air.—<IJ-I told her, I 
thought her impertinent, and that I ſhould acquaint the 
Count, whom I expected back in a Moment, wich the 
Incivilities I had receiv'd in the Apartment he had 
choſe for me, and where I expected to have been treated 
with Reſpect, and that till then, I deſired ſhe would re- 
tire and leave me to myſelf. 

T utter'd this with ſo much Spirit, that ſhe could not 
preſently reply, and her Huſband coming in that Mo- 
ment, and hearing part of what I ſaid, aſked me with 


a great deal of Concern, if any of his Family had been 


wanting in their Reſpects to me. I thank'd him 
in a cool Manner for the Notice he took of it, and 
perceiving his Wife was going to ſpeak again, went to 
my Cloſet and ſhnt myſelt in, reſolved to hear no more 


of her ill-tim'd Remonltrances. f 
3 | | | 
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I now abandon'd myſelf to Tears and to Reflec- 
I look'd on all theſe Troubles as a juſt Pu- 
niſhment for accepting the Count's Offers? Why 


did J not go into a Monaſtery, cry'd I ? That weuid 


have ſcreen'd me from all theſe tempeſtuous Hurries, I 
am perpetually involved in; Love, Virtue, and Reaton 
would then have all been ſatisfied, my Innocence ſecur'd. 
as well as my Reputation. The old Marquis would 
have deſiſted his Perſecutions, and the young one had 
leave to converſe with me, when there no longer was 
any Danger of my becoming a Diſgrace to his Family? 
Why have I this fooliſh Averſion to a Cloyfter ? 
Why doe: my Vanity tempt me to appear in 
the World? Alas! how dear do I pay for the Admira- 
tion I excite, and what Miſchiefs do the few Charms I 
am Miſtreſs of, create to all thoſe who are ſo unhappy 
as to feel their Force! | 
The whole Afternoon, and part of the Evening I 
paſt in this melancholly Situation, and no Account from 
Saint Fal arrived —<— — hat could my Thovghts 
ſuggeſt, but the moſt horrid Ideas. I doubted not 
but one or the other was no more; and as the tal Mil. 
conſtruction the Marquis had put on my Behaviour, I 
ſuppos'd would make him think himſelf under no Obli- 
gation to acquaint me with what had happened, I imagin'd 
him the Conqueror, and that the poor Count had been 
the Victim to his Jealouſy ; becauſe I doubted not, but 
if he ſtill ſurvived, he would have found ſome way to 
eaſe me of the Tortures of Suſpenſe. This Belief gainin 
Strength in me, made me naturally conficer the Conſe- 
quences of ſo terrible an Affair d ubted not 
but I ſhould be ſeized as the Occaſion, though a very 
innocent one, of what my Imagination ſuggeſted to me 
had fallen out, and in fuch a Cafe I knew, unfriended 
as I was, little Favour was to be expected, eſpecially, 
as it was highly reaſonable to ſuppoſe, my real Origin, 
and all the former Accidents of my Life, would then be 
brought upon tlie Carpet; anJ'I ſhould not only be hated, 
but deſpiſed as an Impoſ ure. 
Hew natural is Self Pieſervatien ! We may 
talk cf dying for thoſe wn love; but tew there are Wie 
* 2 * ice 
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ſee the fatal Dart at Hand, would bare their Boſom to 
receive it. Not all the Grief I felt for the loſs of 
two ſuch worthy Lovers, could render me forgetful of 
my ,own Safety ; and as Flight ſeemed the only Method 
of Preſervation, I reſolved immediately upon it.— 
In this Diſpoſition I began to conſider whether I ſhould 
go; but the Impoſſibilit of being conceal'd at 
any Place where I had ever been before, threw unſur- 
mountable Difficulties in my way. There ſeem'd 
nothing ſafe for me, but to quit Fer/ailles by Night, and 
travel diſguiſed and on Foot, till I got to ſome Town 
or Village, where was a Waggon to carry me to Paris. 
There, {ſaid I to myſelf, no body will know me, and I 
may either be admitted into ſome Family as a Servant, 
or take a little Lodging and work at my Needle. Thus 
did my Fears influence me to a Determination, which 
ought to have been the Reſult of my Virtue ; but why 
do I call what then paſs'd in my Mind a Determination! 
Alas, it laſted not three Minutes, Plenty, Eaſe, and the 
Flatteries with which I had of late been treated, had 
_ Fender'd me too delicate to do any ſervile Office: 
T had forgot how to wait on myſelf, and was quite inca- 
pable cf waiting on others, and had my Palate too 
much vitiated by being accuſtomed to the guelgue choſe of 
great Tables, to take up with the coarſe Fare I muit ex- 
t to live upon, when to earn it by my Labour. 
n fine, I was grown the Woman of Quality, and could 
not bear the Thought of deſcending ; and though the 
Apprehenſions I had of being made anſwerable for any 
Misfortune, which might have attended the meeting of 
the Count and Marquis, yet I could not put in Practice 
any Means of eſcaping. 

In theſe Anxities did I remain till near Ten at Night, 
at which time my Cook-Maid, who from the firſt Mo- 
ment of her coming, took a great liking to me, and 
was beſides very innocent and goof-natur'd, came to ſeek 
me in my Cloſet. I hope my Reader will not 
think me impertinent, if I give a brief Recital of what 
paſs'd between us at this time, becauſe it happened after- 


wards to be of Conſequence, 
Bleſs 
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Bleſs me! cry'd ſhe, do you great Ladies live upon 
Air your Supper has been ready theſe two Hours, 
yet you have never rung the Bell, nor I ſuppoſe once 
thought of eating Jes Maria! continued ſhe, 
looking more attentively on me, you are weeping ! 
Mercy on us, when ſuch as you find any thing to trou- 
ble them I am rarely fitted, indeed, my 
lait Lady was always grumbling,and ſcolding, and throw- 
ing things about the Heuſe like a mad Fool, and now I 
have got one that cries like a Child : Well 
every one has their own way; but among us poor 
People there are no ſuch Fancies? Why what now 
in the Name of Goodneſs have you to make you un- 
eaſy ? You want for nothing — ——have a ſine 
Lodging and well-furniſhed———rich Cloaths 
a great Income to be ſure, and for Youth and Beauty I 
never ſaw any thing come up to you. I wonder what 
People would have; but cry your Ladyſhip's 
Mercy, added ſhe, with a low Curteſy, I had forgot, I 
warrant you are thinking of your Huſband but 
he is gone, and there's an End of huim————dor't 
grieve yourſelf, dear Madam, for one cold one, there 
are a thouſand warm ones to be had, we live in a 
Country where, Heaven be praiſed, Huſbands are as . 
Plenty, as the Plagues of a Cook: Maid. 
I could not forbear ſmiling in the midſt of my Trou 
bles at the Simile, and the manner in which this | 
Creature endeavour'd to give me Conſolation, I bid her, 
however, leave me, and told her I did not intend to 
eat. Then I'll faſt too, cry'd ſhe, it would not be 
right at all in me, I'm ſure to indulge myſelf while my 
8 Lady is in Trouble. Barbara, ſor that was her 
lame, left me with theſe Words, the Good nature of 
the poor Creature affected me very much, and I could not 
help calling her Back, and bidding her go to her Sup- 
per, well then, ſaid ſhe, if you will be A to eat a 
little Soup; I'll ſwear to you by my Guardian Angel, to 
devot as much as any four People; but, if you 
continue in this Mood, I can out faſt our Curate, and he 
is the greateft Penitent in all the Country,- and a very 
C 3 gcod 
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good Man if he did not love Money too well; if je 
were not for that, he might have been made a Saint 
long ago; but like the reit of the World he loves him-- 
ſel ft, and, indeed, I think he is not much to blame. 
grew quite impatient with this Babble, and bid her 
leave me a ſecond] Time. Yes, Madam, reply'd ſhe, 
without ſtirring a Step, I fee you are very angry, and 
you mult be obeyed how one may be deceived in 
People's Countenances -I could have ſworn that 
you did not know how to frown; but I fee now 
that you can ſcold as well as Mademoiſelle D' EHbieux. 
Mademoifelle D' Z/5texx ! cry'd I, haſtily, why 
do yeu know Rlademoiſelle D* Elbieux 7 Know 
ter, anſwer'd my Maid, yes, indeed, I have reaſon to 
know her, I was her Servant once, and had ſuch a Life 
with her, as I ſhall not preſently forget ; but, 
pariued ſhe, are you acquainted with her, Madam? 
jadg'd it would be very improper to own any Con- 
cern, I had on this Lady's Account, to this talkative, 
filly Creature, left her Folly might occaſion her to blab 
ſomewhat that might diſcover me to that cruel Enemy, 
Wonly anſwer'd that I knew her but by Name. So 
much the better, cry'd Barbara, for ſhe is a very ill- 
natur'd malicious Lady, as her Huſband, poor Gentle- 
man, wil! find [I'll warrant him. Is ſhe then married? 
faid I. Yes, Heaven be praiſed, reſumed ſhe, ſhe is 
married, and our Village is rid of her. Pray, ſaid J, 
What is the Name of your Village. Ah ! Ma- 
dam ! reply'd ſhe, with Tears in her Eyes, it is called 
2. and though it is the leaſt in the Foreſt of 
Fourtainbleau ; yet | can tell your Ladyſhip it is a Para- 
dice on Earth: I ſhall never be happy till I get into it 
again, I hope to end my Days there at laſt ; but we poor 
Folks mult do ſomething to get our Bread; and thanks 
to Providence, we are all honeſt Pains-taking People, all 
] ſhoeld fay, but one of my Neices, who ran away 
with a Marquis, and they ſay has done a great deal cf 
Miſchief with her pretty Face; but I have never ſeen 
her fince ſhe was little, I was at Service a great way s 
when 


5 


1 
F, 
n 


Virgin's Victor. 3 
when ſhe grew up, ſo have nothing to anſwer for s 
ſhe docs. 

She had no ſooner utter'd theſe Words than ſhe went 
out of the Room, and ſaw not the Confufion J was in, 
which was, indeed, too great for me to have diſſembled 
before herby what ſhe ſaid, I was convinced 
that ſhe was my Father's Silter, ſo odd a Circumſtance. 
could not but give my Pride a conſiderable Alarm. 
Good God! taid I ro myie!f, how truly milerable is 
my Condition! I have loſt all tte good Will of my 
Friends, am deſpiſed by my neareſt Kindred, ho the? 
never ſo poor, think me infinitely beneath them, as they 
imagine, I have forfeited that which alone can make a 
Woman valuable; and for what have I done all this? 
hy to be a gaudy nothing! A Toy trich'd 
and ſet up to be gazed at and admired for a- aile, then 
caſt down much more below even my mean Original, 
than I am row exaited above; —hat ſolid Good! 
has accrued to me for quitting thoſe who gave me Birth 4 
Alas ! the inceſſant Perplexities and Apprehen- 
ſions, as well as my preſent eminent Danger, too plain 
ly ſhews me Heaven is offended at my Vanity and Pre- 
ſumption, and puniſhes me in the Effects. Had all- 
directing Providence thought I ſhou'd have been a fine 
Lady, 1 had been born ſuch 3 and I am now convinced, 
all People ſhould conform themſelves to the Rank from 
which they ſprang, had I done fo I had been bleſt in 
Peace of Mind, and loved by all who knew me. 'Theie 
Reflections were followed by a Torrent of "Tears, which 
continued till Barbara, my Aunt I ſhould fay, brought 
me a ſmall Baſon of Soup, which though I kad tmall 
Inclination, ſhe in a manner forced me to eat. 

1 behaved to her with more Affability than before, 
and ſhe was more pleaſed at it, than if I had given her 
an Agnus Dei, yet ſhe was very fond of Rehcks, and 
had a great deal of Devotion, though not exereiſed in 
that preciſe manner of Mademoiſelle Brochan, my ill- 
natured Chambermaid. I durſt not, however, enter in- 
to any Converſation with her, on the Score of Made- 
mailelle D'E{5ieux, nor aſk any Queſtions concerning 
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my own Family, or what was ſaid of that Niece ſhe had 
mentioned ; for fear I ſhould not be able to reſtrain my- 
ſelf enough, to hinder her from taking Notice how 
eceply I was intereſted in it, ſo ſuffer'd her to depart 
v.thout aſking any farther Speech. 

When I again found myſelf alone, I abandon'd my- 
ef to new Reflections in theſe Moments I was 
fck of the great World, and wiſh'd for nothing more 
than to return to ray primitive Meanneſs, with my poor 
Parents ; and while theſe Suggeſtions laſted, was two or 
three times about to call back my Aunt, confeſs myſelf 
to her, and contrive the Means of going with her to our 
Village; but the Thoughts how I ſnould be received 
nder the diſadvantageous Opinion, I found they had of 
xe, deterr'd me from that Reſolution. I then 
tt ought of retiring to a Moraltery, and concealing my- 
If, ſo as never to be heard on more; but that was im- 
practicable without a Recommendation, and how to get 
ene ſpeedy enough for my Purpoſe, I could not tell. 
— — Then I thought of going to Madam De G , 
and, as I could not hope to be ſecure in her Houſe, en- 
treat ſhe would provide ſome Place for me; but I had 
already been ſo troubleſome to that good Lady, and had 
created ſo much Confuſion in that part of the Country, 
that I durſt not attempt it my Cilturb'd Imagi- 
nation preſented a thouſand Projects, which all vaniſh'd 
almoſt as ſoon as formed, either through the Impoſſibi- 
lity there appear'd of carrying them into Execution, or 
my own Want of Inclination to go about them. 

At laft, though with an Infinity of Difficulty, and a 
long Struggle, 1 reſolved to go to Paris, and try my 
Fortune in ſome mean way or other : Having fixed this 
Determiration, I wrote a Letter to the Marquis, where- 
in I juſtified myſelf in as handſome a manner as I could, 
from what, according to Appearances, he had reaſon to 
think me guilty of, and ending with telling him that he 
ſhould never ſee me more, ſince he could bring himſelf 
to make any Judgment to my Prejudice, without exa- 
mining into the Foundation. . 
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I alſo wrote another to Monſieur the Count de Saint 
Fal, in which I thanked him for all the Proofs he had 
given me of a ſincere and honourable Friendſhip ; but 
concluded, with aſſuring him I was reſolved to hide myſe!f 
forever from all the 'Tumults which threatned me, in per- 
ſevering in a Life above me. 

I put both theſe Letters into one Packet, and was 
juſt going to direct them, when it came into my Head 
again, that poſſibly neither of the Perſons they were de- 
ligned for, might be in a Condition to receive them, 
and this Imagination threw me once more into Agonies 
which almolt deprived me of my Reaſon then 
thought I could not quit Yer/ai/l-s without knowing the 
Fate of thoſe illuſtrious Rivals, and that it was my Duty 
to run any Hazards rather than be guilty of ſuch an 


Act of Ungenerolity. 


I was in an Eaſy-Chair, my Face all bathed in 
Tears, and my Head reclined upon my Hand, when 
my Aunt came haſtily into the Room, bidding me dry 


What? cried I impatiently ; here, reſumed ihe, pointing 
to the Marquis and Count, who that Moment ente 
together, here is a Proof, that I tell you no I e 
Heaven be praiſed, continued ſhe, there's no Miſchief 
done, and the wicked il|-natured Brochan will be forced 
to aſk Pardon. | 

While ſhe ſpoke, the Marquis threw himſelf at my 
Feet; he took hold of one of my Hands, kiſs'd it 
with a Fervency, which is not to be expreſt, and looking 
up on my Face, would fain have ſpoke, but was not 
able {mall need he had of Words, however, 
his expreflive Eyes ſufficiently informed me of whar 
paſſed in his Heart, and in them; I read unutterable 
Lo ve ! unutterable Joy. 

Monſicur de Saint Fal continued ſilent alſo, . 
on the Back of my Chair, which I had no Power to riſe 
from, nor to pay any of thoſe Reſpects, which either 
my Love or my Civility requued from me; but after 
he had attended the firſt Emotions of my Surpriſe ; I 
always told you, Madam, ſaid he, that my chief Happt 
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neſs wanld be in procuring yours, and I think this is now 
ſome Proof of hat I ſaid have brought you 
3 back the only Man in the World worthy of your Af- 
| ſection he ſuffered himſcif not to remain three 
| Minutes in doubt of your Conduct, and I had not the 
leaſt Difficulty to convince him of the Truth 
He is now aſhamed to think he could be capable of ſuſ- 
petting you, and you cannot in juſtice reſent, but ra- 
ther pity the Effects of his Paſſion you would 
have known all this five Hours ago, if my Uncle the 
old Marquis had not met us, and I durſt not fend any 
Meſſenger to acquaint you of what had paſſed, fearing MR 
his Curiofity might tempt him to have the Perſon fol? 
lowed. l 
Recover yourſelf, therefore, Madam, continued he, 
and enjoy without Diſturbance the Happineſs of ſeeing a 
I over no leſs worthy of you, than you of him. To 
theſe Words, he added, that he was obliged to return tio 
his Uncle; but that he would wait on me the next Day; Mk 
and then left the Room with a Bow, full of Reſpet and 
Tenderneſs. 5 
F eafrly ſaw he took his leave for no other Reaſon, 
than to give the Marquis an Opportunity of Diſ- 
ccurfing me with the more Freedom: but my Heart 
was ſo uttered in paſſing from the Extremity of Deſpair 
wt toa contrary Emotion, which the unexpected Sight of a 
ö L ver ſo dear to me, could not but excite ; that I was 
ſcarce able to return the Civilities of that generous 
Friend. 
The hurry of Spirits, or to ſpeak more properly, the 
tranſport I was in to fee at my Feet, the dear adored 
Ilm, whom but a Moment before I had beleved was 
mine no more, that I had not preſence enough of Mind, 
even to bid him quit ſo uneaſy a Poſture at lait, 
o etu helm me not, my Lord, I beſcech you, cried I, 
with this Exceſs of Tenderneſs ; fer tho” mine for you 
miy claim ſome ſhare of it, yet it ill becomes me to ſee 
you thus. No, my dear, my forever adorable Fea- 
1a, rep! el he, I'll aever riſe till that charming Mouth 
Las pronounced a ful Pardon for the Crime I have been 
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guilty of- I confeſs I have committed the worſt 
of Ovtrages againſt you in my Thoughts I was 
baſe enough to believe you capable of Perndiouſneſs 
I imagined my Couſin in poſſeſſion of your Heart 
I gave myſelf up to all that Jealouſy could ſuggelt——- 
but I acknowledge I have been to blame xceſs of 
Paſſion hurried me to Extremities, which nothing but the 
Moderation and Prudence of my Couſin, could have 
prevented from being fatal to one or both of us 

O, what have I not ſuffered in theſe Apprehenſions, 
ſaid I, ſure the Terrors of my Soul can be equali'd by 
yothing, but the Joy of ſeeing you, and finding you 
convinced how little poſſible it is, I can have one ten- 
der Thought for any of your Sex, but yourſelf. The 
Bluſhes which accompanied theſe Words, ſeemed to the 
Marquis to be ſome Remains of Reſentment in me 
again, he begg'd me to forgive him, and would not be 
prevailed upon to riſe, till I had vowed to think no more 
of what had paſs'd, as to what concerned that which he 
was pleaſed to own, had been a fault in him; but at the 
ſame Time, added, that I thonght myſelf under an 
indiſpenſable Neceſſity of entreating his Forgiveneſs in 
my turn; for having given room for Suſpicions, which 
muſt have been unavoidable to any Heart truly affected 
with Love. Forget, therefore, I beſeech you, my 
Lord, faid I, the Anxieties my Behaviour has occaitoned 
you. I know I ought not to have oppoled your Father's 
Orders, but ſubmitted to my Fate, and ſuffered the 
Count to have conducted me to a Cloyſter, rather than 
have accepted any Proofs of his Friendſhip, which muſt 
naturally expoſe me to the Cenſure of the Wotld, as 
well as your Lordſhip's Suſpicion of my Conduct 
to all this, purſued I, what Defence can I make, but 
that the very Inclination you have inſpired, enforced me 
to Things which for a Time, made me ſeem unworthy 
of your Ves, my dear Marquis, a Cloyſter had 
for me uncommon Horrors, becauſe it would have ſepa- 
rated me for ever from you, and I choſe to run the 
riſque of looſing your Eſteem by ſome Indiſcretions, 
rather than yield to the cruel Certainty cf ſeeing you ro 
more. C 6 : e 
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The Marquis preſſed my Hands with an Extremity of 
Pa ſſion, at my ſaying theſe Words, and ſeating him: 
ſelf near me; no, my charming Feanetta, ſaid he, [ 
have nothing to accuſe you of Delpair and Ruin 
had been my eternal Lot, had you ated in a different 
Manner my Father would have ſhut you up for 
Lite, he had taken ſuch Meaſures, and kis Orcers 
would with ſuch Exactneſs have been obeyed, that if 

ou had fallen into his Hands, I muſt intallibly have 
oſt you for ever This I was informed of but ſince 
I left Lorrain, an old Servant of the Marguis's, ſeeing my 
very Life at Stake, betray'd it to me, on which I took 
Polit immediately, and arrived at Madam de G 5. 
but a few Hours after my Couſin in Quality of an 
Exempt had taken you thence Judge to what an 
Extremity of Deſpair I was reduced, when I found you 
were gone that good Lady was truly touched with 
my Condition, and it was from her I learned that it 
was Saint Fal, who had been entruſted with this Com - 
miſſion; but ſhe engaged my Word of Honour to keep 
the Secret inviolably : Had ſhe not taken that Precau- 
tion, I ſhould have extorted the Secret from him, where 
he had placed you, tho' I had loſt my Life I met 
im in my return to Verſailles, as you have doubtleſs 
heard, but could not behave to him with the Candor I 
had been accuſtomed the Spies I placed about him 
diſcovered his coming here, and alſo that a young Lady, 
an entire Stranger at Yer/ailles, lodged in this Houſe— 
I preſently imagined it could be no other than yourſelf, 
and call'd laſt Night to enquire for you—being convinced 
he had diſobeyed my Father's Orders; what Motive 
could I impute it to but Love your remaining at 
Verſailles the Change of your Name 
theſe Lodgings all conſpired to turn my Brain— 
I thought I was betrayed I refleted on the Merits 
of my Couſin——your Youth——the little Proſpect of 
your being ever united to me your being ſubjected 
to the Power of him you were with, made the dreadful 
Chimera of your eternal Loſs ſeem real I watched 
him myielf this Morning, and ſaw him enter, and im- 
mediately 
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mediately after I aſked for you———a Woman pretty 
well advanced in Years, who I find waits on you, refuſed 
to carry in my Name to you, telling me ſhe was cer- 
tain you would ſee no body but the Count de Saint Fal, 
who had taken the Lodgings for you, and was now 
alone with you, and ſhe did not think proper to inter- 
rupt you———all this was delivered in a certain Tone, 
which ſerved to encreaſe my Deſpair; yet as in all 
Misſortunes, Suſpenſe is the moſt terrible to be borne, 
I reſolved if poſſible to come at the Certainty, and 
offered her ten Lewis d Or to diſcover to me what ſhe 
knew the Preſent was greedily accepted ſhe 
told me with a Sneer, that you paſs'd for a young 
Widow, was called the Counteſs 4e Roches, and that 
Monſieur the Count de Saint Fal, was continually with 
you, ſhe ſuppoſed to give you Conſolation for. the Loſs 
of your Huſband. To this, ſhe added many inſiduous 
Reflections, which I will not ſhock you to repeat, and 
of her own accord, proffered to conceal me in the Houſe 
where I might ſee you together. | 

Here I could not for bear interrupting the Marquis, by 
deſiring to know what a Servant could ſay of a Miſtreſs 
with whom ſhe had lived but two Days? to which he 
anſwered, that he was at that Time too much confuſed 
to give any great Attention to the particular Words ſhe 
uttered ; but that all ſhe ſaid tended to let him ſee ſhe 
took me for a Woman who was come to Court under a 
feigned Pretence, and had in reality no other Buſineſs 
than to make her Fortune if ſhe could Pardon me, 
deareſt Feanetia, cried he, perceiving I was ready to 
weep at the Recital of ſuch cruel Aſperſion mean 
Minds will always imagine every one like themfelves— _ 
Iam more to blame to liſten to what ſhe ſaid but 
every thing conſpired to make you ſeem guilty—this 
Woman's Diſcourſe———— Saint FaPs Viſit my 
finding him at your Feet hearing his Expreſſions 
Your not ſeeming to reſeat what he ſaid O, 
who but, like me, muſt have yielded to the Suggeſtions 
of Jealouſy and Deſpair ! I do not ſay I ought to 
have been ſo credulous, but I plead the little 9 
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there was for me to have been otherwiſe at ſuch ſeeming 
Teſtimonies. 

He ended theſe Words, with all the Marks of the 
moſt tender Affection that ever was, and from this we 
talked no more of what was paſt, and I ſuffered myſelf 
to be pleaſing'y enchanted, while his melodious Tongue 
flowed with all that Love and Wit infpired—————the 
Clock ſtriking One at laſt rouz'd me from this delightful 
Lethargy, and I reminded him, that a Perſon of his 
Sex ſtaying fo late in my Apartment, might give the 
malicious Brochan room for freſh Impertinencies. After 
ſo long an Abſence it was ſome difficulty to part, but we 
conſoled ourſelves with the Thoughts of ſeeing each 
other again next Day, he kiſs'd my Hand at parting, 
but looking tenderly on me, as tho' he paſſionately 
longed for a farther Confirmation, that he was not in- 
different to me; I preſented my Cheek, but with ſo 
many Bluſhes, and unaffected Confuſion, that he might 
eaſily perceive it was the firſt Favour of that kind I had 
ever granted to any Man, and the Tranſports he was in 
at receiving it, were ſuch as aſſured me he was convinced 
it was intirely owing to the Sincerity of my Paſſion. 

The many Reflections which attended this Day's 
Adventures, would not ſuffer me to enjoy much repoſe 
that Night; but as the greateſt Part of them were 
plealing, were far from giving me any Fatigue 
I grew more compoſed however towards Morning, and 
fell into ſo ſound a Sleep, that I awoke not till two 
o'Clock ; nor perhaps had not then done ſo, had not 
my good-natured Aunt Barbara been a little ſurprized to 
find I lay fo long, and called me ſeveral Times: She 
told me, that the Count de Saint Fal had been to wait on 
me in the Morning, and I could not but admire the 
Reſpect he treated me with on this Occaſion; for ſhe 
faid ſhe would have brought him into my Bedchamber, 
but he refuſed it, anſwering that he would not for the 
World take the Liberty to diſturb my Repoſe ; we have 
not a great many Examples of ſuch Modeſty————the 
Marquis, now my dear Hufband, has ſince confei:'d to 
me he ſhould not have behaved with ſo much Mode- 
ration, I 
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I took this Opportunity, however, of remonſtrating 
to my Aunt, that Decency required ſhe ſhould ſuffer no 
Man to come into my Chamber when I was in Bed ; 
and as ſhe had made Saint Fal the ofter meerly through 
Simplicity, and no bad Intention, what I faid to her on 
this Subject, made her extremely careful for the future. 

It was near Dinner-Time when the Marquis came 
in, if poſſible he appeared more amiable in my Eyes 
that Day than ever : His Dreſs was exceeding rich, and 
ſo well fancied that one would have imagined he made 
the ornamenting his Perſon his whole Study, tho? in 
truth no Man ever did, or does, conſult it leſs ; the 
Satisfaction in his Countenance ariſing from our laſt 
Night's Converſation, no doubt added to the Luftre of 
his Eyes, and gave his Features an additional Softneſs— 
the Tenderneſs wita which we met may better be con- 
ceived by thoſe of my Readers who have generous gentle 
Souls, than expreſs'd by any Words I am able to make 
uſe of; and for the harſh and unſuſceptible Part of the 
World, it gives me little Concern, whither they approve 
or not of the ſoft Emotions with which the Breaſts of thoſe 
who are capable of a perfect Paſſior., are filled, when in the 
preſence of the dear Object, equally loving and beloved. 

He aſked me, without doubting it, a thouſand and a 
thouſand Times, if I were perfectly reconciled to him, 
and I as often aſſured him that I was———— How 
ſwift the Moments paſſed, the Clock had ſtruck Four, 
yet I never thought of Eating, and I believe ſhould have 
ſuffered the whole Day, to elapſe in the ſame manner, 
if my Aunt, who could by no means approve of Faſting, 
had not reminded me of the Hour. The Marquis — 
an Apology for having been the occaſion of this Delay; 
but I told him that the only way to atone for it, and 
puniſh himſelf, was to ſtay and content himſelf with 
Part of what was prepared for me he was too 
much pleaſed with this Invitation not to comply with it, 
and Barbara was ordered to ferve up Dinner immediate- 
ly we had no want of a third Perſon to fill up any 
Chaſm in Converſation, we had enough to entertain 
each other with ; and after the Cloath was taken —_—_ 
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J let him into the Secret of the near Relation my Cock- 
maid had to me, at which odd turn he could not avoid 
being a little ſurprized, but commended my Prudence in 
concealing myſeif from her Knowledge for the preſent ; 
I then gave him the Detail of all had befallen me fince 
our {eparation——:elated to him the Hiſtories of 
Saint Agnes and Lindamine, and dwelt fo ſtrongly on 
the Misfortunes of the former, and the cruel Reſtraint ſhe 
was under, that he aſſured me in Conſideration of the 
tender Friendſhip he found there was between us, he 
would employ all his Intereſt to procure a Diſpenſation 
from her Vows. | 

From this the Converſation turned on Monſieur de 
Saint Fal, and I had reaſon to ſee the Greatneſs of this 
amiable Lover's Paſſion, by the Pain it gave him, while 
I made a full and fincere Recital of all that young Noble- 
man's Behaviour, not omitting, as far as I could remem- 
ber, the moſt minute Circumitance or Word that paſs'd 
between us, from the Time of his taking me from Ma- 
dame de G 's tothe preceding Day. 

I had the ſatisfaction, however, to obſerve that it was 
not in the Power of all his Jealouſy to prevent him from 
doing juttice to the Count's Merits ; be even went ſo 
far as to ſay, that his Honour was ſo much to be de- 
pended upon, that tho he knew him to be his Rival, 
yet if the Neceſſity of our Affairs requi:ed it, he could 
not be uneaſy if I were yet more in his Power than 1 
already was. I told him with a Smile, that there was 
ſomething owing to me alſo, and that he ought to rely 
no leſs on my own way of thinking, than on that of his 
Couſin. He anſwered, that he never had a Donbt of it, 
but in thoſe hurrying Moments, which I had promiſed 
to forget; and added, that he flattered himſelf, that 
beſide my Virtue, I had a ſofter Defence in favour of 


him, which would enable me to teſiſt all Attacks 


made to his Prejudice. I made no reply to theſe Words, 
but gave him a Look, which ſufficiently gave him to 
underſtand he had not been deceived in his Conjectures. 
I then aſked him, if he could with as little Difficulty 
give me an Account of his own Adventures and Behaviour 
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fince I ſaw him? Alas! reply'd he, what Account have 
I to give my adorable Feanetta ; but a long Series of 
Perplexities, Hopes, Fears, and all the natural Conſe- 
_ of Abſence, from the only Object of my AfF- 
ections. 

Take Care, my Lord, ſaid I, with half a Smile, leſt 
you ſwerve from your uſual Sincerity, when you tell me 
you were involved only in Cares for me———the fair 
Lorrainers I am apt to believe had a different Opinion 
of the Situation of your Heart, than what you- now 


* would ſeem to repreſent. 


Ah, cry'd the Marquis with the ſame good Humour, 
Dubois 1 ſuppoſe, has been tiring you with the Adven- 
tures Lerrain abounds with, and has brought me in for 
a Share, perhaps, to find how far it would affect you. 

A good Turn, indeed, my Lord, anſwer'd I; but 
that ſha]l not prevent me, from inſiſting on a Detail of 
what happen'd to you, during your Stay in that Coun- 
try. 
You muſt then be obey'd, my dear Feanetta, faid 
he, though what I have to inform you of, is little wor- 
thy your Attention. On my firſt Arrival a profound 
Melancholy ſeized me, I ſeldom went abroad but to 
Divine Service ; I grew pale, wan, my Strength and 
Appetite decreaſed by ſwift Degrees, and Dubois fearing: 
I was falling into a Conſumption, was continually im- 
portuning me to take the Air, and ſee Company ; but 
finding me averſe to his Propoſal, and that I every Day 
grew worſe, ſent without my Knowledge for a Phyſt- 
cian, who being come, my officious Valet told me, that 
in ſpite of the Reſolution I had taken to hide myſelf 
from all the World, I could not hinder myſelf lon 
from ſeeing Company, and that a Gentleman who called 
himſelf De Mourtray, was come to viſit me; I was 
afraid he had been impudent enough to invite People in 
my Name, and n to chide him in ſo ſevere a Man- 
ner, that he was obliged to confeſs it was only a Phy- 


_ whom he thought it very proper I ſhould con- 
t. 
As 
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As Dubois had done this, I was obliged to order 
Monſieur De Mourtray fhould be admitted, and was a 
little peeviſh at the Thoughts of being compelPd, as it 
were, to liſten to the affected Jargon People of his Pro- 
feſſion uſually entertain their Patients with Aſpecially. 
as I imagined I ſtood in no great Need of his Preſcrip- 
tions ; but how agrecably was I deceived, when initead 
of a formal Coxcomb, as I expected, I ſaw enter a Man 
perfectly gay, facetious, and well-bred. After the 
firſt Civilities were over, and he had in an eaſy Manner 
aſk*'d me ſome few, and thoſe not impertinent Queliions, 
concerning the State of my Health, inſtead of Phyſick 
he propoſed a Party of Pleaſure ; told me I had 
that 
whatever Ailment I laboured under was of the Mind not 
the Body; and it being a very fine Day, his firtt Pre- 
ſcription was, that I ſhould favour him with my Com- 
pany to a {mall Houſe he had about a League and a 
half Diftance : To induce me to accept his Invi- 
tation, he ſaid, I ſhould meet with ſome agreeable Peo- 
ple there; and added with a Smile, that fine Women 
and good Wine were the beſt Remedies in all Hypo- 
chondriac Caſes. 

I was ſo taken with his Good-humour and eaſy Man- 
ner of Addreſs, that I obliged him to ſtay and dine with 


me, and, indeed, the diverting Paſſages he entErtain'd 


me with, gave the Repait a double Reliſh to my long 
depraved Appetite. — in the Evening we went, as 
he had deſired, to his Country-Houſe, and found ſome 
very good Company of both Sexes ; the Men were per- 
ſectly polite, and the Ladies far from aukward, as ſome 
People repreſent them ; on the contrary, their Dreſs was 
well-fancied, and their Cenverſation as free from all 
manner of Stiffneſs and Aﬀectation, as thoſe at Paris. 

It was this obliging Phyfician, which firſt reconciled 
me to appear in Publick, and give and receive Viſits 3 
but when I had begun to do fo, my Acquaintance 
ſoon grew pretty extenſive, eſpecially after the Arrival 
cf a young Gentleman, with whom I had been ex- 
tremely intimate; and though a Lorrainer by bo 

1 * 
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fniſh'd his Studies at the ſame Academy at Paris as I 
did; and there appear'd ſo great a Parity in our Senti- 
ments, that during his Stay we had been very ſeldom 
a-ſunder. Judge how much I was pleaſed to meet fo 
agreeable a Companion, the many Diverſions in which 
he would always make me a Sharer. It was that chief. 
ly enabled me to ſupport ſo long an Abſence from my 
charming Feanetta ; among the many Ladies he brought 
me acquainted with, was Madam De Charee, whole el- 
deft Daughter he was paſſionately enamour'd with 
ſhe is, indeed, a moſt amiable young Creature, and has 
ſo great a Reſemblance of you, that I never look'd up- 
on her, but with Pleaſure mix'd with, Pain. 
Saint Alu aſked whether T approved his Choice, and 1 
anſwer'd in Terms, which very much flatter'd the 
Judgment of this young Lover. In fine, his Ad- 
dreſſes were encouraged, and a ſhort time put him in Poſ- 
ſeſion of his Wiſhes.———!n about a Week after 
their Marriage, the Bridgroom gave a magnificent 
Ball at his own Houſe, to which moſt of the Nobility 
and chief Gentry were invited. [ need nct tell you 
I was not omitted, after having given you an Account 
of the Intimacy between us indeed, I hearty 
congratulated his good Fortune, as I look*d upon her as 
a Lady of very great Merit, and every way qualified to 
preſerve the Paſton her Beauty had isſpired 3 and went 
that Evening to his Houſe with .a Chearfulneſs, which 
did not afford the leaſt Preſage of what was to follow; 
and that a Time ſet a-part for Jollity and good Hu- 
mour, ſhould be the laſt of our Friendſhip, and I much 
fear of his Happineſs, or that of his Lady. 
Indeed, my dear Feanetta, I never think on the Ac- 
cidents of this unhappy Night without Trouble, and 
could gladly be diſpenſed with, from ever mentioning it; 
but as tis probable you may hereafter hear it from others, 
and, perhaps, related in a Manner very different from 
the Truth, there is a kind of Neceſſity you ſhould know 
it, as it exactly happened. =o 
This Affair, continued the Marquis, is of fo delicate 
a Nature, that I know not well how to, relate it, nor, 
indeed, 
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indeed, am well convinced from what Motive the Occa- 
ſion of it aroſe. I aſſure you my Condition is very 
hard: I am formally accuſed of having violated all the 
Laws of Honour, Hoſpitality and Friendſhip——— 
Appearances are againſt me———my Innocence is my 
fole Defence ; and Malice fails not to interpret every 
Thing to my Diſadvantage ; before I enter into 
this little Hiitory, I therefore conjure you beautiful 
Feanetta, to recollect the former Part of my Behavi- 
our, in order to aſſure yourſelf, that the latter could not 
juſtly incur your Diſpleaſure. 

Theſe Preparations with which the Marquis uſher'd 
in his Story, made me impatient to hear it; and the 
Pains he took to perſuade me to be of his Party, ſeem' d 
to promiſe ſomething extraordinary. I was twenty 
Times about to tell him, that if I was to judge of the 
enſuing Matter, all he ſaid would only give me Reaſon 
to think I ought to paſs Sentence againit him z but as 
this would have delayed the Satisfaction of my Curioſi- 
ty, I remain'd ſilent, that he might have the Oppor- 
tunity of proſecuting his Diſcourſe, which he did in 

Terms. 
> The vaſt Concourſe of People at this fatal Ball, ſaid 
he, made the Room extremely hot, and being a little 
tired with Dancing, I quitted it in order to breathe a 
little of the freſh Air; and alſo to contemplate on my 
adorable Feanetta, who in the Eyes of my Imagination, 
far outſhone all the Beauties of Saint Alus Circle. I 
walk'd ſome few Turns in a fine Walk of Jeſſamines 
behind the Houſe, and being about to return to the Com- 
pany, not doubting but by this Time I ſhould be miſs'd 
and enquir'd for; I came into the Houſe by a Back- 
Door, which was ſomewhat nearer than the great Gate; 
in my Return I paſs'd through a Room which had a Bed 
in it, with the Curtains dof: drawn, prepared, as I af- 
terwards heard, for a Perſon who was intended to lie 
there that Night; as it had not been uſed as a Lodying- 
Room, a great Fire, notwithſtanding the Warmth of 
the Weather, was made to air it, which was all the 
Light was in it. The Change of this Apart- 
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ment, which I had before been well acquainted with un- 
der a different Form, made me ſtop a little to conſider 
it, and chat Inſtant I heard the Curtains move a little, 
and a Groan from the Bed: I ſtarted and liſtned, then 
ſaid, who is there? And preſently a Voice, which 
I knew to be that of Madam De Saint Alu, anſwer'd, 


tis I, my Lord, for Heaven's ſake, come to my Aſſiſ- 
= tance, I am fainting away. 


I ran haſtily to her, but before I could aſk, or the 
give me any Account of this ſudden Indiſpoſition, the 
Door opened, and Saint Alu came in.— He ſtarted back 
at ſeeing us. Heaven ! cry'd he, I am betrayed ! 

Falſe Woman! Perfidious Traitor! Tiis Re- 
proach, and the Occaſion of it, took from me the Pre- 
ſence of Mind requiſite to make an Anſwer, and m 
Silence, I ſuppoſe, confirming him in the Opinion of 
my Guilt, he went on railing in the moſt bitter Terms 
that Jealoufy could ſuggeſt. When I had enough 
recover'd my Surprize, as to ſpeak, it was too late; he 
was not to be appeaſed, and had we not fortunately left 
our Swords in the Ball-Room, one or both had doubtleſs 
fallen a Victim to this Miſunderſtanding. I en- 
deavour'd to perſuade him to be eaſy that Night, and 
not expoſe himielf and me to the Company, who could 
not but hear us, offering at the ſame to give him any 
Satisfaction, he ſhould require the next Morning; 
but he was deaf to Reaſon, and it ſoon after happened 


as I expected. ſeveral Ladies and Gentlemen 


came in upon us, and were Witneſſes of a Scene ſuffici- 
ent to give room for Cenſure Madam De Saint 
Alu on her Knees, weeping bitterly her Huſband 
ſtorming, myſelf in the utmoſt Confuſion. ere 

one was officious in attempting to make up this Breach ; 
though it was eaſy to be ſeen, moſt of them had their 
Zeal excited by their Curioſity of knowing the Bottom 
of the Affair. Thus was all the Diverſ-:n of the 
Night broke off: [ retired very much perplex'd 
in Mind, and I heard afterward, that Saint Alu loaded 
me with the moſt opprobious Names his Rage could 
ictate ; all was in Confuſion———and all the Company 
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broke up, and went to their reſpective Houſes, to judge, 
and talk as they pleaſed on what had happened. 

When this now unhappy Pair were left alone, the 
imaginary injured Huſband, threated to kill his Wife if 
ſhe did not confeſs the whole Truth of what had paſs'd 
between us ;—ſhe terrified beyond Meaſure at his Rage, 
and the dreadful Imprecations he had made, told him that 
it was only a fooliſh Piece of Superſtition that had given] 
him this Cauſe of Jealouly : You know, faid ſhe, 
that my Lord Marquis amuſes himſelf with Cabaliſtical Þ 
Operations, and I permitted him to take off my Gar- 
ters, for a certain Experiment of bringing me good 
Fortune. | ! 

This poor Lady thought herſelf very Politick in fram- 
ing this Story, which, indeed, being a very fooliſh one, 
look'd the more natural; it ſucceeded, however, ſo well 
on her fide, as to pacify her Huſband ſo far, as to 
make him conſent to live with her till ; he thought. 
her innocent, though weak; but me he never could for- 
give, as believing 3 have ſome farther Deſign in 
my Head, or I would not have propoſed untying a La- 
dy's Garters. . 

For my Part, when I heard this Story, as I did the 
next Day from ſeveral People, who were acquainted 
both with him and me; I knew not in what manner 
to reply to it, to ſay the Lady had utter'd a Falſity I 
thought would be unmanly ; but never could be able to 
find out why ſhe made ſo frivolous a Pretence, inſtead 
of the real one. ; 

From this Time I never ſaw Saint Alu, and becauſt 
I would not give any Reaſon for his continued Suſpi-ſ 
cions of me, avoided every Place where his Lady vi 
fited ; notwithſtanding I am inform'd they lead a ver, 
ill Life together, and that feldom a Day paſſes without 
her ſuffering from his Reproaches. 

Here the Marquis gave over ſpeaking, and I reply'd 
with a Seriouſnels, which I was not able to diſſemble, 
I am not all ſurprized at the Jealouſy of Saint Alu; 
for how innocent foever you might be of any Intentio 
to wrong him; I cannot jay, and think I may * ſe 

without 
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without being too cenſorious, that his Lady acted a very 
indiſcreet Part. Accidents like this, indeed, might 
poſſibly happen———a Woman may be taken ſudden- 
ly ill; but then to throw herſelf on a Bed, and 
call for Aſſiſtance from you, when doubtleſs her own 
Servants were in hearing her ſaying no more of 
it afterwards, and the Pretext of having her Garters 
untied, had in it ſomething not quite ſo decent, as one 
ſhould expect from a Woman of ſtrict Virtue. 
Muy Lover J found had little to offer in Vindication 
of the Lady's Conduct; but made ſo many tender Aſſe- 
verations of the Integrity of his own, that I could 
not avoid giving Credit to what he ſaid. He con- 
fels'd that he was Ri from blaming the Reſentment of Saint 
Alu; but on the contrary pity'd him fincerely, and 
ſeem'd with me to fear, this would not be the laſt Subject 
of Complaint he would have againſt his Wife. 

After this we fell into Diſcourſe of what was more 
material to us both [ hinted to him the Diſquiets 
I labour'd under, on Account of the Obligations I had 
to the Count De Saint Fal ; and told him, that I thought 
it would be better for me to take Shelter in a Convent, 
notwithſtanding the Averſion I had expreſsd to it, than 
to be expoſed to Temptations, which I was not certain 
I ſhould be able always to reſiſt. 

The Marquis liſtened to me with great Attention, and 
ſeem'd very penſive, while I continued to repreſent the 
Dangers my Virtue run ; and as a Proof of the Truth of 
what I ſaid, related to him the Viſit intended me by 
the Duke De the Conſtruction put upon it by 
Mademoiſelle De Gencval, and her Behaviour, as well 
as that of Brochan to me the Day before. Beſides, ad- 
ded I, ſhould your Lordſhip's Father, by any unexpected 
Means happen to diſcover me, I were loit forever; he 
would infallibly put the Letter de Cachet in Force 
againſt me, and I ſhould be confined for Life, whereas 
by a voluntary Retirement, I avoid all theſe Dangers, 
and ſhall be at Liberty to reflect on what has paſt, and 
wait with Patience my future Fate. 


Having 
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Having mentioned all that I thought neceſſary on this 
Subject, I was filent expecting his Reply, which was 
to this Effect, that he was perſectly ſenſible of the Truth 
of what I ſaid, and that he would conſider ſeriouſly on 
the Affair, and hoped to find ſome Expedient, which | | 
ſhould approve of to ward me from all the Dangers I 
apprehended without going to a Convent. Concluding Þ 
with a moſt ſolemn Proteſtation, that he was too nearly 
concerned in every thing that regarded my Peace of Þ 
Mind and Reputation, not to be ready to aſſiſt me in 
any proper Meaſures for the Preſervation of both. £ 

We talked near two Hours I believe on this Affair, 
without being able to come to any determination ; but 
he aſſured me he would not reſt, till he had found ſome 
method to ſatisfy all my Scruples ; after which he took 
his leave with every Mark of Affection, that could be 
given by the moſt paſſionate and faithful Lover, as in- 
deed he was, a long Experience having now convinced 
me, that in all he ſaid to me his Tongue never ſwerved 
from the Dictates of his Heart. | 

The Pleaſure which the Ardency of his Affection af- 
forded me, baniſhed for a Time, al! other Emotions from 
my Breaſt— I grew elevated, and in ſpite of all the 
Impediments that lay in my way to ſuch a Station, I 
flattered myſelf with the enchanting Idea of being ore 
Day the Marchioneſs de L J . After jome 
agreeable Reflections on this Score, I bethought myſcit 
of the Letters I had written the Day before to the Mar- 

uis and Count de Saint Fal, and went to the Place 
where I laid them, intending to read them over, and 
ſee what in theſe violent Emotions of Grief and De air, 
my poor tormented Heart had dictated; I ſearched not 
only where I thought they were, but alſo in every 
Place where I imagined a poſſibility of finding them; 
but could ſee nothing of the Packet: I could nat help 
being a little n and uneaſy at the firſt, but aſter- 


wards recollecting, that no body had been in the Room, 
but the Perſons to whom they were directed, I was 
convinced that one of them muſt have committed the 


Robbery, and was not diſpleaſed at it. 
_ 2 I 
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I wifh'd indeed that it might prove the Marquis who 
had been the Thief; becauſe in thoſe Letters I had fo 
lively demonſtrated the Love I had for him, the Terrors 
{ was in for his Safety, and the Uneaſineſs I was under at 
being compelled to receive Obligations from any other 
Perſon than himſelf, that I thought it might contribute, 
greatly to induce him to provide for me without my 
ſeeming to defire it; for as he had talk'd of making me 
his Wife, and had never by any Word or Action given 
me Cauſe to apprehend he had any other Intentions, I 
could receive Favours from him without any of thoſe 
Scruples, which muſt naturally ariſe on the Eſtects of 
Generofity from Perſons leſs intereſted for me. If on 
the contrary the Curioſity of Saint Fal bad induced him 
to take them, he would only thereby have found, thar 
I had Gratitude and Honour, without any tenderer 
Sentiments, than what were conſiſtent with the moſt 
inviolable Affection for his amiable Couſin ; therefore 
which ever of them, or both, had ſeen what I wrote at 


| a Time when it could not be ſuppoſed, I had the Power 


of diſquiſing my real Thoughts, or any further Intereſt 
in doing ſo, could not but enhance the regard that each 
were already poſſeſt of in my Favour. 

I had not the Pleaſure, however, of having my Cu- 
rioſity ſatished ; the next Morning I received a Letter 
from the Marquis containing, as follows: 


To my Souls everlaſting Comfort, the 
dear, the faithful, and moſt adorable 
Jeanetta. | 


NCESSANT Diſappointments are ſure a Lover's 
Portion, I flattered myſelf with paſſing this Day, and 
many ſucceeding ones with my Charmer, uninterrupted 
by any Fears ; but I have now the Mortification te tell ber, 
that the Commands of the Marquis de 2 
cblige me to attend him to Paris, where I muſt flay at 
leaf the remainder of this Nee -I obey with the 
leſs Reluctance, as I have ſome Affairs to diſpatch there, 
which the Accompliſhment of, will be agreeable to her whe 
Vor. II. D g takes 
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takes up all my Thoughts————be not therefore impatient 
for my Return————be aſſured that in Abſence you art 
ever preſent to my Mind, and that even Sleep takes you not 
a Moment from mim———[ have many Things to jay, but 
have not Time for any more than to conjure you to depend 
entirely on the Love and Honour of him who never can be 
but ia ail Events, | 


My drare IRAN ETTA, 
Your moſt truly devoted and 


paſſionate Lower, 
De . 


It would be needleſs to go about making any Deſcrip- 
tion of the SatisfaCtion this Letter gave me, I (hall only 
ſay it well attoned for this enforced Abſence, and fhHed 
me with ſo many delightful Contemplations, that to 
indulge them, I reſolved to ſhut myſelf up in my Apart- 
ment, till the dear Author of them ſhould return. But 
this was but the determination of an Hour, I could not 
refuſe ſeeing the Count de Saint Fal, I owed too much to 
his Friendſhip and Generoſity to deny him the only 
Reward he propoled for all his Civilities, that of ſeein 
and converſing with me, fo revoked the Orders 1 ha 

iven. 

Madam de Genneval, who was now brought into 
Reaſon, by the Remonſtrances of her Huſband, would 
ſcarce keep an Hour out of my Apartment, endeavouring 
to make me forget her late Behaviour by an Exceſs of 
Civility, which ſhe ſometimes thought to heighten by 
the moſt fullome Flattery as ſhe perceived my 
Diſpoſition inclined to Gaiety, ſhe propoled my mak- 
ing one in a Party of Pleaſure ; ſhe told me one of Mon- 
fieur de Genneval's Friends, belonging to the Board of 
Works, had promiſed him a fine Barge, in which we 
were to go up the River Seine. When ſhe made this 
Invitation the Count de Saint Fal was preſent, and offer'd 
to accompany us, ſo that I was too earneſtly preſſed to 
rake the Air in this agreeable manner to refuſe, even had 

. my 
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my Inclinations been averſe, which with my ufual 
Sincerity I confeſs were far from being ſo. 
Nothing could be more delightful than this little 
Voyage, Monfieur de Saint Fal ſhewed us the Menger, 
Marly, and Meudon, and I found ſo much to admne in 
theſe Palaces, that I grew extremely impatient to ſee 
Verſailles, and indeed a Perſon of leſs Curiofity than 
myſelf might well have been defirous of viewing the 
inſide of a Place, whoſe exterior Beautizs had fo much 
charmed me. 
Aſter this we went into the Park, where were a great 
Number of Nobility waiting to ſee the King, who that 
Day happened to come pretty late; at length his Majeſty 
appeared, and by his Preſence gave a new Luſtre to all 
the illuſtrious Aſſembly. Madam de Genneval made me 
turn my Eyes on a very graceful Perſon, who had hig 
continually fixed on me, and who ſhe told me was the 
very Duke who on the Day of my Arrival had deſired 
leaye to viſit me. This gave me ſome Apprehenfions ; I 
deſired not his Acquaintance, and the Probability there 
was, that he would join Company with us to gain an 
Opportunity of ſpeaking to me, made me propoſe going 
home much ſooner than I ſhould otherwiſe have done; 
my Deſires were too much a Law to thoſe I was among 
not to be immediately complied with, and we quitted the 
Place. 
I muſt own I was glad to find myſelf again in my own 
Apartment, without being accoſted by a Perſon, whoſe 
Character and Quality might have brought me into Ad- 
ventures, not to the Advantage of my Reputation, 
which together with the freſh Air, gave me ſo good an 
Appetite, that I ſat down to a little Repaſt I had ordered 
to be prepared againſt our return, and entertain'd my 
Gueſts, which conſiſted of the Count, Monſieur, and 
Madam de Gennewal, with as much Chearfulneſs, as tho? 
] had no Lover's Abſence to lament, no incenſed grea: 
Man in ſearch of me, no Parents who gave me over for 
loſt ; in fine, as if I had nothing at Heart but how to. 
d.vert myſelf, and make my Moments agreeable. Saint 
Fal was perle&ly tranſported, to ſee me in ſo gay a 
D 2 a Tumour, 
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Humour, and ſeemed very loth to depart ; but it growing 
late, and perceiving Monſieur de Genncwa and his Wi 
were preparing to take their leaves, he did ſo too, not 
to injure Decorum, nor give any one the Liberty of 
Cenſure; and indeed I muſt do him the juſtice to ac- 
knowledge, never Lover behaved with more Reſpect to 
a Miſtreis, as much above him in point of Rank and 
Fortune, as I was in reality his inferior in both, 

The next Day the ſame good Humour remained with 
me, a perfect Indolence, or rather a Forgetfulneſs of all 
chat ought to give me Pain poſſeſt me, and even Hopes 
and Fears ſubſided. How eaſily, Alas ! are we enchanted 
with a Life of Pleaſure! Madam as Genneval came into 
me to pay her Compliments, and my Tirewoman, whom 
I had ordered to attend me, cut my Hair, I all the time 
looking in the Glaſs I fancied I looked extremely 
amiable, and being dreſt went into my great Room, which 
affording me a fuller Proſpe& of myſelf, I could not help 
thinking that ſuch a Form as mine might very well be- 
come a Title, and that no body could blame the Mar- 
quis for being deſirous to beſtow upon me that which he 
was born to. I hope my Reader will pardon this Vanity 
in me, which I ſo freely confeſs, and which has coſt me 
much pains to humble. | 

Aﬀer Breakfaſt Madam de Gennewal aſked if I would 
accompany her to ſee the King at Maſs ; and I readily 
accepted the Propoſal, having as I ſaid before a great 
defire to be a Witneſs of the interior Ornaments of a 
Structure ſo magnificent; beſides, as I believed the old 
Marquis 4 L————-. and his Son were both of 
them at Paris, I ran no great hazard of being ſeen by 
any body who knew me. 

As ſhe told me it was Time to go, I made no heſita- 
tion, but followed where ſhe led; we paſs'd by the 
Apartments of the Comptroller of the ' Houſehould, and 
through the little Galleries which lead to the Caſtle. 
] was ſurprized to find we met with very few People, 
nd could not help expreſſing what I thought on this 
Occaſion to Madam de Gennewal O, faid ſhe. 
we are not come yet to the Court, your Ladyſhip . 

2 oon 


Virgin's Victory. 53 


ſoon find yourſelf amidſt a number of Admirers; for all 
our young Nobility are ſo of every new Face; this 
biought to my mind the Story ſhe had told me of the beau- 
tiful Lyone/e, who at her firſt coming to Verſailles had been 
ſo much followed, and afterwards as much negleCted ; 
but I regarded not the little Envy of this Woman, nor 
had much time to reflect upon it, for we preſently ar- 
rived at the Prince's Gallery, and thence paſt into the 
Apartments, where I found enough to baniſh all other 
Conſiderations from my Mind———the Magnificence 
of every thing I ſaw-——=the Height of the Building, 
the long and ſpacious Viſta's which opened themſelves 
to my View which way ſoever I turned my Eyes, and 
vaſt Concourſe of People, put me into ſuch a Conſterna- 
tion, that had not Monſieur de Gennewal, who luckily for 
me happened to be there, and offered me his Hand to 
conduct me the way I was to go, I ſhould have ran I 

know not where. 
Madam De Genneval perceived the Confuſion I was in, 
and could not forbear laughing, had it not been for 
her Huſband, who reminded her ſhe was not now at 
Home, I believe ſhe would have rallied me loud enough 
to have been heard by the Courtiers, who indeed tool 
ſufficient Notice of us without; but I ſoon had an Op- 
portunity of laughing at her in my turn, and if I had 
been as malicious as herſelf, did not want ſufficient to 
mortify that Vanity which ſhe ſuffered ſometimes to 
ſurmount her Good-nature. | 
I have already ſaid ſhe pretended to be well known, 
and have a great deal of Intereſt at Court, an Occaſions 
now ſhew'd how much ſhe deceived others, and perhaps 
allo herſelf in this Point, by ſaying it ſo often. As we 
were walking, the Doors flew open, and the King a; 
peared with the Cardinal going to Maſs—— every Body 
followed, and we among the reſt.- Madam De Gennewal, 
with an Air of Familiarity, and an Aſſurance of being 
admitted, ſcratch'd at the Chappel-Door, which a Cen- 
tinel immediately open'd half way, and faid there was 
no Room She told him her Name, and inſiſted 
on a right of Entrance ; but he clapt the Door upon her 
as 


D 3 4 


1 
© » 
i : 
11 
1 
. * 
1 # 
8 
= 
+ x 
4 
1 
W 

4 i 
„ 


3 =_ 
—_— by 4 
- 0a. 2.4 


- 


54 The Virtuous Villager , or, 


as a Perſon of no Conſequence She was ready to 
burit with Spite, and ventured to ſcratch again, but he 
cry d] have already told you, Madam, you can't come 
in pray do not be troub!lelome————with theſe 
Words he was going to ſhut the Door again, when J ad- 
vanced ; and whatever was the meaning, I know not, but 
he ſtreteb'd out his Hand, and at the fame 'Timecryed to 
her, pray, Madam, make Room-—2n this I came nearer, 
and he let me in with a low Bow, and the poor mortified 
Woman, was obliged to ſay ſhe belong'd to me, in order 
to get Admittance: But this was not the only Vexation 
ſhe endured there was but one Place left upon the 
Forms, which was given to me, and ſhe was oblig'd to 
ſtand the whole Time [ ofter'd her my Place, in- 
deed, but ſhe would nat accept it, telling me that People 
uled no Ceremony in the King's Preſence. | - 
During the Time of divine Service, I caſt my Eyes 
about, and was charm'd to behold with what Piety the 
Nobility in general attended the Prayer————noW hif- 
pering, no ridiculous Civilities to each other——— 
each ſeem'd collected in himſelf, and wholly taken up 
with heavenly Ideas, but I have fince found, that all this 
was but in imitation of their royal Maſter, who was no 
leſs diſtinguiſhable by the Fervency of his Devotion, 
hos by that Air of Greatneſs, which is inſeparable from 


i Maſs being over, I was ſo taken up with admiring the 
many curious Objects, that preſented themſelves to me in 
this fine Chappel, that I believe I ſhould have remain'd 
there till every body was gone out, if a Hand taking 
hold of mine, had not reminded me it was time to go out 
thought it was Madam De Genneval, and an- 
ſwered without turning about, when preſently ſhe gave 
me a Pull by the Sleeve, and faid———— Madam, I 
beg your Ladyſhip will reply to my Lord Marquis 
theſe Words made me indeed recover from my Reſvery 
of Admiration, and I immediately ſaw it was the Fa- 
ther of my Lover, who was ſtanding cloſe to me 


never (hall I forget the Confuſion of this Moment 


to find the Perſon I had ſo much Cauſe to dread, and m_ 
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believed at Paris, was ſtill at Yer/aillss, and fo near 
me, gave a univerſal Trembling to my whole Frame, and 
I was once or twice ready to link. 

Fortune, Madam, ſaid he, more favourable than you 
tomy Wiſhes, has once more brought me to the Sight of 
2 Lady, whole Charms are too deeply engraven in my 
Mind, not to be eafily recollected; and tho' you were 
cruel enough, to diſappoint the Endeavours, I would have 
made to render myſelf worthy of your Acquaintance, 
when I ſaw you before, it ſhall not now be in your 

wer, to hinder me from doing you all the Services your 
Merit demands. 

As much as I ſtrove to conceal the Trouble I was in, 
the ſecret Emotions of my Soul could not eſcape his Pene- 
tration What is the meaning of all this, Madam? 
cried he, is my Preſence always to give you Pain 
for Heaven's ſake, inſorm me what private Reaſons oc- 
caſion my being ſo untortunate. In ſpeaking this he 
look'd me full in the Face, as tho” he expected a ſincerer 
Anſwer from my Eyes than Tongue. I was ſo confounded 
that I knew not what I ſhould have ſaid, but Madam 
De Genneval whole talkative Humour was at this Time 
of Service to me, prevented my replying, by Ying. O! 
her Ladyſhip can have no Reaſons for avon 
Perſon as the Marquis De L—. , any Woman 
would think it an Honour to be taken Notice of by ſo 
polite a Nobleman. I am infinitely obliged to you, Ma- 
dam, anſwered he, and ſhall be yet more ſo, if you can 
prevail on this beautiful Creature to think as you to. 

In this Inſtant a Perſon who ſeem'd to be of great Diſ- 
tinction, by the Reſpect every one paid him as he paſs'd, 
came up, and whiſper'd ſomething to the Marquis, 
on which he left us with a low Bow, and accompanied 
the Courtier. 

Every one may imagine how glad I was to he eas'd of 
his Preſence, though I had no room to hope where I 
lived would now be a Secret to him; I preſently caft 
about in my Mind for Means of eſcaping, and knew 
very well the Count would aſũſt me in it, as ſoon as he 
ſhould be told of this Adventure. I was Rrangely ſur- 
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ps allo, when I rellected on the the young Marquis's 
eter ; and as I found the Journey to Paris had been put 
cf, had a right to be alarm'd at his not having acquainted 
me with the Motive, either by Viſit or Meſſage.—I was 
ſo bury'd in theſe Contemplations, that inſtead of turn- 
ing towards Home, as I leſt the Chappel, I wander'd 
back toward the Royal Apartments ; and know not how 
far my unwary Feet might have tranſgreſs'd, if Madam 
De Genneval, who as I found afterward, had been all this 
time talking to me, without my obſerving her, had not 
taken me by the Arm, and aſk'd me if I intended to ſtay 
all Day at Court. On this I perceived the Error, which 
my hurry of Spirits had made me guilty of ; and having 
turn'd back was amazed to find, what a Progreſs I had 
made through the Apartments. I now follow'd 
her with as much haſte as I could, and finding Chairs-at 
the Bottom of the Stairs, threw myſelf into one, and 
directed where to be carry'd ; as they were moving me 
oft, I heard a Voice cry out, run run and beg 
her to ſlay; Madam De Gennewal, who heard it as well 
as I, ſtopp'd the Cbair, and told me the ſame Noble- 
man, who had accoſted me with ſo much Civility in the 
Chappel, was coming down the great Stairs, and defired 
to ſpeak with me. What will now become of 
me all my Fears redoubled-————1 doubted 
not but I was diſcover'd, or at leaſt ſtrongly ſuſpefed 
for the Perſon I really was. had not power to ipeak, 
even to invoke Heaven's Aſſiſtance, in fo perilous a 
Juncture In the midſt of my Terrors, the old 
Marquis came to the ſide of the Chair; I muſt not ſuf- 
fer you, Madam, ſaid he, without taking Notice of 
my Confuſion, to make uſe of that Chair : Mine 
is here, and will better become you. He ended theſe 
Werds with taking hold of my Hand in order to oblige 
me to remove; I might have made ſome Excuſes, but 
all my Preſence of Mind forſook me, and I made the 
Exchange without being able to utter one Word. And 
he continued, you will now, Madam, go Home with 


more Eaſe, and after Dinner I will beg leave to viſit 
I reflect with Pleaſure on the happy Mo- 
ments 


you; 
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ments I paſt, when I had the good Fortune to meet you 
on the Road, and have ever fince languiſh'd for a Repe- 
tition of them you were then pleas'd to expreſs 
no Diſlike to the Converſation of Perſons of my Age, 
and I kope you are ſtill in the ſame Mind. 

Doubtleſs the manner in which I now behav'd, would 
have made him think I was very ill bred, had he not 
had ſecret Reaſons not to be aſtoniſh'd at i. with 
a great deal of Difficulty, however, and a faultring 
Voice, I at laſt forced myſelf to thank him for his Ci- 
vilities, and to tell him that I ſhoald think myſelf ho- 


nour'd with his Viſit. 
ſpoke; but afterwards 


The Chair moved off as I had 
putting out my Head and looking back, I perceived he 
was talking with Madam De Gemneval, and that they 
ſeem'd very earneſt in Diſcourſe; if any thing could have 
added to my former Shock this certainly would ; for I had 
all the Reaſon in the World to beheve, from the Humour 
of this Woman, that ſhe would mention the Count De 
Saint Fal, as the Perſon who took the Lodgings for me; 
and alſo the Encounter which had been between him 
and the young Marquis, which if he were not already 
convinced I was Jeanetta, would infallibly make him 
ſo; theſe dreadful Ideas accompanied me Home, 
and I would have given the World, to have found either 
the Count or Marquis there at my Return, but was told 
neither of them had been to aſk for me ; but in ſpite of 
this vexatious Accident, and the Cares which ſurrounded 
me, I found ſome Satisfaction in receiving a Letter from 
my dear unfortunate Friend Saint Aenes. I broke 
it open with an Impatience anſwerable to the Love I 
had for her, and read theſe Lines. 
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To my faithfully beloved, and faithfully 


loving Friend, the beautiful Teanetra. 


Dear and, amiable Companion, 


17 Never valued myſelf ſo much on any Thing, as the Choice 
I made of you to be the Partner of my boſom Secrets — 
T1 thaught from the firſt Moment I jaxv you, that you 
evere of” a Soul wholly compoſed of Generefity, but I have 
the happy Experience that what I felt for you was not a 
artial Liking, but the reſult of a true Diſcernment 
Tow unkappy ſhould T have been had I found myſelf de- 
ceived ! © And” hu tranſported am I to be aſcertained of 
the contrar Yes, my dear Jeanetta, I am no le 
Fleaſed avith your Sircerity, than I am with the E feds of 
it the lovely Lindamine gawe „e the Proofs of your 
continued Friendſhip, the deny Day ſhe arrived, and 1 
ad now thoſe of the Conſlancy of my dear Huſband 
your kind Endeatnurs have fad the wiſhed Succeſs 
my Letters reached the Hand of Melicourt, and I have 
received an Aaſtver from him, that he vill be qvith me 
wery ſhortly, to corvince me that his AſeHion is unalterable 
| I hould have wrote to inform you of this, the very 
Moment I knew it myſelf, but till I had the fawour of 
yours, I was ignorant Bow to dire? your-— Ar ſoon ag 
Melicourt arrives 1 all tell bim to whom, and by what 
meant I bad the Opportunity ef acquainting him his faith- 
Jul Wife wvas flill in being, and that I am certain will 
readily inthuce bim to evait on you at Verſailles, and give 
you al! the Particulars of what wwe have to hope or fear y 
for, my dear Jeannetta, my Fate is yet in the Balance——— 
| How it wwill be determined Heaven only knows but 
this one Thing I am certain of, that if I am condemned to 
aud my Days tn a Convent they will be but few: 
\Saveeten therefore the bitter Moments of Anxiety by your 
endearing Letters, I beſeech you-——You, alas ! know but 
too n the Diftrattions of Suſpenſe, not to pity mine, 
and a ford me all the Conſolation in your Poawer, <2 
ts 
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this terrible Situation continues, Lindamine, whom I 
have now made acquainted with your 7 , and who 
has the greateſt Tenderneſi for you, d:fires the ſome Favaar, 
er Treatment here is ſuch as her Merit demand 
from all who know her, and every Body contributes all 
they can to diſſipate her Melancholly, tho after all T find 
ſhe recerves the moſt Conſolation in her own Piety, and 
ſure never Woman was poſſeftl of more. As of Deve- 
tion nay of Mortification, I mean what. to others 
avould be fo, are to her a Pleaſure—————and e ſeems 
better ſatisfied with a Faſt Day, than ſome of us are with 
a Feſtival In fine, the whole Convent are in 
Raptures with her Virtue, a convincing Proof of qubich 
ſhe has given in refiſling a beloved Lover, ſuch as 
Bellizay. By ſome means he found out her Retreat, and 
committed numberleſs Extravagancies with the hope of 
prevailing on her to return into the World. | 

The Raſhneſs of his ungoverned Paſſion found ſome 
Fxcuſe among thoſe of us who have not forgot to love, 
but the others were ſo much incenſed, that had he not re- 
tired on the Remonſlrances of a neighbouring Convent, 
whoſe Superior is ſome way allied to him, I know not 
That Complaints might not have been made againſt him 
in the Eccleffaftick Courts, His Deſpair was ſuch as 
greatly affected the fair Cauſe of it; but by her admirable 
Senſo and Reſolution, ſhe ſurmounted this ſevereſt Trial 
our Sex can undergo———IWould I were capable of imi- 
tating her E xample———but tis in vain to attempt it. 
Adieu, my dear, dear Jeanetta, I expe ta bear 
From you with an Impatience, which can be equalled by no- 
thing but the Affection that occaſions it, and which wil 
vever grow cooler, while there is vital Heat in the 
Eofom of her, æubo it, | 


With the moſt perſed Sincerity and Zeal, _.. . ' 
- Cqveet JEANETTR, 
Your devoted Friend, . 
Saint Ans. 
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F. S. If you would bind me yours more than I am 
each, omit not giving me an exad Account of every par bi- 


exlar relating to your Aﬀairs ; as, I truſt in Heaven, Me- 
licourt, evil! foortly do of mine to en Once more fare- 
well. 


I read this Letter over and over with a ſatisfaction 
which only a true Friendſhip is capable of inſpiring — 
it was indeed ſo great, that while thus employed, I felt 
not my own Cares, and for a time forgct the Dangers 
IT was in———my Apprel enſions might perhaps have 
had a longer Truce, but for Madam de Genneval, who 
came in and revived them all. 

How reſerved you were, ſaid ſhe, not to on you 
had any Acquaintance with the Marquis de L V. 
u ſeems he knows you very well. He may do fo, 
anſwered I, diſſembling my Confuſton, but then his 
Lordſhip has the Advantage of me, for till you told 
me I was ignorant of his Name. How, reſumed ſhe, 
with an Air of Surprize, did he not meet you at a Village 
as you were proſecuting your Journey to Fer ſailles. 
Yes, faid I, perceiving he had acquainted her with this 
Particular ; but he might have told you that it was but 
by Accident, and that we ſaw each other but for a ſhort 
time. Ah, Madam, reſumed ſhe, he ſaid that to avoid his 
Inquiries you quitted the Inn before Day-break 
fo his Curioſity remaining unſatisfied, I ſuppoſe occa- 
fioned his aſking me a great many Queſtions— 
but really, Madam, purſued ſhe, your Ladyſhip has 
been ſo very reſerved to me, that I was able to give but 
an imperſect Account of any thing relating to you, and 
was obliged to content myſelf with aſſuring him, that lie 


had no Reaſon to doubt of being informed of all he de- 
fred to know from yourſelf. 
My Aunt Barbara was then ſerving Dinner ; 


which broke off a Converſation wholly diſa ble to 
me, Madam % Genzeval retired and I fat down to Table, 
tho' any one may believe with little inclination to eat 
Never was Diſtraction of Mind greater than mine was 

at 


up to Tears and Complainings. 
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at this Time lam now at Liberty, ſaid I to my- 
ſelf, am attended, am Miſtreſs of my own Table; but 
Heaven only knows in what manner I may be ſerved to- 
morrow, or Where diſpoſed 4 inſulted, upbraided 
both for what I am, and what I am not guilty of, by the 
incxorable old Marquis, who now but counterfeits a Com- 
plaiſance to make the Indignities he deſigns to offer me 
more grievous——O, where is his Son? ſhall I 
never ſee him more What can have hindred him 
from letting me know the Journey to Paris was put off, 
and where Saint Fal; am I abandoned both by 
Friend and Lover, at a Time when more than (ver I 
ſtand in need of their Advice and Aſſiſtance ? 

Theſe terrible Reflections kept me from knowing even 
that I was at Tabie ; but my poor Barbara with a great 
deal of Tenderneſs, and as much Manners as ſhe 
was Miſtreſs of, reminded me, and begg'd I would at 
leaſt taſte of what ſhe had provided to get rid of 
her Importunities I forced myſelf to ſwallow ſomething, 
and telling her I ſhould perhaps have a better Appetite 
at Night, ſhe took away the Cloath, and I withdrew ) 
to my Cloſet, and ſhut myſelf in, that I might give myſelf 
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» BELIEVE there are none of my 
Readers, but will allow I had ſuffi- 
cient Cauſe for Apprehenſions, yet 
after having given Vent to my Sor- 
| rows, I did not, however, give my- 
ia elf over for loſt. Happy are 
SORSABo they whoſe Misfortunes happen in 
their Youth, when Nature is in perfect Vigour, it 
throws off all Ills as well of Mind as Body, without 
any other Aſſiſtance than its own ; and if a ſmall 
thing depreſſes for a Moment, a ſmaller yet elates.—— 
I am very certain that now, though I am not old, I 
could not ſeel the Weight of any one of the m_ 
$ 
* 


wy 
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leſs Vexations, which are the Subject of theſe Memoirs, 
without ſinking under it. But to return 

I began now to flatter myſelf, that my Fears had 
painted the Danger - of the old Marquis's Acquaintance 
with me, in Colours ſtronger than the realit/ 
reflected that he could not be certain, I was that 
Jeanetta whom he ſo much hated ; that at the worſt he 
could but have entertain'd a bare Suſpicion of it; and 
that the beſt Step I could take in ſo nice a ſuncture, 
was to behave in a Manner which ſhould take away all 
Probability, I was the Perſon he was in ſearch of. 
While this dwelt in my Thoughts, I endeavour'd to 
aſſume a Serenity of Countenance, that I might receive 
him when he came with a Politeneſs and Chearſulneſs, 
that ſhould appear wholly unconcern'd ; I was juſt about 
ſettling myſelf to act this Part, when it came into my 
Head ; that there was a Poſſibility his Son might come 
while he was with me, and that to ſee him there, 
would infallibly confirm his Suſpicions. This Confide- 
rations brought back all the Anxieties I had fo lately 
baniſh'd, and the Terrors of ſuch a Meeting, put me 
upon contriving Means to prevent it———all that I 
could think on was to write immediately to the young 
Marquis, acquaint him with what had happened to me, 


and deſire him, if he deſign'd to ſee me that Day, to 


retard his Viſit till * late at Night. 

After fixing on this, I was not long in putting it in 
Execution, my time would not permit me to write 
much, but what I faid was to the Purpoſe ; but havi 
finiſh'd my Letter, a new Difficulty ſtarted up, whic 
was how to get it deliver'd ; Barbara I knew was faith- 
ful, but then I ſhould run no leſs Hazard by her Sim- 
plicity than I ſhould have done by the Treachery of 
another, ſo reſoly'd to truſt no-body to be the Meſſen- 
ger but myſelf. 

I therefore order'd a Chair, but having never heard 
where] my dear Marquis lodg'd, I aſk'd the Men, if 
they knew the Marquis De L———/————, who told 
me they did, and would carry me thither. I bid them 
ſtop at the Door, and ſent in him that ſegmed the moſt 


Proper 
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r of the two to deliver a Meſſage, with my Letter, 
ttrictly charging him to give it into his own Hand; but 
the Agitation I was in, made me forget the moſt impor- 
tant. Precaution, nor had I time to reflect I had done 
amils, before the Fellow return'd, and told me, that my 
Lord Marquis was at Table; but one of his Men was gone 
in to acquaint him. As I had no Deſign of ſpeaking to 
him in ſo publick a Place, where I ſaw Servants con- 
tinually hurrying backward and forward, I bid the 
Chairman go in again, and ſend my Letter up, and 
then return and carry me Home.— He was juſt 

ing to obey me when I ſaw Dubois, on which 1 
batch d it out of his Hand, and call'd that Valet to 
me. Never was any Surprize to his, at the Sight 
of me. He look'd ſtedfaſtly on me for ſome 
Moments without th, trons to ſpeak, and I believe the 

reſs, from that I wore when he 
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5 difference of my 
. [2 ſaw me, join'd to meeting me in a Place, where of 
BE all the World he could leaſt have expected I ſhould 
come, made him at firſt a little doubtful if it were me, 
1 1 or ſome one who reſembled me that called to him. 


My ſpeaking a ſecond time, however, aſſured him of 
the Truth, and as I held the Letter to him, Ah, Ma- 
dam! cry'd he, what is the meaning of this to 
what Dangers do you expoſe yourſelf———how hap- 
$ it that you thus run an your DeſtruQtion ? 

y Maſter is at Paris, and if it be him you want, as 
without all Queſtion it is, ſome Accident or other has de- 
ceiv'd you — the old Marquis lodges here, and all 
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37 is diſcover d if you appear O Heaven! ſaid I, what 
LES * is it I hear———you may be certain, indeed, that I 
7 j 5 never deſign'd my Letter for him. Fly then immedi- 
MW ately, reſumed he, for my old Maſter will be here this 
5 Minute he has been told a handſome Lady waits 
+34 for him, and he has too much Complaiſance for all who 
| : 1 are ſo, to make you ſtay long I tremble for fear 
+83 he ſhould come before you are gone. 
1 On this I called out to be carry d Home, but one of 
1 the Chairman, imagining I ſhould ſtay, was out of the 
+ way ; the Terror 1 was in, made me order the other 
We 0 
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to open the Door, chuſing rather to walk to my Lodg- 
ing, than be catch'd in this Viſit by the Marquis; but 
the Fellow, rather than loſe his Fare, would needs ran 
and ſearch for his Partner, ſo that his Obſtinacy took 
from me the power of making my Eſcape ; Dubois be- 
ing called away as ſoon as he done — to me. 

In fine, my Lord Marquis accompanied by the Duke 
De , the ſame who had been to vifit me, and 
was refuſed by Madam De Geneval, and ſeveral other 
Noblemen, came into the Hall, and my Chairmen be- 


- ing order'd to carry me in, I was compell'd to intro- 


duce myſelf to all this Company. The Marquis no 
ſooner ſaw me, than with an Air of Satisfaction 
good God ! Madam ! cry'd he, why have you done me 
the Honour to prevent a Viſit I ought to have made be- 
fore, and which nothing but the good Company you ſee 
here could have retarded: As he ſpoke thele Words he 
took me out of the Chair, and I ſuffered him to lead 
me up Stairs with a Conſternation, which it 1s utterly 
impoſſible to expreſs. | 

When I reflected on what the Marquis muſt think, 
to find a Woman who had taken ſo much Pains to fly 
from him on the Road, and who had betrayed fo viſible 
a Confuſion at ſeeing him in the Morning, now come 
to ſeek him in his own Houſe, and teſtify an Impa- 
tience at meeting him again, I was ready to fink 
every Ste - without doubt, thought I, if he does 
not know me for Feanetta, and by that Knowledge 
penetrate into the Cauſe of my being here ; he muſt 
look upon me as a very bold and alſo ignorant Creature, 
and, indeed, in ſpite of the Apprebenſions I was in 
on his Account, 1 had ſuch a Reſpe& for him, that to 
ſuffer in his Opinion was almoſt as dreadful ro me, as 
all that could have happened on my Diſcovery. | 

As we paſs'd through a Gallery that led to the Mar- 
quis's Drawing- Room; Dubois placed himſelf in my 
way, and put his Finger on his Mouth asa Signal to 
me, that whatever Queſtions I ſhould be aſk'd to con- 
ſels nothing: And I think this Valet's Caution inſpired me 
both with Prudence and Aflurance ; for by the time we 

were 
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were got into Room, I had recolleted how to behave, 
and ſo well diſſembled the ſecret Confuſion I was in, 
that I believe it was not at all viſible in my Countenance. 


As ſoon as we were ſeated, if I had known who you 


were, my Lord, ſaid I, addreſſing myſelf to the Father 
of my Lover, I ſhould not have omitted waiting on 
you the Moment I arrived at Fer/ailles, with my grate- 
ful Acknowledgments, for the kind Concern you were 
pleaſed to expreſs for my Illneſs, when Chance gave me 
the Honour of meeting your Lordſhip at the Vittage. 
O! Madam ! reply'd he, when Beauty and Merit ſuch 
as yours ſuffers, it becomes a general Concern, and I 
am very certain no Man in my Place, but muſt have 


been ſenſibly touch'd at your Indiſpoſition; all that I can 


fay is, that none could be more ſo than myſelf, though 
in ſome, perhaps, it might ariſe from different Motives. 
I was then at a Loſs to comprehend the meaning of 
theſe laſt Words, though afterwards I found the nig: 
ma ſolv'd ina manner, which at that Time was far from 
my Imagination. 

All the Campany added to the Compliments made 


me by the Marquis, and I was praiſed in a Faſhion ſo 
flattering to my Vanity, that all the Trouble of Mind 


I was fo lately in, vyaniſt'd by s, and I fat with 
all the Indolence and Unconcern of a Perſon who had 
nothing to think on, but how to make herſelf admired, 

In fine, I appear'd ſo gay, ſo chearful, and an- 
ſwer'd the polite things ſaid to me, in ſo eaſy and un- 


affected a manner, as charm'd the whole Aſſembly. The 


Duke De aſked me if it were in his power to be 
any way ſerviceable to me at Court; on which I an- 
ſwer ' d according to the Story Saint Fal had framed for 
me, that I did not doubt but I ſhould have Occaſion for 
Advocates in the Affair which brought me to Yer /ailles. 
[ told him, that my deceas'd Huſband had ſpent 
a handſome Fortune in the Service of his Country ; and 
that I had ſome hope of being thought worthy of a Pen- 
fion ſufficient to ſupport me in a Monaſtery, where | 
deſign'd to paſs the Remainder of my Days. I had nd 
ſooner mention'd a Monaſtery, than the old nas 
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and all preſent exclaim'd againſt my taking ſuch a Re- 
ſolution. Every one offer'd me his Intereſt for the 
Succeſs of my Suit; but ſaid it ſhould be on Condition I 
would baniſh all Thoughts of ſhutting myſelf up; and 
each ſeem'd to vie with the other, which ſhould ſay the 
fneſt things to me on this Occaſion : Indeed, for a young 
Perſon, born as I was, to be treated in this Faſhion, by 
Perſons who next to the Princes of the Blood Royal, 
were of the greateſt Quality in the Kingdom, was al- 
moſt enough to make the Brain grow giddy. It was 
happy for me, that none of them thought of aſking in 


{ what Regiment my Huſband had been; for had that 


Queſtion been put to me, I ſhould have been extremely 
at a Loſs what to have ſaid, the Count De Saint Fal, 
not thinking of my ever being in ſuch a puzzling Cir- 
cumſtance, having forgot to give me any Inſtructions on 
that Article ; but this not happening, I came off very 
well in a Converſation, which it was a thouſand to one 


had not involy'd me in the greateſt Confuſion. 


After about an Hour's ſtay, I roſe in order to take 
my leave; but the Marquis oblig'd me to fit down a- 
gain, telling me he could not ew Folk to loſe me ſo ſoon, 
and that he had ſomething to propoſe to me, which I 
muſt not refuſe to grant him. There is a Play to- 
night, Madam, faid he, which, perhaps, you have 
not ſeen : It is called Iphigenia, and is a Piece much ce- 
lebrated : As it pleaſes all the World, 1 doubt not but is 
will be an agreeable Amuſement to you, ſo beg you will 
favour us with your Company, as we all intend to go. 
I endeavour'd to excuſe myſelf as being a Widow, in 
which State I ſaid, I look'd upon it as a Breach of De- 
corum to appear at any publick Diverſion ; but this over 
Nicety as they term'd it, only ſerved to make them 
laugh, they told me that my Dreſs denoted the time al- 
lotted for Mourning was over, and beſides I was not 
known, or if I were, we did not live in a Nation ſcru- 
pulous about I'rifles: Nay, ſaid a young Nobleman, as 
you intend to ſollicite the Court for a Penſion it would 
be highly proper you ſhould be ſeen, that it * be 
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known how very much you merit all the Favour that 
can be ſhewn you. 

Certainly, added the Duke De ,and I will 
take upon me to declare even before his Majeſty, that 
a Widow diſtinguiſh'd by ſo many Charms ought not to 
be refuſed. I will become your Sollicitor to- 
morrow, added he, and if I do not obtain in three 
Days Time a Grant of your Petition, I will be con- 
tent to ſuffer the greateſt of all Puniſhments, that of 
being baniſh'd from your Sight forever. 

This was ſpoke with an Air fo paſſionate and tender, 
as made all the Company immediately give him to me 
for a Lover, and many gay and witty things were 
ſaid on the Occaſion ; on which I quitted my Seat a 
ſecond Time, and told them I muſt beg leave to go 
Home ; for it would be highly improper for me tohe 
ſeen at the Theatre, without another in Company of 
my own Sex. I foreſaw this Objection, cry'd the Mar- 

uis De. haſtily, and have therefore 

t my Chair ſor the Lady you live with, I know 
her very well, and that ſhe will be tranſported at the 
Honour of accompanying you —and thus, Ma- 
dam, continued he, re- placing me with great Res» 
ſpect, all the Difficulties you can poſſibly raiſe are now 
removed. 

How could I anſwer to ſuch polite and preſſing Entrea - 
ties, but with Aſſent, and that being granted, there re- 
mains yet one thing to be agreed on, cried the Marquis, 
and that is, who ſhall uſher theſe Ladies to the Play 
I am too far advanc'd in Years to acquit myſelf of that 
Piece of Gallantry with any tolerable Addreſs, beſides 
it is the Time of my waiting, and ſhall be too near the 
King's Perſon to doit. All that were preſent then made 
an Offer of their Service, and ſaid they ſhould think them- 
ſelves highly honour'd to be ſo employ'd ; but the Duke 

e , en Account of his Quality, was the Perſon 
pitch'd upon by the Marquis De L V. ; who 
thank'd him for the Diſtinction, and ſaid he would ſend 
to the Exempt: on Guard, to provide us Places. No, 
replied the Marquis, your Grace ſhall be ſpared that 

Trouble 


Virgin's Victory. 69 
Trouble I have here Dubois, the notable Agent of 


my Son's Amours, he ſhall go, as a Perſon very intelligent 
in the Service of the Ladies. Theſe Words, and the 


| jronical Tone they were pronounced with, put me into 


ſuch a Confuſion, as I then wonder'd the Speaker did 
not obſerve ; but alas ! he knew better then I did how 
to diſſemble his Thoughts, and ſeem'd not to examine 
me in that Moment. And the other Noblemen doubt- 
leſs attributed my Buſhes to my Modeſty, and indeed the 
Flatteries they beſtowed upon me were ſufficient to coun- 
tenance that Opinion. 

Dubois having been called for, came into the Room, 
with a certain Timidity in his Air, the Meaning of which 
I could very cafily comprehend : He doubtleſs thought 
the Marquis had diſcovered me, and that he was ſummon'd 
in order to anſwer to what ſhould be aſk'd him, con- 
cerning the Intercourſe between his Maſter and I, but 
the Cloud upon his Brow immediately vaniſh'd, when he 
found us all in Good-Humour the Command given 
him however by the Marquis, of procuring convenient 
Places at the Theatre, ſeem'd to renew his Aſtoniſhment, 


| and he appear'd ſo ſtupid, that he was oblig'd to repeat 
the Meflage twice over before he well underſtood 


to hear indeed that I was going to the Play, on the In- 
vitation of the old Marquis, was indeed matter enough 


for his Surpriſe, and I could not help imiling to my ſelf 
at the Perplexity he was in. 


Madam De Gennewal came in that Inſtant, and her 
ſo ſeaſonable Arrival, turning the Eyes of the whole Com- 
pany upon her, prevented any one from taking Notice 
either of Dubois or me. | 

By what I had ſeen of this Lady, and the Experience 
| had of her Volubility, I imagined ſhe would now be a 
great relief to me, in this Converſation : I doubted not 


| but ſhe was able to anſwer the whole Company round, 


but how much are we deceiv'd by Appearances, I then 
firſt found what I have ſince a thouſand Times obſerved, 
that thoſe who ſeem to have moſt Wit among People of 
their own Rank , are moſt at a loſs when they come be- 
fore their Superior: Never did any, thing appear 

more 


* 
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more ridiculous than ſhe did, by aiming at ſeeming par- 
ticularly well bred ; it might perhaps afford ſome Diver- 
ſion to my Readers, if I made a Deſcription of the Pains 
ſhe took to be thought a fine Lady, but it is a Piece of 
IIl- nature I cannot allow myfelf, tho* at the ſame Time 
I find a Temptation to do it. 
The Marquis De L——/———— mingled but little 
in the Conſervation the reſt of the Company held with 
her, but kept his Eyes fix'd on me, with an Attention 
which renew'd my Fears, and made me imagine he was 
forming (ome Contrivance with Regard to me, | remem- 
bered what he ſaid at the Inn, while he believed I was 
in a Swoon, that he had infallible Means of diſcovering 
a I was, and was almoſt certain in my Mind, that 
he had not deceiv'd himſelf with a vain Conjecture; | 
was the more confirm'd in this Apprehenſion, as he never 
mentioned one Word to me concerning the Diſcourſe we 
then had together, and as I had often been told, he was 
a Man not only of the greateſt Penetration, but Refer- 
vedneſs alſo, it ſeem'd to me as if he had ſecret Reaſons, 
for acting in the Manner he now did. 
Theſe Conſiderations made me a thouſand Times in 
a Minute repent that I had conſented to go to the Play, 
the Dangers I ran by it, repreſented themſelves 
now to me in the moſt glaring Colour -l knew 
not but the young Marqui: might even return that very 
Day to Fer/aille;, might come to the Theatre, and if 
ſo, how impoſſible would it be, I thought to myſelf, for 
either of us to contain the ſecret Emotions of our Souls, 
from being ſo far viſible in our Faces, às not to make a 
Diſcovery of the Truth, even tho' it yet remained a 
Myltery : But the matter was now too far gone, and 
it was impoſſible to avoid whatever Deſtiny attended. 
Dubois being returned, with an Account that the Z x- 
empt would take care of our Places, the Duke preſented 
me his Hand to lead me down Stairs, the Marquis walk'd 
on the other dide of me, and Madam De Genreval fol- 
lowed, led by a young Count. You will make a great 
many Conqueſts, to-night, I am ſure, Madam, ſaid the 
Marquis; but remember, that, tho' a thouſand Hong 
be 


-» 
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fall Victims to your Eyes, you are already in Poſſeſſion 
of a Heart, no leſs devoted to your Virtue, than your 
Beauty, and that a conſtant Perſeverance in Love and 
Reſpect can alone merit your Return. 

am infinitely oblig'd to your Lordſhip, anſwered I, 
for ſo Kind a Caution, but am in little Danger of recei- 
ving any Impreſſions of the ſort you mean. A Time 
will come, reſumed he, or I am much deceived, when 
you will find you have indeed Reaſon to think I am your 
Friend in this Advice; but as to Love, Merit, Conſtancy, 
they are Points on which I beg leave to have a little 
Diſcourſe with you after the Play is over. I have much 
to ſay to you on theſe Subjects, and do aſſure you, I have 
{ome Uneaſineſſes for you on more than one Account. 

What could I think of this Diſcourſe ? it ſeem'd to 


contain an Enigma, which the more I endeavour'd to pe- 
| netrate, grew but the more obſcure-! ———fain would I 


have replyed, but knew not in what Manner, nor durit 


* aſk an Explanation, for fear of rendring myſelf ſuſpected. 


He ſaid many more things to me, equally ambi- 


& guous, but the Duke De who took them all 
| as Gallantry, ſtill raking up the Word as the other left 


off, ſaved me the Neceſſity of replying. When we 
reach'd the Hall we found Chairs there ready to receive 
us: I was put into that which ſeem'd the gayeſt, and 
which I afterward heard belong'd to the young Marquis, 
and Madam De Genneval, into that of the old Marquis. 


| Soon after we had left the Houſe, Dubois, who had waited 


in the Street for that Purpoſe, came running up to the 
hide of the Chair, and ſaid to me in a low Voice; for 
Heaven's ſake, Madam, how came you thus to throw 
yourſelf into the Acquaintance of our crafty Lord 


| you will ſtand in need of all your Wit to pals * 
upon him, for what I perceive you pretend to be. 
then gave him a brief Account of the Accident which 


had occaſion'd it, on which he agreed, that after meeting 
the old Marquis at Maſs, my Behaviour was natural 
enough ; and, added, that neither my Lover nor the 
Count De Saint Fal, had any Opportunity of apprizing 
me that the old Marquis did not go to Faris; _— 
& i 
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ſaid he, he accompanied them about a Mile from Ye-- 
ſailles ; then ſeem'd on a ſudden to change his Reſolu- 
tion, and came back, leaving Forſan his own Valet 
with his Son, and obliging me to return with him, in 
Order he told me to perform the Office of that Valet ; 
and as for my own Part, my Lord having not acquain- 
ted me that you were at Yer /aille;, it was not in my power 
to give you any Intelligence. | 

From hence we both concluded, that the pretended 
Journey and the Return of the old Marquis, together 
with his exchanging Servants with his Son, was all 
done with a View to make ſome Diſcovery concerning me ; 
and that For/ar being entirely devoted to his Maſter, it 
was wholly impoſſible, tor either my Lover or Saint Fa/ 
to write to me, without Danger of being known to do fo 
by that watchful Spy. ; 

Dubois, however, gave me the comfortable News that 
he expected both his Maſter and Saint Fal that Evening, 
and I then hoped to be extricated from all the Perplex- 
ities I was now invo'vell in; yet as the Affair was of the 
utmoſt Conſequence to me, I could not help being frighted, 
and ſaid to Dubois, that in caſe his Lord ſhould not come 
back, I would have him get me a Poſt-Chaiſe, that l 
might make my Eſcape from Yer /ailles, the Moment the 
Play was done No, Madam, replied he, be eaſy 
at leaſt till to-morrow ; for I am poſitive the young Mar- 
quis will be here to-night and you may then con- 
cert Mealures—— — but in the mean Time be cautious 
what you ſay to my old Lord, 

By this Time we were got to the Door of the Theatre, 
where the Duke D waited to receive me, and 
as ſoon as I was placed began to entertain me with Diſ- 
courſes, which at another Time, would have been great- 
ly flattering to my Vanity : From me he went to Madam 
De Genneval, and paid his Compliments to her in a very 
reſpectful Manner; he had formerly had ſome Acquain- 
tance with her, and he took this Opportunity of renewing 
it, in hopes through her Means to have the more free 
Acceſs to me, I ſuppoſe taking her to be much more in 
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my Favour than ſhe really was, tho Decency obliged me 
to behave to her with Complaiſance. | 
While they were talking together, I had Time to con- 
ſider the Place I was in, and the illuſtrious Company it 
contained, for in ſpite of all the Terrors I was in, I could 
not help being very much taken with Shew and Gran- 
deur; I look'd at the Ladies, examined their Faces, 
their Dreſs and Shape, and was not a little mortifhed, to 
find that tho' my Glaſs, as well as the Opinion of all 
that had ſeen me, had inform'd me my Beauty could not 
well be excelled, yet there was an Eaſe, an undeſcribable 
ſomewhat, in the Air of thele Court Ladies, that gave 
them Charms infinitely more ſtriking than Completion, 
or Regularity of Feature indeed my Vanity 
wanted this Humiliation, and as I knew it a Fault in me, 
was not ſorry, when I came to conſider, for its Correction. 
Ihe Preſence of the King, who came that inſtant in, 
broke of theſe Reflections, and the Play beginning at the 
ſame Pime, took up all my Attention. As I had never 
ſeen any Repreſentation of this Kind, it had the more 
Effect upon me: The Diſtreſs of Yhigenia melted me in- 
to Tears, and where the Lover complain'd, the Idea of 
the Marquis came into my Mind, and I thought there 
was a kind of Parallel between the Thoughts of the 
fictitious Hero of the Drama, and him who was the So- 
vereign of my Heart. The Duke could not help ſmi- 
ling to ſee how much I was affected, and after telling me 
he was pleaſed to find I had a Soul ſuſceptible of Tender- 
nels ; How happy, ſaid he, would be the Fate of a Lover, 
who could draw fuch precious Tears! theſe Words made 
me a little aſhamed of the Softneſs I had ſhewn, tho? L 
ought not to have been ſo ; for I think thoſe who are not 
touch'd at a well wrought Fable, will not greatly com 
paſhonate real Woes. | endeavoured however to 
throw off my Concern, and anſwered with as gay an Ar 
as I could poſſibly affume ; whenever, ſaid ] your Grace 
becomes enamoured, in my Opinion, you will deſerve 
little Pity, who are fo inlenſible yourſe.f of the Misfor 
tunes of the lovely Iphigenia. Oh Madam ! replyel he, 
how little do you know my Heart, if I gem now indif. 
Vor. II. b ler@. 
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ferent to the Diltreſs the Stage preſents us with, it is only 
becauſe the tender Paſſions of my Soul are only devoted to 
you; and were Inbigenia a thouſand times more unhappy, 
and more lovely than the Poet would make us think, ſhe 
could claim no ſhare in a Heart, entirely filled with your 
Idea, and has no room for any thing in which you have 
not a Share. 

This Declaration was made with ſo much Seriouſneſs, 
that I thought a modeſt Silence would better become me, 
than any Anſwer I could make, ſo pretended to be too 
much attentive to the Play, to regard any thing elle ; 
this paſs'd for a little Time, but the Duke who was in 

ood earneſt very much charm'd with me, reſumed his 
Diſcourſe with ſo much Fervor, that I could not without 
being very unpolite, and unlike the Character I had aſſu- 
med, refuſe making ſome return to his Gallantries. 

In Conformity therefore to my Part, I put on as chear- 
ful an Air as J could, and replied to what he ſaid in a 
genteel kind of Raillery, as tho' I gave no great Credit 
to his Aſſeverations, yet was not diſpleas'd with them. 
As I was acting this Piece of Coquettry, I happened to 
turn my Head, and ifaw a Man leaning over the ſide of 
the Box as diligently obſerving me : My Eyes met his 
directly, and I law it was my Lover the young Marquis 
D 3 ſo great was my Surprize that 
inſtant, that nothing is more to be wondered at than that 
I did not ſcream out perhaps he fear'd ſome ſuch 
Effect of his ſudden Appearance, and immediately turned 
away; but tho? | reſtrained myielf from doing any thing 
which might have occafoned a Diſturbance, yet I could 
not refrain ſrom changing Colour, and indeed giew ex- 
tremely ill —methought a Bolt of Ice ſhot through 
my Heart, too true a Preſage, alas! of the Vexations 
this fatal Interview occalicn:d | grew extremely 
ſick, and was obliged to lean my Head upon my Hand: 
The Duke De————preſently perceived the Alteration 
in me, and {hew'd a great deal of Concern -I told 
hin 1 was unable to fit, as indeed I was, and that if 1 
were not carried into the freſhAir I ſhould certainly ſwoon, 
at which he ſeem'd in ſome Perplexity ; it was not cul- 
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tomary for any Perſon, to go out while the King flayed, 
yet the Reſpett he had for me made him reſolve to wave 
that Ceremony, and he whiſpered'the Exempr who open'd 
the Door, and his Grace led me to a Chair, begging my 
Pardon that he could not attend me Home, becauſe as he 
laid, the ſame Excuſe which might be well received on 
my Account, cou!d not be made for him ; but that the 
Moment his Majeſty left the Houſe, he would fly to en- 
quire after my Health. 

I was very glad of the Neceflity he was under of ſtay. 
ing behind me, and long'd to be at home, that I might 
indulge the many Reflections that this Adventure vcca- 
ſioned. 

Indeed nothing could be more alarming than my pre- 
ſent Situation, I knew myſelf innocent, but Appearances 
were againſt me, even more and ſtronger than when the 
Nlarquis ſuprized his Couſin at my Feet he now 
inflead of being ſhut up in my Apartment, as he might 
juſtly have expected in his Abfence, fees me at the Play, 
in Company with a young Nobleman, who had the Cha- 
rater of the moſt amourous Man at Court; he hears him 
addreſſing me in the ſofteſt Terms, and perceives me 
liſtening to him, with the Indolence ef a Perſon hoe 
Heart was unengaged, and at Liberty to receive any 
Offers made to her He ſees that the Moment I dit- 
cover him I am out of Countenance, aſhamed of my Be- 
haviour, am obliged to quit the Place with all the Marks 
of conſcious Guilt upon me hat coutd he think of 
me, but that I was falſe, a Coquet, ungrateful to his Love, 
and therefore unworthy of it — my tender Heart was 
ready to bnrit at the Idea, that he had Cauſe to remain 
one Moment in this Opinion of me. A ſſoon as I got in- 
to my Chamber, I therefore took Pen and Paper, and 
wrote-a Letter to him, in which I gave him a faithful 
Account of all that happen'd ſince Ia him, expatiating 
pretty largely on the Accident that carried me to his Fa- 
ther's, and the Neceſſity I was under of complying with 
his Requeſt, of going to the Play; and then acquainted 
him with all my Apprehenſions from the old Marquis, 
as well as thoſe I might jull'y have from the Duke D-—, 
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who no ſooner had conceiv'd a Paſſion for me, than took 
the Liberty to declare it, and entreated he would think of 
ſome means of removing me from Yer/ailles, where I al- 
ready was taken but too much Notice of. 

I felt myſelf ſomething ea ſier having wrote this Let- 
ter, in which I fo freely and ſincerely laid open all that 
had pals'd in my Mind ; but then remembring that the 
Duke had told me he would make me a Viſit after the 
Play, I rang the Bell tor my Aunt Barbara, and charged 
her on her Peril to admit no Perion whatever that Night, 
but ſay that I was gone to Bed. 

Depending that 1 might ſend my Letter by, Dubois next 
Morning, who I doubted not but would be with me early, 
I fat down to Supper, with a better Appetite than I had 
done at Dinner, and after the Cloath was taken away, 
was even eaſy enough to take a little Book of Novels 
out of my Clotet, and began to read one of thoſe whoſe 
Titles promiſed the moſt Amuſ:ment ; but I had ſcarce 
got through two Pages, befo e my poor filly Aunt, came 
to tell me that a Nobleman « efired to) ſpeak with me, on 
which I fiew into a greater Pathun than I remember ever 
to have been ſenſible of before in my whole Life, in ſo 
much that I puſh'd her out of the Room, without ſo much 
as akking any Deſcription of the Perſon, or hearing what 
farther ſhe had to ſay, and then bolted my Door, reſolved 
that no one, even ſte herſelf, ſhould ſee me that Night 
How thoughtleſs was I at this JunQure 
how weak might J not have expected my dear 
Marquis, ſurprized at what he ſaw, might not come to 
reproach my Conduct, or at leaſt to be inform'd of the 
Motives had occalioned it? but alas! my Head being 
taken up with the Fears of his Father on one Side, and 
the unwelcome Importunities of the Duke on the other, 
had no place for what was no leſs probable than either, 
It was not long however abſent from me, and I called 
again for Barbara in a more mild Manner than that in 
which I nad diſmil:'d her, and the Account ſhe gave me 
of the Dreſs, Shape, and Stature of the Perſon who had 
enquired, left me no Room to doubt, if I had not 2 
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10 to him, whom of all the World I had the moſt 
Reaſon to defire the Sight of.” _ 

1 was troubled indeed at what I had done, but could [ 
have foreſeen the cruel Conſequences that attended it, I 
ſhould have ſet no Bounds to my Deſpair ; but, little ima- 
gining any ſuch thing, I conſoled myſelf with the Be- 
lief, that my Lover ſo far from reſenting my Behaviour 
in this Point, as he could not take it meant to himſelf, 
would applaud my Reſerve in giving Orders to be denied 
at ſuch late Hour. But how unjuſt are all Mankind, 
when Jealouſy enflames the Mind; the cruel Thoughts 
he then entertained of me, even now when all the Tem- 

ts are blown over, make me ſhudder to remember. 

I paſs'd the Night, however, in much more 'I'ran- 
quility, than I did a long Series of ſucceeding ones; but 
ro'e more early than I was accuſtomed, in hope of tce- 
ing either Dubois or his dear Malter; I was every Moment 
in Expectation of them, but it grew towards Noon before 
any body came to aſk for me, at which Time word was 
brought a Gentleman defired to know if 1 ſaw any Com- 
pany that Day; I aſked no Quettions but gave immediate 
Orders for his Admittance, I was fo confident it was 
Dubois, that I had my Letter in my Hand ready to de- 
liver to him, and was ſadly deceived when + found it 
was no other than the Duke's Valet, with a Meſſage, 
from him, to know how I reſted after my Indiſpoſition, 
and if I was enough recovered to permit a Viſit trom 
him in the Aſternoon, I was fo vexed at the Diſappoint- 
ment, that I anfwered with little Politeneſs F believe, 
that | was obliged to be abroad the whole Day: after [ 
had given him his Ditpatch, I abandoned myſelf to a 
thouſand perplexing Thoughts on the Marquis's neglect, 
and every Minute brought with it ſome freſh Idea to tor- 
ment me. I was walking about my Chamber, in a Mo- 


tion of Body as diforder'd as that of my Mind, when 


Barbara came in, and told me a Gentloman in a travel- 
ling Habit wanted to (peak with me————tho' 4 could 
not conceive who this new Vikter was, I bad her ſhew 
him up, reſolving to be denyed no more yithout knowing 
to whom. 
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A very graceſul Gentleman immediately appear'd, 
and moſt agrceably ſurpriaed me with telling me his Name 
was Melicaurt, and at the fame time preſented me with a 
Letter from Saint Agret. In ſpite of all the Trouble I 
was in, to hear any Thing from that dear Friend, eſpe- 
cially to have the News of her brought by a Perſon, in 
u hole Fayour her Story had fo highly prepoſſeſt me, gave 
me an infinite Satisfaction I received him with the 
Civilities of an Acquaintance, and having made him fit 
down, told him I hoped he would excuſe the Impatience 
had to read what his lovely Wife had fayoured me with, 
and while 1 ſpoke, haſtily broke the Seal, and found it 
contain'd as foilows: 


To her, whom I ſhall ever rank among 
the deareſt of my Friends, the ſincere, 
and moſt beautiful TEANET TA. 


WRITE to you now with a tranquility of Mind, 
which I fhoald have at pale ever enjoying, but 
throuzh your kind Offices ; and imagine net that my 
Words exceed the Di@ates of my Heart, when I aſſure ycu 
that the remembrance of this Circumſtance, will always 
greatly add to the Felicity I flatter myſelf wwith ſoon enzoying 
in a Reunion with my dear and moſt deſerving Huſband—it 
is he, (harming Jeanetta, who will have the Honcur to de- 
liver this to you; and by him you will be informed of all the 
Steps that lade been taken to ſeparate us eternally, and render 
me the moft unfortunate of Women, Heaven, and you have 
render'd the worſt Part of their Endeawours fruithſs, and 
will ] hope equally d:Jappoint the ret. An additional In- 
tereſt t. that which is already made, would put an End to 
all our Fears, and give me the Opportunity I a ardently 
long for of embracing you, and renewing our tender Friend- 
ſhip : I doubt not therefore, but you avzll engage the Marquis 
De L——V ta join our Friends in preſſing my 
#iſcharge from the Monaſtery. i 

Our mutual Friend, the virtuons Lindamine, ſends you 


ker bel Wiſhes, and charges me to tell you that you are ne- 
Ter 
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der forgotten in her Prayer. ber Piety muſt ſure be 
Feard, and I doubt not but you will be no lefs bappy ix the 
Completion of all you defire, than I hope ſoon ro be. I leave 
it to my dear Melicourt to acquaint you with theParticulars 
and am, 'awith the moſt perfe# Ahection, and Tenderneſs, 
the Irvely Jeanetta's 


ever faithfull Friend, and obliged Servang 
| Saint Agnes. 


P. S. A Ixvas ſealing this up, I heard a ſtrange Up- 
roar in the Convent, and was preſently inform'd that it 
was occaſioncd by Madamoiſelle De Renneville having made 
ber Ea cant yet learn the Circur;ſtances, 
Lut imagine they acill not long remain @ Secret, and I ſhall 
Lave the Pleaſure of diverting you with them by Word of 
Auth. Once more, dear Jeanetta, Aaiea. | 


I was tranſported to find the Affairs of this much loved 
Friend were ſo near being concluded, and turning to her 
Huſband, begged he would perform the Promiſe Saint 
Agnes had made for him, by informing me in what Mar - 
ner they had proceeded. Alas, Madam, replyed he with 
a Sigh, that dear Creature would never more have heard 
of her Meli cus t, and I ſhould have been the moſt guilty 


and moſt wretched of Mankind, but for the Papers you 


were ſo good to forwar@——"tis to yor——to you alone 
I owe the Happineſs of finding a dear, a moſt beloved and 
virtuous Wife, whom till then I thought loſt for ever 
tis to you Iam indebted for my Innocence, tis 
you I am to thank for not being involved in Crimes, 
which whenever I had known to be ſuch muit have turn'd 
my Brain But I leave you to judge che lmment:ty 
of the Obligation you have conferr'd upon me, by faith- 
fully relating what has happened ſince the cruel Pay, 
when the Artifice and Barbarity of NMonfieur D 
found Means to ſeparate me, from all that ever was, or 
ever can be dear. 4 
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A Continuation of the Hiſtory of MEL1- 
COURT, and the beautiful ST; AGN ES. 


O U know, Madam, continued this tender 
Heſbard, how 1 was torn from the Arms of your 

fair Friend had my Strength been equal to my 
Fury, in that dreadful Moment a thouſand Lives had been 
the Victims of it; all that J could i did, but Numbers 
overpowered me, and [ was cempelled to yield to the 
firal Neceſſity of feeing her carried away before my 
Eve me, having ſecured, they treated with a 
great deal of Ret pect, notwithſtanding the trouble I kad 
given them in ſeizing me I ſuppoſe they h:d 
their Orders for doing ſo, but I was wholly regardleſs 
of their Civilities, and tho? the Officer who commanced 
the Party apreaied to be a Man of great Humanity, and 
to ſhare in my Sufferings, I vouchiafed not to anſwer 
any thing he ſaid to me—my Grief was mute, and prey- 
ed the creeper on my Heart as I would not oY it vent. 
After a Journey of four Days I arrived at 7 
where ] was conducted to the Town-Geal,. and not per- 
mitted the Ute of Pen or Paper, ſo that I could acquaint 
none of my Friends with the Place where I was confined, 
Ihe Governor came to viſit me the next Nay, behaved 
to me with much Cipility, ſeemed affected with my 
Misfortune, and told me that it was in my own power 
to procure my Diſcharge, which alone depended on my 
complying with one thing required of me. I than de- 
fired to know what it was; to agree, anſwered he, to 
the means that will be uſed fer fetting aſide your Mar- 
riage, and to deal ingenuouſly with you, continved he, 
you have no other way to regain your Freedom ; I there- 
fore would adviſe you to it. and flatter myſelf that 
when you ſhall conſider ſeriouſly on the Affair, you will 


believe 


81 
believe I perſuade you to no more than I would put in 
practice myſe!f on the ſame Occaſion I know what it 18 
to love, and the Anxiery you mult ſeel in being for ever 
ſeparated from the Object of your AﬀeCtions ; but when 
vou reflect on the unſurmountable Obſtacles between you, 
and the Ruin that mult attend your Refuſal of what is ex- 
pected from, Love will give way to Reaſon. 

As I offered not to interrupt him during this Diſcourſe, 
he imagined it had ſome Weight with me, and that my 
Silence after he had given over ſpeaking, was a token of 
my Approbation, and this Opinion I ſuppoſe it was 
that encouraged him to reſume the Theme. Think, 
{aid he, of the terrible Effects of being obſtinate in a 
Caſe where you have ſo powerful an Adverſary as 
Monſieur de————to deal with———a long and ex- 
penſive Suit between your Families, which mult be 
ruinous to yours, as having leſs powerful Friends, and a 
ſmaller Eſtate your own Confinement during all 
that Time, and at laſt, when a Decree is paſt againft you, 
as it doubtleſs will, deprived of all you with for as totally 
as tho* you now reſign'd it willingly make uſe 
therefore of your Prudence, and ſubmit to Neceſſity. 

I could now contain myſelf no longer, but burſt out 
into Exclamations ſuch as made him ſec, that my ſuf- 
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fering him to proceed ſo far, was not owing to any 


adherence to what he ſaid ; and as ſoon as the firſt Emo- 
tions of my Rage was over, I defired he would never 
entertain me more with any ſuch Propoſals ; for I would 
chuſe to ſuffer eternal Impriſonment, rather than con- 
ſent to break my preſent Bonds by diffolving thoſe I had 
ſo joy fully put on. 

My Reſolution aſtoniſhed him, and from that Time 
forward, whenever he came to viſit me, as he frequently 
did, forbore any diſcourſe on that Head, any farther 
than artfully introducing ſome Stories of parallel Cafes, 
which he perhaps imagined would have a better Fſftct 
than either barefaced Perſuaſions or Menaces, I under- 
itood him perfectly well, tho' I thought it beſt not to 
ſeem to do fo, and eaſily perceived he was a Friend o? 
my dear Wifc's inhuman Father, whiclt made me en 
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deavour to behave before him in a Manner that ſhould 
make him think my Continement was leis grievous to 
me than in reality it was. 1 never aſked him any 
Queſtions even concerning the Proſecution againit me, 
nor how my Father defended the Cauſe ; fo that finding 
my Reierve, and that there was nothing to be hoped 
from me, he by Degrees refrained coming to {ee me, and 
I was entuely freed from his Importunities. 

As ealy as I had appeared before the Governor, I 
was notwithitandipg forever contriving means for my 
Eſcape ; but, alas, I was too well provided againſt for 
any of the Attempts I made to prove ſucceſ:ful. How 
impoſſible, Madam, would it be for me to deſcribe to 
you the 'Torments I endured at finding there was no 
hope of getting from this deteſted Priſon, and wholly 
ignorant what was become cf my dear Minetta, for 1 
then knew not ſhe had aſſumed the Name of Saint 
Aznes, or how the Affairs of my Family ſtood ; you can 
only form an Icea oi what Words would but imperſectly 
Tepreient ; ſome Months did I languiſh in this terrible 
Situation, till at laſt it came into my Head to make the 
Turnkey my Friend, ſo far as to procure me Pen and 
Paper, and to fend a Letter to my Father: I had the 
mare Hope of him as he appeared to have a compaſſionate 
boul————1 had often heard him lament the Severity 
of his Fate in throwing him into an Office for Bread, 
which obliged to the continual Sight of Mis/or:tunes he 
Was no way able ta redreis ; and the Confidence he re- 
poſed in me, by making theſe Complaints, gave me 
room to fiatter my ſelf I might gain him to my Party 
I therefore began with making him little Preſents, 
telling him I !tked his Countenance, was ſorry he was 
not in ſome Employment to which he had leſs repug- 
nance, and promiſed that I would procure one for him 
if erer I obtained my Liberty; the Fellow was quite 
tranſported at the Kindneſs 1 bad ſhewn him, and when 
I had brought him to a Pitch, as I thought, proper for 
my purpoſe, I communicated to him my Requeſt ; but 
inſtead of complying, he ſeemed thunderſtruck at the 
Prop oſal, and repreſented the Puniſhments inflicted on 
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thoſe who betrayed their Truſt in the manner I would 
have him do, and repeated many ſhocking Examples of 
Wretches, who had ſuffered on that ſcore, in ſuch 
lively Colours, that I began to fear my Hopes in him 
had deceived me, fo preſſed him no farther at that 


\ Time. But as this was my laſt recourſe, I reſolved not 


entirely to give over the Purſuit, and talking ſomewhat 
of it every Day, till by 5 he ſeemed leſs averſe, 
at laſt, on the Promiſe df a great Reward, he fur- 


niſhed me with Materials for Writing, and undertook. 


to be himſelf the Bearer of my Letters, fearing as he ſaid 
- truſt any other Perſon with a Secret ſo dangerous to 
im. 

You may eaſily believe, Madam, continued Monſieur 
Melicourt, how glad I was of having gained this Point, 
which in effect was gaining all; for I did not doubt when 
my Father ſhould know where I was, ne would have 
Intereſt enough to procure my Liberty on proper Bail for 
my Appearance; and when I was once out of Priſon, re- 
ſolved: to be ſo indefatigable in the Search of my dear 
Minetta, that I could not fail of finding her. I wrote a: 
long Letter to my Father, with one encloſed to my 
Wife, in Caſe he ſhould be happy enough to have dit- 
covered to what Place they had conveyed her, and hav- 
ing recommended. Speed and Diligence to the Turnkey, 
he ſet out with my Packet, begging me to be eaſy till his 
Return; but that happened much ſooner than I expected, 
in two Hours he came again into my Chamber, which. 
made me conclude ſome ill Accident had happened, and 
threw me into freſh Exclamations on the Severity of my 
Deſtiny. 

He opened his Mouth two or three Times to ſpeak, 
but the Deſpair I was in would not ſuffer me to liſten, 
till at laſt, Monſieur, bawl'd he out, your Impatience 
prevents your being told what cannot but be agreeable to 
you. On that I ceaſed, aud bad him tell me the Occa- 
hon of his coming back; he then proceeded: to inform 
me, that in his Way he juckily had met his Brother, 
whom he had nat ſeen in ſome Vears, coming to vifit 
him, and that on relating to him the, Bufinels he was 

F. 6 going 


= + 
*"£ 
26 
y 
4 
4 
I 


bl 
w - 4 


„% 


E —— oa 7 "3 
* F * . » 
HY oe or 


<< w- 


2 
4 


8% De Virtucus Filiuger; or, 


ing on, the other offered to take the Office on him- 
ſelf, which, faid be, will fave me from all Danger 
in Caſe the Affair ſhould ever be diſcovered. and your 
Letters go equally as fafe ; for added he, I will engage 
my Life for the Fidelity of my Brother. 'I'his Story 
ſeemed feaſible enough, and 1 made no Difficulty ct 
believing it. 

The delightful ExpeQation of receiving ſome agreeable 
News from my Father, gave ſome truce to my Dilquiets, 
and I waited with a tolerable ſhare of Patience for the 
Event; but eighteen Days being paſled over without 
hearing any thing. the Time now began to be tedious ; 
and five more elapſing, inſu; portable | knew not 
what -Conjecture to form on this Delay, unleſs it were 
accaſtoned by ſending the encloſed to my dear Minetta, 
who might probably be canveyed to a great Nillznce ; 
but then I refletled again, that the Tenderneſs my Fa- 
ther had for me, would not permit him to let me remain 
ſo long in ſuſpenſe; he would have inform'd me imme- 
ciately of every thing he could, and not waited for 
more. 

I was one Night in the utmoſt Impatience, I may ſay 
indeed Deſpair, alone in my Priſon, and tho! it was dead 
of Night, net yet in Bed, when an unuſual Norſe at that 
late Hour, made me imagine ſomewhat extraordinary 
had happened ; but I continued not long in my Surprize, 
my Door opened, and the Turnkey came in, with a 
fatisfa&tion in his Countenance, that ſeemed the Omen of 
good News. Here, Montteur, ſaid he, preſenting me 
a Packet of Letters, I hope theſe will give ſome abate- 
ment to your Diſquiets My Brother is but this 
Moment returned, and I tremble leſt any Suſpicion 
ſhould ariſe on my admitting him at this unſeaſonable 
Hour I muſt feign a Pretence for it Adieu. 
my ſtaying in your Chamber may be dangerous; but E 
could not forbear coming to bring you theſe joy ful 
Lidings. Wih theſe Words he was going out, but I de- 
tained him ſo long as to make him accept of à ſmall 
Diamond I had on my Finger in Token of my A 
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with which he went away highly contented, tho' I dare 
ſay much leſs fo than my ſelf at that Moment. 

But, alas! of how ſhort a Duration was this Interval 
of Comfort, and how long a Series of Miſery and Deſpair 
{ſucceeded I opened my Packet in great halle, 
where the firſt Letter 1 found was from my Father, tho 
the Character ſo altered, occaſioned by a Hurt it in- 
form'd me he had got in his Hand, that I ſhould not have 
Thought it his, but by the Tenderneſs of the Contents; 
within it 1 found another, which imagining was from 
my Wife, I kiſſed it a thouſand Times with eager 
Tranſports before I was able in this hurry of Spirits to 
read either that or my Father's, but when I had a little 
recovered myſelf, it will not ſeem ſtrange to you, Madam, 
that Paſſion prevailed above Duty. I choſe to ſee what 
my dear AMin-tta ſaid to me, it being the firſt Letter I 
had ever received from her before J read that of my 
Father. But, good God! what was it Ifelt, when I 
found, inſtead of the Softneſs of an endearing, a molt 
aftectionate Wiſe, theſe ſhocking Lines: 


To Monſieur MELicourT, 
FTER the Folly wwe hawe both been gailty of, I 


could have wwifhed never to have heard any mention of 
you ; but as you ſtill ſeem to bear an Aﬀettion for me, I 
could not be ſo ungrateful as to refuſe an Anſwer to your 
Letter; Jam ſincerely forry for what you have ſuffered on 
my Account, but rf you c ntinue in your Troubles, it ts your 
on Obſlinacy, jeu are to blame, not me; if my Advice 
has any Weight with you, they wwill ſcon be at an End by 
wur ſubmitting to what is required of yyu————1 am no 
Unger an Objlacle, I thought myſelf obliged to comply wwith 
the Will of my Parents, and now releaſe you from all 
| Engagements betavecu us 1 oxon I had ſome Difficulty 
in bringing myſelf to da this, but am now convinced that 
our firſt Duty is Obedience, and that all Promiſes, all 
Oaths are invalid, when made without the Conſent of 
| thoſe to aubom abe oxve our being, I flatter myſelf 
yu have Reſolution and good Senſe ſufficient to enal ke you 
to follow my Example ; or if net fo, at leaſt Toa much Re- 
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gard fir me not to diſturb my preſent 75 ranguility by any 
future Letters or Mages, much leſs to make any Attempt 
to fee me———there being no Perſon on Earth, whom, fr 
many Reaſons, I would jo much wiſh to avoid. 


The Agonies this cruel Letter threw me in, would 
certainly have made mne lay violent Hands on my own 
Life, had not ſome Sparks of Pride that Moment roſe to 
my Aſſiſtance, and mage me think it beneath the Dig- 
nity of my Reaſon to fall for ſo perfidious, ſo ungrateful 
a Creature——  V hat, cried I, tircwing the Letter 
away with the utmoſt Diidain, did Love and Conſtancy 
like mine deſerve ſo baſe a Return — I' follow 
your Advice, forgetful, thankleſs, unfaithful Woman 
I'll never think on thee but with Scorn and Deteſtation 
in this manner did I rail for at leaſt two Hours without 
being able to examine what Account my Father had 
given me of ſo unlooked for a Change. Art laſt I gained 
Compoſure of Mind ſufficient to read his Letter, and 
found he began with exhorting me to be patient, and 
having conteis'd to me in a very free manner, that his 
Intereit being far inferior to that of the Father of 
my unworthy Wife, he had been forced to drop the 
Suit ; but had an Aſſurance of my being ſet at Liberty 
the Moment I yielded to the Diſſolution of my Marriage, 
that being, he ſaid, the ſole Impediment to hinder her, 
I once thought mine, from giving her Hand to à Perion 
her Parents had made choice of. He added, that, ſhe 
had refuſed their Importunities but a few Days, and to 
obtain her Pardon, had conicnted to marry the Moment 
my Releaſe from her former Vows ſhould arrive, till 
which he ſaid I muſt remain in Priſon, it not being in 
his Power to free me. 

He enforced the Arguments he made uſe of, to bring 
me to a Reſolution ſo conformable to Reaſon, and what 
I owed myſelf, with the moſt ſtrenuous Commands that 
Words could form ; and after many Pauſes and Struggles 
with a Paſſion, which was far from being extinguiſh'd 
by this ill Treatment ; I at laſt determined not to lan- 
guiſh out my Life in a miſerable Goal, for the ſake of 

Þ a one 
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one who after the moſt ſacred Vows, and all the mu- 
tual Endearments of Conjugal Affection, could ſo eaſily 
conſent never to ſee me more, and give herſelf into the 
Arms of another. | 

Two whole Days, however, paſs'd over without my 
being able to put in Praftice what I had reloly'd ; I Rill 
loved the dear Ingrate with the ſame Paſſion, as when I 
thought her true, and happy in my Affection. 
Her Charms were too deeply engraven in my Heart for 
even her Infidelity to erace ; but when I refleted on her 
Beauty, and the Pleaſures I had enjoy'd in her Society, 
her Falſhood, her Levity, her Hypocriſy, render'd her 
ſo unworthy that I even hated myſelf, becauſe I could 
not hate her as I ought. Never was ſuch a 
Chaos as my Brain, ſuch a Medley of perplex'd Ideas, 
were, indeed, enough to drive to Diſtraction; yet I at 
laſt aſſumed the Man, exerted my Reaſon, and in ſpite 
of all I felt within appear'd ſedate; I ſign'd the Re- 
nunciation ſo much deſired of me, and gave my ſolemn 
Promiſe, nay, aſſured them in Terms more ſtrong than 
they exacted from me, that | would never attempt to fee 
the dangerous Mixetta more. 
ſued Melicourt, how heavenly good is your fair Friend 
to pardon what the Dictates of my jealous Rage then 
laid of her. curſt her even from the 


Bottom of my Soul I curſt her Perfidy, though at the 


ſame time I ſecretly adored her Beauty. My Be- 
haviour, however, making them believe 1 had now a 
real Abhorrence of her, forwarded my Liberty, and I 
was diſcharged from diſmal the Priſon, where I had near 
a Year been confined, 

You may ſuppoſe, Madam, that as ſoon as I had the 
power I went directly Home, where the Surprize of 
ſeeing me alive and at liberty, had like to have been fa- 
tal to both my Parents; my Mother fell into a Swoon, 
and my Father, though of a ſtronger Conftitution, was 
alſo very near being 1n the ſame Condition. Ex- 
cels of Joy entirely over-powered their Spirits, and when 
they had recover'd their Voices, could ſay nothing for a 
great while ; but is it poſſible — what 

hracle 


O! Madam, pur- 
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Miracle do we ſee you again. Is it really our 
Son, or an IIluſion. And ſuch like Exclamations, 
which were to me unintelligible, as I had ſo lately wrote 
to them the Whole Circumilance of my Situation, and 
had receiv'd an Anſwer from them, containing the Con- 
ditions of my Freedom; I thought there was ſomewhat 
unnatural in the Aitoniſhment they both expreſſed, and 
began to fear ſome Diſorder in the Mind had ſeized 
them; but the firſt Tranſports of unruly Joy being a 
little over, and | beginning to mention the Letters, how 
confounded was I in my Torn, to hear they had never 
wrote to me, nor knew where I had been ſecreted from 
the time I was forced away, to the happy Moment of 
my Return. On this I ſhew'd the Letters I had receiv'd 
by the Hands of the Turnkey, and my Father affur- 
ing me, that ſign'd with his Name was a Forgery, I 
began to hope that from my Wife was the ſame alſo; 
but, alas, that p'eaſing Idea laſted not long, both my 
Parents confirmed the Story of her Falſhood, having 
heard it from all Hands, and, indeed, fo induſtriouſly 
had Mlonſieur De cauſed the Report of her in- 
tended Marriage to be ſpread, that it was a thing not 
doubted of, by any who were any way acquainted either 
with her or me. From thence it was natural to inſer, 
that the Letter was really wrote by her; though the 
other was a Contrivance the more to haſten me to give 
up my Claim. The Imagination that ſhe was concerned 
in this Stratagem render'd her more unworthy than ever 
in my Eyes, and I laboured inceſſantly not only to for- 
get all that had endear'd her to me, but even to hate 
her. As this was a Difpoſition which could alone te- 
ſtore me to my former Peace of Mind, my Mother en- 
deavour'd all in her power to divert me, continual Balls 
and Entertainments were given at our Houſe to all the 
neighbouring Gentry ; and as nothing is ſo effeQual to 
eſtrange the Heart from an Object it has been accuf- 
tomed to, as a Variety of new ones, ſhe took care to 
have always ſome ayreeable young Lady or other with 
us. Among this Number there was one, no leſs admired 
for her Beauty, than for her Wit and good Humous, 

| her 
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her Name is Mademoiſelle De Marcy, and her Family 
and Fortune, perfectly conformable to our on. 

I mult confeſs there was ſomething in this young 
Lady which extremely pleaſed me, I was never ſo hap- 
py as when in her Company, and whenever I quitted it 
felt a Regret, mix'd with an Impatience to ſee her 
again ; yet could not all this be called Love; it was ra- 
ther Friendſhip founded on the Knowledge of her good 
Qualities, an Elleem, an Admiration of the Mind, in 
which the Body had no ſhare, nor did I ever once 
think of the difference of Sexes in all the Converſations 
I had with her. 

My Behaviour, however, made every one give me to 
her for a Lover, my Parents were infinitely pleaſed to 
tnd me as they believ'd, engaged in a Paſſion fo agree- 
able as to Circumſtances, and thinking they ated ex- 
tremely prudent!v, propoſed a Match between us to the 
Friends af the yourg Lady, who readily accepted it, af- 
ter having found ſhe had no Averſion to it; and every 
thing was in a manner conc'uded on, without my know- 
ing any ſuch thing was in Agitation. 

I was all the time endeavouring to forget my dear 
inetta, but in vair ſleeping and waking her 


Image was ever before my Eyes, and I was but juſt 


| awaked from a Dream of her, which gave me ſome Dif- 
quiet, when my Mother came into my Chamber with 
| a more than ordinary SatisfaQtion in her Countenance. 


Now, my dear Son, ſaid ſhe, I flatter my ſelf the Re. 
mainder of your Days will attone for the Anxieties of 
the paſt ; Mademoiſelle De Marcy thinks you not un- 
worthy of her, her Kindred agree to your Happineſs, 
and all things are ſo diſpoſed, that the Contract between 
you may be ſign'd this very Evening. The Surprize 
] wes in at ſo unexpected a Salutation, and the little Sa- 
tisfaction J expreſs'd, very much alarm'd this tender Pa- 
rent, what, cry'd the, are you not in love with Made- 
moiſelle De Marcy? Has our Endeavours to make you 
happy proved the Reverſe? Do you not think ber deſer- 
ing of you? Yes, Madam, reply'd I, that Lady's Me- 
Ws may juilly entitle her to a more exalted Fortune ys 


90 The Virtuous Villager ; or 


ſhe could ſhare with me ; but, alas, I never en- 
tain'd one Thought that way, I am incapable of making 
her happy, and in ſpite of all her Charms, I ſhould 
languith even in her Arms for the dear abſent, though 
ungrateful Object of my firſt Vows. 

My Mother, though by Nature one of the moſt 
ſweet temper'd of her Sex, could not hear me ſpeak 
theſe Words without flying into an Extremity of Rage ; 
my Father when he was told of my Refuſal was rot 
leſs provoked ; all our Kindred highly blamed me, my 
Acquaintance wonde1'd, and, in fine, all the World 
blamed my Stupidity as they term'd it, and Meanneſs of 
: Spirit to retain enough of my former Affection, for one 
4 who had proved herſelf ſo unworthy of it, as to make 
me ſlight a young Lady every way qualified to make me 
; happy, and who had preferr'd me to a great Number 
4 Who ſigh'd in vain for her. 

Indeed, Madam, though I would not adhere to the 
Remonſtranccs made me on this Head, I ſecretly allow'd 
the Jullice of them, and extremely condemn'd myſelf 
for having given Occaſion for them: When once we 
are brought to believe that Reaſon demands our Aﬀent 
to any particular Action, though Inclination may oppoſe, 
a Perſon with any ſhare of Reſolution may overcome 
it, and prevail with himſelf to do as ſeems moſt juſt, 
This join'd with the * of my Friends, and, 
indeed, the Menaces of my Father, who told me, I 
had already brought him to trouble enough, and that he 
would riſque no more, but determin'd to diſown me as 
a Son if I did not comply, at laſt engaged me to con- 
ſent. ; | 

The Day before that prefix'd for my Marriage with 
Mademoiſelle De Marcy, the Letters you were ſo good 
to forward came to Hand, which gave a moſt fortunate 
Reverſe to this Affair. My Parents were too juſt, WW cu 
and, indeed, too much attached to my dear Wife now 

oved innocent, not to rejoice at the timely Diſcovery; | 
the Family of Mademoiſelle De Marcy had no Occaſion vil 
for Reſentment: And the young Lady herſelf had the 
Generoſity to congratulate me on the ſeaſonable Diſco- 

very. 
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very, which had it arrived but two Days later muſt have 
involv'd us all in Miſery. Every Body join'd with me sn 
deteſting the Cruelty of Monſieur and Madam 5 
in barbarouſly attempting to ſacrifice their Dau- 
ghter to a vile Intereſt: We conſulted the Laws a ſe- 
cond time in favour of this charming Woman, and 
my Father having well weigh'd what he was to do, en- 
tered the Proteſtation Minuetta had made againlt her 
Vows, and revived the Suit which had ſo long lain dor- 
mant againſt Monſieur De. —, in order to oblige 
him to acknowledge her as his Child. It had only been 
through the Power of a favourite Miniſter, that he had 
got the better of my Father before; but that Perſon 
was now in Diſgrace, and we hoped, that when the 
Cauſe come to be try'd before impartial Judges, he 
mull either own himſelf her Father, or ſuffer the Penalty 
of the Law, of aſſuming a right over her, and forcing 
her into a Convent, while he confined me in unwar- 
rantable Bonds. 

Our Opinion did not deceive us, Monſieur was now 
obliged to appear himſelf before the Court of Judicature, 
and was caſt. The Proofs were as clear as the 
Day: My dear Minetta is decreed Co- heireſs with her 
Siſter, and her Father forbid ſeeing her till further Per- 
miſſion: The whole verbal Proceſs is ſent to Rome, and 
there is no doubt but a Diſpenſation will ſoon arrive, 
and we ſhall b2 re-united with all the Forms neceſſary for 
the Occaſion. 

As in all Probability the Nuncio will have Orders to 
decide it, the Marquis De L———F——— Intereſt 
to that Prelate, to whom we have not the Honour to be 
known, would be of great Service toward haſtening the 
Affair to a Concluhon ; and this Favour, Madam, the 


long ſuffering Minetta begs you. will endeavour to pro- 
cure for her. 


Thus did Monfieur Me/icozrt finiſh his Story, and ha- 
ving thanked him for the Trouble he had-given himſelf 
in acquainting me with theſeParticulars,told him I rejoiced 
to dave it in my power to do any thing that might * 


eee 


have delayed, through the Complaiſance of liſtening to 
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his Felicity; that I doubted not of the Marquis's Rea- 
dineſs to comply with my Friends, as well out of his 
love of Virtue, as his Attachment to me; that I had 
now wrote to him, and would break open my Letter on 
pur poſe to inſert a Poſtſcript on the Buſineſs he men- 
tioned. I had no ſooner ſaid this but I broke the Seal, 
and recommended my dear Friend's Buſineſs in Terms 
the moſt ſtrenuous, my Tenderneſs for her could ſuggeſt. 
After this, we enter'd into a Converſation on the 
many Difficulties which are frequently the Attendants on 
Love, though of the moſt perfect and honourable kind; | 
no body had more Experience than myſelf of this, and il 
therefore could ſpeak feelingly upon it; indeed, I had 
at this time a ſufficient ſhare of Anxiety, to render me : 
| 

2 


more than ordinarily eloquent on the Occaſion. Dubois, 
whom ] fo impatiently expected many Hours before, was 

not yet come, and I could not imagine now to account 

for this Neglect; it was now pait Noon, and my Un- i 
eaſineſs grew ſo viſible, that Monſieur Melicaurt could b 
not but take Notice of it. On his aſking me the Cauſe, I 
I made no Scruple of revealing it, with the Danger 1 
was in from the old Marquis, if his Son were not ac- 1 
quainted with the Accidents that had happen'd fince I fav WW 7 
him. The Huſband of Saint Agnes ſeemed concerned WF g. 
I had not given him a Commiſſion to deliver it, telling WF In 
me it was a Thing of too much Conſequence for me to 
his Story, and begg'd I would that inſtant permit him to 
go with it, and * me an Anſwer back. This Offer 
was too obliging to be refuſed, I gave him his Inſtructions 
and he departed. 

As it was ſo ſmall a Diſtance, I expected him ſoon 
again, but two, three, and four o'Clock paſſed over, 
yet he was not return'd : This Delay gave me ſome alarm 

2 thouſand ſtrange Ideas came into my Head, 
concerning the Occaſion of it; and, to add to my Terror. 
Madam De Genneval enter'd my Chamber, and told me 
the Marquis De L———Y———— was come to vill 
me he would not be delayed, ſaid ſhe, till I could 
apprize you of the Honour, but told me he was _ 
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you had too much Good - Nature not to diſpence with Ce- 
remony. As ſhe ſpoke he followed her in, and took from 
me, by his Preſence, the Opportunity of reply ing to what 
ſhe ſaid, as otherwiſe I ſhould have done, and perhaps 
not in a manner very obliging to her, in the Humour [ 
then was. How difficult is it, when the Heart is oppreſt 
with Cares to aſſume a Serenity of Countenance ? yet it is 
a Piece of Diſſimulation, in ſome meaſure neceſſary for 
People that live in the World ; but I was too little prac- 


tiled in this Art, to elude the Penetration of a Man ſuch 
| as the Marquis: He preſently perceived the Conſtraint I 


put upon myſelf, and afl"d if he was come at an improper 
Time. No, my Lord, anivered I a little faultring in my 
speech, and if I appear not al together ſo ſatisfied with 
this Honour, as I ought to be, I beg your Lordſhip to 
impute it to a little Diſorder, occaſioned by want of Sleep 
laſt Night. This Excuſe, which was all I could think on 
at that Lime, gave him an Opportunity of ſaying many 
gay and gallant things, on the Occaſion of my Watcl.ful- 
vel: among other Things he told me, that nothing 
but Love could have the Power of breaking the reſt of a 
Lady of my Years and Circumſtances, and while he ſpoke 
this, looked at me with Eyes, which methought fad 
JeaNETTA, you in vain endeavour to hide yourſel, 
I know you and can read your inmeft Soul, Tho 
this was only my own Imagination, yet it frighted me 
little leſs than the reality would have done, 

"Tis a received Maxim, that the moſt filly Girl has 
Wit enough to manage a Love Intrigue, but I was an 
Exception to this Rule; as I was every Moment expecting 
Melicourt, either with a Letter, or ſome Meſſage of very 
great Importance, nay Knew not but even the young 
Marquis might have come with him, I ought in Prudence 
to have made ſome Pretence to ſtep out of the Room, and 
given orders to Barbara, to let whuever came to viſit me 
know who was above; but tho' I thought of this, I had 
dot Courage to put it in Execution, I feai'd the leaſt Ac- 
tion would make me ſuſpected more than I already was, 
and ſo run a Hazard of being much more fo, of being 
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fully diſcovered, as I muſt have been, if my Lover 
or even Dubois had come at that juncture, 

Whenever the old Marquis look'd upon me, I had not 
the Power to meet his Eyes, but caſt mine down with a 
Confuſion that ſometimes made him ſmile, and willing 
J ſuppoſe to increaſe it, he drew his Chair nearer me, 
and began to beſtow the molt laviſh Encomiums on my 
Beauty: the Name of Father to the Man J loved, gave 
him ſuch an Aſcendant over me, that tho' I could not 
have liſtened to ſeveral of his Expreſſions, from any other 
without Contradiction, Fear and Regard would not fuffer 
me to give him any Interruption. But when Madam 
De Genneva!, to make her Court to him I ſuppoſe, as 
well as to ſhew her Wit and Sprightlineſs, went to pluck 
back my Handkerchief, to ſhew as ſhe ſaid the Whiteneſs 
of my Neck, I drew it clofe again, and gave ber ſo ſe- 
vere a Look, as ſhew'd them both I was not of a Humour 
to bear ſuch Freedoms, nor would be jeſted with too far, 
The Air I put on, on this Occaſion, made the Marquis a- 
ſume a different Turn of Behaviour, and I could perceive 
that from that Moment he ever after treated me with more 
Reſpect, and Madam De Genneval with leſs, Which I 
think is a plain Demonſtration, how much 'tis in our 
Sex's Power, to give an Awe, even to thoſe whoſe For- 
tune and Character makes them apt to imagine every 
Thing becomes them. 

The old Nobleman, however, le not off my Praiſes, 
but then a certain Seriouſneſs accompanied them, which, 
tho* I could not avoid feeling ſome Confuſion at the 
extravagant Compliments on my Beauty, took of all 
Motives for Reſentment. He was ſtill on that Topic, 
when Me/icourt thinking I was alone, and impatient for 
his return, came haſtily into the Room, with a Letter 
in his Hand, I turn'd pale as Death at the fight of him, 
and had ſcarce Power to riſe from my Seat to receive 
him. The Marquis could not but obſerve this change i 
my Countenance, as he had his Eyes never off me, but 
taking no Notice of it to me, got up and reflrn'd the 
Civilicies paid him by the Huſband of Saint * 
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who judging him by many diſtinguiſhing Marks to be a 
Perſon of Quality, made his Reverence in the molt pro- 
found Manner, | 

When we had all replaced ourſelves, the Marquis and 
Melicourt entered into a Converſation, which tho' in- 
diffcrent, gave this young Gentleman opportunity of 
ſhewing he wanted neither Wit nor Education; and by 
Degrees, as People are apt to ſpeak of what they have 
molt at Heart, artfully enough introduced his own and 
Miſtreſs's Story, with a View no doubt of intereſting the 
Marquis in his Favour ; who ſeeming deſirous of doin 
every Thing to oblige me, aſked me if I ſhould find any 
Satisfaction to ſee the Affairs of that beautiful Nun ac- 
commodated* I was itoo zealous for my Friend, not to 
aſſure his Lordſhip there were very few Things I fo 
Well then, Madam, anſwered he, 
I give you my Word and Honour, that I will employ 
all the Credit I have with the Nuno, which I flatter 
myſelf is of ſome Weight, to engage him to a ſpeedy 
determination in her Favour. Be pleaſed, added he, 
turning to Melicourt to ſend me an exact Memorial of the 
Proceedings, and I will not only be your Advocate my- 
ſelf, but oblige my Friends to join with me in doing you 
all the good Offices in our Power. 

I thanked the Marquis for this Condeſcention, with a 
Warmth which manifeſted how zealouſly I eſpouſed the 
Cauſe of my Friend, and this Proof of my Sincerity drew | 
on me freſh Compliments; but not all the fine Thin 
laid of me by Perſons, who ſo well knew how to judge, 
could make me eaſy ; my Love had much the Prehemi- 
nence over my Vanity great as it was, and I impatiently 
longed to be alone with Melicourt, that I might know 
what my dear Marquis faid to my Letter. But my 
lulpence was not yet to ceaſe, and to add to my Perplexi- 
ties, a new Adventure happened which was very near 
betraying at once all I had ſo carefully concealed. 

My poor unthinking Aunt, who by accident was in the 
next Room, when ſome Body knocked very loud at the 
Street- Door, looked out of the Window to ſee who it 
was, and then came running into the Chamber where we 


were, 
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were, crying, Madam, Madam, here is the fine young 
Gentleman that dined with you one Day, come to viſit 
you. 'The Blood immediately forſook my Heart, and 
flew into my Face, at thele Words, I knew it mult be 
either my Lover, or Saint Fu ſhe meant; and which 
ever it were, if {een by the old Marquis, mult betray my 
Secret -in this Confulion, I got up and ran out cf 
the Room without being able to make any Excuie to the 
Company heard the Door open, and knew the 
Perſon was let in 1 flew to the Stairs, and met 
Saint Fal half way fly, cried J, out of Breath 
with the haſte I had made, the old Marquis is here — 
unlucky Accident, returned he, I have things to tell 
ou of the utmoſt Importance - endeavour to get 
rid of my Uncle as ſoon as you can, and I will return 
when I think he is gone — M hat News of the Alar. 
quis, ſaid 1? Mad, anſwered he, but this is not a 
Time nor Place to tell yu in ſpeaking theſe 
Words he made towards the Street-Door, and at that 
Inſtant ſome Body knocked Perhaps he is here, 
cried I, more dead than alive at the manner in which he 
had ſpoke ; but if it be, let him inſtantly depart. You 
need be under no ſuch Apprehenſions, replied the Count, 
it cannot be him, I with to Heaven it were ne 
would find ſome way to conceal him from his Father. 
What is it you mean ? My Lord, reſumed I trembling, 
what has happened? Saint Fa! was going to make ſome 
Anſwer but the knocking redoubled, and I bethought 
me of making him run into the Kitchen, till the Perion | 
ſhould be let m; and returned to the Company, having 
ordered Barbara to ſee who it was that knocked 
the Conſternation I was in at the few Words the Count - 
had faid to me on his Coukn's Account, joined to the 
Fears of being dilcovered, rendered me fo wild and di- } 
ordered that ] could ſcarce make any Apology for having 
left my Viſiters ſo abruptly. | 
The Marquis, who ſuffered not the leaſt Look or Mo- 
tion of mine to eſcape his Notice, aſked me in a low 
Voice, if any thing had happened to me in which he 
could be of no Service, alluring me, at the ſame on 
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that I might command any thing in his power. I was 
about to reply, tho' I believe it would have been with 
Diſtraction enough, when I was prevented by the en- 
trance of the Duke de———1i was glad of this Inter- 
ruption in one Senſe, and vex'd at it in another: bein 
unprepared to make a ſuitable Return to what the Father 
of my Lover had oftered, this Excuſe for my Silence was 
opportune ; but then any addition to the Company I had 
before, threatning to delay my talking with Me/icourt, 
and allo to prevent my ſpeaking a ſecond Time to Saint 
Tal, who had promiſed me to come again, was the molt 
untortunate Incident that could be. 8 

When every Body had paid thoſe Civilities to the 
Duke, which his Quality demanded, the Converſation 
was reaewed with a great ceil of good Senſe and Spiri. 
every Body but myſelf ſeemed to exert their Wit and 
Eloquence ; but I believe my Reader will eafily imagine 
the Situation of my Mind at that Time would not permit 
me to make uſe of my little 'Valents that way. 

They were rallying the Marquis on the Admiration he 
had ſome time before teſtified for the Lady of a certain 
Count, who came to ſollicite an Affair at Court, when 
we heard Barbara give a great <cream, and preſently af- 
ter ſaw that poor Creature come running ina moſt terrible 
Fright, crying, Thieves! Thieves! here, 
cried I, all the Company joined with me in the demand, 
and the three Gentlemen immediately had their Hands 
on their Swords. In the Kitchen, aniwered ſhe, I was 
going in and found the Door held fait againſt me, and 
on attempting to puſh it open, out ruſhed a Man, the 
Paſſage was dark, and 1 could not diſtinguiſh what ſort 
of Perſon he was, but I am afraid he has left ſome of 
his Companions, for never a Rogue of 'em all would 
have the Impudence to come alone to rob a Houſe at 
Noon Day. I doubred not but it was Saint Fal ſhe 
meant, and was glad to find he had got off undiſcovered ; 
but was obliged to feign myſelt under Apprehenſions, and 
Barbara begging that the Kitchen might be ſearched, 
ſaying that till it were, ſhe durſt not venture down . 
Stairs, every body ran down in compliance with her 
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not the leaſt Corner eſcaped their Scrutiny, 


Fears 


but no Man was to be found; in looking earneſtly about. 


however the Duke took up a Glove fring'd with Gold, 

which Salat Fal in his hurry had let %all ; ; upon my 
Honour, cried the Marquis, with a Smile, this Thief 
is certainly a Man of Fathion, I imagine he came with 
an intent to ſteal ſomething more valuable than any 
thing in the Kitchen I with he had not ſome 
Dehgns on Barbara. Ah! cried the Duke, who knows 
but the might have other Reaſons than thoſe ſhe pre- 
tended for crying out. The Tone in which theſe Words 
were ſpoke, and the Laughter that enſued, made my 
good Aunt, who was but a droll Figure at the beit, 
look exceeding filly ; and the grave Anſwers ſhe made, 
and the Aſſeverations that ſhe knew him not, and that 
he could be no other than a common Thief, heighten'd 
the Mirth, and I believe it would have continued a much 
_ Time, had not the Hour for the Marquis's At- 
tendance at Court: approach'd, and he was oblig'd to 
take leave, tho' as he ſaid with Regret. The Duke ] per- 
ceived had an Intention to ſtay behind him, but as I 
had not the ſame Awe of him as I had of the other, I 
had Reſolution enough to let his Grace know, I was 
obliged to write ſome Diſpatches about Affairs of Mo- 
ment to me, for which that Gentleman, pointing to Me- 
{icourt, waited, and had done ſo a conſiderable Time, his 
Grace was too polite to oppoſe my Deſires, and took his 
leave at the fame Time the Marquis did; Madam 4 
Genneval alſo retired, and I was at laſt at Liberty to 
entertain Melicaurt on a Subject I was fo impatient to 
hear : But, good Heaven ! how little did I expect or 
deierve what I was going to receive, I tremble to this 
Day, and my Blood runs cold through all my Veins, 

when I reflect on the dreadtul 'I'ryal to which my For- 
titude was put. 

Af.er having aſked Nonficur M. licaurt if he had ſeen 
tie Marquis, and what was the Effect of his Embaſly, 
he gave me a Letter; there, Madam, faid he, is aa 
Aniwer to what you wrote, I fear it will not be very 


* to you, aud am extremely grieved to be fo un- 
fortunate 


e agreeable to her 


- Duke De 


% 
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fortunate in the firſt Buſineſs I have the honour to be 
employed on by you. 

I rather ſnatch'd than took the Paper he preſented to 
me, in the Agony his Words involved me, and haſtily 


opening it, found in it theſe diſtracting, theſe ſoul- 
rending Lines. 


To Madamoiſelle JeaxrTTAa. 


The very Addreſs, ſo different from the Stile of a fond 
Lover to the Object of his Aſfections, was near making 
me faint away, but I ſummond all my Reſolution to my 
Aſſiſtance, and with much ado, read on as follows: 


Ire ſurprized, Madam, that a Lady fo much admired, 
Fand fo much taken up with the Gallantries of the Age, 
ſhould find Leiſure to make any excuſes for her Behaviour 
7e a Perſon o has it not in his Power to make thoſe 
publick Ackhnowoleds ments of his Paſton, æuhich I. find are 
Miftake me not, Madam, I pre- 
tend not to complain of the Conduct you have been p/oaftd to 
obſerve, fixce your Arrival at Verſaille I have 
tes much Regard for your Happineſs to diſapprove of thoſe 
Civilities, which ſeem due to the Quality and Merit of the 

if he ſhould happen to have the fame 
Intentions for you as had. I hall newer upbraid you 
evith having put the firſt Hand towards raifing your Far- 
un. -e delicacy of my Sentiments will prevent 14 
from ever giving you Diſquiet -yorr Inclinations Hall 
not be diſputed by me, and as you receive his Graces Fiſits, 
permit him to attend you to the Play, lifien to the {ft 
Things he entertains you xvith, it wvnnld be unpardonadbt- 
in me 10 offer any Interruption to cn Intercourſe ſo fati/- 
fatory to you. You are certainly independant, and 
I hawe no right to demand any Account of your Actiong—— 
I xwiſhh you more Happineſs than I can now ever hepe t9 
enjoy myſelf, and fall take care never to diflarb mur nc du 
Engngments by Viſits no leſs unprofitable to myſe If, than 
di ſagr. cable t's 14 Fares off J, thercfbr. .- 
ever. 4 
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P. S. I beg you will give your/el/ no trouble to anſiber 
this, for be c/urcd nothing 'g of your's avill everniore come 10 


ny Hand. . 


Let any Woman who has ever known what 'tis to 
love tincerely the molt pertect Object in the World now 
put her elf in my Place, for none but juch a one can 
judge of what 1 felt my Deſpair was fo great, 
my Griet to poignant, that could neither ven: "it in 
1lears nor in Complaimire: motionleſs as a 
Statue did I and ſome time Miliccurt endeavoured, 
to conſole me as J afterward was told; but J heard not 
any thing he ſaid all my Senſes were overwheim'd, 
inſomuch that I ſaw not the Count de Saint Fal, who 
entered while I was in this State of Inſenfibiſity. The 
fatal Letter had dropt from my Hand, and lay near me 
cn the Floor, and on his caſting his Eyes on that and 
on me, he no longer was at a loſs for the meaning of the 


Condition he found me im. His tender Soul was touched 


with the utmoſt Compaſlion for my Diſtreſs, and taking 
me by the Hand, dear Madam, cried he, mitigate your 
Sorrows, and pardon the Author of them ; all his Fault 
i occaoned by an Exceſs of Paſſion No, no, my 
Lord, 1epiied J, juſt then recovering the uſe of Speech, 
he loves me not he never loved me as he ought; 
for it he had, he could not have treated me in this 
cruel Mare ———if there is any Sincerity in Man, 
criea | widly ; if all your Pröfeſſions of Friendſhip, be 
not as ſalie, as wavering. as his are of Love, aſliſt me 
to fly from this deteſted Place never more will I 
be ſeen of the World, never more endure the Sight of 
barba:ous unfaithful Man ! Ah! My dear Saint 
A net, wy id I not follow the prudent Lindamire, and 


pait my ! ays with her in the peaceful Cloylter ! the 


Society ol (4.0 ſuch Friends would have enabled me to 
bear up 2g.unlt the "Ireachery of a deſigning Lover, 
vho waited tut a Pretence to abandon me, and no 
doubt trie moni in that which my Neceſſity, not Incli- 
ni: entcrced met) give him. But, contmugeF, 
what nced have 1 of any help to go where only Peace of 
M.ind 


LR 
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Mind is to be found I'll diſcover inſtantly who I 
am, to the Father of my ungrateful Lover ; his Hate 
will do all I could hope for from Affection he will 
ſend me where I no more ſhall hear the Name of him 
who has undone my Qniet. 

Thus did I exclaim til! I had no longer Breath, with- 
out ſuffering either Mel/icourt or the Count to Speak one 
Word: but the former having taken his leave, being 
obliged to go where his own Aﬀiirs required his Pie— 
ſence, the other made known the Generoſity of his 
Soul, in a manner few Men, if any betide himtelf, could 
put in Practice; inſtead of taking any Advantage of my 
Rage againſt the Marquis, for the Intere!t of his own 
Pathon, he employed all his Wit and Eloquence i in favour 
of his Rival: he told me, that diſcbliging as this proof 
was of his Loy e, there could not be a greater than the 2 
louſy he expre:! He then endeavoured to lay before 
me what Appearances there were, that I merited ſome 
little Reſentment, and begg'd I would not give way to a 
Deſpair, which he was certain would be mot e afflict ng io 
his Couſin, than any thing I was capable of doing. 

I tuffered him to proceed without any interruption 3 
but the Fury with which I was at firſt poſſeſt ſubiiling by 
degrees, an adequate ſhare of Grief took its Place, and 
burſting into a Flcod of Tears, Ah, my Lord! cried J, 
I am but too ſenſible of the Truth of what you ſay—your 
amiable Couſin did certainly once love me that he 
does ſo no more is owing to myſelf my Impri dence 
and IIl- management has forfeited the Pretenſions 1 had 
f to his Heart have been fo unnappy as to diſpl eaſe 
him, perhaps too, to give him ſome Uneaſineſs | 
O, tell him, my Lord, that I conſeſs the Faults I hate 


d been guilty of, tho' led into them only by an Exceſs df 
e Tendernets for him tell him, that I will puniſh my- 


ſelf for them by forſaking the World, which has nothing 
in it for me without his Love. 

But I will not trouble the Reader with all the inco- 
kerent things I uttered in this terrible Situat; on; it thall 
ſuffice to ſay, that all Monſieur Saint Fal could do, was 
ineffectual to Bring me to any tollerable Compoſure of 


F 3 | Mind, 
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Mind, and he was obliged to leave me, it growing 
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late, with an mfmite Concern. 

The next Day he came again, but found me in the 
fame Diltrac tion, AMeliccurt alſo employed all his leiſure 
Hours, in endeavouring to aſſuage my Griefs ; but every 
Attempt to that Purpoſe was in vain. Thoſe two were 
the only Perions 1 would ſee, and tho' the old Marquis 
molt earneltly begg'd to ſpeak with me, I made Har- 
daa put him off ſometimes on one Pretence, and ſomes 
times on another, s for the Duke 4. he had been 
tive times at my Lodging without being admitted, in 
one of which, ſincs he could not fee me, he left for me 
a handſome Sum of Xloney, which the Bounty of the 
King had beltowed on me, through his Hands, in con- 
lideration of the Services my ſuppoted Huſband had been 
ſaid to have done. But this Favour cauſed me afterwards 
much Trouble, as will be ſeen hereafter in the Courſe of 
theſe Mlemoirs. Common Gratitude obliged me to ſuficr 
his Grace to be admitted once after this, I thanked him 
tor the Recommendations he had given me to the King, 
but received him in fo cool a Nlanner, that it was ealy for 
him to perceive his Viſits were not at all agreeable, and 
teſtißed a Concern at it, which convinced me, he was 
entirely ſerious when he told me he loved me. 

At ſength [ was alſo obliged to ſce the old Mlarquis, but 
the Conſtraint I put on myſelf to aſſume a Chearfulneſs 
which was far diſtant to my Heart, was ſuch a Pain 
tnat I could ſcarce ſupport it, and beſides, counterfeited 
ſo ill che Part I endeavoured to act, that a Perſon of infi- 
nitely leſs Penetration than his I had to deal with, might 
have perceived it. The Views he had at that time in 
his Head, however, made him take not the leaſt Notice 
of any Alteration in me, and he always behaved to me 
with the greateſt Good-humour and Complaiſance. 

For eight Days never Creature ſuffered more than I 
did, during all which time I heard nothing of my Lover, 
from the ſecond Day after J had received that 
cruel Letter neither the Count nor Melicourt ſeemed 
Willing to mention his Name, and tho' I ſeldom ſpoke 
of any elle, 1 could obſerve that they evaded all the 

Queſtions 
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Queſtious I aſked, by putting others to me foreign to the 
Purpole; this ſtrangely perplex'd me, and growing quite 
impatient to be kept thus in the dark, in a thing which 
ſo nearly concered me, | at laſt got out of them, that the 
Marquis had left J'e-/a:lles, and was gone to join his 
Regiment in C-rmary where the War was broke out. 
What an Addition was this to what I felt before! 
Can Words exprels what 'twas I fuftered No, 
twas unutterable————inconceivable————the very 
Remembrance, even now bleſt as I am in the utmoſt of 
my Wiſhes, ſtrikes me with Horror am able 
to proceed no farther ; but thole who take Intere't 
enough in my Story to wiſh for the Event mult have Pa- 
tience till I recover myſelf, and continue a generous Pity 
fur me they ſhall ſoon ſee, that the Happineſs'I now 
enjoy has been brought about by all the "Trials of For- 
titude and Patience that Woman could ſuſtain. 


The End of the EIGHTH PART. 
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T. IX. 


2 N FT ER this laſt mentioned dreadful 
2 pe Shock, I ſhut myſelf up from all the 
* ef 7 A World, not excepting the Count De 
22 18 Saint Fal or the obliging Huſband of 
y dear Saint Agnes : Nothing but the 

wh ty 3 belt Conſtitution that ever was, could 
ee FU Bees have enabled me to ſuſtain the Weight 


of Anguiſh, which I then labour'd under l endeavoured 
to bring myſelf to ſome Reſolution where to go; for 
Verſailles and all the Gaieties of it, were now deteſtable 
to me: I had very often rhoughts of diſcovering mylelt 
t my Aunt Parbara, and return with her to the Village. 
As all the Misfortunes I had undergone, and even the 
Errors I had been guilty of, aroſe from the violent Aﬀec- 
ton I had for the Marquis, not excepting even that for 
which I was forſaken, it ſeem'd as if Providence did not 
approVs 
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approve my Tenderneſs, and I ought in Obedience to the 
divine Will, to lay this voluntary Puniſhment on my ſelf. 
to return to my native Meanneſs, and ſubmit ta all the 
additional IIls, which the Inſults, I muſt expect to receive 
for my Behaviour, ſince I left it, muſt inflict upon me. 
reflected on the Penance Linda mine laid on 
herſelf, in being obliged to relate her unhappy Story 
wherever ſhe came, and thought my Vanity deſerved no 
leis a Humiliation ; but alas ! how little do we know 
ourſelves, that very Vanity which I wiſh' d to mortify, 
had ſtill too much dominion over me, to permit me 40 
continue long in this Reſolution ; after a long Struggle, 
therefore, a Monaltry was the only Refuge I could con.ent 

to take. | 
I then wrote to Saint Fal, deſiring he would come to 
me immediately, and as ſoon as I faw him,conjured him 
to comply with what I deſired: Can you doubt it I 
will do ſo, anſwered he? no, my Lord, ſaid I, your 
Honour and Sincerity are too well known to me, and I 
ſhall not hefitate to entreat you will crown the Work you 
have begun, tis all I ſhall ever aſk of you. As I ſpoke 
this, the Tears trickled down my Cheeks, and ring 
Sighs obſtructed the Paſſage of my Words: Permit me, 
cried the Count, to ſpare you the Trouble of mentioning 
your Commands——— know what 'tis you expect 
from me you would have me overtake the Margui , 
convince him of the Injuſtice of his Suſpicions, and bring 
him to your Feet a Penitent: I will this inftant go about 
it, and if Deſpair has not rendered him deaf to Reaſon, 
you ſhall be ſatisfled. No, my Lord, rep'ied I, my 
paſt Conduct, as to that Nobleman, has made you put a. 
wrong Conſtruction on the preſent————-ſo far from 
purſuing him with my unhappy Love, I wiſh not to fee 
him more——His Eyes are now opened a tranſient 
Paſhon in my Favour had blinded him, but he now fees - 
the vaſt Diſparity between us, is aſhamed of the Weak- 
nels he has been guilty of, and attones for it by abandoning 
me I blame him not -tor remembring the Dignity 
of his Birth, I only think, he might have quitted me 
without cruelly accufing me; but 1 will talk 
5 | no 
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no farther on that Subject — the happy Moments, 
in which I indulged too flattering Ideas, muſt now be 
buried in eternal Oblivion the Follies into which 
a headſtrong Paſſion hurried me, be puniſhed, my 
Aim now, my only Aim, is to pals my whole Life in a 
Convent, and there in the lowelt Station, humble the 
Pride your Coutin's Addrefles kindled in me I Ratter 
myſelt, that Heaven in Pity of my Youth and Innocence 
wilt enable me in Jime to get the better of a 'Tenderncis. 
which not all his Severities has yet extinguiſhed my 
conltamt Prayers ſhall be to free my Heart from an Image 
too deeply engraven on it, and my Tears inceſſantly 
roured at the Feet of the holy Altar, will perhaps prevail, 
and rellore to me that Peace which at preſent is a 
Stranger. 

| uttered this in Accents ſo moving, and accompanied 
what I mid with a Flood of Tears, that Saint Fal could 
not forbear ſympathizing with me, yet was far from a- 
grceing to my deſire of excluding my ſelf from the World 
tor ever : he repteſented to me the Danger 1 ſhould incur 
of being milerable, where I expected Eaſe ; by ſuffering 
the worſt of Torments, that of a too late and fruitleſs 
Remorie : Deſpair, he told me, would infallibly be the 
Conſequence of ſuch raſh Vows, which would no ſooner 
be mace, than I ſhould wiſh to break. He inſinuated 
artfully, that | was not of a Diſpoſition for a Cloyſter, 
and that tho' I was at preſent out of Humour with the 
World, Time, or perhaps ſaid he, the Repentance of my 
Coutin, might work a Change in my Sentiments. 

Here I interrupted him, and with an Air which was 
not without ſome Mixture of Diſdain in it, no, Count, 
ind I, tho' 1 love the Marquis with the utmoſt Tender- 
neſs, and I tear in ſpite of my Efforts ſhall always do ſo, 
yet if he ſhould return to his firſt Vows, on no Conſid- 
ation Whatever will I ever be pievailed upon to fee a 
Man more, who has once abandoned me— -this is 
my fix'd Refolution, and the whole World ſhall never 
Make it. 

Alonfieur de Saint Fal ſeemed to think very ſeriouſly 
eu what I had ſaid for ſometime without Ipeaking, * 
nen 
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when he did, argued but faintly againſt it: He owned the 
Marquis deſerved I ſhould reſent his haſty Determination 


that I ought not to have been condemned without 
hearing at leaſt what I had to ſay in my Defence; but 
{till inüſted on the Manner of my doing it. And after 
repeating the fame Arguments he had before made uſe of, 
againſt my being a Nun, charming Fearetta, ſaid he, 
your Heart is made for Love you have too lively 
an Imagination to live in a ſtate of Indifference you 
will always love, and what is in Nature cannot be era- 
dicated would to Heaven that whenever the Object 
changes, it may be in Fayour of one, who would make it 
the Buſineſs of his Life to merit you, and who could ne- 
ver be capable of ſuſpecting you. He was going on, 
perhaps to ſpeak even more plain, when Barbara imagi- 
ning, becaule I had ſent for Saint Fal. I would fee Com- 
pany as uſual, brought the Duke De into the 
Room. | was a little vex'd, being not in a Humour to 
ſpeak to any, but thoſe who knew the Cauſe, however 
I received him with the Civility his Rank, and my late 
Obligations to him demanded. But I could not ſo far ba- 
niſh the Cloud from my Brow, as to hinder him from per- 
ceiving it, and after we were ſeated, as I was told Madam, 
ſaid he, you admitted few Viſits for ſome Days paſt, I 
would have choſe rather to deprive myſelf of what I look 
on as my greateſt Happineſs, then have broke in on your 
Privacies, had not an odd Aſtair happened which I thought 
proper to make you acquainted with perhaps, con- 
tinued he, your Ladyſhip knows of it already, and that 
has occaſioned the Uneaſineſs I fee you under, but, NMla- 
dam, I would not have you diſquiet yourſelf too far, depend 
upon it, you have Friends who will give you convincing 
Proofs of their Reſpect for you. 
was prodigiouſly —— at this Diſcourſe, as I 
could not imagine what new Accident had happened, ia 
which I ſhould want the Intereſt- of any Friends of his Ac- 
quaintance ; but as I thought whatever it were, it would 
ſerve as a plauſible Pretence for the Perplexity he found 
me in, I pretended not to be 1 ignprant of what 
F he 
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he came about, but begg'd him to repeat it, having had, 
as I ſaid, but an imperte& Account. 

Nay, Madam, anſwered he, it ought not to alarm 
you————thole kind of Impoſtures are frequent here, 
and I do not queſtion but all will be ſet right in a Day or 
twe tis true, the Affair might occaſion a good deal 


of "Trouble to ſome Ladies, but with you, Madam, whoſe 


Beauty and Accompliſliments have interelted all the Court 
in your Favour, it is quite otnerwiſe; and if there were no 
other Perſons than the Marquis De L VL. 
and myſelf, and the Count here, to eſpouſe your Cauſe, 
I dare anſwer we ſhould be ſufficient to maintain it, againſt 
a!l fuch impudent Pretenders. 

Judge kind Reader, how greatly this Prelude heightned 
my Curiolity, Monficur De Saint Fal, gueſſing at my 
Impatience, and feeling no {mall Share of it himtelf, de- 
ſired the Duke not to keep me in Suſpence, but relate 
what he knew of this Adventure. 

I think myſelf obliged to do fo, replied he, becauſe 
perhaps it may have reach'd this Lady's Ear, in a man- 
ner very different from Truth. About four Hours ago, 


Madam, a Woman of much the ſame Age with your 


Ladyſhip, tho' not a thouſandth Part ſo lovely, ſent in 
your Name, to beg a Moment's Audience of me; I was 


at that Time very ſull of Company, but not imagining it 


could be any other than yourſelf, I quitted them immedi- 
ately, and went into another Room to receive you; but 
I was ſtrangely ſurpriz d to find inſtead of you, a Perſon 
I had never ſeen before——as I did not offer to diſguiſe 
it, your Grace, ſaid ſhe, is not the only one, who ex- 
preffes an Aſtoniſhment at ſeeing me, I have heard the 
whole Court is prejudiced in Favour of a Woman, who 
has taken my Name upon her, and pretending that the 
Count de Rochcs was killed in the Service, has received a 
handſome ? reſent from the King: my Huſband, continued 
ſhe, Heaven be praiſed, is ſtill living, tho' in an ill tate 
of Health, and unable to ſollicit for himſelf, has ſent me 
to YVer/ailles to implore ſome Portion of his Majeſty's 
Bounty, nor ſhould doubt the Succeſs of my Petition, bad 
not this Impoſture prevented me. | 


That 


Virgin's Victory. 109 
That Word, Madam, continued he, obliged me to 
hinder her proceeding any further, I told her that nothing 
but the Conſideration of her Sex, prevented me from 
treating very ill, a Perſon who ſhould take upon herſelf 
the Name of a Lady, whom I was well acquainted 
with, and had the greateſt ReſpeR for; ſo adviſed her 
to make no farther mention of ſo impertinent an Affair; 
and added, that if I heard any more of it, I ſhould be leſs 
ſcrupulous in what Manner I reſented it. 

To this ſhe replied, that it was very unjuſt to prefer the 
counterfeit to the real Perion ; but that ſhe ſaw how mat- 
ters went, and would complain to the War Office ; for 
as to the Favours received from the King in her Name, 
ſhe did not ſo much regard that loſs, as the giving out 
that her Huſband was dead, by which Report his Com- 
miſſion might be diſpoſed of to another, and his Family 
ruined—ſhe ſaid much more to the {ame purpoſe, but I 
was not of a Diſpoſition to hear her, and ſhe went mutter- 
ing away ſince this, I have been told, ihe has 
actually preſented a Petition to the Council of War, and 
offer'd to produce a Certificate from the Colonel of the 
Regiment, in which ſhe affirms her Huſband is a Captain. 

The Secretary has juſt now ſent me a Detail of this 
Affair, and ſeems inclinable to believe the Clamour ſhe 
makes has ſome Foundation; I am therefore, now come, 
Madam, continued he, to know in what manner you 
would have me act; for I believe we ſhall be obliged to 
prove at the Office, that no Fraud has been put in prac- 
tice, and that tho' there ſhould happen to be another of 
the ſame Name, yet that you are the Widow of one Count 
De Roches, who died in the Service, and the Perſon whoſe 
Name was inſerted in the Memorial I preſented in your 
Behalf ; and if you will take my Advice, you will im- 
mediately put the thing paſt Diipute, by giving an ac- 
count of the Place and Particulars of your Huſband'sDeath, 
that a proper Enquiry may be made, and your Ladyſhip 
acknowledged for what you are. 

The Count, who all the Time the Duke was ſpeakin 
leemed in a deep Study, no leſs perplexed than myſelf, 
as he had innocently been che Cauſe of this new Trouble 
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to me, anſwered with a Gaiety, which very much fur- 
priz'd me, that the Woman who called herſelf the Coun- 
tels De Roches, could only be a Cheat; for ſaid he this 
Lady can bring ſufficient Proofs, in two Hour's Time, 
who ſhe is. But, purſued he, turning to me, I re- 
member you told me that urgent Buſineſs obliged you to 

out, tho* your Politeneſs would not permit you to ſay 
o before his Grace——o—=-you may therefore, I ſuppoſe, 
defer giving the Proof expected from you 'till to-morrow ? 
O by all means, replied the Duke, any time 
within theſe three Days will ſuthce ; and I am extremely 
concerned, if my Viht has detain'd the Lady a Moment, 
from proſecuting her Intentions. I ſaw that the Count 
had ſaid this for no other Reaſon than to get rid of the 
Duke, that we might conſult together on what was to be 
done, and ſaid, that indeed the Affair which called me 
abroad, was ſuch as could not be well diſpenſed with, 
and hoped his Grace would pardon a Rudeneſs, which 
Neceſſity enforced. He ſaid a thouſand polite Things in 
Anſwer to this, and took his Leave: Saint Fal went out 
with him to avoid Suſpicion, but gave me to underſtand 
by a Sign, that he would ſoon be with me again. 

Aſter I was alone, if one can be ſaid fo to be with 2 
thouſand tormenting Ideas, I grew more reſolute than 
ever to quit Yer/ailles, this lait Adventure had indeed 
rendered my Departure abſolutely neceſſary, and the 
Count returning immediately, I expreſſed ſuch an Im- 

ience to be gone, that he had nothing to oppoſe againſt 
it, This generous Friend was perfectly overwhelm'd 
with Grief, for having given me this new Diſturbance, 
by making me paſs tor the Counteſs De Racbes, but as 
he knew not there was any ſuch Perſon in being, it was 
impoſſible, for him to foreſee the ill Confequences attending 
what he had done; but I told him it availed nothing to 
reflect on the palt, Time was too precious to be loſt in 
Diſcourſes of this Nature, and I muſt now think of ſe- 
curing my ſelf, from any ſuch Vexations for the future; 
I therefore reiterated my Requeſt, of being conducted to 
a Monaſtery, whence, I ſaid, nothing ſhould prevail upon pre 


me to go out, for the whole remainder of my Lite. 
Monſieur 
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Monſieur De Saint Fal perceiving I was fo bent upon 
it, and that all he had ſaid to diſſuade me, ſerved only ta 
make me find more Arguments for what I had deter- 
mined, very artfully deſiſted any Attempt to alter my 
Opinion, but told me, that till things were 
for my being received into a Convent, it was proper I 
ſhould retire ftomewhere. This I agreed to, and the next 
Morning was fix'd for my parting from Yer/ailles ; and 
in order to deceive Madam De Genneva/, whom we had 
all the Reaſon in the World to diſtruſt, Saint Fal acquain- 
ted her, that being ſtraitned for Room, I had taken 2 
Houſe, which J intended to furniſh, expecting very ſoon 
an Increaſe of my Family she who ſuſpected no- 
thing of the Truth, made anſwer that ſhe was ſorry to 
lole me, but ſuppoſed I was going to be married, and as 
ſoon as I 3 proper to declare it, would not fail 
coming to congratulate me. The Count anfwer'd her 
only with a Smile, and that inquiſitive Woman imagi- 
ning tle Thing was as ſhe ſaid, enquired no more about 
It, 
Early the next Morning, as we had concerted, all my 
Furniture was taken down; but inſtead of being remo- 


1 ved to the Place intimated to Madam De Genne val, it 
n was conveyed by one of the Count's Servants to Paris, 
d on Carriages hired for that Purpoſe. 

* Juſt before my Departure, I ſent for Monſieur Melicourt 


and acquainted him with my Journey, and the Mo- 
tives of my undertaking it; Roy to write to him, 
as foon as 1 was fix'd, that he might ſend me an Account 
of his Affairs from Time to Time. He teſtiſied the ut- 
moſt Senſe of my Regard for him, and ſaid he hoped to 
be at Paris, in a ſhort Time, and would then infallibly 
wait upon me. | | 

When we defire moſt Secrecy, Fortune for the moſt 
Part throws ſomething in the Way to endanger a Dit- 
cover aint Fal (et out before me on Horſeback, 
aud was to wait for me ata ſmall Village near Ferſailles, 
went with Barbera in a Poſt-Chaile, which he had 
provided for me, and was bleſſing Heaven, *for having 
made my Eſcape without any croſs Accident — 
"7 W 
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when turning towards the t Alley, I met a Coach 
and Six, in Which I faw the old Marquis De L-Y—, 
he paſs'd cloſe by me, and tho' I was pretty much muffled 
up, I could diſcern he knew me, by the Earneſtneſs of 
his Looks and a Smile ; what he diſcovered in my Coun- 
tenance I know not, but I believe there was Confuſion 
and Fear ealy to be read 1n it, but we preſently loſt Sight 
of him: My Chaiſe went at a great rate, and purſued the 
Road to Paris, and his Coach drove on to Yer/ailles. 


As he did not ſtop, nor as I could perceive ſent any Body 


after me, I flattered myſelf, that the Surprize I had been 
in, was all the Conſequence of this Rencounter. 

Tho' I had but a ſhort Way to go before I met the 
Count, yet did many Reflections run through my Mind 
in that I 1me, che Unkindneſs of my dear Marquis 
was ſtill the moſt predominant—He no longer loves me, 
cried I to myſelf, he abandons me to be the Sport of 
Fortune, and intere{ts himielf no more in what ever ſhall 
befall me Ah ! that I could behave with the ſame 
Indifterence to him that I could free my Heart from 
his too enchanting Image, I am told I am formed 
for loft Deſire that Love has the greateſt Share in my 
Compoſition, why then cannot I reward the Services of the 
moſt generous Man on Earth— the complaiſant, the ten- 
der, the faithful Saint Fal he never would have 
uſed me thus———] then began to think how happy 1 
might be, if I could once bring myſe!f to love the, Count 
und, as in theſe Moments I wiſh'd to do ſo, I took 
Pains to recollect all he had done for me, his Piſinte- 
reſtedneſs, his Politeneſs, his noble Behaviour, and when 


I made a Compariſon between the Marquis and him, with 


regard to me, the one ſeemed an ungrateful, the other a 
conllant Lover; and tho I was far from being able to 
change the Object of my Paſſion, yet I look'd on it as a 
Proof of the greateit Weakneſs in me. ITheſe Medita- 
tions remained with me, till I arrived at the Place ap- 
pointed, and SaintFal waited for me with a livery Coach, 
into which I went with him, and ſet Barbara on a Horſe. 
ſending back the Chaiſe, in order to prevent the Place 1 
was going to, from being ſuſpected. 


No 
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No Difficulties attended our Journey, we arrived at 
Paris in good Time, and Saint Fal conducted me to a 
neat handlome Apartment, conſiſting of four Rooms and 
a Kitchen. I thanked him in the moſt obliging Manner, 
for the Care he had taken of every T hing, and thinking 
myſelf happy in ſuch a Friend, appeared infinitely more 
chearful than could be expected from a Perion in the 
Situation I then was in, and the Deſpair I had fo lately 
teſtifed : He was charmed with the Change he found in 
me, and as he has ſince acknowledged, nothing but the 
Apprekenſions that betraying any Tranſports might 
have rendered me more determined of retiring to a 
Cloyſter, hindered him from throwing himſelf at my 
Feet, and expreſſing his Satisfaction in the moſt tender 
and paſſionate Terms what a Prcef of Delicacy 
did he give in putting this Reſtraint upon himlelf- 

| how few Men there ate that are capable of acting in that 
manner, and how much ought a Woman that contracts 
| a Friendſhip with ſuch a one to value him! 
| We ſupp'd together, and the next Day he came again 
to viũt me, | wou!d needs keep him to dine, and after the 
Cloth was taken away, he deſired I would examine my 
2 little Library, to which he told me he had made ſome 
* Addition. I complied with his Requeſt, and found ſe- 
e vera] entertaining Books, which I had never ſeen before; 
1 among them were the celebrated Novels of Madam de 
c Gomez, the Title of one pleaſing me extremely, I ſingled 
* WO it out with a Deſign of amuſing myſelf with it, after he 
e- as gone, and this gave him an Opportunity of entring 
into a Diſcourſe of thoſe little Treatiſes. | 
There is nothing, ſaid he, that gives a better turn to the 
Mind, than reading ſuch Hiſtories, wrote in this manner, 
tor whether there be any thing of reality in them or not, 
Virtue is always inculcated————a Nobleneſs of Soul is 
always repreſented in the moſt lively Colour, and it's 
contrary rendered fo diſagreeable, that whoever finds in 
lemſelves the leaſt likeneſs of ſuch a Picture, will, if 
not hardned in Vice, endeavour to put another mode 
upon their way of Thinking. Beſides, there fre many, 
: mio would fly a grave Remonſtrance, are inſenſibly — 
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by the gay turn generally found in Writings of this Na- 


ture to imitate the good Examples contained in them 
no Inſtruction makes fo great an Impreſſion on the 
Alind, as that which is conveyed through the Canal of 
Pleature—————there is a Love of Liberty fo inherent 
to Mankind, that any Thing that carries with it the 
air of Compulſion is ſure to be avoided ; but it is my 
Opinion, that the roughelt Nature in the World may be 
ſoothed into Goed-manners, and be capable of doing 
every Thing that can be wiſhed, when the Change ſhall 
ſeem to come from itſelf alone. 

He ſaid many more thirgs to the ſame Purpoſe, and 
concluded with an Apology for having been ſo tedious ; 
for, ſaid he, I fear I am fo aunfortunace as not to enter 
upon thoſe Subjects of Converſation that are molt agree- 
able to you. I aſſured him that he could ſpeak of very 
few Things, that would not be rendered ſo by his manner 
of expreſfing. He returned this Complement with 2 
low Bow, and ther. ſaid, charming Fearetta, how 
truly amiable is your Mind, that can lay ſuch a Reſtraint 
on yourſelf to oblige your Friends. I have now enjoyed 
the Pleaſure of your Society for almoſt two Days, yet 
you have never once mentioned the Marquis ; in ſpeaking 
theſe Words, he looked me full in the Face, as tho' he 
would read my inmoſt Thoughts, whatever Gloſs I 
—_— put upon them by my Words. 

felt my Heart flutter, and an unuſual Warmth o're- 

ſpread my Cheeks at that Inſtant ; but calling all my 
Courage to my Aid, why my Lord, cried 1, would you 
remind me of a Man I am deſirous of forgetting ?—— 
why would you recall any Reflections of what has been, 
ſince ii now ſo no more? the Struggle is hard; 
bu ſtil I flatter myſelf Reaſon will get the better of an 
ill · treated Softneſ< no, continued I, with an Ait 
of Haughtineſs, great as he is by Blood, his Inſtability, 
his Inconſtancy ſets him below my Notice perhaps 
even now he offers to another thoſe Vows, that Heart 
he a thouſand Times has ſworn ſhould never be but 
mine. 

| Oh! 
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Oh! what a Medley is a Lover's Mind ! what contra- 
dictory Ideas riſe in the ſame Inſtant thwarting each 
other; while I ſpoke, Indignation and Tenderneſs had 

an equal ſhare in my divided Hear. at once I hated 


and loved. The Count was too quick ſighted not to 
| diſcover this Truth, and with a Sigh which ſeemed. to 


rend his Breaſt, Ah, Feanetta ! Feanetta, cried he! this 
Anger of yours informs me but too well of what I longed, 
vet feared to know the Marquis ſtill is, and will 
be ever dear to you, and Saint Fal forever wretched — 
but I revere and adore the Mouth that pronounces my 
Doom, and before eight Days are paſt, will give you a 
convincing Proof, that my Paſſion for you is greater even 
than yours for my too agreeable Couſin, and that is go- 
ing to the greatelt heighth it can arrive at. 

The Surprize I was in at theſe Words, whoſe Meaning 
could not comprehend, and yet ſeemed to imply ſome 
1 I creat Deſign, ſhewed itſelf in my eager Reply. What 
v WM Proofs, cried I, and in fo ſhort a Time ? what 
it elation can any Proof of your Affection have to that of 
dl WW the Marquis? 
et Alas! reſumed he, how impoſſible is it for you, 
19 Madam, to conceal how precious he is to ou 
he WW you would not have been thus impatient for unriddling 

| Wthis Myſtery, had my Words regarded only myſelf ; but, 

tor your Puniſhment, added he, with a forced Smile, 
re- I will not eaſe you of this Suſpence, till I have your 
ny Fromiſe not to think of going to a Monaſtry till my 
ou Weeturn., 
— BW Return! ſaid I, more amazed, whether are you 
ring? Ab, my Lord, you will not forfake me ſure, 
ul you have ſeen me ſettled according to my*with ? 
tow obliging, replied he, would be that fear in other 
Circumſtances Ah ! Count, interrupted I, can you 
nake a doubt of the Friendſhip I have for you, which I 
we to you, and which you are fo truly worthy of 
uke not a Pleaſure therefore in giving me theſe Alarms 
what Riddle is this, that is not to be ſolyed, but 
n Condition? I conjure you add not to my Diſ- 
that of Uncertaint / believe I cannot en 
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while I think there is any thing relating to you that 

uires Concealment. | 

Ah! Madam, cried he, lifting up his Eyes, how 
greatly am I indebted to your Friendſhip——would to 
Heaven the leaſt ſhare of this Kind Concern proceeded 
from a ſofter Motive ; but I muſt be content, nor ſuffer 
you to continue longer in Suſpenſe know then, moit 
adorable of your Sex, purſued he, that my Duty calls 
me to the Army, where I ought to have been ſooner, 
if I could have prevailed on my ſelf to have left you ſur- 
rounded with the Perplexities you were in at FYer/ailles ; 
but as you are now without all Queſtion, ſafe from my 
Uncle's Enquiries, I go with more Tranquility—— 
I ſhall ſee the Marquis the Moment 1 reach the Regi- 
ment, and in eight Days time you ſhall have an Account 
of his Behaviour, and Sentimerts concerning you——— 
whatever they may be at preſent, I ſhall ioon convince 
him how d- ſerving you are of his Aﬀection, and probably 
my Letter to you will be accompanied with one from 
him no leſs ſatisfactory, than the laſt you received from 
him was the contrary. | 

O Love, how powerful art thou ! the Count had ro 
ſooner given me hopes of being ſtill dear to the Mar- 
quis, and that I again ſhould ſee lim, the fond, the 
engaging Adorer he had been, than my Soul imbibed 
the rapturous Idea, and felt immeaſurable Delight 
I now no longer regretted the Departure of Monſieur 
de Saint Fal, on the contrary I wiſhed him gone 
my Thoughts out-ſtrip'd the Wind; he had not left of 
ſpeaking a Moment before my Imagination preſented hin 
talking to my Lover, atielling my Innocence, 2 
Things cleared up, the dear Man at my Feet, entreating 
Pardon for his unjuſt Suſpicions, a Reconciliation, mu- 
tual Tranſports, and ten Thouſand Day Dreams, which 
none but thoſe who love with an equal ſhare of Warmti 
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Monſieur de Saint Fal pretending not to obſerve what 
paſſed in my Heart, tho' as he afterwards told me it was 
eaſy enough to be read in my Countenance, entertained 


me on indifferent Things, for which I was not a lite 
L diſoblige; 


Virgin's Victory. 117 


t diſobliged: I had forbad him to ſpeak of the Marquis 
to me, but I now did net thank him for obeying my 
„Commands: The flattering Idea of being again beloved 
o by him, ſo took up all my Thoughts, that I wiſhed to 
freak of no other Topick. 
* At laſt this noble ſpirited Friend took his leave, and 
\> I while doing fo, I could perceive ſome Tears trickle down 
his Cheeks, in ſpite of his Endeavours to reſtrain them, 
r, and juſt as he left the Room, beautiful Fearerfa, ſaid he, 
u- nake yourſelf as eaſy as poſſible, be aſſured you 
„ball ſoon hear of me, and of him likewiſe whom you 
ny moit wiſh to be informed of: Theſe Words reminding me 
— lat he ſaw through all the Efforts I made for diſquiſing 
my Affection for the Marquis, made me call him back, 
Une 2nd engage the moſt ſolemn Promiſe from him not to inter- 
— re too far in my behalf—the Thought of making any 
nce MW advances on my Part, was equal almoſt to the loſs of 
by m, and in ſpite of all my Tenderneſs, I diſdained to 
om None his return to any other motive than his Love. I 
om nade him alſo give me his Word and Honour to write 
me a full Account of all that paſſed between him and 
no bis Couſin with regard to me, without ſuppreſſing the 
lar ¶ fait Circumſtance on any Conſideration whatever; and 
the n return for this, aſſured him I would not make an 
ibed {4 ifration in my way of Lite, much leſs think of a 
— Monaſtery till he returned. 
Gear . The firſt Day aſter the Departure of this incomparable 
— nend I was very much dejected: Solitude ſeemed 
& of fightful to me, and indeed it muſt be confeſſed, that a 
young Perſon ſuch as I was, without any Acquaintance, 
any Diverſion, mutt be at a great loſs how to paſs her 
Jime my only Comtort was in the expectation of 
hearing ſoon from the Camp; the charming hope that 
aint Fal had inſpired me with ot the Marquis's ſtill 
mt Ning me, gave me ſometimes ſuch Sp rits, that whoever 
dad ſeen me would not have ſuſpected 1 had any thing to 
what oub e me; but then at others 1 had Gifterent Senti- 
it was Pente, and could not perſuade myſelf I thould ever tee 
ained En more I was one Moment all Extaſy of 
little W'” the next all Sorrow and Deſpair 
igel 0s doubting, perplexed, I would walk Whole 
Hours 


3 4 Kats 2 138 0 


7 
: q = "_- — py 
— COTS) 


—: W RR 


* 3 7 5 
Nene 


118 De r uaus Villager ; or, 


Hours together, backwards and forwards, looked through 
the Windows, without having any Object in view—— 
went ſrom one Room to another, without knowin 
why, and latigued myleif more than if I had been em- 
ployed in ſome laborious Work: when the Mind is 
greatly opprelied it always obliges the Body to feel ſome 
thare. 

At laſt I betook myſelf to Reading, and the Relief [ 
found in it is inexpreſſible. La Bell: Aſſemble was a 
Book that infinitely pleaſed me : the vait Variety of Ad- 
ventures it contains, the many fine, and always juit Quo- 
tations from Hiſtory, both amuſed and inſtructed me, 
while the excellent Leſſons of Virtue and Morality ever; 
where inculcated, ſerved to ſtrengthen me in thole Prin. 
Ciples, I had always made it my Reſolution to core 
tinue in. Next to this, I was moſt delighted with the 
Works ot Meſheurs De Crebi/lon and De Marivaux ; had 
it not been an Indecorum, for a young Woman, to ſeck 
the Acquaintance of Men, I ſhould have endeavoured ta 
have obtain'd theirs ; and very much envyed the Happi- 


"neſs of thoſe who enjoyed the Couverſation of ſuch agree- 


able Perſons. Nor do I think mytelf to blame in this 
particular, tis ungrateful, methinks, not to allow ſome | ! 
Portion of our Favour to thoſe whoſe Writings pleaſe us; If 
and, alſo, a very high Injuſtice to ſufter ourſelves to ad- 
mire the Books, and at the ſame Time deſpiſe the Authors, 
*tho' this is too common a Practice: And ſince I have . 
co me to more knowledge of the World, I have often ob- 3" 
ſerved Volumes in the Libraries of the great, molt rich- I H 
ly bound and gilt, while thoſe who have laid out their Pr 
Brains in the compoſing them, have been cloath'd in 
Rags; but then it muſt be confeſs'd, that it is only 01 
among a certain Number, who have taken it into thei- ve 
Heads to diſcourage every thing, that has more Wit than / 
themſelves. For my own Part, I ſhall always acknow-g*%u 
ledge, that if I have any thing amiable in Converſation, Ne. 
I owe that Advantage to Reading; and I would recom: 
mend to all thoſe of my Sex, who would wiſh to creates 
laſting Admiration, to pals a great Part of their Tine 
in a Cloſet of well choſen Books. 
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Time, in this Employment, glided away with much 
leſs Anxiety than it had done before, and I began to find 
no want of any other Socicty, till one Morning as I 
was getting out of Bed, my Ears were agreeably ſur- 
priz d with one of the moſt melodiogs \ vices 1 had ever 
heard. I could eafily diſtinguiſh it procceded irom a 
Perſon of my own Sex, and was in the Apar.ment over 
me: from that Moment I wiſh'd to be acquainted with 
her, and Barbara informing me, that it was a young 
Lady who lodged in that Floor, I ſent my Compliments 
to her with an Invitation to come down ; the very readily 
complied with my Requeſt, and in the Afternoon made 
me a Viſit. 

Her Appearance was no leſs agreeable than her Voice 
had been, ſhe was three or four and twenty, had a fine 
Face and Shape, and ſomewhat in her Air that made me 
think her a Woman of Condition, which her Diſcourſe 
afterward confirmed, ſhe making mention of ſeveral Per- 
tons of Quality, who were related to her. 

She had beſides her other Perfections an infinity of Wit 
and even in this firit Viſit ſo agrecably entertain'd me 
that I was quite impatient for a ſecond. She ſeem'd to 
have taken no leſs a Fancy to me, and we became in a 
ſhort Time as intimate, as f we had known each other 
trom our Infancy. | 

We dined together almoſt every Day, but generally 
pals'd the Afternoon in our reſpective Apartments, I ex- 
zrel>'d ſo much my Deſire of living a retired Life, that 
lhe, who ſaw a great deal of Company, did not judge it 
proper to break in upon my Manner, any more than 1 
to be a Witneis of who came to her in hne, we had 
our Reaſons for being ſeparate at thoſe Hours, tho' mine 
vere valtly different from hers, as it afterwards proved. 

Indeed, I was fo charmed with her Cenverſation, that 
could 1 have enjoyed it alone, I could have been glad 
ever to have been ſeparated from her; but an Adventure 
von after happened, which ſhewed me, the had a way of 


ente ung, which I little ſuſpected, and alſo convinced me how 
'Tine="gerous a thing it is, to enter into an Intimfcy with 
| Perſon of onc's own Sex, without being previoully ac- 
quainted 
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quainted with their Morals and Characters. What ha 
zarcs do young Creatures, with any tolerable Share of 
Beauty run, when left to themſelves ] How little are they 
able to forice the > nares laid for them, too often by their 
own dex! Without a great deal of Prudence, and that too 
ſupported by Advice, Virtue may be ſurprized into Ruin, 
even when it thinks itielf moſt ſafe Happy is it 
for me, I did not buy this Experience too dear ; fo: 
which {1 think myſelf not all indebted to my own Ditcre. 
tion, but, as I have often ſaid, to the Interpoſition ot an 
all-ruling Providence, which ever ſnatch'd me from the 
Precipice of Infamy and Deſtruction, when I was the 
neareſt falling into it. % 

One Evening, I was reflecting with great Anxiety, 
that I had not yet heard from the Camp: Xlonſieur 
the Count De Saint Fal, having ever been the moſt punc- 
tual Man in the World, and as he had aſſured me that he 
would write immediately on his Arrival, nothing could 
be more ſtrange; than that three whole Weeks were elap- 
Jed without my receiving any Letter. My Imagination 
therefore was on the Rack, to aſſign ſome Motive for 
this Omiſſion, when Madamoiſelle Tania, for ſo my 
new Acquaintance was called, came into my Chamber, 
and aſk'd me if I would not do her the Favour to {up 
with her. I have been unuſually dull a!l this Day 
faid ſhe, I know nothing but yourſelf that can diſſipate 
a Melancholy for which I can aſcribe no Cauſe——— 
come then, my Dear, and help to chace away this Fit cf 
the Spleen. The Humour I was in that Moment, 1 | 
much reſembled what ſhe deſcribed, that 1 prelent!y 
accepted her Invitation, and went with her into her 
Apartment. 

The Entertainment ſhe gave me was very elegant, ! 
and render'd much more ſo by her enlivening Conver 4 
ſation, as dull as the pretended to have been, her ſpark - . 
ling Wit adding a thouſand Graces to all the little Stories 0 
ſhe told for my Amuſement infinitely charm'd me 
in the height of her Gaiety, however, ſhe let fall ſome 
Words which I could not fincerely approve, and ſome 


times made me look very grave, but ſhe rallied me up 
| 7 
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my over great Nicety, as ſhe termed it, mimicking the 
Countenance I put on, whenever ſhe ſaid any thing 
that I thought ſeemed too free, and by that Means obli- 
ved me to quit it fora Smile. Are we not alone, ſaid 
ihe, and may we not, as we are of the ſame Sex, indulge 
a little Liberty in Converſation, by way of Compenia- 
tion, for the ſevere Reſtraint we are obliged to put cn 
ourſelves before the Men. | 

This Woman was certainly the moſt artful Creature 
that ever was, as will appear by the Stratagem ſhe had 
contrived to bring about, what by any other Means ſhe 
imagined impracticable. As ſhort as our Acquaintance 
was, ſhe might eaſily be convinced I was virtuous 
I had no Men that viſited me, I liv'd without doing any 
thing for my Support, io that all ſhe could think was, 
that I was a young Widow in good Circumſtances, and 
ſo much concern'd for the loſs of my Huſband, that I 
avoided all Company. I had been one Day at Church 
with her, where an Acquaintance of hers ſeeing me, be- 
came very much enamour'd with me; and, as it after- 
wards proved, engaged her to introduce him to my Com- 
pany. But this was no eaſy thing for her to do, though 
in Order to eſtect it, ſhe had for ſeveral Days preſs'd me 
to make one at Quadrille in her Apartment; but I plain- 
ly told her, I was reſolved to make no new Acquain- 
tance, and excepting herſelt, would ſee no Company; on 
which ſhe gave over her Importunities; but not her De- 
gn upon me, the Baſeneſs of which will preſently ap- 
pear, and the narrow Eſcape I had, I hope will be a 
Warning to my Sex, how they enter too precipitately 
into any Intimacy with Strangers. 

In order to chear my Spirits, as ſhe ſaid, this inſinu- 
ating Creature was continually billing my Glaſs with a 
ſmall Mauſcadine Wine, the Flavour of which, notwith- 
landing my natural 'Temperance, pleas'd me ſo much, 
that I drank more than was cuſtomary with me. By 
Degrees I grew exceeding chearſul, and at lait went fo 
fir as a Song, which till then J had never done in her 
Company. Mademoiſelle Tuna was fo delighted with 
ke Sweetnels of my Voice, or pretended to be ſo, that 
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I was caſily prevail'd upon to ſing again; and when I 
had done, well, ſaid ſhe, you are certainly in the right to 
ſhut yourſelf up from the Men, for if they once wee ac- 
quainted with you, you would have no I ruce from their 
Sollicitations 

vas not indebted to her for this Compliment, but 
return'd it with equal Politenels, and 1 am fure with 
much more Sincerity. After wh ch, looking on me with a 
great deal of Sweetnels, you l:itie know how frolickſome 
1 am, faid ſhe; but as much as you ꝙpraile me, and ima- 
gine yYourielt acquainted with my Shape and Air, I 
would venture any Wager you will not believe, preſent- 
ly, that I am the real 7u:a your Friend. I offer'd to 
{take on that Head; no, no, re:umed ſhe, I am certain 
of your loſing, and don't deſire to win your Money, 
PII teil you, therefore, before-hand, how I will diſguiſe 
myielt : I love prodigiouſly to act the Part of a Man, 
my Woman can tell you how naturally I do it, and 
have a rich Suit for that Purpoſe, whenever I have a 
Mind to be innocently merry. N go and drefs 
mylelf, continued ſhe, and you ſhall hear how I can 
make Love. I burſt out into a Fit of Lavghter at the 
Oddit of this Whim ;. but told her, that I was poſi- 
tive that whatever Diſguiſe ſhe put on, ſhe would be al- 


8 
ways agreeable. : 
} 
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Juſt as I was ſpeaking, ſomebody kneck'd at the 
Door? Ah! my goad God, cry'd the, who is this now, 
that comes to interrupt us? Go————continued fre WM. 
to her Chambermaid, ſee who it is, I am not at home 85 
to any body but my dear Saint Clare ſhe wil n 
Jin with us in the Frolick ; but as for any other, make W; 
fome Excuſe. , 

This Order made me ea(y, for beſides that I was not WW; 
drefs'd, I had laid it down as a Rule, that I would ſe . 
no Company. The Lady whom 7unia had mentioned V. 
enter d immediately, and was fo agreeable, that I was 05 
not at all concern'd ſhe had been admitted. Having * 
been inform'd of the little Comedy her Friend was go- x 
ing to act; I am glad of it, ſaid ſhe, for though I have M 


_ fern you do it a hundred Times, I believe, yet 1 ſhau'd Wa 
nc vtr 
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rever be weary: You cannot imagine, Madam, conti- 
nued ſhe, addrefling herſelf to me, how very diverting 
ſhe is you would ſwear ſhe was a real Man. 
About ſix Maenths ago, ſhe was thus ditguifed in the 
Country made Lcve to a very pretty Won an, 
who, knowing nothing of the Neception, was charm'd 
with her in good earneſt ; the unravelling the Myfte:y 
was whimſical enough, ſor though ſhe had reſolv'd never 
to marry, the Addreſſes of Jaxia gave her an Inclination 
in Favour of the Sex; and ina Fortnight after, ' ſhe be- 
ame the Wife cf one who for Years had purſued” her in 
rain. This Story made me laugh, and begin to be im- 
patient for the Proof how good a Mimick ſhe was 
ſhe did not make me wait long, for going into another 
Room with her Maid, in order to dreſs as ſhe ſaid, left 
Saint Clare to entertain me in the mean Time. 
In leſs time than I expected out came a Gentleman 
richly habited, he threw himſelf at my Feet, and be- 
haved with all the Tenderneſs of the moſt reſpectſul 
Lover, Mademoiſelle Saint Clare laugh'd immo- 
cerately, and every Moment cry'd to me, docs ſhe not do 
it excellently; beyond Imag nation, aniwer'd I ; but why 
does ſhe wear a Vizard? If we bad laid any Wager on 
my not knowing her in this Habit, if that had not been 
cut of the Queſlion, I ſnould have taken the Liberty to 
have drawn Stakes. O! faid the other, ſhe wears that 
Maſk, which is very handſome, to make the thing look 
more natural; we Women you know hare always a 
certain Modeſty in our Faces, which does not agree with a 
Maſculine Habit. This paſſed very well with me, and 
L ſuffer” d my Gallant to preſs my Hands, and careſs me 
ma very amorous Manner; on which growing more 
bold, he put his Arm about mv Wailt, and I to revenge 
myielf attempted to pluck off his Maſk, then ſet ming 
ended at my Coy neſs he carried his Devoirs to Saint 
Care, then turned to me again; while I ſulpecting no 
manner of Deceit, ſuffer'd myſelf to be very much di- 
lerted with this Metamorphoſis, for 1 believe near an 
Hour; but, good God! how was 1 thunder ſtruck, 
len I heard the ſuppoſed Junia ſay to Saint Clare, I 
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am quite tired of this dumb Shew, for Heaven's fal:e 
contrive ſome way to put an End to it the is a 
lovely Creature. 

How ought I to ble's Providence, who that Inſtant, 
frighte:l as I was, intpired me with a Preſence of Mind 
to avoid the Snare laid ior me. I found now the Trick 
Put upon me, and that all had been a Pretence to intro- 
duce a Man, who could have no other than a diſhonour. 
able Intention, and this alſo manifeſting what Company 
J was ir, terribly alarm'd me: However, I ſheweJ net 
the lealt Unealineſs, but under the Pretence of giving 
tome Orders, which I had juſt then thought of, to Bay. 
bara, I went down Stairs, and being got into my Apatt- 
meat, made all the Doors to be fait inked and bolted. 

As I did not return, Junia came down, and knock'd 
at the Door; but my Aunt Barbara, to whom I had told 
the story, refuſed to open it, ſaying I was not well and 
was going to Bed. The other inſiſted on ſpeaking to 
me, as did Mademoiſelle Saint Clare who allo came 
down; but all their Entreaties were ineffectual, and they 
were obliged to go back. 

Though I was very poſitive in my Mind, that it was 
really a Man whom Jula had ſubſtituted in her Place, 
yet I was reſolved to be more aſſured that I did not 
u rong her by a falſe Conjecture; I fat up till!“ heard 
Saint Clare come down, and looking through the Key. 
hole, could perceive ſhe was led by the very Perſon whom 
they would have impoſed upon me for Tania: Though 
they ſpoke very low, I being very attentive, heard 
enough to convince me, my Ruin had been agreed upor, MI 
a id to have been comp 'cated that Night. F chu. derd , 
while I refleced on the intended monſtrous Piece cf. 
Villany, and, reſolved 1 orward to be very circum- ö 
ſpect, and alw ays upon my Guard. / 

Funia, who no doubt expected to have been a con- / 
derab'e Gainer had her Plot ſucceeded, could not but 
be very much mortiſied at the Diſa ppointment; ſhe had 
the Aſſurance, as what will not Women of her Ch. 
racter attempt. to come the next Morning to make ws 


a Viſit, but Barbera would not admit her: She a 
F iw' 


Cha 
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Pain'd of this Uſage, and ſaid, ſhe thought I had been 
a Woman of more Senſe, than to quarrel with her for 
2 harmleſs Frolick ; all which I taking no Notice of, 
ſhe wrote to me, but I ſent her Letter back unopen'd ; 
and ſhe, finding my Reſentment was not to be appeas'd ; 
and, I ſuppoſe, ſearing I might ſpeak of this Adven- 
ture, ſo as to have her manner of Life call'd in queſtion, 
removed in three Days after from her Lodging, and 1 
for ſome time neither ſaw nor heard an) thing of her. 
I had now ſufficient Matter to employ my Thoughts, 
] receiv'd two Letters, the one from the Camp, and the 
other from Fer /ail/cs ; as I could not imagine who ſhould 
write to me from thence, having left no Acquaintance 
behind me, that I could ſuppoſe knew I was at Pari, 
my Curioſity prevail'd, even above my Love for the Mar- 
quis; and though I paſſionately long'd to hear ſome 
News of him, yet the firſt J open'd was that from Fer- 
allles, where to my inexpreſſible Aſtoniſhment I ſour d 
thele Lines. 


The Marquis De L V to 
Jeanetta de B 


I N ain you fly me in vain flatter yourſelf awvith 
deceiving my Penetration whatever Quali 
you aſſume, or wherever you conceal yourſelf, I ſhall Al. 
ways know where you are, and in what manner you paſs 
your T ime. T can eafily comprehend bead much this 
will alarm you, and the Apprehenſions wuhich muſt natu- 
rally riſe in you, at ſo unexpeted an Event; but they 
eurht to wan, when I give you my Word and Honour, 
that jo far from doing you a Prejudice, the Knowwledze I 
have of you, ſhall turn awhelly to your Advantage. 
Belizve me, beautiful Maid, I am more your Friend, 
than ever I was your Enemy, and inſtead of funifbing 
Jeu am eſolved to fix your laſing Hafpfineſ+. | 
Doubt not of what I /ay, a Man of my Ae, 


ard Character in the World is above Deceit, and on 19 
Confederation can be tempted ta break a Promiſe once 
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mady. Be you on gour Part as fucer rr. 

ar open Confidence in me will make me more your Friend, 

chu you Can Þ?, Above all things, 

therefore, beware Low you enter into any Meaſures that 

tie Fear of 10 May [as ef. To MIrYroW 1 "all be at! 
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Proms of toe Folue I {it it ..- One Trial more 
14 ail } f xi 2 F IO= Jam much 1 / Paken, f, 
He C. CA 20668 TILE 7 271 Cl , A brighter by the Teft, and 
en, chains Je anetta, en vill have ea 2n to bleſ; tut 


Croa ntl 7 74. 5 Fi "C5 4 £4 4 »þ A 73 Nee Ne al t/ {4 Tn. 
Your Godfather NE Friend, 
I V 


If my Reader does not here FOG me out with the 
Force of Imagination, it will be impoſſible far any De- 
i iption I am able to give. to 2 1 a true Idea of what 
I ſelt after reading this Letter. Heavens! cry'd 
FT, have pity on me N alt me! What can 


have GCCanon'd 0 itrange an Alteration ? W hat 
can be the old Marquis - Deſigns ? How can he f 
| | What Trial is it he will make 
me unde go? Ab, faid I again, it is too plain 
bis Son aas given me up frenounce 
me, an d to pe at a ſure End to any fut ue Claim I might 
make, has barbarouſly ſacrificed "ME to his Father's Re- 
1 t mul be fo, continued I, this in- 
Parent ſatisfied with this, lays aſide his Hatred 
| Revenze, and either through Generoiity or Policy, 
will iettle me in ſuch a manner, as to prevent any {u- 
ture "net "conrie between me and my ungrateſul Lover, 
in cale he ſhould relent, and be willing to perform his 
V. his is what he calls fing my Happineb, 
amt my well enduring it, is the Trial he mentions— 
well then let it be fo | no longer. will at- 
tempt to fly from an unavoidable Deſtiny. I wil 


ſubmit with Fortitude and Patience 20 my Doom, and it 
il 
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it be 2 Cloiſter, will paſs the remainder of my Days in 
Warnings to my Sex, to beware of the faithlels Vows 


_ 


, of barbarous, inconitant Man! 
/ "Theſe Excla r ations were ſucceeded by a Torrent of 
; Tears, which guth'd in ſach Abundance from my Eyes, 
Y that for ſome time | had not Power to read my other 
4 Letter. Nor, indeed, was my Impatience for the 
8 Contents, in any Proportion equal to what it had been; 
5 expected to find in it nothing but Confirmations of 
C the young Marquis's Ingrat! tude and Cruelty ; however, 
4 | at lait ventures to open 1t, and received a freſh Subject 
as for Tears and Complainings, 

To the moft adorable Jeanetta. 
i Should not til now hae delay d IFritinr, had I not 
18 hoped Day after Day to have ene the News 
e- ſemelhing material to have acquainted you with ; but none 
* being yet arrived, the Atprebenſions of aer nec 
* gable of negle. Ting what you ſ carne «fl recommended to 
a me, has made me at laſt take up my Pen, thourh ] have 
1a 


nothing to Jay, but æobat will be rather di/. rorecable than 
1X fleafing., However, to comply avith my Promiſe of con- 
— nothing from yon; in the firſt Place, ] was {+ 
unhappy as not ta meet the Marquis at my Arrival at the | 
Cams, he being gone on a Expcidition, on which at his A 
own Requeſt be was font: 4s he is not returned, all 
bis Friends are in great Anxiety for his Safe ty, aud they 
all inform me that he came hither e . with @ 
de; þ Melancholy, which he ⁊ainly endeavour'd to conceal 3 
aud it is ſuppoſed that it is owing to 4 Defire of divert- 
ing this inward Grief that he procured this Command, 
——[ was not at a lofi to guet the Cauſe of Lis Aﬀic- 
tion you cannot but be . 15 Ille, tro lively Jeanetta, of the 
great Share You have in it. I beg, however, that 
you will not give way to Sorrow, "tis poffitle before this 
comes to your Hand, wwe may receive ſome News of this 
dear Relation, and you may be aſſured of hating it conveyed 
ts you by a Courier, wwhom I will diſpatch the Inflant. 
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It is ſuppoſed the Campaige avi'l be Sort, and that after 
a Battle, which is every Day expected, and much deſired, 
«ve Hall be fort into Yuarters. This Notion is very de- 
lizntfal to me, ſince 1 foal then hav? an Opportunity of 
ling near you ; for the in the preſent 1 
trenble you evith thing relating to myſeif, be aſſured J 
car KNOW 19 He rPpineſs e 7 to that of fering you, nor any 
Merit above that of ccjervirg by all manner of laude ble 

At, your Fri: ip and E, * Theſe will ever be the 


Seatiments F bia, <uh9 7s, 
With an unalterabl: Zeal, 
Ao charming IEA NETTA K 
Tour faithful! y devoted, 
Saint Far. 


Ore 1s never ſenſible oneſelf how great our Tender- 
nels for a beloved Object is, till we are in Danger of 
long it my Netion cf War was certainly very 
itaperſcct, yet nc ſooner did I know the Marquis's Life 
was in Queltion, than my Imagination repreſented it 
with all its Horror: O, Heaven ! cried I, half 
drowned in Tears, why am I overwhelm'd with ſo many 
Afflictions at once !—how ſhall I be enabled to en- 
dure ſuch a variety of Anguiſh———0O, grant my Lover 
to be fafe——protect him, "ble e's him, whatever ſhall be- 
come of me tho' he forſakes me———relolves no more 
to ſee me, his Welfare ſhall ever be the Wiſh of my 
adoring Coul, 

It wou!d be too tedious to relate the thouſandth Part 
of what my Grief made me utter on this Occa ſion, I 
fear I have already made too much mention of my 

Tears; but the Time will come when 1 have nothing 
but Joys to entertain my Reader with, and this Truth 
dem u rated, that the Happineſs which Virtue obtains 
fr 15, can never be too dearly purchaſed, 

A.chough, I had ſufficien: Notice of the old Mar. 
es Vit, to prepare mvielt for it, I found my ſelt 


terribly confounded as the I ume drew near; and when 
kg 
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he cams,received him with, a Timidity which indeed wa® 
ſufficient to have excited his Pity, if he had not already. 
as it afterwards proved, been already fo greatly pre- 
poſſeſſed in my Favour, as to imagine, that let me do 
what I would every thing became me. 

As I was now aſſured he knew the vaſt Diſparity be- 
tween us, is it poſſible, my Lord, faid I, receiving him 
with great Humility, and preſenting him a Chair, that 
your Lordſhip can condeſcend to ſee me after the Dit- 
covery you have made to what am I indebted 
for an Honour I am fo utterly unworthy of ————card 
in what manner ſhall a poor Country-Maid, and one 
who has been ſo unhappy to incur your Diſplcature, be 
able to look you in the Face ? Let us talk no more of 
that, beautiful Feaneita, replied he, making me fit down 
I have no longer the Cauſes of Complaint 1 had 
formerly againſt you { was miſled by the idle 
Stories which I now find had no Foundation in them, 
and your Virtue, of which I have received convincing 
Proots, has excited in me a due regard for the fair Pot- 
ſeſſor of it a mean Birth is meerly caſual, and none 
ought to be upbraided with it, but when Vice renders it 
truly ſo -a fine way of Thinking, and good Actions, 
raiſes the Peaſant above the Prince, when Royalty de- 
grades itſelf by a low Behaviour you, Teanttta, 
are very ſenſible of this Truth, and have regulated your 
Conduct, ſo as to wipe off all Remembrance whence you 
ſprung This, however, is not the Affair that 
brought me hither, what I have to ſay to you is of a 
Cifterent Nature; but before I explain myſelf any far- 
ther, 1 expect you will inform me with that Sincerity, 
which is always thE Attendant of innocence and Honour, 
upon what terms you are with my Son ; 1 have very 
great Reaſons tor aſking you this Queſtion, and if veu 
give me a full and perfect Account, it will lay an Ob- 
ligation on me more to your Advantage than you can 
Jet ,Ince1vVe, 

From the Moment I reccived the Marquis's Letter, 
and knew he intended to viſit me, I expeRed to ſuffer 
an infinite Shock from the Converſation I was.to have 
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130 The Virtuous Villager; or, 
with him, fo was the leſs alarmed at what he ſaid to me, 
tho" on the moit tender Point he could have hit upon. 

it would be in vain, my Lord, anſwered I after a 
Nloment's Pauſe, to deny that your Son has been dear 
to me; the amiable Qualities he is poſſeſt of, might have 
rendered him ſo to the nobleſt Maid, how then could a 
Girl like me reſiſt the charming Condeſcenſion he made 
me in an Ofter of his Heart? Was it poſlible to 
retule the Acceptance of a Trealure ſuch as his Affection, 
and could I, ought I to return his Vows with indifference ? 
Pardon me, my Lord, continued 1, you have 
commanced me to give you a perfect Account, and I 
will diiguife no Part of the Truth did love the 
Marquis, I might make uſe of the Word Efteem inſtead 
of Lewe, but 1 will not impoſe upon you; I did love 
vonr Son with the utmolt Sincerity, and had not his 
late Behaviour forbid it, I ſhould (lull preſerve the ſame 
Regard ; dare not ſay I do not ſtill, even in 
ſpite of all the Reatons I have to the contrary, I do not 
pretend to know myſelf ſo well, as to be aſſured I either 
have, or ever can throw off a Tenderneſs, I once thought 
my Gratitude as well as Inclinatien obliged me to 
confeſs. This, my Lord, is all I can ſay, and Heaven 
and your own great Experience in the World, I hope, 
will make you fee I have not diſſembled with you. 

The Tone with waich I ſpoke theſe Words, and the 
Biuſhes that accompanied them, I believe pleaded very 
much in my Favour, however it were, the old Mar- 
quis zypeared charmed with the manner in which I had 
expreſſed myſelf. This free Confctiion, ſaid he, enhances 
the Eſteem I before had for you continue to treat 

ne u th the ſame Sircerity, and you may depend upon 

[ fall never abuſe the Conhderce you repote in me 
— have hut one thing more to be reſolved in 
tell me, my pretty Creature, continued he, looking full 
in my Eyes, as if he would penctrate into the inmoſt 
Receſſes of my Soul, tell me I fay, what your 1-;\igns 


are, and own from whom you receive, wherewith to 
ſupp'y the Expences of your Living? While my Son 


and Nephew were here, I could eaſily account far * 7 
ut 
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but ſuppoſe you ſhould never hear more from either of 
them, how will you be able to ſupport yourſelf in the 
manner you have began ? Look upon me, Jeanctta, 
as your Friend, and diſſipate all Anxiety on my Ac- 
count; J once more give you my ſolemn Promile, you 
have nothing to fear, and much to hope from the Sen- 
timents you have now in{pired me with, and did I not 
truly intereſt myſelf in your behalf, I would not enquire 
into thele Particulars. | 
After moſt humbly thanking him for the Goodneſs 
he was pleaſed to expreſs for me, alas ! my Lord, ſaid J, 
with a Sigh, I here muit acknowledge the Imprudence of 
my Conduct; my Reaſon has often reproached me with 
it; and it was with great Difficulty Monſieur the Count 
de Saint Fal prevailed on me to accept of the Tokens 
of the moit diſintereſted Friendſhip that ever was——— 
ſome Time ago, 'I was determined to paſs my Days in a 
Convent, and more than once preis'd him to aſſiſt my 
Intentions ; but his Perſuaſions have detained me hitherto, 
You always talk of my Nephew, interrupted the Mar- 
quis, whom you do not love, yet never mention my 
Son in the Proviſion made for you. Yet its more rea- 
ſonable to attribute your litt.e Revenue to him than the 
Count de Saint Fal. | 
My Lord, anſwered I, Heaven proſper me as I ſpeak 
with Sincerity, I will not abſclutely {2y the Marquis has 
had no ſhare in what has been done for me ; but this I 
afirm, that whatever I have received hitherto has been 
from your Nephew's Hands, as ſo much lent to me, and 
to be cepaid by me, if ever Fortune ſhould put it in my 
Power - Train of Events continually alarming me 
made me accept his Generoſity, and prevented my com- 
ing to any Dete; mination how to diſpoſe of my ſelf. 
Say no more, beautiful Jeanetta, rephed the Marquis, 
I pretend not to call your Conduct in Queſtion, I am 
convinced, more than you can be ſenſible of, that it has 
been without Reproach ; and aſſure you 1 am fo far from 
deliring you ſhou'd be ſhut up in a Monaltery, that I 
would be the firſt to oppoſe it excuſe therefore the 
Qeſtions I have put to you, an exact Examination into 
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your Affairs, was highly neceſſary for me, in order to 
perfect the great Deſigns 1 have for your Advantage 
you have anſwered me in the manner I wiſhed, and 
expected from the Idea I had conceived of your Honour 
ard Veracity I was inſpired with an Eſteem for 
you the firſt Moment 1 beheld yau, nor is it at all leſſen'd 
fince the Diſcovery who you were————Unknowing 
you, I hated you; but knowing you, am become an 
Admirer of your Virtue rank me therefore among 
the Number of your Friends, or rather believe me the 
Chief of them you will find me ſo in the End 
wait therefore with Patience the reſult I leave you 
at preſent, but in two Days you ſhall hear from me, and 
as I come often to Paris, and ſometimes paſs whole 
Weeks here, will be a conftant Viſiter. 

With theſe Words he roſe from his Chair, and having 
paſs'd ſome Compliments on my Shape and Air, and 
told me that he intended to invite me to Dinner ſome 
Day to have the Pleafure of hearing me ſing again, 
he took his leave, and left me in an Aſtoniſhment im- 
poſhble to be expreſſed. 

W hat indeed could I think of this Adventure ! to find 
a Man who had expreſſed himſelf with ſo much Bitterneſs 
againſt me, and ſeemed impatient for my Ruin, changed 
at once into my Friend, anxious for my Good, and ſa- 
tisßed with every Thing I did, an Alteration I fay, fo 


ſudden, fo undreamt of might well appear a Myſtery — 


was I not the ſame Jeanetia for whole ſake his Son has 
twice endangered his Liſe, and who has coſt him ſo much 
Trouble, what had I done to merit, that the Deteſta- 
tion ke o lately had for me, ſtould be converted into ſo 
great a liking ? I was ſometimes tempted to ima- 
gine the little Beauty 1 was Miſtreſs of had made him en- 
tertain Sentiments for me, which would have been no 
leſs a Misforture than his Indignation had been; but 
then, when I reflected on the Praiſes he had bettowed 
upon my Virtue and good Conduct, I could not think he 
had any aim to deſtroy what he ſeemed ſo much to 


value me for, 
8 This 
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This laſt Conſideration gave me ſome Peace, and I 
was reſolved to wait the Event of thoſe great things he 
had made me hope, and ſhould it even prove that he had 
any diſhonourable Intentions toward me, to truſt. in 
Heaven's Protection which had never yet abandoned 
me. | 
My Thoughts being a little more ſettled, I fat down 
to anſwer Monſieur De Saint Fal's Letter, but before I 
began, hearing ſome Voices on the Stairs, the Sound of 
which very much ſurprized me, I roſe haſtily, and 
looking through the Key-hole, immediately ſaw my Fa- 
ther and Mother embracing my Aunt——— had I 
followed the firſt Diftates of my natural Affection, I 
ſhould have ran and thrown myſelf into their Arms, 
but the remembrance how improper ſuch a Diſcovery 
would be at this Time, checked that Impulſe, and I 
drew back and threw myſelf on a Settee, to conſider 
within myſelf what was beſt for me to do. 

Neither my Love nor Duty would have ſuffered me to 
let them depart without ſeeing them, and as Time had 
made a very great Alteration in me, not only as to my 
Stature, but my Features alſo, which joined to the vaſt 
Difference in my Dreſs and Behaviour, made me pretty 
poſitive they would not know me, and in this Aſſurance 
rang my Bell for Barbara. She came in looking a 
little perplexed, and I aſking her the Occaſion of it, 
ſhe told me that ſhe hoped I would not be offended, for 
that having wrote to her Brother and Siſter the Happineſs 
ſhe enjoyed in my Service, they were now come to viſit 
her, ſome Buſineſs having brought them to Paris. No, 
no, anſwered I, ſo far from being oftended, that I am 
glad you like your Place, and will make your Relations 
welcome : pray tell them they mult dine with me. 
O, Madam! cried ſhe, your Ladyſhip is too good 
ſuch an Honour is not for fuch poor People as they are. 
I will have it ſo, reſumed I, therefore let me have their 
Company while you are getting Dinner ready I 
aſſure you ] long to ſee them. My poor Aunt went out 
of the Room quite tranſported at the favour I ſhewed to 
her, and obeyed my Commands, 

My 
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My Heart was in a violent, tho' not unpleaſing Agi- 
tation, at the Sight of thoſe who gave me Being ; but [ 


ſuffered a great deal from the Homage they paid me, 
and did all I could to put an end to it. 

At lait, by telling them I was an enemy to all kind of 
Ceremony, and that if they meant to oblige me it muſt 
be by treating me in a familiar Manner, I prevailed with 
them to fit down———the prejudice of my ſuppoſed 
Superiority made them however very fearful of ſpeaking, 
and I ſhould never have got out of them what I wanted 
to be informed of, if 1 had not luckily put them on 
talking of the Village where they lived ; I told them I 


had paſt through it ſome time ago in a viſit I made at the 


Caſtle, where I had ſtayed ſeveral Months: My Mother 
on hearing this appeared like a Perſon who was endea- 
vouring to call ſomething to Mind, and looking earneſtly 
en me, ſaid, that ever ſince ſhe came into the Room, ſhe 
imagined ſhe had ſeen me ſomewhere, but could not 
recollect; but on my mentioning the Caſtle, ſhe no 
longer doubted but that it had been with Madam the 
Counteſs de N my Father ſaid the fame thing, 
and added, that things had been ftrang'y changed ſince 
the Count's Death. I then aſked him what was become 
of the Counteſs, to which he replied, that ſhe lived with 
her Daughter Madamoiſelle de E/bieux, now Madam 
de Eftival. O Heaven! cried I, is ſhe married, ard as 
ill-humoured as ever? Yes, Madam, ſaid he, I find your 
Ladyſhip knows her fure never was a worſe Woman 
in the World ſhe has quarrelled twice with her 
Huſband, and enough to do there was to make it up 
again between them; but the third Time the carried 
Things to ſuch a height, that he was obliged to part from 
ber; but unfortunately for him he had put ſo much in her 
Power, that this Separation has left him in very ill 
Circumſtances, but he chole rather to ſuffer any . thing 
than live with her. To this, my Father added, that ſhe 
lived not above three Miles from Paris, where the al- 
ways paſſed the Winter Seaſon, and that every body, 


even her own Servants, held her in Deteſtation. 
3 The 
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The many Misfortunes this Woman's Cruelty had 
brought on me, made me curious to know the Particulars 
of her Hiſtory, and I cannot boaſt of ſo forgiving a Na- 
ture, as not to be pleas'd with hearing thoſe who injure 
me without a Cauſe, have in their turn alſo ſomethin 


to complain of- I am ſenſible of this Fault, and 
lay it as a Penance on myſelf, to confeſs it in this pub- 
lick Manner. ; 

I had no ſooner teſtiſied my Defire of hearing in what 
Manner Madam D' E/tival had behaved, and the Circum- 
ſtances that attended her Marriage, than my Father rea- 
dily obliged me with the Detail, which tho' given in his 
rultic Way, was perfectly intelligible to me; but I ſhall 
preſent my Reader with it in my own Words. 


Dee 


e 


The Hiſtory of Madamoiſelle D'ExLBIEVUx, 
and Monſieur D'EST1vAL. 


S long as Monſieur the Count de NM lived, 
Madamoiſelle D' E/5:eux his Daughter kept herſelf 
within tolerable Bounds, fearing his Severity, as having 
experienced it, on the firſt Diſcovery ſhe made of her per- 
verſe Inclinations. But he was no ſooner laid in Earth, 
then ſhe gave a looſe to all that the Badneſs of her Heart 
ſuggelted Her Quality, her Youth, the Reputation 
of her Wit, but above all the vaſt Fortune ſhe was then 
in Poſſeſſion off, attracted a great Number of Admirers, 
She had Vanity enough to pride herſelf in the Crowd who 
daily made their Court, but her greateit Pleaſure was in 
creating Quarrels among them: No leis than ten Duels 
were fought on her Account. She received all the Ad- 
dreſſes made to her with ſo much ſeeming Sweetneſs, 
that every one imagined himſelf the happy Man; but ſhe 
no ſooner found the had engaged the Heart, than ſhe be- 
gan to change the Encouragement ſhe had given into 
Ditdain, 
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Diſdain, and ated with ſo much Inſolence and 
that at length ſhe ſaw herſelf abandoned by all but one. 


ranny, 


This unfortunate Gentleman, who truly loved her, and 
had beſides great Intereſt in the Match, ſtill perſevered, 
and ſhe continued to treat him with a ſhew of Affection, 
much longer than ſhe had done any of his Rivals. 

This Gentleman had an Eſtate within twelve Miles 
of the Caltle, belonging to the Counteſs De , 
and this near Neighbourhood gave him an Opportunity 
of viſiting there very often Ife was tall, handſome, 
well made, and had an Air of Grandeur, which was 
very engaging Madamoiſelle D' E/5ieux was high- 
ly pleaſed with having a Lover, for whom ſhe knew ſe- 
veral of her Acquaintance ſigh'd in vain: But I cannot 
think a Soul like hers capable of being influenced by that 
tender Paſſion ; ſhe might perhaps Like, but not Love, 
and the Event has ſhewn I am not deceived. She left no 
Arts untryed to ſecure him, but as ſoon as he was ſo, 
reſign'd herſelf entirely toCaprice and Ill-humour ; always 
reſtleſs and miſchevious, ſhe took a Pride in perplexing 
and rendring him uneaſy, and found the means of doing 
it, in as ample a Manner, as her Propenſity to it made 
her wiſh. 

The Counteſs her Mother, as I obſerved in the begin- 
ing of theſe Memoirs, was naturally gay, and tho' pretty 
much advanced in Years, was very well pleaſed to be told 
ſhe was handſome : Monſieur D' Ei val, for io her Daugh- 
ter's Lover was called, eaſily perceived this Foible in her, 
and did not fail to humour it, as he thought her Intereſt 
would be very eſſential towards haſtening the Match, 
which for many Reaſons he was ambitious of, and which 
as the young Lady now behaved, he began to be in doubt 
of, 

The Counteſs was highly delighted with the fine things 
he ſaid to her, and the more ſo, as he was now the only 
Perſon who entertained her in that Manner. Madamoi- 


ſelle D' Elbieux, who was no Stranger to her Mother's 
amorous Inclinations, took a wicked Pleaſure in height- 
ning them in Favour of Monſieur D' Eftival, by continu- 


ally 


Virgin's Victory. 137 
ally telling her of the Encomiums he made on her Wit 
and Beauty lle makes his Addreſſes indeed to me, 
cried the artful Creature, but I can ſee very well that if 
he durſt to lift his Hopes to your Ladyſhip, he would 
much rather have me for a Daughter, than a Wife. 

The Counteſs's Vanity, flattering her into a Belief that 
it might really be as her Daughter faid, and approving 
of Monſieur D* E/fivaPs Perſon, from that Moment began 
to treat him with an extraordinary Reſpect, mixed with 
ſome Share of Tenderneſs; while on the other Hand 
Madamoiſelle D* E jeux grew allo ſtill more kind to him, 
and pretending that her Mother's Conſent was abſolutely 
neceſſary for their Marriage, told him that the only Way 
to gain it was to feign a Paſſion for her. You are very 
certain, ſaid ſhe, of not being taken at your Word, even 
tho* you ſhould carry it fo far as to offer Marriage, but 
tho* paſt all ſoft Deſires, ſhe has ſtill a Stock of Pride, 
that will not ſuffer her to have any Friendſhip for a Man, 
who ſhe thinks prefers any Woman, even her own Daugh- 
ter, to herſelf, This I aſſure you has been the true Rea- 
{op of my continuing 'till now unmarried—————T have 
been obliged to rejeR all the Offers have been made me, 
becauſe not one of thoſe who have done me the honour 
to addreſs me, have found out my Mother's Foible, which 
if I betray to you, you ought to look upon it as a Proof 
CIS peculiar Regard, ſince I have never done it to any 

ore, 

D' Eflival. believing all ſhe ſaid on this ſcore, was fo 
tranſported at this Teſtimony of her Condeſcenſion in his 
Favour, that he threw himſelf at her Feet, acknowledg- 
ing the Honour ſhe did him, with the moſt ſincere Af- 
tection ; and in Obedience to her Commands, redoubled 
his Aſſiduities to the Counteſs, in ſuch a Manner, that 
every body imagined him her Lover, She, who was 
exhly deceived on that Article, now plumed herſelf in the 
belief her Charms had loſt nothing of their former Force, 
ince they had captivated the Heart of a young. Gentle- 
man, who came at firſt to her Houſe, with a view of 
aitrefling her Daughter, and could not be ungrateful for 
{1c Deference he paid her; 

WL 


»  _—_— 
+ 
"nm 


ler. I Zs 2; 54 


4 


* 


9 4 
* 58 1 * Y ” * 


ne e 
6 


& 
+ « 


e . » 


* "-+4 


* * A 
* 4 


, . Dn 
f * * 
„ 


ws 1 


e 


* 
J 10% « 
_— — 


Longs YN SOS 


ou oy _—— 
e 
9 
— 


wg empty * 
CY 


72 © ot + 


LOST. 
"2 


»” ® 
8 


4 2 _ e — 
1 CT ont . 
* — 


| Mother and Lover. 


133 The Virtuous Villager ; or 


To like the Love, is a great Step towards liking the 
Loyer, her Heart grew compaſſionate to the Pains he 
ſuppoſed herſelf to have created in his, and at laſt the con- 
feis'd to him, that he was not indiRerent to her. Mademoi- 
ſelle D'El/bieux by her Mother's Penfivenels gue!sd what 
Sentiments ſhe was poſſeſt of, and plead herielt with 
the Perplexity in which ſhe ſhou'd now involve both her 
Never had ſhe any rea! Satisfaction 
but in giving diſquiet to others, and as the did not want 
Wit was ſeldom at a lots for Opport tunities, to indulge 
this wicked Impulſe of a perverſe and vitiated Piſpoſition. 

She now began to receive Monſieur W F fival with 
Coldneſs, and on his complaining in a tender Manner of 
this Change in her Behavicur, with Scorn, and Inſolerce. 
As he little i imagined the Occaſion, having done nothing 
but what her own Commands obliged him to, Je: alooly 
took Poſſeſſion of his Heart, and made him fecollect 
that of late his Miſtreſs had treated with Civility a cer- 
tain Gentleman, who lived alſo in the Neighbourhood, 
called Monfieur D-fourneaux, a vain, gay, Aluttering 
Coxcomb, vers'd in little elſe than the Art of Defamation, 
and in that excell'd ſufficiently, to make his Company 
acceptabie ſometimes to a Woman of Madamoiſelle D' El 
bieux's Humour. 

Such as he was, however, the Reception he met with 
at the Caſtle, gave Monſieur D' Ejtival an infinity of 
Pain; he obſerved every Motion of his ſuppoſed Rival, 


and the Paſſion he was now-inflamed with, having this | 


uliar Quality of repreſenting every thing its own 

ay, the more Pains he took to be aſſured made him 
the leſs ſo, and as he truly loved the Lady, excluſive of 
her Fortune, he ſuffered all that can be imagined in ſuch 
a Circumſtance, 
covered his Diſquiet, and the Motive; ſhe gloried in it, 
and to encreaſe her Triumph over this unhappy nd 6 too 
conſtant Lover, carried her Complaiſance to Deflour- 
neaux even to a ſeeming Fondneſs. 

The Counteſs De N was in a quite different 
Situation; ſhe had given Encouragement to the pretended 


Addrefles of Monſieur D' E/{ival, but * them ceaſe 
on 


Madamoilelle D* E[pieux eee the Cil- 
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on 2 ſudden, and her ſuppoſed Lover grown extremely 
melancholy, ſhe took an Opportunity when they were 
alone together, to aſk the meaning of ſo ſtrange an Alte- 
ration in his Behavicur; on which, Madam, faid he, I 
ſhould little deſerve to have the Paſſion I profefs be belie- 
ved ſincere, if I could without the utmoſt Anxiety be- 
hold the favourable Reception of a Rival. O Heavens! 
cried the Counteſs, what is it you mean? whom do you 
ſee entertained here that can give you any Uneafineſs. 
Ah, Madam! replied he, too well your Ladyſhip is ac- 
quainted with the Cauſes of my Deſpair why will 
you therefore cruelly compel ine to mention a Name fo 
hateful to mc But, O good Heaven, continued he 
in the utmoſt Agony, in what does Deflourneaux merit the 
Encouragment he is bleſt with. 

Deftcurncaix, ſaid ſhe interrupting him haſtily, is it 
poſuble the Viſits of that Trifler can give yeu Pain? 
but to convince you of your Error, 1 will fend to forbid 
him ever coming here any more and be aſſured, 
that to render you eaſy and contented, would do the ſame 
by thoſe infinitely mofe worthy of my Eſteem. 

Monſieur D' Ei , thought himſelf ſo much obliged 
by this Promiſe, that he threw himſelf at the Counteſs's 
Feet, and kiſs'd her Hands, with an Eagerneſs which 
might well be taken for the EffeQs of Love, as indeed 
it was, tho” not for the Object in preſence. Ma- 
damoiſelle D' Elbicux came that Moment into the Room, 
and ſurprized her Lover in that Poſture, and imagining 
the was herſelf the Dupe of her own Plot, and that by 
counterfeiting an Affection for her Mother, he had work'd 
himſelf up into a real Paſſion for her, was ſtung to the 
very Soul, and ſhe flew out of the Room, muttering ſome- 
thing which was not very pleaſing to the Countels, who 
role haſtily from her Scat, in Order to follow her, and 
vive her ſome Tokens of her Reſentment Monſieur 
U E/lival perceiving the Fury ſhe was in, kept her from 
going out of the Room, and in endeavouring as he thought 
to appeaſe her, let fall ſome Words, which let her into 
the Secret of his Behaviour, and that ſhe had been but the 
-roperty of his Deſigns on her Daughter. This Diſco- 


very 
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very put her into a very great Confuſion, and ſhe ſat down 
again without being able to ſpeak. D* E/tval aſked very 
reſpectfully if he had been fo unhappy as to have done 
any thing to offend her. No, Monſieur, anſwered ſhe, 
but I have ſomething in my Boſom which I cannot be eaſy 
till I disburden myſelf tell me, therefore, con- 
tinued ſhe, if you have dealt fincerly with me, and if you 
have not, let me no longer be a Stranger to the Motive 
which engag'd you to deceive me in fine, am I to 
depend on the Profeſſions you have ſo often made me of 
Love, or am I not. 

What a Perplexity was now this poor Gentleman in, 
he had been made to believe that nothing would engage 
the Counteſs to favour his Addrefles to her Daughter, 
but imagining he gave the Preference to herſelf; to con- 
feſs the Truth therefore, he thought would ruin all he 
had fo long been endeavouring to bring about, and how 
to perſevere in his pretended Paſſion he knew not, for 
fear, as there was but too much Probability, ſhe ſhould 
take him at his Word : Madam, anſwered he after a pretty 
long Pauſe, I can ſee no cauſe for your Ladyſhip's har- 
bouring any doubt of my Sincerity. The Counteſs De N— 
ought to know herſelf too well, to doubt if any Charms 
can come in Competition with thoſe ſhe is Miſtreſs cf. 

Well, replied ſhe, I am willing to believe your Paſſion 
repreſents me ſuch as you ſay ; and confeſs to you in my 
turn, that I look upon no Man in the World fo worthy as 
Monſieur D' Eftival ; but yet we ought not to enter into 
Engagements, which we ſhould hereafter have Reaſon to 
repent we are both of us paſt five and twenty, and 
ſhould well weigh the Conſequences of things of this 
Nature to be plain with you, Monſieur, I have a very 
great Affection for my Daughter, and will never conſent 
to marry to her Prejudice; fo as I would make her 
happy, and you allo, I offer you your Choice, either to 
take me with only my bare Dowry, or her with the vaſt 
Eſtate, which by the Death of her Father, and the Re- 
tirement of her Brother, is now devolved on her; for 1 
have always promiſed her, and will not break my Word, 
that whenever I marry, ſhe ſhall be immediately put in 

| poſſeſſion 
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poſſeſſion of all the Wealth I am poſſeſt o. if your 
Paſion {till continues, to give me the Preference even un- 
der theſe Diſadvantages, you have nothing to do, but 
publiſh the Banrs of Matrimony ; if the Riches of my 
Daughter outbalances your regard for me, then prepare 
for your Nuptials with her: I leave you to reflect on 
what I have ſaid, and expect your deciſive Anſwer to- 
morrow about this Time. 

With theſe Words ſhe went out of the Room, leaving 
Monſieur O' E/tivalin a Conſternation that is not eaſy to 
be expreſs'd ; he was fo poſſeſt with what Mademoiſelle 
had told him, concerning her Mother's Caprice, that he 
was ſometimes ready to believe ſhe offered herſelf to him 
in this Manner only to try him, and that if he feigned to 
fix his Choice on her, with the Diſadvantages ſhe men- 
tioned, that ſhe would then give her Daughter to him, 
contenting herſelf with the Vanity of having it to ſay 
ſhe had refus'd him. The Affair however ſeem'd ſo nice, 
and ſo much depended on the Anſwer he was to give, 
that it involved him in a moſt terrible Dilemma, and he 
went out of the Caſtle, ruminating on the Adventure, 
and full of diſturb'd Emotions. 

Madamoiſelle D' Elb:eax hapened to be at her Cham- 
ber Window, and ſaw his Coach drive through the Court- 
Yard ; as he had not uſed to quit the Caſtle without taking 
leave of her, ſhe imagined it the Conſequence of what 
ſhe had ſeen, and grew more confirm'd than before, that 
her Mother had ſupplanted her in his Affection 
"till now ſhe knew not that ſhe loved him, but no ſooner 
did ſhe imagine he was devoted to her Mother, than 
ſhe thought herſelf the moſt unhappy Creature in the 
World. in the lots of her Lover, who now appeared ſo 
amiable in her Eyes. Hurry'd with all the Impatienee 
ot Love, Jealouſy, Deſpair and Revenge, ſhe reſolved 
to omit nothing that might gratify each of thoſe outragious 
Paſſions, tho ſhe ſhould trample under Foot all the 
Rules of Duty, and of Decency. 

Even her darling Pride was now no more remembered 
D' Efiival muſt be regain'd, and her Mother mortified, 
Whatever ſhould be the Event; ſhe than ſat herſelf ton 
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and wrote a little Billet to him, in which ſhe told him, 
that intending to go very early the next Morning before 
the Counteſs was ſtirring, to viſit a Relation at a Mona- 
ſtery about a League diſtant, ſhe deſired he would meet 
her in the Road, having ſomething to impart to him, 
that it was abſolutely. neceſſary he ſhould know, and 
which ſhe added, ſhe believed would not be diſagreeable 
to him to hear. 

This ſhe entruſted to the Care of a Farmer's Son who 
was frequently about the Caſtle, charging him to be ſe- 
cret, and bring her an immediate Anſwer ; to engage his 
Fidelity ſhe gave him a handſome Reward, and pro- 
miſed him yet more at his Return. The young Fel- 
low, for all his Simplicity, was ſenſible of the Conſe- 

uence of what he was about to do, and dreading the 
Counteſs's Diſpleaſure if it ſhould ever be diſcovered, that 
he had a Hand in carrying on ſuch an Affair without her 
Knowledge, thought it was beſt to go upon ſure 
Grounds, and reſolved to ſhew her the Letter. 

Accordingly he did fo, aſſuring her Ladyſhip, that 
though her Daughter ſhould reſent it never ſo much, he 
would hazard every thing rather than diſoblige her. 

The Counteſs highly prais'd his Honeſty, gave him a 
handſome. Gratuity, and promiſed that Mademoile!le 
D'Elbieux ſhould never have any Reaſon to ſuſpect he 
had betrayed her Secret. On opening the Letter, ſhe was 
amazed at the Appointment ſhe found it contain'd, and 
in order to penetrate into the Motive of it, ſhe deter- 
min'd to write another, and fend it inſtead of her Daugh- 
ter's. She made pſe of the ſame Words, only changed 
the Time and Place, appointing an Ally in her own 
Park, which had a Door that opened into the Garden, 
and the Hour 12 at Night, inſtead of early in the 
Morning. 

When this was ready ſhe ſent it by the young Peaſant, 
and order*d him to bring to her whatever Anſwer Monſieur 
D' Eftival ſhould fend ; after he was gone, ſhe began to 
conſider in what manner ſhe ſhould behave, in an At- 
fair in which ſhe had a double Concern. — --he 


doubted not but it was owing to the Poſture, in which 
her 
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her Daughter had found D' Eftival, that ſhe wrote to 
deſire this private Conference ; but then if he ſhould 
comply with her Aſſignation, as ſhe ſometimes feared 
he would, in what Faſhion to reſent it ſeem'd to her 
very difficult to reſolve. But as no Judgment could be 
form'd till his Anſwer arriv'd, ſhe was oblig'd to wait 
the Event. 

The Peaſant in the mean Time was highly delighted 
with his own Conduct, not doubting but he ſhould alſo 
be paid by the Lover for his Trouble, and went merrily 
on his Errand ; but in the way happening to meet with 
an Acquaintance, went into a Cabaret, where drinking 
too plentifully he ſell aſleep, and awoke not till it was 
dark. He reproached himſelf not a little for this Neg- 
ligence, but thought to make up his loſs of Time by bis 
haſte, and invent ſome Excuſe to the Ladies for having 
ſtaid fo long. | 

The Hurry he was now in, occaſion'd him to miſtake 
his way, and happened to take that Road, which led to 
the Houſe of Monſieur D-fourneaux, having never been 
either there or at Monſieur D' EfivaPs, he was only 
guided by the Directions he had received; and ſeeing 
before him a great Court-Yard, which had a row of 
Elms leading up to it, he imagined himſelf right, and 
went directly to the Gate, and enquired of the Servant 
who open'd it, if his Maſter was at Home, and being 
anſwer'd in the affirmative, ſent the Letter into him 
deſiring a ſpeedy Anſwer. 8 

The Counteſs, in the hurry of Spirits ſhe had been in, 
forgot to put a Superſcription, which gave it very much 
the Air of a Myſtery to this Gentleman. The 
Contents, however, ſeem'd yet more ſo: To be wrote 
to in that familiar Stile, and defired to meet a young 
Lady of Mademoile!le's Quality and Character, was an 
Honour he could litde expect; and had he not been 
vain enough to think every thing was due to his. Merit, 
he would from the beginning have imagined there was 
ſome Miſtake in the Affair. 

But, as I faid before, Self-Sufficieney kept him from 
once thinking on any ſuch thirg, and he örder'd the 
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Meſſenger to acquaint the Lady who ſent him, that he 
thank'd her for the Honour ſhe did him, and that he 
would not fail the Time and Place appointed. 

It was very late before he return'd, and both the 
Counteſs and her Daughter ſufter'd not a little from their 
Impatience; the former to prevent her ſeeing the Fel- 
I before her, had order'd Mademoiſelle Da Parc her 
Woman, to watch for him at the Poſtern, and this old 
Waiting-Woman was too diligent, not to condut him 
into her Lady's Cloſet, without Mademoiſelle D' E /biet:.: 
ſeeing him. 

The Counteſs no ſooner was told that D' Eftival would 
obey the Summons, than ſhe wrote a little Note in his 
Name to her Daughter, entreating ſhe would give him 
a Meeting that Night, having conſider'd that the Morn- 
ing would render her more liable to be obſerved, and 
then named the Park-Gate. This ſhe order'd the Fel- 
low to give to her Daughter, as from the Gentleman to 
whom he had been ſent. 

"Tis eafi'y perceived that the Counteſs laid this Plot, 
in order to be rear the Place of Meeting, that by the 
Converſation they ſhould have together, ſhe might dil- 
cover the real Sentiments of Monſieur D' Efttval, ſo 
went thi:ter ſomewhat before the Hour prefixed, and 
ſtood concealed behind a great Tree, in caſe the Moon 
ſhould happen to ſhine out, and thereby endanger a 
Diſcovery. | 

Mademoiſelle D* E/3;cux on the other Hand was ex- 
tremely punctual, and came accompanied by her Maid, 
who was in the Secret: They fat down on a Bank near 
the Gate, and cough'd by way of Signal to D* Eftiva!, 
if it ſhould happen that he were already near the Place 
They waited not long before a Rultling among the 
Trees made them not doubt, but the expected Perſon was 
approaching; on which the Confidante of Mademoilclle 
D' Ekieux ttepp'd forward, and ſaid, Monſieur, ſpeak 
low, in Caſe any Wanderers ſhould happen to be in the 
Park. The ſuppoſed D' Eftival anſwer'd that he would 
be wary, and prelenting her his Hand, flie led bim to 
her Miitels, 
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The Obſcurity of the Night happened to be ſuch, as 
to render it im poſſible for any Objects to be diſcern'd, fo 
they were both oblig'd to content themſelves With ſay- 
ing a thouſand endearing things, without being able to 
converſe with thoſe true Intelligencers of the Leart, the 
Eyes. Deflourneaux told her how happy he thought 
himſelf in this Opportunity of entertaining her, and 
{wore he adored her beyond all things upon Earth: on 
which ſhe interrupted him, by ſaying, hold, Monſieur, 
I will not liſten to one Word you tell me on this Score, 
till you inform me truly on what Terms you are with 
my Mother tis to be convinced of that from your own 
Mouth, I appointed this private Meeting, and will 
never ſee you more, if you comply not with what I 
deſire. Therefore, tell me, if you have any real 
Paſſion for her, I ſhall be far from being any Bar to 
your Deſigns. 

Nothing could be more amazing than this Diſcourſe 
was, to the Perſon to whom it was made. Heavens ! 
Madam, cry'd he, I a Paſſion for the Counteſs 
can you imagine me ſtupid enough to doat upon Anti- 
quit can ſhe have any other Merit in my Eyes, 
than being the Mother of the fineſt Creature in the 
Vorld ? No, no, Madam, her Charms have 
long ſince been faded, and if ſhe imagines her Paint, 
falle Curls, and affected Airs have any Influence over 
me, ſhe but deceives herſelf————one only Woman 1 
love, and that is your beautiful Self, 

Had he been Maſter of all the Eloquence of the 
greateſt Orator that ever was, he could not ſo well have 
pleaſed Mademoiſelle ND E/bieux, as he did in theſe ill- 
natured Reflections on her Mother: Malice was à Re- 
gale peculiarly adapted to her Taſte, and ſo far from 
interrupting him, that ſhe let him go on with man 
other, and more groſs Fpithets if poſſible, on her who had 
given her Birth. At laſt, well, but, ſaid ſhe, ali this 
is not ſufficient to ſatisfy me; for I am credibly in- 
ſorm'd you are under ſecret Engagements, | 
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Theſe Words ſtruck a Damp on the Gaiety of De- 
Pourneaux ; when ſhe had mentioned the Counteſs, he 
was not at all alarmed at her Suſpicions bæcauie they had 
no Foundation, and he knew very weil bow to clear him- 
telf ; but this Gentleman had been weak enough to give 
his Hand to a Woman of mean Birth, and worſe Fame, 
which having immediately repented of, he was obiiged 
to allow her a conſiderable Share of his little Fortune, 
in order to prevail with her to keep it a Secret. 
Imagining, therefore, by what Mademoilelle D' E ldteux 
laſt ſaid, that ſhe hid made a Diicovery of his Marriage, 
he was extremely at a Lois what to ſay. 

The Lady taking his Silence as an Effect of his 
Guilt. find, faid ſhe, that what I accuſe you of is 
but too juſt, and you are now ſeeking ſome plauſible 
Excule for it; but all you can ſay will be in vain, 
I'n never fee you more. She was turning away, when 
Deflourneaux took hold of her Hand, and gently drew 
her back. Pardon me, my Angel, cry'd he, that I 
heſitated one Moment to lay open all my Soul to you. 
I feared to mention what, ſince you are ſo good 
to bleis me with your Favour, I look or as my great 
Unhappineſs and Shame ;———but I will now own 
to you, that I am, indeed, under a ſecret Engagement. 

| was unwarily drawn in, and am ——mar- 
died Married! ſaid Mademoiſelle D'Elbieux. 
Yes, Madam, replied he; but as the Ceremony was not 
according to the Forms which ought to be obſerved on 
tuch Occaſions, I can ealily be reliev'd from it. 

Wretch ! reſumed ſhe, haſtily interrupting him, haſt 
Thou the Inſolence to hope I will ever tegard thee after 
ſuch an Action No, no, proclaim your Nuptials 
be the Jeſt of all who know you, and the Ob- 
jet of my eternal Hate. 

With theſe Words ſhe burſt haſtily from him, and 
flew toward the Gate, with roo much Precipitation for 
him to have overtaken her, had the Surprize he was in 

rmitted him to attempt it. He now curſed himſeif 
for his frank Confedion, aud quittied the Park with as 

much 


r wmr-©* woot a. a 


Virgin's Viftory. 147 
_ Mortifcation, as he had * it with Plea- 
ure. 

The Counteſs could not but be heartily dejeQed, ſhe had 
heard the Man ſhe loved ſpeak of her in the moſt con- 
temptible Terms, and her on Daughter ſeemed delighted 
with his Bitterneſs againſt her; but all the Indignation 
ſhe conceived at this unworthy Treatment, was ſhort of 
her Aſtoniſhment at his pretending to be married to 
her; and ſhe returned to the Caſtie full of Perplexity 
and Perturbation. 

Thus was every one deceived by the Darkneſs of the 
Night, and the Exchange of the Letters. The Coun- 
teſs never once thought it could be any other than D'F/ 
tival, whom ſhe had heard with her Laughter. 
Deflourneaux went away, not doubting but he was the 
Perſon for whom the Appointment was intended 
and Mademoiſelle D*' Elbieax, aſſured that her Mother 
was married to D' Eftival, though he now repented of 
it. All theſe Miitakes could not but produce very 
odd Circumſtances; but I muſt beg my Reader's Pati- 
ence for a while : Dinner being brought in as my Father 
was in this Part of the Story, interrupted him from pro- 


ſecuting it, and alter that other Accidents intervened, * 


which prevented my being told the Sequel till a long 
time afterward. 

While we were at Table, I long'd prodigiouſly to 
hear what they would ſav of my Self, and would fain 
have mentioned that Niece, of whom I had hear Bars 
bara talk, bat knew/ not how to do it without appear- 
ing too much intereſted; etipecially, as I faw both my 
Father and my Mother, look very much and earneſtly 
on me, as often as they could do it without being rude, 
But Barbara eay'd me of this Inquietuce, by aſking 
them, as ſhe was ſetting on the Deſert, whether they 
had been able to hear yet what was become of me. 
Alas! no, Siller, {aid iny Mother wita a deep Sigh 
we are entirely ignorant where ſhe is at preſent 
ſome time ago we were told ſhe was in a Monaſtery ; but 
that on Made moiſelle D'Z/bieux happening to come 

2 6 there, 


9 
* 
J 
5 
4 
. 
; 
; 
| 
| 


148 The Virtucis Villager ; 


there, ſhe was taken ſuddenly away, and I can't find 
any body that has ever {een her ſince. 

Perceivi ing the Diſcourſe was like to end here, I re- 
vived it, by aſking how it was pcti.b'le a Daughter 
ſhould neglect acquainting her Parents with the Place of 
her Abode. Sure, added I, you mutt have uſed 
her very urkindly, or ſhe could not ve guilty of fo 
much Diſobedience. No, Madam, cry'd my Father, 
far from it on the contrary, ſhe was uſed with too 
much Foncene!is, and that has been her Ruin 
She was always {ufte;*d to have her own Will, and to 
that we owe all the Vexation ſhe has brought upon us 
where ſhe is, or how ſhe ſpends her Time no- 
body knows; but ſhe'll one Day anſwer for all the 
Tears ſhe has coſt her poor Mother for my 
Part I am come to a Reſolution never to trouble myſelf. 
any more about her; but &en abandon her to her un- 
happy Fate. 

Good Huſband, don't talk ſo, reply'd my Mother, 
wiping away the Tears, that in ſpite of her trickled 
down her Cheeks, I hope ſhe will fee the Error of her 
Ways one Day: Beſides, we don't know the 
Truth of Thing: ——ſhe may not be ſo wicked as 
People ſay. am ſure her Inclinations were virtu- 
ous, and if ſhe does not write to us, it may be becauſe 
the is in ſome Place where ſhe is not permitted, or has 
no Conveniency————we ought to condemn no- body 
without hearing them, much leſs our own Child. You 
are much in the right, Siſter, ſaid my poor good-natured 
Aunt, the Girl may make a good Woman yer, for all 
the Stories told of her. ———One does not know what 
may have happened, and ſhou!d always judge the beſt. 

E like you, ſaid I, for taking your Niece's Part, there 
15 no judging by Appearances, and if it ſhould one Day 
be proved that the is wrong'd, it would inflit a laſting 
Remorle on thoſe, who have cenſured her Actions, with- 
out knowing the Motive of them. 

Your Lady ſhip is excellently good, cry'd my Mother, 
to have ſo favourable an Opinion of my pcor Feanetta : 1 
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do aſſure you, Madam, ſhe would not have ſpoke in the 
manner thoſe do, who accuſe her, if they had been 
guilty of worſe things than can be laid to her Charge. 
My dear Mother melted into Tears as ſhe utter'd theſe 
Words, and my Eyes that Inſtant meeting hers, Na- 
ture exerted itie!f, and excited a Sympathy in my Heart, 
which, unable to reitrain ſhewing ſome Tokens of, I made 
2 Pretence of going into my Cloſet, and ſtaid there till 
1 had recover'd myſelf. | | 

] could hear my Father chide her, for giving ſuch a 
looſe to her Tenderneſs before a Lady of my Quality, 
and ſhe excus'd herſelf by ſaying, ſhe fancied there was 
fuch a Reſemblance hetween me and her poor Feanetta, 
that it was impoſſible for her to forbear. My Father 
own'd he was of the ſame Opinion, and if he durſt 
would have mention'd it before. | 

After this they began to aſk my Aunt who I was, 
and in what manner | lived: ſhe told them that I was, 
of very high Birth to be ſure, for at Court where ſhe 
had been with me, nothing but People of Quality, all 
my Relations ſhe believ'd, came to viſit me; and as to 
my Behaviour I was a perfect Nun, and fo good hu- 
mour'd and ſo generous, that ſhe did not think my 
equal was to be found in the whole World. My Pa- 
rents congratulated her good Fortune ; and then began to 
inform her, how very far from being happy they were, 
being ſcarce able to ſubſiſt, ſeveral of their Sheep ha- 
ving been devour'd by the Wolves, and two Cows, which 
were their main Support, ſtolea from them. This pier- 
ced me to the Heart, and made me preſently ſet about 
contriving how I might relieve their Neceſſities, with» 
cut diſcovering mylelf, or giving any room for Suſpt- 
con. 

After having conſider'd on the Matter ſome little 
time, I return'd to them, and took an Occaſion of tel- 
ling them I was very fond of the Country, and as ſoon 
as I had finiſh'd ſome little Affairs, intended to paſs a 
few Weeks in ſome pleaſant retired Part. Ah, Madam, 
cry'd Barbara, your Ladyſhip cannot find a ſweeter 
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Place in all France, than the Village of D in 
Fountainbl:au————there is not a better Air, nor a 
finer Proſpect any where. Your Ladyſhip eats no- 
thing here ; but if you would once go there, I'd venture 
my Life you'd kave a good Appetite. 

Well, faid I, "ts very likely | may make tryal of 
it: Jam ordered to drink - Milk for the Recovery of 
my Health, and it your Brother and Sifter will be ſo good 
to comply with what I defire, I will think on no other 
Place but their Village Be ſo good, cry'd my 
Aunt, quite tranſported! Ah, Madam, I'll anſwer for 
them, you need only let them know your Commands 
Both my Parents ſeconded what ſhe ſaid, and 
added, they ſhould think themſelves highly honour'd to 
ſerve me. 

I am much oblig'd to you, anſwer'd J; in the firſt 
Place, I will lodge at your Houſe ; but I muſt deſire 
yeu wil buy me two young Cows that the Milk may be 
better. I will alto give you Money to furniſh a Cham- 
ber for me, and as I am fond of Country Amuſements, 
you mult purchaſe a little Flock of Sheep. It was plea- 
fant enough to obterve the Countenances my Father, 
other, and Aunt put on when they heard me ſpeak 
in tliis manner; but 1 gave them not time to re- 
ply, ſor plucking my Purſe out of my Pocket, I 
counted out ſeventy-five Lexvis D'Ors upon the Table: 
And when they had ſeen the Sum, I gathered it up toge- 
ther, and wrapp'd it in a Piece of Paper, then put it into 
my Mother's Hand; I depend on you, ſaid I, good Ma- 
demaiſelle B to get the Cows, the Sheep, and 
the Chamber againſt I come. Tne Conſuſion 1 was 
in was ſo great, at being obliged to receive all the 
AAcknow!edgmerts their Gratitude poured out; my 
Father, and Aunt eſpecially, being ready to fall down 
and kils my Feet, that to put an End to it, I pretended 
to have Affairs of the utimoit Moment to diſpatch, and 
taking my leave of them, retired to my Cloſet ; where 
] indulged that Satisſaction, which always attends con- 
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ferring Benefits, and being happy enough to give Hap- 
pineis to others; and though | had done no more than 
what my Duty bound me to do, yet did the Confcioul- 
neſs of having atquited myſelf ot that Duty, give me 
an Infinity of Pleaſure. 


The End of the NINTH PART. 
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TER my Parents were gone, and | 
had recovered mylelf from the Emotions 
% their Preſence gave me, I wrote an An- 
4 {wer to Monſieur the Count de Saint Fal's 
Letter. I thought proper to acquaint 
him with the Epiitle l had received from 
the old Marquis de L V. , his Diſcovery of 
me, and the Vitt he had made me; with all that paſſed 
in that Converſation ; concealing no Part of the Truth, 
and entreating he would uic me with the ſame Sincerity, 
and ailo continue to favour me with his Advice, how to 
benave in ſo critical a Circumſtance, 
When I had ſent this Letter away, I divided my 
2 ime between Acts of Devotion for the ſafety hol 
ear 


The Virtuous Villager, &. 153 


dear Marquis, and in reading Books of Philoſophy and 
Morality to inſpire me with Forcitude, to ſuſtain what- 


ever Ills might ſtill be ordained for me. As the Time 


in which J expected the Father of my Lover drew near, 
I began to be no leſs impatient to ſee him than I had 
been fearful before————the great Deſigas he ſaid he 
had form'd for me, elevated me to Hopes I had little 
reaſon to expect would ever be fulfilled, and tho' J en- 
deavoured to check Ideas, which then ſeemed ſo vain, 
yet would they {till return, and in ſpite of myſelf I was 
compelled ſometimes to look on mylelf then, as what L 
now in reality am. 

It was the third Day from that in which I had ſeen 
him, and I begun to doubt if he would keep his Promiſe. 
when about ſix in the Evening, I heard him on the 
Stairs, enquiring after my Health of Barbara, in a 
very polite Manner; when he entered my Apartment, it 
was with the ſame Complaiſance, as to a Dutcheſs, tho 
bended with the Freedom and Sweetneſs of a long Ac- 
quaintance and intimate Friend this is true good 
Breeding, for one cannot call a Man a fine Gentleman, if 
a due Reſpect, is not accompanied with a certain Eaſe, 
which lays no Reſtraint on the Perſon to whom it is 
paid. 

One of the firſt things he ſaid to me was this. 
charming Feanetta, you have never been out of my 
Thoughts fince I was here; and among other things. 
it has been ſome matter of Aſtoniſhment to me, that you 
do not ſeem tired with this ſolitary Life Women 
at your Age are uſually fond of Company and Diverſions, 
whereas you partake of none, and live in the World, as 
tho* you were out of it I queſtion if the Life of a 
Recluſe, which you ſo much dreaded, is not to be pre- 
tered to yours. 


Conſtraint, my Lord, anſwered I, renders thoſe 


things irkfome which in themſelves are not o 
as I am now at Liberty, I prefer Solitude, but condemned 
to it, ſhould think it dreadful but, continued I, 
find ways tc divert all my time, and between Reading, 
Working, and Mulick, have ſeldom any vacant Hours. 
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You are never to be ſufficiently praiſed for being thus 
every Thing to yourſelf, replied the Marquis, nor is It 
at all to be wondered at, that you inſpire ſuch laſting 
Affection in thoſe who truly know you. 

He looked at me as he ſpoke theſe Words, with an 
infinity of Tenderneſs, and perceiving I did not imme- 
diately reply, you know not, continued he, the whole 
Force of your Charms, r.or the Conqueſt they have 
zained over a Heart, which very lately imagined itlelf 
incapable of being influenced in the manner it now is. 
There is a Perſon in the World Feanctta, who 
tho' far advanced in Years has a very great Affection for 
you he is a Man of Quality, and has Honour 
and good Senſc he has entruſted me with the 
SEC:<ct, and I have promited to be his Advocate 
what iay you, lovely Fearctta, will the greateſt Com- 
plaiſance and Jenderreis (both which I will undertake 
to aniwer for) make up for want of Youth ? [ 


mult own, that conſidering your fine way of Thinking, 


I cannot ſuppoſe lie would run any Riſque in declaring 
himſelf immediately, but I could not perſuade him to 
diſcover to you his Name, till he was aſſured his Paſhon 
would not be rejected. 

Any one may gueſs the Surprize I was ia at hearing 
the Father of my Lover talk to me in this Manner; and 
thence infer Low difacuit it was for me to reply a9 
I was wholly unprepared for any ſuch Attack I thougat 
it beſt to evade it by treating what he ſaid, as a peice of 
Raillery: I therefore affected to be very gay, tho' in 
reality I was very much the contrary ; the Lover he 
mentioned had io great a reicmbiance of himſelf, that 
L tecretly trembled, for the Conſequence of what my 
uniucky Beauty might occalion ; his Love appearing, with 
Reaſcn, no leſs a \lisfortune to me, than his Hate had 
been. | 

The Marquis perceived the little Artifice I now put 
in Practice, zou have a great dcal of Wit, ſaid he, it 
muſt be confeiled———1 tce you would turn a Propoſal 
you don't reliſt into a Jeit; yet nevertheleſs I atlure you 
notiung is moe ſerious ———I will however fay no 
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more of it at preſent perhaps, hereafter a more ia- 
vourable Time may offer ———a Lover of Sixty muit 
have Patience. 

Aﬀer this, the Converſation turned on a different 
Subject; the 0!d Marquis told me he had been ſolliciting 
in my behalf at Court, that he had reminded the King 
of what his Majeſty had done for me before, and repre- 
ſented my Merit, and the Gratitude I expreſſed for that 
Bounty in ſo ſtrong a Light, that he did not doubt but 
a good Effect would come of it. The King, ſaid he, 
being told I am your Godfather, and that I eſpouſe your 
Interett, will I believe allow you a Penſion, and I flatter 
myſelf, ſuch a one, as will ſupport you without being 
obige] either to my Son or Nephew. 

Tt his Service was indeed very acceptable to me, and 
without reflecting as I might have naturally done, 
whether this was not a generous Artifice in the Marquis, 
to confer this Favour cn me, without letting me know 
how far [ was obliged, I thanked him with the utmolt 
Humility and Sincerity, for intereſting himſelf fo far in 
my Behalf. The Affair is not yet concluded, ſaid he, 
the better to conceal from me what Part he had in it; 
but I don't doubt but to with you Joy of it the next Time 
[ fee you. I ſhall be extremely glad not to be dit- 
appointed in my Hope, for I folemnly proteſt I have 
nothing more at Heart, than to ſee you perſect'y 
eaſy. 

I returned this Compliment as became me, and what- 
ever paſſed in my Boſom, behaved with a Cheartulnets 
which was very engaging to my Gueſt; he aſked Per- 
miſſion to ſtay to Supper with me, and as it was a Fa- 
vour I did not dare to refuſe, granted it, as tho? ſatisfied 
with the Honour he did me he ſaid many fine 
Things to me, on my acquitting myſelf io well in the 
little Forms obſerved at Table between Perſons of 
Dilin&ion, and often cried out in a kind of Tranſport ; 
good God! who would believe this admirable Creature 
was born in a Cottage. 

When it grew towards Eleven a Clock,, he took his 
leave, faying, be never would exact any thing from me 
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that treſpaſſed on Decency z that tho* he could never 
think the Hours tedious in my Cuiapany, yet for my 
ſike he judged it Time to retire, which he did with the 
greate!t Complaiſance, and a Promiſe of ſeeing me the 
next Day. 

He failed not in his Word, and during eight Days, 
that he ſtayed at Paris, was never abſent in an Aſter- 
noon. No Reſpe& could exceed that with which he 
treated me ; but every Time he came, dropt one Ex- 
preſſion or anotker, which mace me fear the few Charms 
I was Miſtre's of had made but too much Impreſſion on 
his Heart. | 

Ihe Day of his Departure ke told me he was obliged 
to leave me, and as it would be impoſſible for him to 
retu ru in leis than a Fortniglit, proteſted he never under- 
tok any Journey with more regret. I tear my ſelf from 
you, ſaid he, and in this ſhort "Time, that I have been 
accuſtomed to your Company, am convinced I can't 
be harpy without being eternally with you———if you 
at preſent, continued he, compiehend not the meaning of 
theie Words, and many other others I have ſaid, here- 
after they will be ſufficiently explained. 

Alas! thought I, they are but too eaſily accounted 
for dilſembled however my Diſquiet till he was 
gone, and then fell into moſt terrible Agitations, to 
think of the Event of fo unexpected an Accident 
Now, ſaid I, all my ill Fortune is compleated were 
the Marquis to return rerentant of the raſh Judgment 
jealous Rage has made him paſs upon me, will he pre- 
ſume to Rival his Father ?—— and will the Father recede 
to the Son————vi!l ke, who would not conſent to his 
Union with me, when he not loved me, ever be pre- 
vaiied upon to yield that he ſhould marry the Woman he 
unhappily has a Patton for himſelf? — 

Theſe Reflections, which after what had paſſed between 
me and the old Marquis were highly reaſonable, joined 
to the Uncertainty I was in for the Fate of his Son, made 
my Breaſt a perſect Chaos of Confuſion I ſlept little 
that Night, and roſe next Morning, not much more 
compoled, when as I was looking for ſomething in 2 
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Drawer in my Toylet, I diſcovered a little Packet, 
which not having ſeen before, I haſtily opened, and 
fonnd it contained a Purſe, ſuch as Counters are ordina- 
rily put into, but by the Weight I judged it to be Gold; 
nor was I deceived in my Conjecture there were in 
it Two thouſand Livres; and a Letter as follows: 


To the charming JEanETTa, 
H E King has granted you Two. Thouſand Livres, by 


my Hands ; and has Settled on you one Thouſand more, 
For 2 good | 


to be conflantly paid you by the Year. 
an Occonomiſ as I know you are, this little Revenue 1 
[ choſe this away of deliver- 
ing you the Money, becauſe I would avoid any Acknows- 
ledements your Exceſs of Complaiſance and Gratitude might 
have drawn from you———and defire that when I next 
have the Pleaſure of ſecing you, you wwill mention nothing 


of it You are under no manner of Obligation to me, as 


your God. father, it is my Duty to e/pouſe your Interefl, and 


T but gow and my Requeſt was granted. if hereafter 
1 hall be fortunate enough to do any thing that may deſerve 
your Friendſhip, I ſhall not in that ſo eafily give up my 
Pretenſion. 5 e aſſured there is nothing I more ardently 
defire, nor will go greater lengths to obtain 
have awell weigh'd your Merits, and it is to them, much 


more than to your Beauty, admirable as it is, that you are | 


indebted for all can be done for you by him, who is, 


With the moſt perſect Honour 
and tendereſl Aﬀetion, 
The lovely Jt ANETTA's 
Admirer and Friend, 


So great an Act of Generoſity, and the Manner of 
doing it, both ſurprized and charmed me, for I had then 
a ſirm Belief, which has been ſince confirmeg, that it was 
from the ſincere Friendſhip of this truly valuable Nn 
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man, not the Bounty of the King that I received this 
Favour ; which indeed came very ſeaſonably; my little 
Stock of Money being very near exhauſted by the Aſſiſ- 
tance I had given my Parents, I muſt without this Re- 
lief have ſoon been driven to very great Straits. Afflicted as 
I was on many Accounts, this gave me great Conſolation 
People may ſay what they will, but Money is a vaſt 
Alleviater of Misfortunes.———I from my Heart ad- 
mired and acknowledged the Goodneſs of Providence 
Divine Service approaching I went to Church, and 
joined in it with a greater Fervency than I had ever done 
before, even at the Time when 1 was in that dreadful 
Pit mentioned in the Beginning ot theſe Memoirs, and in 
Expectation of being every Moment devoured by a Beaſt 
of Prey. The Poor were amply remembered by me, 
and I gave Money to the Sacriſſan to have Prayers 
offered up for the Preſervation of the Marquis and the 
Count, from all the Dangers to which they were expoſed, 
I was taught from my Youth to have a Confidence in 
ſuch Acts of Piety, and have experienced in many In- 
ſtances that they are never thrown away, and tho” thoſe 
who have little Charity themſelves, are apt to ſay what 
is given that way, is in Danger of being miſapplied, I 
look on this only as the excuſe of a narrow Soul, ſince it is 
the good Intention that renders the Gift acceptable to Hea- 
ven the Guilt of the Perverſion lies alone on the 
Perſon's Head, who is entruſted with the Diſtribution, 
but the Merit in the Dz»2r is the ſame, and never miſſes 
its Reward. And this I may venture to affirm, that if J 
have not always received an immediate Relief from the 
Misfortunes I l.bourcd under, yet my Prayers have been 
efficacious in ovtaining a Fortitude and Reſignation to 
ſupport them without thole Murmurs and Repinings, 
which are the certain Tokens of an abject Mind. 

_ Great indced were the Trials I ſuſtained, and ſuch as 
nothing but a due Conſideration from what Hand they 
came, could dave given me a ſhare of Patience requiſite 
to preſerve me from Deſpair. That very Morning at 
my return from Church I found a Perſon whom [ 
had ordered to bring me the Gazerire, waiting for me, 
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I looked earneſtly for that Article relating to the 
Affairs in Germany———— and found a Paſſage which too 
plainly confirmed what the Count de Saint Fal had 
wrote to me concerning the Marquiz——the Words 
were theſe: 

* A Detachment, commanded by a young Nobleman, 
is entirely cut off, having been ſurrounded by the 
Enemy, and the Commander with ſeveral other 
Officers of Diſtinction left for dead in the Field.” 

Ah, Heavens! cried I out, the Marquis is no more! 
wretched wretched Feanetta——this was all I 
had Power to ſpeak; o verwhelm'd with Grief, my 
Senſes quite forſook me, and I fell motionleſs into a 
Chair : I remained it ſeems two Hours in this Condition ; 
during which my Cloaths were plucked off, and I was 
put into Bed, without my being in the leaſt ſenſible of any 
thing done about me, or ſhewing any ſigns of Life. 

When I came to myſelf, I found my Bed encompaſſed 
with Perſons I had never ſeen before, and Barbara on her 
Knees weeping bitterly, and wringing her Hands, hav- 
ing given me over for dead; a Prieſt whom ſhe had ſent 
for in her Fright, aſked me how I did; alas! anſwered I, 
more ſick in Mind than Body: Have Courage then 
Madam, reſumed he, and caſt your Cares on God, 
who in his good Time will relieve you. As he ſpoke 
theſe Words, the Company witndrew, and I caſting my 
Eyes more heedfully upon him chan I had done before, 
remembered I had ſeen him officiate at the Chapel where 
I uſually went to Prayers, and had taken a particular 
Notice of him on Account of the extraordinary Devotion, 
he ſeemed inſpired with above the reſt of his Brethren : 
I look'd on him in this Juncture as one ſent from 
Heaven for my Conſolation, and made no Scruple of ac- 
quainting him, that the Condition he found me in, had 
been occaſioned by hearing of the Death of a Perſon who 
was very dear to me, and whom I had looked upon as a 
Man that was to have been one Day my Huſband. 

The good Ecclefiaſtick conformed himſelf to my 
Weakneis, the better to enforce his Doctrine, and 
fluelded me from that Deſpair, he perceived was ready 
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to lay hold on me, by making me ſenſible how little 
Regard was to be given to Publick News-Papers, the 
Accounts of which he aſſured me were very uncertain ; 
and then exhorted me to ſubmit to the Divine Will, which 
it was my Duty to doinall Events, and which knew 
what was beſt for me, and would order every thing for 
my Good, if I endeavoured ſincerely to refign every 
Thing entirely to its Diſpoſal ; he added, that a too 
t Attachment to any created Being, brought on 
nothing but Miſery and Vexation, and that it was a 
Crime to indulge Grief at the Expence of my Health. 

His Admonitions failed not of their Effect, I promiſed 
him I would uſe my Efforts to do my Duty, on which 
he took his Leave, aſſuring me he would conſtantly re- 
member me in his Prayers. 

Immediately after he was gone, a huge tall Man 
with a monſtrous black Wig, came to my Bedſide and 
offered to take me by the Hand : His Aſpect and Man- 
ner of approaching me, put me into ſuch a Terror, that 
I ſcreamed out and matched my Hand away I 
had no Thoughts of a Phyſician being ſent for, and my 
Head being a little oat of Order through the Weakneſs 
which my late Fainting had left me in, made me not 
preſently comprehend what buſineſs he could have with 
me; but he ſoon ſolved the Riddle, when addreſſing 
himſelf to an old Lady who ſtood by; theſe yoiptoms, 
Madam, ſaid he, denote a maniſeſt Lelicium, ihe 
muſt he let Blood this Minute Run, purſucd he, 
to Barbara, and fetch Monſieur Lancelot the Surgeon, 
that he may perform the Operation, while this little 
Interval of Senſe continues. I was fo much amazed at 
being looked upon as mad, that I could not mike any 
Anſwer to convince him and the reſt of the Company, 
that I was not ſo. How kind is Providence, ald the 
Lady, to whom he had ſpoke, if Monfieur de Pourpre, 
had not happened to be at Home when I ſent, waat 
might not this pretty young Creature have ſuffered ! 
During this Lady's Exclamation I recovercd my Voice, 
and looking on this frightful Doctor with Contempt, I 
ſand in no need, ſaid I, neither of a Surgeon, nor your- 
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ſelf; ſo deſire you'll leave my Chamber 4a— 
Ha cried he, the Fit is coming again—————l 
wiſh Monſieur Lancelot were here 
ten Ounces at leaſt taken from each Arm ; and twice 
that Number from under the right Ear; then turn- 
ing to me, have a good Heart, Madam, faid he, I'M 
engage we'll ſet you up again, tho' it muſt be owned you 
are far gone very far gone indeed See, con- 
tinued he, to the old Lady, who I perceived had a great 
Conſidence in him, what a Wildneſs there is in her 
Eyes Ah, I am never deceived, if I once look 
in the Eyes of a Patient———our Phy ſicians, gene- 
— ſpeaking, are very ignorant, they cannot read 
Diſeaſes by the Face, and therefore envy me for my 
ſuperior Skill they talk of obliging me to leave 
Paris ; but they ſhall repent it if they offer to moleſt 
me in my Practice. I have a whole Volume ready for 
the Preſs, which I'll have printed in Halland, and put 
them all to Confuſion. 

The old Lady ſeemed to approve prodigiouſly of 
| What he faid, and then aſked him, what Remedies he 
intended to preſcribe for my Cure. None Madam, 
anſwered he, but what are perfectly ſimple————the 
Gentlemen of the Faculty will ſometimes keep a Patient 
under their Hands, three or four Years; but my Me- 
dicines never fail doing the Buſineſs in nine Days at 
fartheſt I'll have her bled twice a Day for three 
Days ſueceſſively the too great Height of her 
Spirits, muſt be brought down by three Days Faſting, 
and the Heat of her Liver cooled by Bathing——— 
ſo that for the laſt three Days, I'll have her ſet up tothe 
Chin in cold Water, for at leaſt fix Hours together; and 
if this, with the help of ſome few Lenitives and Eme- 
ticks, does not remove all her Complaints at the End of 
nine Days, I'll be content to forfeit all the Reputation L 
have acquired, and be looked upon as ignorant as thoſe 
really are, who pretend to call me ſo. 

The murderous Deſign which I found this Emperick 
had formed againſt me, frighted me to that Degree, 
that I cried out: Barbara, who was now returned from 
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going to the Surgeon's, came to me, and aſked me ten- 
derly what was the matter O, ſaid I, ſend that Man 
away, pointing to Doctor Pourpre, the very Sight of him 
will throw me into Fits. Is Monſieur Lancelot coming, cried 
he, without regarding what I ſaid? O, here he is, 
continue] he, perceiving him enter: Come, Mon- 
fieur, here is your Patient be ſpeedy in performs» 
ing the Operation. The Surgeon, without making any 
reply, preſently plucked out his Lancet, and called for 
warm Water and a Fillet ! while theſe Things were 
preparing, the terrible Doctor repeated to him the 
Number of Ounces of Blood he was to take from each 
Arm, and I making a fign to Barbara to draw my 
Curtains cloſe about me, threw a Gown over my Shoulders, 
and eſcaped from the Bed':-Feet into another Room, where 
I bolted myſelf in, reſolving not to open the Door till the 
Doctor and Surgeon had left the Houle, 

I could hear the Uproar they made, when they found 
] was gone ee] cried Pourpre, can there be a 
more evident- Proof of Madneſs, than to fly from Re. 
medies, and ſuch neceſſary ones as I always preſcribe ? 
you, Madam, continued he, who ſent for me, and 
know my Skill, can be a Witneſs that this young Lady 
1s mad you ſee how ſhe uſes me for my Part, 
J think in Charity we ought to force open the Door, and 
bind her till the Operation is perform'd————it will be 
a meritorious Action to cure her againſt her Will; and 
if ever ſhe comes to her Senſes, ſhe will thank us for the 
Violence we are now compelled to offer. 

As no body oppoſed this Advice, and I heard them 
draw near the Door, I doubted not but they would do 
as he ordered, ſo was forced to cry out, and proteſt it 
they attempted ſuch an Outrage, I would call for help 


from the Window, and have them all proſecuted. 


The Surgeon, who was a Man of more Reaſon, and 
doubtleſs had not the beſt Opinion of Monſieur Pourpre's 
Advice, begged me to moderate my Paſſion, and aſſured 
me he knew too well what he ought to do offer to bleed 
me without my Conſent. I am ready to believe you 
Monſieur, anſwered I, but that Doctor has * 
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ſome Iatentions of deſtroy ing me, and he will oblige you 
to do it. No, Madam, returned he, I give you my 
ſolemn Promiſe, that I will be the firſt to oppoſe it, un- 
leſs commanded by yourſelf. beg, therefore, 
purſued he, that you will open the Door, that I may have 
the Honour of knowing by what Accident this Miſtake 
has happened, and you will find I ſhall obey no other 
Orders than your own. 

The Lady whom I mentioned was truly | na- 
tured, and moved with my Tears, made the ſame Pro- 
teſtations that I ſhould not be moleſted, and Barbara, 
frightned leſt I ſhould catch Cold, as ſhe knew I was 
half naked, cried to me, that they ſhould kill her be- 
fore they ſhould offer to touch me———all this toge- 
ther emboldned me at laſt to open the Door, the 
Surgeon and the Lady came in, and the Doctor was 
piefſing in after them; but on my faying he ſhould 
not enter, they ſhut the Door againſt him. Recover 
yourſelf, Madam, I beſeech you, ſaid Monſieur Lance- 
ict, and favour me ſo far, as to inform me, what has 
occaſioned the Trouble we have given you. On this 
I relate! to him all that had paſſed, and this with ſo 
much Calmneſs, that he ſhrugged up his Shoulders, 
laying, it was not the firſt piece of Folly that 


Paurpre had been guilty of, and that for his Part he | 


was amazeq he had been ſuffered to practiſe; but added, 
that he did not want Skill, if he were leſs ſelf-ſufh- 
c.ent and precipitate, | 
The old Lady, who it ſeems had been ſo good to 
come to my Aſſiſtance, when Barbara cried out on 
my fainting away ; told me, that imagining my Caſe 
was deſperate, ſhe had ſent for the Doctor, in whom 
till now ſhe had placed great Confidence, and alſo for the 
Clergyman: I gave her my hearty Thanks for both, 
as ſhe meant well ; but told her I ſhould always think 
myſelf under an Obligation, for bringing me acquainted 
with that pious Excleliaſtick from whoſe excellent Re- 
monſtrances I had received great Benefit; but as for the 
other I defired to ſee him no more, for I Iqoked upon 
kim to be more mad than he imetioet mawie T 
| his 
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This whimſical Adventure ended with my ordering 
a Gratification to the Surgeon and Emprick, who went 
away well enough ſatisfied, but created in me ſuch an 
Averſion to all Phyficians and Preſcriptions, that J 
could never fince, even on the moſt preſſing Occaſions, 
be perſuaded to have recourſe to them "tis true, 
J am ſenſible that this is Prejudice, and that all are 
not Doctor Pourpre's, but yet it is what I cannot get 
over, and ſo ſtrongly is it rooted in me, that I believe 
I ſhall carry it to my Grave. 

As ſoon as I was free from the Company of theſe 
Gentlemen, the good old Lady, to whote miſtaken Zeal 
was indebted for their Preſence, told me, - ſhe ſhould 
be very glad of my Acqaintance, that ſhe had conceived 
a great liking to me for ſeeing me ſo conſtantly at 
Church, where ſhe went twice every Day, and had 
obſerved I offered up my Devotions with greater Fervour 
than could be expected from a Perſon of my Years. I 
anſwered her in the politeſt Manner I cou'd, but eva- 
ded the Offer ſhe made me, as not ſuiting with my 
Humour to ſee any Company, even tho' they were of 
my own Sex. Indeed, I had ſuffered ſo much by my 
too readily entring into a Familiarity with Madamoilelle 
Fania, that I had fixed my Reſolution to avoid all 
poſſible Dangers of that kind, and nothing could 
perſuade me to break it. 

After ſhe had taken her leave, I again took up 
the Paper, which had occaſioned all this Buſtle, 
and whether it was owing to what the Clergy- 
man had faid to me, cr that in the hurry of my fr! 
reading it my Apprehenſions had magnifed the Danger, 
I know not, but methought it did not now ſeem ſo poſi- 


tive as before, and left room for Hope—the Marquise“ 


Name was not i nſerted, and there might be many 
Detachments commanded by Men of Quality, and 
poſſibly it might be ſome other who had fallen the Victim 
of War, not him for whom I was fo nearly concerned; 
this ſoothing Reflection, joined to the Fatigue I had un- 
dergone, made me fall into a ſound Sleep the Moment 
I went to Bed, 
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I would fain have perſwaded my poor loving Aunt 
to have gone to her Bed, but all I could ſay would 
not prevail on her, ſhe inſiſted on watching by me, 
and happy was it for me ſhe did ſo, I had otherwiſe 
died through Fear, if not been murdered, as the Ac- 
cident I am going to relate will ſhew. 
The Confuſion and Trouble I had been in that Day, 
left Impreſſions on my Imagination, which was doubt- 
leſs the Occaſion of a very frightful Dream 
Methought a Ghoſt, loaded with Chains appeared be- 
fire me, looking on me with a very mournful Af} 
I endeavoured to avoid ſeeing him, but could 
not, and I beheld in his Arms a Corpſe covered with 
Blood and Wounds, which I immediately knew to 
be the young Marquis De L V be- 
hind this ghaſtly Phantome, many others equally 
diſmal ſeemed to ſtalk, with ſolemn and dejected 
Pace among them was the Father of my Lo- 
ver, who led a Woman in Stature, Shape and Fea- 
tures perfectly reſembling myſelf- ſhe ſeem'd to 
move as if by Compulſion, and had ſomething in her 
Air, more melancholy and forlorn than the reſt 
The old Marquis knelt down with her at the Feet 
of the dreadful Phantome I firſt mentioned; on which 
the Corpſe of my Lover ſeem'd to revive, his Eyes 
opened, and the Blood no longer iſſued from his 
Wound————By degrees he came to himſelf, and 


| quitting their Arms which had held him, he took 
his Father's Hand, and that of the Woman who 


was in every thing my other felf, and joined them: 
1 was, methought, in ſtrange Emotions at this Sight, 
but looking again was ſurpriſed to find the Bridegroom 
changed into the young Marquis, and the old one 
entirely diſappeared——caſfting my Eyes a ſecond Time 
on the Spectre, I perceived he now had in his Arms ano- 
ther Corpſe embrued in Blood, as the former had been— 
tiis I preſently knew to be the Count de Saint Fal, his 
Countenance appeared ſo mournful and pity-moving, that 
1 was running to give him ſome Conſolation in the 
excelive Sorrow with which he appeared td be over- 

whelmed, 
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whelmed, when on a ſudden I was waked by my Cur. 
tains being drawn back I ſtarted as People gene- 
rally do when rouzed too haitily from their Sleep, and 
diſcovered by the Light of a imall Taper, which was 
burning on the Table, a Man arm'd with a Ponyard, 
which he preſented to my Breaſt, ſaying at the ſame 
Time, you are a dead Woman, if you offer to cry 
out, or make the leaſt Noiſe———your Purſe, or your 
Life this Inſtant muſt be mine. 

O Heaven! to whom I owe my Preſervation in this 
dreadful remembrance of thy Goodneſs to me, 
keep for ever in my Mind an humble and gratetul 
Remembrance of thy Goodneſs to me! My Aunt 
Barbara, who as I ſaid before, would needs re- 
main in my Chamber, imagined ſhe heard ſomething 
breath in a Cloſet juſt behind the Chair in which ſhe fat: 

-ſhe lifined for ſome "Time, and hearing the ſame 

Sound again began to ſuſpect the 'Truth—She then call 
about in her Mind how to avert the impending Danger, 
to call out, or do any 'Thing that might give 
the concealed Perion room to believe he was diſcovered, 
ſhe thought would be certain Death, both to herſelf and 
me, ſo hit upon a method, which conſidering her Sim- 
plicity in moſt other "Things, was very much to be 
wondered at. Inſtead of ſeeming afraid of any Thing, 
ſhe pretended to yawn, and threw herſelf from one fide 
of the Chair to the other as if ileepy and tired w:th her 
Poſition, and ſoon after got up and came to my Bed ſide 
and looked at me, and then cried, ay, ſhe's faſt 
I knew no bulineſs J have to fit here————P!: &en 
o to my own Bed in the Kitchen — fo having 
pulled the Door ſoftly, as if fearful of waking me, ran 
down Stairs, and called up a Merchant that lived at the 
next Houſe, and ſhe knew had ſeveral Men belonging to 
him they made ſuch expedition that they were all 
in my Chamber, juſt as I was preparing to riſe anc give 
my Money to the Villain. The Wretch let fall his 
Ponyard at this unexpected Interruption, and fell at my 
Feet begging for Mercy the Merchant and }:5 


People preſently ſecured him, anJ I a littic db 
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from my Fright, then I knew him to be the Man who 
brought me the Gazette———he conk fled his Intention 
of robbing me, had been owing to my Imprudence in 
opening a Drawer before him, where lay a great Quan- 
tity of Gold, when I went to pay him for the Paper ; 
that Sight, he ſaid, had tempted him to this 
Wickedneſs, having always till then behaved himſelf 
honeltly : But, Madam, continued he, Opportunity and 
extreme Neceſſity ſtifled all other Conſiderations, 

Your fainting away, ſaid he, and the Buſtle it occa- 
honed in the Family, gave me the Opportunity while 
every body was buſy about you, of hiding myſelf in that 
Cloſet, where I waited in hope your Maid would either 
fall a- ſleep or go out of the Room; the latter happening, 
though not as I expected it, I proceeded to the Accom- 
pliſhment of my intended Deſign, which was, indeed, 
to murder you in Caſe you made any Reſiſtance. 

Barbara then relating by what a Stratagem ſhe had 
rendered the Deſigns of this wicked Creature fruſtrate, 
made me admire the Divine Providence, who when he 
is pleaſed can inſpire the moſt fearful with Courage, and 
the moſt ſimple with Cunning. Never was its 
power more manifeit than in the Inſtrument made Choice 
of, for my Preſervation in ſo eminent a Danger. 

It was doubtleſs the ſame Power who inſpired me with 
a Reſolution of ſaving the Life af the Wretch, who had 
attempted mine a Moment later had prevented the 
Effects of my Pity, for one of the Merchant's Men, in- 
lead of accompanying his Fellows, had ran to alarm the 
Watch, as imagining, perhaps, there might be Occa- 
fon for more Aſſiſtance; but this I was ignorant of, 
and had prevailed with my Neighbours to let him make 
his Eſcape ; I was, indeed, ſo much moved vith his Ne- 
ceſſities, which he deſcribed wih Tears, and the moſt 
bitter Remorſe, for having urged him to ſo deteſtable a 
Crime, that I gave him Iwo Lexis D*Ors, for the Re- 
lieſof Ten Children, he to!'d me he had upon his Hands; 
requiring of him to live honeſtly for the future, and 
promiting him farther Aſſiſtance from time to time, in 
Caſe he would ſend his Wiſe or one of his Children for 
it, andnever let me ſee him more. O! 
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O! how heavenly a Satisfaction do they deny themſelves, 
who, having the power to relieve, are inſenſible of the 
Miſeries of their Fellow · Creatures ! the Pleaſure that ariſes 
rom Acts of Mercy and Benevolence, is certainly the 
moſt perfect we can enjoy on Earth; and in my Opi- 
nion, he who wants a Soul to give, is much poorer 
than be who by Neceſſity is compell'd to at But nei- 
ther Precept or Example is of Force, where an innate 
Compaſhon fails to excite, Every one will act of 
himſelf, and the World muſt be as it will ; for my Par: 
I was ſo overjoy'd that the poor Fellow, vile as he was, 
had made his Eſcape, and had ſomething to comfort his 
diſtreſs'd Family, that it more than compenſated for the 
Terror he had put me in. 

He was but juſt gone when the Watch came in, 
and ſearch'd the Houſe ; but finding no-body, return'd 
laughing among themſelves, I do not doubt, at my 
groundleſs Apprehenſions. As for the Merchant, I 
made him a Preſent of a Gold Snuff - Box, and gratified 
his Men for the Difturbance I had given them. 

When all was over I embraced my dear Aunt Barba- 
ra, to whom under Heaven I owed my Life; and al- 
ſured her, I would not leave the World without giving 
her ample Proofs of the Senſe I had of the Obligu- 
tions I had to her fain would I on this Occaſion 
have declared to her who I was, but I reſtrain'd that 
Teſtimony of my Gratitude, her Indiſcretion might have 
occaſion'd Conlequences of ſuch Moment, that I was 
oblig'd much againit my Inclination to be filent on that 
Head.—1 made what Amends I could, however, by trea - 
ting her with all the Tenderneſs of a near Relation, 
though I own'd myſelf not as ſuch; and ſhe had all the 
Reaſon in the World to be ſatisfied with my Behaviour 
to her. | 

When all this Hurry was over I went again to Bed; 
but had not power to cloſe my Eyes till Day began to 
break ; but then ſlept ſo ſound, that I knew not when J 
ſhould have awoke, had not Barbara come into my Room, 
and told me that a Gentleman in a long Black Gown, 


with two Attendants with him, was come to ſpeak with 
3 | me 
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me on Bufineſs of Importance. As I could not imagire 
what any Gentleman that profeſs'd the Law, as I ſup- 
poſed this was, could have to ſay to me, I aſk'd her 
ſeveral Queſtions concerning what they ſaid, and in what 
manner they enquired for me: And ſhe told me that 
he who ſeem'd to be the Maſter, aſk'd her, if Madam 
De Roches was at Home, (for by that Name I fooliſhly 
enough ſtill continued to be call'd) and on her anſwering 
that I was aſleep, he told her I muſt be waked, for he 
muſt ſpeak with me, on a Buſineſs wherein Life was 
concern'd. : 

What ſhe ſaid affording me no Satisfaction, I got up 
with as much Expedition as I could, and went into my 
Drawing-Room to receive this extraordinary Viſit. 
| tound it was a Commiſtary, who having made a civil 
Apology for giving me this Diſterbance, addrels'd him- 
lelf to me in the following Terms. 

Laſt Night, Madam, faid he, the Watch brought a 
Man before me, who they found running through the 
Street, as if he was making his Eſcape from ſome, that 
he expected were purſuing him; on which they ſeiz'd 


him on Suſpicion, but it being late I ordered he ſhouid 


be ſecured till this Morning, when being brought to 
me again, he appear'd fo ccnfuled, and gave ſuch in- 
coherent Anſwers to the Queſtions I put to him, that I 
lent him back to Priſon, till he ſhouid give a better 
Account of where he had been, and what had occahon'd 
that Terror, which made the Watch take Notice of 
him. A Letter directed to you, Madam, and entruſted 
to the Turnkey to deliver to you, was intercepted and 
broke open. He begs your Mercy, and fays hus Life is 
in your Hands. I examined him upon this, and he 
pretends that having brought you the Gazette, he ſtaid 
lo Tupper with your Servants, and that was the Occa- 
ton of his being out fo late. This agrees fo ill with 
the Contents of his Letter to you, that I am come to 
know what it is that he would have ſtifled, and what he 
means by ſaying his Life is in your Hands. Pleaſe. 
therefore, to permit me to take down your Information, 
and you may afterwards act as vou think proper 
To. II. 1 
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though I beg a perſect Account, becauſe Witneſſes will 
be called, and any Deviation from Truth, might be of 
ill Conteqvence: As I heard your Quality demanded 
this Deference, I came to wait on you myielf, inſtead 
ot ſending an inferior Officer. 

Theie Tidings made me more and more admire Di- 
vine Juſtice, which purſues Wickedneſs even to its in- 
moſt Receſſes; but was ſorry at the ſame Time that my 
Compaſhion was like to prove unavailing. I was very 
much at a loſs how to reply, as the Wretch's Life de. 
penced on wy Words, and I naturally abhorr'd all kind 
of Lying or Prevarication ; at laſt, it is true, ſaid J, 
that being juſt going to Bed, I found the Fellow you 
mean in my Chamber, at which I was fo trighted that ! 
ſcreamed out and rais'd the Houſe ; but on Enquiry [ | 
heard that after Supper he fell aſleep m the Kitchen, 
and that when he waked in endeavouring to get out, 
miſtook his Way and came into my Room, and 
that being frighted himſelf at my taking him for a Thief, 
ke ran away to prevent being ſciz'd as ſuch. 

The Commiſſary appear'd ſatisfed with this, and 
went away; but I picpar'd the Landlord of the Houte 
and his Servants, that they might agree in the ſame 
Story, in Caſe farther Ei:giiry ſhould be made, as, in- 
deed, there was ; but nothing appearing againſt him, he 
got his Diſcharge in wo Days, as his Wile informed 
me, Who came and returned me Thanks upon her 
Krees, proteſting that ſhe and all her Family would in 
that Polture, never fail once a Day to invoke the Blei. 
ſing of Heaven on every thing 1 undertook. 

Theſe two laſt Accidens, ti ough but Trifles in them- 
ſelves, joyn'd to the other Diſquiets I laboured under, 
had an ill Effect on my Conſtitution grew paſe, 
fell away, my Appetite as well as my Sleep ſorſook me, 
ard in a Week's time I was alter'd to that Degree, : 
hardly to be known. Pcor dear Parbara did al 
ſhe cculd to divert me, and, indeed, with ber oed 
FPhraies would ſometimes make me ſmile; but, alas 
this was a Winter's Sun, which was prefently obſcured 
hy the g'oomy Clouds of Gniet my ominous 

5 Dream, 
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Dream, the Uncertainty of my dear Marquis's Fate, 


the Impatience of hearing more of him from Saint 
Fal, was ever preſent to Mind, and J believe no one. 


who did not directly yield to Deſpair, ever fufter'd 
more than I did at that time. 

I was fitting one Day at my Window in a very pen- 
ſive and heavy Turn of Mind, when J heard a Coach 


and Six ſtop at the Door, on looking out I ſaw it was 


the old Marquis's.—- ſtarted, though I knew not 
why, but ſoon found ſufficient Cauſe to be alarm'd, when 
entring my Chamber, I perceived cn his Countenance 
ſo great *a Melancholy, as in a Man of his Temper, 
could not proceed but from ſome very extraordinary 
Occaſion. It territied me the more alſo, that I found 
he laboured very much to conceal it from me: and ſpoke 
not any thing which could give me any lizht into the 
Affair that troubled him, I tool: the Liberty of queſtion- 
ing him in my Turn; your Lordſhip, ſaid I, has been 
pleaſed to honour me with the Title of your Friend, and 
| confeſs myſelf too proud of it, not to do every thing 
in my power to merit it, and would alſo not be denied 
the Privileges of ſo ſacred a Name. There is a 
Cloud upon jour Lordſhip's Brow, the meaning of 
which I cannct comprehend ; if any unwary Act or 
Word of mine has given rile to it, 1 befeech your Lord- 


ſtip to acquaint me with the Nature off ny Cf nce, 


that I may entreat your Pardon, and attone for it by 
my future Conduct if I am no way acceſſary, 
give me leave to ſhare in your Concern. | 

1 was going on when he interruptcd me, by crying out 
in a kind of inward Agony————Oh, TFeanerta ! 
Feanetta ! how crue!ly do vou make me feel 
my Tenderneſs for my Son. 

He had fcarce utter'd theſe Words, than a cold Trem- 
bling ſeiz'd me ſrom Head to Foot. I was now 
aſſured my Dream was fatally accompliſhed, and the 
dear Man for whom my Vows and Sighs were cfier'd 
was no more in that inſtant of Horror all Diſguiſe 


was forgot, my Soul unguarded yielded to the dreadful 


Blow. 


—— I ſuriek'd, and the Tears burſt ie Tor- 
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rents from my Eyes to ſpeak I was unable; but 
beard from the old Marquis that his Son was dange— 
rouſly, it was fear'd mortally wounded in the Head, in 
giving the molt ſigna! Proofs of his Bravery ; and that 
the Count De Saint Fel was taken Priſoner in the Battle, 
which happened two Days after. | 

The Marquis, whether it were that he thought it ill 
became his Character, to offer any thing of Coulolation 
to me in this Circumitance, or that the ſight of my 
Griet made his own more ſenſible, 1 cannot pretend to 

av, but he laid with me but a little time; though I 
heard him as he went out, bid Parbara be tarctul of 
me, and promiled her to come again the next Day. 

He did ſo, but found me in a Condition little capable 
of receiving him the melancholy News he had 
brought me, threw me into a Fit of Sicknels, l 
was than in Bed, which I ſtirr'd not out of for a conſi- 
derable Time. This excellent Nobleman made his own 
Phyſicians attend me; but on the fourth Day they gave 
me over, unleſs Nature, they ſaid, by a prodigious Ef- 
jort, could throw off the bilious Matter from about my 
Heart, which was on the Point of ſuffocating me. They 
vere not wanting in their Endeavours ; but my Stomach 
was too weak to retain any of the Remedies they pre- 
{crib'd, long enough to operate on the Cauſe which ill 
1emain'd behind, and left no hope of my Recovery. 

i ke old Marquis, who came at lealt ten times in 2 
a Day to my Bed{ide, no ſooner heard this, than he be- 
thought kinſelf of 4 Medicine, which though never 
given but in deſperate Caſes, he had ſeen ſome good 
h:fteQs of this he made me take, and fat by me 
andrirg the Operation. His kind Endeaveurs had 
their wiſh'd Succeſlse———the tick Dole ſtaid with 


me for nern ger, during u hich time I ſuſtered 
Torturcs eoual to, the Rack; but at laſt was happily re- 
Ilie ve. nt hx from: thoſe peignant Pains, but ao 


from ti cbllnate Bile, which had render d ſo violent a 
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booted as from the Camp, and deliver'd a Packet to the 
Marquis, which he haſtily open'd, and having ſeemed to 
cad to himſelf; I expect, Feanctta, ſaid he, aſſuming 
a pleatant Countenance, that you will congratulate me 
on the good News I have juſt received my Son 
is on the mending Hard, the Account we had of his 
Danger proved a Miſtake, and he had only a flight 
Wound in the Shoulder. Eb 

This Intelligence, which I then little ſuſpected was no 
more than a Stratagem contrived, to rectiſy the Diſor- 
ders of my Mind, was of fuch Efficacy, that in a few 
Days after I began to look once more like one, who 
might be tanlc'd among the number of the Living. 

Being now judged to be palt all Danger of a Relapſe, 
made my Acknowledgments to Heaven, and to the 
Marquis for the uncommon Tenderneſs he had ſhewn 
to me he ſeemed tranſported at the good Succels 
of his Scheme, and continued to feed me fill with the 
fluttering. Hopes of his Son's Recovery, and that he 
would ſooa be on the Road to Paris. Nay, went 
ſo far as to forge Letters in his Name, which he read 
to me, that I might be perfectly caſy on that Article; 
and did all this, without ſec ming to penetrate how great 
an Intereſt I took in it; Lit as though his own Satizfacs 
tion would not ſuffer him to keep it a Secret. 

This pleaſing Deluſion continued, till I was fo well as 
to be able to walk about my Rooms, and the Father of 
my Lover having then Buſineſs, which call'd him to 
V+rſailles, took his lcave of me; but not without leay- 
ing a Servant at Paris, who was to carry him an Acs 
count of my Hea'th every Day til! his Return. 

I gathered Strength very faſt, fill debghing myſelf 
that the Marquis would be ſoon at Paris, and imagiuing 
that when he ſhould come to hear the Truth of my Be- 


* 


haviour, he would not thin's me unworthy the Jender- 


derneſs, he once had honourcd me with. Never did it. 
once enter into my Head, that his Father had 
deceived me, till I received by the Paſt a Letter 
from the Count De Saint F.; I broke the Seal with a 


pleaſing Im patience, expecting a Confirmation of what I * 


I 3 moſt 
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5 moit wiſh'd on Earth; but how great was my Diſap- 
pointment, when I read in it theſe Lines. 


1 To the moſt beautiful Jeanetta. 

| 

3 | N Compliance with the ſelemn Promiſe you exadted 
I | from me at my Departure, 1 now give you a little 
. HAαον int ad of a Letter, in eubich you wv ill find much 
qt 4 lament, and much to rejoice 8 not, there- 
4 forty tre firfi Part overwhelm you fo far, as to render 
i 10 e ie * of pr oceeding to that wh ich a afford vol 


Cenſalation; if I hear it does, you muſt expect 1 fall 
ws, not herea * treat you with the ſame Sincerity. 

als laſt acquainted you, lively Jeanetta, that my Couſin had 
cttain'a the Command of a Detachment, and that I afpre- 
„ pended from the Account I heard of him on my Arrival at 
of the Campihat bis Melanchily might hurry him too fuar.— 
1 My Fears, alas] were but tos aue gr ounded. Courage, 
3% doubly ixvizorated ö Deſpair, put bim upon attacking a 
| Convoy, eſcorted by more than treble his Nænber; and be- 
fede that {ill into an Ambuſcede, and without what is in 
| car Dafs eſleem d a Miracle, a faithful Servant, uu. 
* hade icitably periſ d it was ta Dubois his Vale! 
0 do Chamber that be owed his Life. He ſaw him 
. a all, ard tr anſport: d ty bis Zeal and Affection flew amia/} 
bi the r 2 660 of tve Enemies, ard caught bis Ueeding Lord 
1 wpon bis Back, and bore him, in all Appearance dead, to 


| the Camp : This Bebaviour of bis ſeem'd {© new, that it 
ö aftoni/2'd both Parties, and for a while occaſioned a Ce, 
| ſation cf Deſtruftion all admired, and none at- 
tempted ts render fruitleſs an Actin which appeared /+ 
brave. 
„ The Marguis had all this Time no fin of Life, but on 
: the Surgerrs fearching his Wounds they were found nit 
: mortal, and that his greateſl Danger was his loſs of Bleod. 
þ er make eu eaſy, charming Jeanetta, he is 100 
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Tavo Days after this melancholy ore, the Armies fought 

a pitch'd Battle; aue avere the Viftors, but J ens made 
a Priſoner, and flill continue ſo; the loſs of my Liberty, 
is an inexpreſſible Misfortune ta me, as it deprives me of 
the Pleaſure of fering you fa ſoon as ] extecied, ard of 
doing you what little Services are in my Peoxver. | 

I ſend you here encliſed a Letter, acbich the Marguis 
had begun to write to me befire the Aion, and finiſhed 
after he wwas <vounded ; it will ſerve te convince you, be 
ts not fo ungrateſul as you imazin'd, nor in / much Dau- 
ger as you, perbaps, apprehend. I fincerely wif, 


whatever becomes of me, his Lowe and Life may one Day 


make you perfectly bl: 8 A what I Jay on tris 
Account, has no le Sinceri ty in it Han tie reft, I knexw 
ven are tos juſt and gentrous fo refuſe me the Conti! u,μj,Z 
2 ou Friend CPs and in that char ming # e, J am en- 
led to * all the Tryals a Lover can be put to. 

7 you think ary thing I Lade done xvorthy of A Return. 
it mut be in gene me as ſpeedy Int llizence as you car, 
that you are well, 
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I know bim to be the mo artful Man cn F S - 
rot conceive, hx WE VEr, ao bat Mus. 4299 [out i indicea tim t9 
% Jem be with you —Perbeps, your Brant and your Vie 
may have made him a 95 anvert, as they did me; thanzb I 
would nt evi/h them to have altrrether Ire fame E on 


him, becauſe I fear he <voald net be fo fm. — In 


all the Letters he has aurote to me, he has never 2nee men- 

tiav'd you ; I follow his Exanple, for what I have due 
i that Afair will not bear cl:arin; up t him, at leaft 
qa s yet. 

1 am ww3ll treated by my Conquerors, and till as Ex- 
change of Priſoners is made. that I am happy enough to 
recerve your Dar Command's in Per for, ſhould gert my- 
ſelf overpaid by a Line, for all 1 either ha ve, or can db, 


or faffer. All I am, or ever can be, being entirely de- 


ted to the charming Jeanetta; but I gvill del y no 
longer the Satiefa&ion you may find in reading the en- 
I 4 ſed, 


1 /L ould all, be glad to hear if 
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che, auhich to give you, affords no ſmall Share of to 


him, a b0 is 


With a Sincerity and Tenderneſ;, 
great as the Charms cubich inſpired them, 


» 
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Au adorable Jeanetta, 
From Maundim, Yeur Saithfully devoted 
De Saint Fal. 
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Wada. 
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Though from the NMement I perceiv'd there was a 
. Lancer trom the Marquis, I had, indeed, an inexpreſ- 
| ible Impatience to fee what it contain'd ; yet I would 
rot be guilty of ſo much Ingratitude to this generous 
Friend, as not to go through his Letter firſt. 
"Tis true there were no Witneſſes of what 1 did on 


1 this Score; but I had a judge in my own Breaſt, 
ii which would never ſuffer me to do that thing in pri- 
1 vate, which if known would Rand in need of an Ex- 
= — cuſe. But now, having ſatisfied the Demands of Friend- 


ſhip ; Love might be without a Bluſh obeyed, and [ 


examined my dear Marquis's Letter to Saint Fal. The 
Contents were as follows. 


To Monſieur the Count De Saint Ful. 


11 Paris, my dear Couſin, quite ſrantic with Rage, 
and I am now running into an Engagement, where 
my Deſpair mere than my Honour calls me the 
Oc caſon of” theje Emotions is a Secret to all the World, 
but [hall not bt #2 fo you Jcanetta has de- 
tei ved my good Ofinten of her She is fall? 
Uncon/lant e vill nat perhaps believe thts, but 
imagine ſuch à Surmiſe cui the Effet of a tos ardent 
Paſſion, which it is certain always bordirs on Fea- 
4 ef what I tell you is fad She no 
Hanger loves me, L ut gies the Preference to the Duke 
OS his fuf or Q. wality, aud perhafts ſuperior 
| Aeris, 
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Merit, has ſwayed her Heart in his Favour, and 1 
am no more remembered by her this mad? me 
quit all that was dear to me this drove me 
to the Arm: this puſhes me on to ſeek an be, 
nourable Death, rather than preſerve a miſerable Life 
I Jay a miſerable Life, for what 15 capable 
of affording me any Satisfaction, when fhe, in whom 
[ had treaſured all my Hopes, has jo ungratefully be- 


timed me. In vain have I flrove to tear her 
Image from my Preaſt————thovgh ſhe its no longer wwor- 
thy, yet fhe ts lovely flill————the World has no langer 


any Charms for me, now foe ts bl. Feta! Pa, 
fion, that leaves no fete of Relic but in the Arms of 
Death. 

My Scouts inform me, that a Party of the Envy is but 
tao Leagues diſtant ———— I fl; to foes them: 
Farexwwel, dear Saint Fal, remember me, an be aſſured, 
that theugl it is ſomethings unnatural ta love one's Ri- 
val. yet you hade been always dear t9 me. 

If the new Lover of my fair fallen Angel ſeculd de- 
ceive her, I beg you will be her Comparter.———I/': 
2 know her Circumſtances, do not therefore forfaxe 

er, 


I would not give way to thoſe Emotions, which readin 
this cruel Accuſation raiſed in me, but paſs'd hattily gg 


to the other Part, which I found was in a different 
Hand. | 


My dear Friend, 


J Have been defeated, ofpreft by Numbers, «vas laid 

for dead, but am now revived and happy: this 
laſt Word may feema Paradox, after chat I have ſaid 
above; but I qwill explain it by telling y:4, that fizce my 


Misfortune, I have received a Letter from a Gentleman, 


cal”d Melicourt, aunich aſſures me, I an: Al! ll in 
the pure Afﬀetions of my dear ſeanetta: I it be tra, 
as be informs me, I can ſubmit to every ether hind of Ill. 
an clliged to the Pex of Dubois 4 fell ras 
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178 The Virtuous Villager ; or, 

this. I wvoul entruf! no other, and am unable 10 
make 2e of one M write to me ſoon, I beſeech 
yu, and l me know your Sentiments, on what fo much 
coxcerns my eternal Peace; for if what that unknown 
Friend affirms he has been Witneſs of be real, I Gall 
content myſelf wwith the loſs of an Eye, which is in ſome 
Danger, jo I have the cther left, to behold the dear 
Objet of my Paſſion, and admire her Charms. 
i me, I corjure you by all our Friendſhip, in making 
my Peace ac i#th her, urleſs you think my late Behaviour 
ha: render'd me unworthy of it if ſo I ould have, 
indeed, no more do wvith Life ; but J hope better beth 
from her and you. I am ſenfible this is putting your 
Frienaſhip to the ſevereff Tryal ; ; but 1 know to av o 
1 ſpeak, and that's enough. 


Tours, 
With the utmoſt Sincerity, 


eee eee 


What Tears of mingled Grief and Tenderneſs did not 
this Letter colt me! again and again did I read over 
theſe Marks of his Affection what would I not 
have given that Iniiant to have been preſent with him? 
Ah! cryed I, why will not Decency permit: me 
to take a Polt-Chaiſe and fly to the Camp, and con- 
vince him that I think none but his dear Self worthy 
of my Love, and capable of making me happy ? 

Atter a long time ſpent in the moſt endearing Re- 
Rections, I began to thank on Melicourt's Behaviour 
Bis taking the Trouble of writing in the Juſtification of 
my Innocence, without my deſiring that Favour of him, 
or even without his mentioning to me that he would do 
io, was an Action appeared fo truly generous ard ſo 
nable, that it deſerved my utmoſt Acknowledgments, 
I concluded, chat a Perſon who could confer a Be- 
neſit for the ſole Pleaſure of doing it, had a Soul who 
Would think nothing too great a Trouble that Friend- 
ſhip demanded, and made me reſolve to entreat him to 


take 
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take a Journey to the Camp, in order to perſect the 


good Work he bad begun, and aſſure my dear Mar- 


uis, that I was not unworthy of the Affection with 
which he honoured me. 

Having determin'd on this Project, I wrote immedi- 
ately to M-/icourt, and ſeat my Letter by an expreſs Mel 
ſenger ; I did not in the leaſt doubt but on the Rece 
tion, he would come to Paris, having had ſuch a Proof 
of his Inclination to ſerve me. Eſpecially, as I had 
heard his own Affairs would not be decided in fix 
Weeks ; the Nancio having been obliged to write again 
to Rome concerning ſome new Difficulties ſtarted by the 
Parents of Saint Anec, and, therefore, he would have 
Time much more than ſufficient to go where I re- 
quired. 

This worthy Huſband of my dear Saint Aones no 
ſooner came to Paris, than I made him ſenſible how 
kind I took what he had done for me; and then acquain - 
ted him with the News I had received from the Army; 
I expatiated ſo much on the Concern I was in, to have 
a full Account of the Marquis's Condition, that he per- 
ceiving what I aim'd at, was fo far from raifing any 
Objections, prevented my making the Requeſt I was 
preparing for, by offering to go; ſay ing at the ſame time 
that I could not confer a greater Obligation on him, 
than to give him this Opportunity of becoming ac- 
quainted with a Nobleman, for whom he had io great 
Reſpect, as the Marquis De L—— 

How greatly does the manner of conferringa Favour, 
add to the Value of it they have no generous Souls 
who wait to be afted, before they grant what they 
know is wanted.— I was charmed with the Good-natme 
and Politeneſs of Aſcliccurt, and immediately wrote a 
A I and gave him Directions how to manage the 
Aſtair. 6 

We ſupp'd together, and during the little Repaſt, all 
our Diſcourſe was on his intended Journey. chief- 
ly infilted on his not delivering my Letter to the Mar- 
quis, till there was no Danger that the Surprize of hearing; 
from me would affect his Health; and that he would 
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without concealing or diſguiſing any thing, fend me 
Word in what Cundition he found my Lover, and in 
what manner he received my Letter. Fvery thing 
being tius concluded on, he ſent his Servant to order 
Foſt-Horſes to be ready for his ſetting oat next Morning 
by Break of Day. 

All this being ſettled, and Melicourt on the Road, made 
me much eaſter than 1 had been for ſome time, and 
tnough I tal flill enough to trouble me on the old Mar- 
quis's Account, the exceſſive Tenderneis and Concern he 
itewed for me in my late Indifpciition, but too much 
confirming the Conjectures I before had of his being 
enamour'd with me ; yet did the charming Thoughts cf 
being reconciled to his Son engrols all my Attention. 
I had no leiſure for any other Hopes or Fears; 
when one is truly in love every thing centers there, 
and whatever one ſays, or does, or thinks, is dictated 
by that alone. 

cannot preſent the Reader with the Letter I ſent by 
Mclicourt, the Marquis by ſome Accident has loſt it, 
and 1 remember only that it contain'd all the endearing 
Expieſhions a Soul overflowing with Love and Ten- 
derneſs could ſuggeſt, without any Expoſtulations on the 
Injuſtice of his Suſpicion: the Condition he was 1n 
took off all Reſentment, and I laboured only to make 
him perfectly content. 

Two Days after the Departure of Meliceart, it being 
tie Fellixal of our Bleſſed Lady, and finding myſelf 
well enough to go abroad, I went to Church to return 
Thanks for my Recovery, and offer up Prayers for that 
of the Marquis. It was to Nats I went, but hear- 
ing there would be a Sermon in the Afternoon, I order'd 
Dinner more early than was my Cuſtom, and returned 
ia the Afternoon not to loſe a Diſcourſe, which 1 was 
told, tacre was great Expectations of being extremely 
c.egant. 

The Character I had heard was juſt: A Capuchin 
preached with fo much Energy, Learning and Eloquence, 
that the whole Congregation ſeemed affected with it there 
was ncthing in his Diſcourſe that had a Tincture of the 

f Pedant, 
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Pedant, and what he ſaid had more the Air of a Gen- 
teman, recommending Motality'to the World, than the 
ſaperſtitious Cant of fome of our illiterate Prieſts. 

The great Admiration I had of his preaching, made 
me look very much upon him, and the more I did ſo, 
the more I fancied I had ſeen him before, tho“ in what 
Place, or on what Occaſion I could not preſently re- 
collect. I know not how he came to caſt his Eyes to- 
wards me, but he had ſcarce looked upon me, when his 
Speech began to faulter, he turned pale, and tho' he 
ſeemed ſtriving to repel ſome inward Emotions which at 
that Inſtant ſeized him, his Endeavours were in vain, and 
he fainted away. 

Every Body was ſurprized and frighted, and many in- 
quiſitive Whiſpers flew about the Church: one who fat 
by me, gave a ſmelling Bottle to a Perſon that was aſſiſting 
the Capcuhin, and ſeeming to know him, was aſked by 
another who he was; to which he anſwered, that he was 
the only Son of a Nobleman, who having an extra- 
ordinary Vocation had quitted a great Title and 
Eſtate to paſs his Days in a Convent, and then told the 
Name of his Family. I was very near falling into the 
ſame Condition with the ſubject of this Diſcourſe, when 
I heard it was no other than the Chevalier D'Ebiexx, 
Heaven, however, was pleaſed to give me Strength 
to ſullain ſo great a Surprize ; but fearing it might yet 
have an Effect upon me, I took the Opportunity, while 
all were buſy about him to go out of the Church without 
being obſerved. 

When I came home I could not help reſlecting on 
the Oddneſs of my Deſtiny, which would not Puffer 
ſcarce a Day to pats over my Head without bringing on 
ſome extraordinary Incident or other; but this was not 
all, more and greater Matter of Speculation befel me 
before I ſlept. | | | 

In the Evening, Fer/an, the old Marquis's Gentle- 
man, made me a Viſit, and as he has ſome ſhare in the 
Accident of my Life, I believe it will not be improper 
to give a ſlight Sketch of his Character. 

He 
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He had been always bred in high Life, without the 
Means of ſupporting himſelf according to his Birth, ſo 
was obliged to be a Dependant on others ; to gain the 
Confidence of whom he ſeemed ever complying to the 
Humour of thoſe he had a Deſign upon. In a 
Word he was an artful, inſinuating Man, and had fo 
much the Appearance of Sincerity, that wherever he 
attempted to pleaſe he ſurely did ſo. As penetrating as 
was the old Marquis De L V. „and cer- 
tainly no Man was more, he ſuffered himſelf to be deceived 
in the Temper of this Servant; he made him his Confi- 
dante in moſt Things, not excepting the Tenderneſs he 
had for me, and the other to pleaſe him, was perpetually 
flattering him with an Aſſurance of obtaining me; but 
the end of theſe Memoirs will ſhew whither in this he 
fathomed the Bottom of his Lord's Intentions. 

He imagined me of ſo mild and eaſy a Temper that 
he ſhould be able to bring me to any Thing, fo willing- 
ly undertook the Commiſſion of waiting on me, and 
fathoming my Thoughts concerning the Paſſion his Lord 
had for me, which he ſuppoſed was arrived at that 
Height, that he would ſpare nothing for the Gratification 
of it. 

He began with praiſing my Beauty to a degree of 
Fulſomeneſs, than proceeded to tell me the Effect it had 
on a Nobleman of the firſt Rank in the Kingdom, and 
added, that I ought not to refuſe the Addreſſes of a 
Perſon ſuch as the old Marquis de L V 

I doubt not but he would have had the Inſolence even 
to propole Terms for my Compliance; had 1 not 
anſwered his firſt Attacks in a manner which ſhew'd | 
did not approve of any ſuch Diſcourſes, and on his dil- 
cloſeing his Errand, bid him quit my Apartment, and 
preſume to come into it no more, unleſs it were to alk 
my Pardon for the Affront he had put upon me. 

Any Man but himſelf would have delifted a Proſecu- 
tion which promiſed ſo little Succeſs; but imagin.ng 
the Continuance of his Lord's Favour, depended upon 
his Skill in this Buſineſs, he had the Boldneſs to come 
again the next Day, and provoked me fo far by his 

| Solicitations 
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Solicitations that I loſt all Patience, and told him with 
an Air, which nothing but the Occaſion could excuſe the 
Pride of, that if he ever dared to approach me any 
more with ſuch fawcy Offers, I would find ſome way 
to make him repent it. 

In this Inſtance now did I find the Misfortune of the 
Meanneſs of my Birth this vile Negotiator, ſo 
far from being daunted at what I ſaid, told me with 
a ſcornful Smile that 1 forgot myſelf ——2©PD—and that 
ſure I did not learn theſe Airs of Quality in the Village 
of D ; to theſe Taunts he added Menaces, that 


he ſhould find means to diſappoint all the chime- 


real Ideas I had formed that he would enquire 
into my Behaviour, which he did not doubt but would 
give the lye to all my Affectation of Virtue, and that 
he would not fail to repreſent me in my proper Colours. 
Having thus vented the Rancour of his Soul, he leſt me 
to meditate on what he had ſaid. 

T cannot ſay but I was weak enough to be ſtung with 
theſe Reflections, and ſhed ſome few Tears; but they 
ſoon paſſed of, and my Innocence made me perſectly 
eaſy. I forſaw indeed that his Endeavours would not be 
wanting to ruin me in the good Opinion of his Lord, 
therefore without being ill-natured, I thought I mighe 
do my beſt to circumvent him in any Plot he 
might be capable of forming againſt me, by reſenting 
in a proper Manner, the firſt Time I ſaw the old Mar- 
quis, the Uſage he had given me. 

I was too much confuſed to be able to do thing this 
Day, but the firſt Employment, after my Devotions, 
that I took in Hand the next Day, was to write an 
Account to Monſieur de Saint Fa of the Treatment I 
had received from For/an ; I acquainted him alſo with 
my Deſign of getting him removed, in caſe the old 
Marquis did not ſuffer himſelf to be prejudiced againſt 
me, by his vile Offices. But I did not once mention 
the young Marquis, having wrote ſo fully to himſelf by 
Monfieur Me/icourt all I had to ſay. 

I had juſt concluded, when the old Marquis came into 
my Room; the Surprize of ſeeing him at a Time when I ſo 
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little expected him, put me into ſuch a hurry of Spirits, 
that I could ſcarce riſe from my Seat to receive him. 
You are writing to my Son, I perceive, Feanetta, ſaid 
he, ſnatching at the Letter, which I was haſtily con- 
veying into a Drawer. I find, continued he, by your 
Endeavours to hide it from me, you have no Inclination 
to make me your Confident in what paſles between you. 

I could eaſily convince your Lordſhip to the contrary, 
anſwered I, by ſhewing you to whom, and on 
what Occaſion I have been writing; but to what 
Purpoſe would it be for me to undeceive you in one 
Point, when it's probable your Gentleman may have 
inſinuated things againſt me, in which, tho' equally in- 
nocent, I could not fo eafily clear myſelf. as 
I perceived the Marquis appeared a little ſurprized at 
theſe Words, I took the Liberty to continue ; the man- 
ner, ſaid I, in which you have been pleaſed to treat me 
by Monſieur Forſan, ſhews you have little Inclination 
to entertain favourable Thoughts of me. 

Don't let us cor.found one thing with another, re- 
plied the Marquis, who for all his Subtilty was a little 
out of Countenance, I commanded Forſaus indeed to wait 
on you with an Offer of my Heart——— this was the 
Extent of his Orders, and if he has gone farther ſhall 
reſent i- have it's certain received ſome Intelli- 
gence, no way to your Advantage; but my Intentions 
were to diſcourſe you in a friendly Manner on that Head, 
and gave him no Commiſſion to mention it to you 
but all this is foreign to the Letter you hide from mt ; 
if you ſatisfy me in that Poiat, it will lay me under an 
Obligation to do as much in my turn few Women 
are without Admirers, and Charms, ſuch as yours, can- 
not fail of attracting a great Number that all 
the hazard you run in ſhewing me your Letter is, en- 
truſting me with the Secret who is the happy Man : 
but I affure, you, and will bind myſelf by an Oath never 
to divulge it ; and to make you readier to grant what I 

aeſt in this Particular, will own to yon, that I had 
much rather it were any other Man, than my Son, 
whom I would ceaſe to acknowledge as ſuch, if I found 
he had diſobeyed my Commands. Thi 


», 
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This is too cruel my Lord, cried I, burſting into a 
a "Torrent of Tears, and what I could never have expected, 
nor deſerve . — But you ſhall be convinced I am 
not of the Diſpoſition you would ſeem to intimate. 
Mean as I am, I know what Honour, Virtue and 
Decency demand from me, and have never even in 
Thought deviated from their ſtricteſt Precepts nor 
by the Aſſiſtance of Heaven ever will Here, my 
Lord, continued I, preſenting him with my Letter, this 
may convince you of the Intrigues I carry on 
know my Complaiſance involves your Nephew 
but he will pardon me, my Character, which is infinitely 
dearer to me than my Life, is at ſtake———if to be 
ſenſible of Inſults and outrageous Behaviour be a Crime, 
I conieſs myſelf guilty. With theſe Words I went 
into my Cloſet and gave a looſe to my Grief | 

I know not whither the Impatience the Marquis was 
in, to ſatisfy his Curicſhty, gave him leave to take any 
Notice of what I ſaid; for he had no ſooner laid hold 
on the Letter, than he began to read it, and I ſuppoſe 
with ſo much Attention that he well weigh'd every 
Word, for he was a great while in this Employment. 

This Girl's Conduct is reaſonable enough, ſaid he to 
iimielf, not reflecting he was overheare——-<ſhe may 
be aſperſed, and I impoſed on, but if I find I am ſo 
then he ſRopp'd, and read again, after which 
ſhe did not expect my coming, ſaid he, and it's plain 
had no Deſign I ſhould fee this Letter there ſeems 
to be no Guile on her Part. but I muſt, and will 
fathom the bottom of this Affair. 

All theſe Soliloquies I plainly heard, and have fince 
{ound that People in Years are very apt to talk in this 
Manner to themſelves; I conceived great hopes however 
from what he ſaid, and from that Moment began to 
| flatter myſelf with the Belief I ſhould have no Dithculty 
in clearing up whatever was alledged againſt me. 

The Marquis having finiſhed his Examination. of the 
Letter, came into my Cloſet, and found me overwhelmed 
in_'Tears there is your Epiſtle, beautiful Feanetta, ; 


kid he, returning it to me II aſk pardon for 
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having exacted ſuch a Compliance for me but 1 
had my Reaſons Time wil convince you they 
were not for your Prejudice lry up your Tears I 
conjure you, if the Suſpicions I haye been made to con- 
ceive of you are without Foundation, I will not leave 
your Apartment till you have ample Satisfaction for the 
injury I acknowledge to you, Jeanetta, that you 
are very dear to me, and it was my Affection which 
gave me fo ſenſible a Concern for what I have heard in 
relation to your Condus Lam informed that you 
have a ſecret Lover, who poſlefles all the Favours in 
your Power to beſtow at all the Pretences you 
make to Virtue, are but Diſguiſes for your Paſhon—— 
that in ſpite of your Fondneſs for this unknown Perſon, 
your aim is to make your Fortune by Xlarringe, and 
that my Son is the Man you hope to enſnate lor that 
Purpoſe. That your Afﬀectation of Virtue is only a 


Bait laid for him, and that you imagine the Paſſion he 


is poſlett of for you, will bring about your Aim at his 
Return, if Heaver ſhall preſerve his Lite. Nov, 
lovely Zeanetta, continued he, in all theſe idle Stories, 
ſuppoſing them to be ſuch, there are yet ſome Truth 
I know my Son adores you I know alſo you 


make him a very tender Return, at leaſt appear to do 


ſo; his Misfortune of being wounded, and the Condition 
the News of it reduced you to make me apt to think you 
are ſincere in your Proſeſſions to him and yet what 
I have been told perplexes me————you bel: can un- 
ravel the Affair, and tell me whether I am impoſed 
upon or not, 

I muſt confeſs that while the Marquis was tallzing ta 
me in this Manner, I forgot my Birth, and the va! 
Diſparity between us, and full of the Pride of contcious 
Innocence, was eager to reply before he had half con- 
cluded what he had to ſay. | 

My Lord, replied I, looking on him with Eyes 
which I believe informed him of my Thoughts betore 
my Tongue could utter them, I am more ſurprized than 
angry at ſuch baſe Calumnies thrown upon me——T1 


thank all gracious Providence, who has given err 
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Mind diſdainful of all baſe Actions, and that my Conduct 
baffles all Occaſions of this Sort were I really 
guilty of giving way to any looſe Attacks, my Anſwer 
would be very ſhort; I ſhould tell your Lordſhip in three 
Words, that I was not accountable to you for my 
Actions, becauſe then I ſhould have F be who would 
defend me from any Proſecution of yours ; but as I am, 
unfriended only by my own Innocence, and the Charms 
it has had for my moſt honourable Protector your 
Nephew, Jam bound to clear myſelf to your Lordſhip, 
from whoſe hitherto good Opinion I have received ſuch 
Favours, | 

As to the laſt Particular your Lordſhip mentioned, 


and in which you doubtleſs have moſt right to be con- 


cerned, I ſet too great a value on Truth to deny J have 
been beloved by your Son, and that he is dear, and will 
ever be ſo to me: This you may think a Crime, I am 
ſure it is a Misfortune, and the Source cf all I have ſuffered 
without that unhappy Paſſion my Life had 
guided on in filent and peaceſul Obſcurit but 
yet, my Lord, I was ever far from expecting the 
Honour you mention as my due I am not ſo 
partial to the few Merits I am Miltreſs of, nor can 
lo far forget my native Mleanneſe tho? at the ſame: 
Time, permit me to aſſure you no other Pretenſions 
couſd ever have made an Impreſſion on me. ſ 
| faid no mere, expecting the Marquis would have 
replied, but as he did not, and ſeemed very penſive, and 
as it were wavering in his Thoughts you ſti 
ſuſpect my Veracity, my Lord, reſumed I, or are per- 
haps offended at the Truth J have been bold enough 
to utter ; but I know how to clear myſelf from all the 
foul Aſperſions thrown upon me, and at the ſame. 
Time to eaſe you of all the Apprehenſions you have on 
the Score of my Tenderneſs for your Son beſore 
to-morrow Night, I will take a Step which ſhall force 
you to acknowledge, I deſerved more of your Compaſſion 
than Contempt or Anger, and gave your | ordſhip no 
Juit occafion to treat me in ſo cruel a manner by 
Monfieur For/ax. | 
The 
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The Marquis at theſe Words ſeemed rouzed from the 
Reſvery he had been in, and drawing his Chair near 
mine, took hold of my Hand, and looking on me with 
more Tenderneſs than he had done before, let us, beauti- 
ful Teanetta, ſaid he, be reconciled: ————t have 
more than you imagine pleads for you in my Heart 
you are reitored to my Eſteem and Friendſhip ; and I 
= periuaded you neither are, nor will be undeſer ving 

it. 

No, my Lord, reſumed I, with a Reſolution which 
I knew not if it might not be thought too preſuming for 
one of my Rank to one of his, but as I have already aid, 
Virtue is allowed ſome Pride, your Friendſhip is as 


| fickle and uncertain as your Prejudice: I have a right to 


think ſo from your eaſy Credulity againſt my Innocence, 
and after the "Treatment I have received already, what 
may 1 not e pet there is no Refuge for wounded 

Fame, but a Convent——there will I ſeclude my- 
ſelf from the baſe World, and never more be in the 
Power of ſuch a Wretch as Foran to traduce me. 

It muſt not be, cried the old Marquis, interrupting me, 
Pl] never permit ſuch a Reſolution to take Place; 
J have Reaſons to oppoſe it, which you cannot yet con- 
ceive. I deſire not, my Lord, returned I with the 
ſame Tone I had ſpoke before, to dive into your Lord- 
ſhip's Secrets, but I know my own, ard that I am fo 
far the Miſtreſs of myſelf, as that nothing ſhall prevail 
upon me to alter my Determination, except on one 
Condition. 

What Condition, cried the Marquis impatiently ? 
it is my Lord, anſwered I, that you will oblige the 
Author of theſe Calumnies to reveal before my Face 
the Motives which induced him to load me with them, 
and if I have any ſecret Enemies to diſcloſe and give 
them up; for it mult be that either he has been told 
theſe Stories, or invented them himſelf, and I deute 
to be convinced as well as cleared. | 

The Marquis ſeemed pertefily alarmed at my 
Thoughts of Retiring, and immediately complied 
with my Requeſt ; he ſent a Servant to order Monſieur 

| For jan 
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For/an to come to him, and in the mean Time omitted 
nothing that might aſſure me I ſhould never more have 
Reaſon to be diſſatisfied with his Behaviour, provided I 
would not entertain any Deſign of concealing myſelf 
{rom him. 

Ferſan obeyed the Summons, and the Marquis gave 
me tile Satisfaction of reprimanding him ſor the igjurious 
Treatment he had given me; during which the ill- natur- 
ed Man gave me Looks full of Envy, and when his 
Lord had dene ſpeaking, whifpered ſomewhat in his 
Far, I ſuppoſe by way ot Excuſe ; but whatever it was, 
the Marquis took no Notice of it, and infiſted on his 
naming the Authors cf thoſe Reports he had brought 
of my Behaviour For/an turned pale at this Com- 
mand, and fain would have evaded it, ſaying it would 
be cruel to betray Perſons, who out of Friendſhip to him 
had given him the Intelligence? At which the Marquis 
appeared highly incenſed, and looking on him with 
Eyes, that ſparkled with Indignation, theſe Reaſons are 
deteſtable, cried he, an Accuſation not ſupported by 
Proofs, argues the Accuſer the greateſt Criminal ; and 
begin to believe you had ſome very unwarrantable 
Views in prejudicing me againſt this young Lady. 
F:r/an with many Imprecations declared what he had 
laid was not occaſioned by any ill Will to me, and 


only repeated by him in Duty to his Lord, that he 
' might not be deceived by falſe Ap 
0 Let me then know from whom you had theſe Inſor- 
il mations, faid the Marquis fiercely have you leſs 
1C Reſpect for me than for thoſe you ſeem afraid to name? 

Forfan, terriſed at theſe Words, and finding Evaſions, 

2 would no longer be of any Service to him, confeſſed at 
he laſt ; that what be had heard was from a Lady of his Ac- 
ce 


quaintance, called Madamoilelle Tria, who had latel 
My lodged in the ſame Houle with me, aud was Miſtreſs of 
my Secrets. 

When 1 heard che Name of Junia, I no longer was 
\uvrprized at the malicious Calpmnies thrown upon me 
Women cf her Character never forget an Aﬀegont z and 
a the could not in reality bring me to be like herſelf, 
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took at leaſt a Pleaſure in making me be thought ſo. T 
ve the Marquis an exact Account of all that paſled 
tween us, and had given riſe to the Malice ſhe diſ- 

covered on my Account, and then begged of him, that 

the might be ſent for, that we might confront each other, 
being determined to have my Innocence made fully 
appear. 

The Marquis ſeemed to think this Requeſt entirely 
needleſs, and aſſured me he was perfectly ſatisfied, 
but all the little Paſſion I had in me being now worked 
up to the higheſt Pitch it could be, I intifted fo vehe- 
mently on it, that Forſan was ordered to go and conduct 
her to my Apartment. He ſeemed ready enough to do 
as he was commanded, and was going out of the Room, 
doubtleſs to prepare her for the Buſineſs ſhe was called 
upon to anſwer, when the Marquis called him back, 
No, faid he, you ſhall not quit my Preſence till we 
have heard what this Woman has to ſay: I will have 
one of my Pages carry a Meſſage as from me to her. 

The Page accordingly was ſent to her Lodging: 
For ſan being obliged to give Directions where ſhe lived, 
and as it was but 1n the next Street ſhe immediately came, 
and with as much Affurance as tho' ſhe never had been 
guilty of any thing againſt me. 

I I was about to open my Mouth to complain of her 

II- nature, when the Marquis put me back, and defired 

leave to diſcuſe this matter himſelf. I beg, Mada- 
moiſelle, faid he, that you will do me the Fs. 
vour to relate to me what paſſed between you and Forſar, 
with Relation to this Lady I do aſſure you that 
no ill uſe ſha!l be made of it; therefore mult inſiſt yo! 
will act with Sincerity. 
Funia had been formerly acquainted with the Mar 
uis, and knew very well that he was not a Man to be 
trifled with, fo freely confeſſed, that hearing Monſien 
For/an came frequently to viſit me, ſhe had imagined is 
was my Admirer, and had rallied him on chat Subjec 
telling him that ſhe was very certain he would have! 
Succeſs, for I had a Lover of a much ſuperior Ra 


The Marquis then aſked who that Lover was that! 
es 3 mes 
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meant. Yourſelf, my Lord, anſwer'd ſhe, in a 
Manner ———1I know your Lordſhip has no Averſion 
to precty Women, and that you both wrote to, and vi- 
ſited this Lady was no Secret; ſo I from thence con- 
cluded you were the happy Man. 

The Bluſhes with which my Face was cover'd at this 
Diſcourſe, ſpoke at once my Anger and Confuſion ; but 
J forbore giving any Interruption to it, in Reſpect to the 
Marquis, and Junia went on. 

For my Part, faid ſhe, I little thought this Conver- 
ſation would be called over again, nor had fo ill an 
Opinion of Monſieur For/ar, as to ſuſpect he would 
talk of ſuch idle Matters; he aſked me ſeveral Queſ- 
tions, indeed, concerning this Lady's Behaviour, in 
none of which I could inform him ; therefore, if he 
pretends to receive any Intelligence from, me, any more 
than the few unmeaning Words I have confeſs'd to your 
Lordſhip, he is a Villain, and mult have ſome Deſigns 
to which I am utterly a Stranger, 

Having ſpoke this, ſhe made a low Curteſy to the 
Marquis, and another to me, and quitted the Room ; 
as for For ſan, I believe, he would have given all he had 
got by the Favour of the Marquis, to have been that 
Moment an hundred Miles oft ne look'd ſo 
downcaſt and mortified, that in ſpite of the Injury he 
would have done me, I could not fcrbcar pitying him. The 
old Marquis ſeem'd to meaſure him with his Eyes from 
Head to Foot for ſome Minutes without ſpeaking; but 
it was eaſy to perceive, he was incenſed againſt him to 
a very great Degree. 

At laſt, Forſan, ſaid he, you have ſhewn yourſelf ut- 
terly unworthy, not only of my Protection, but alſo of 
all civil Society, and ought to be baniſh'd both 
you have abuſed the Confidence of your Lord and Pa- 

you have endeavoured to blacken the Cha- 

racter of an innocent Lady you are detected in all 
this ſhamefully detected; and cannot ſure add to 
your other Crimes, the Preſumption of flattering your- 
lelf, that I ſhall ever ſuffer vou to appear before me any 
more begone | 
| This 
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took at leaſt a Pleaſure in making me be thought ſo. T 
ve the Marquis an exact Account of all that paſled 
tween us, and had given riſe to the Malice ſhe diſ- 

covered on my Account, and then begged of him, that 

the might be ſent for, that we might confront each other, 
being determined to have my Innocence made fully 
appear. 

The Marquis ſeemed to think this Requeſt entirely 
needleſs, and aſſured me he was perfectly ſatisfied, 
but all the little Paſſion I had in me being now worked 
up to the higheſt Pitch it could be, I infiſted fo vehe- 
mently on it, that Foran was ordered to go and conduct 
her to my Apartment. He ſeemed ready enough to do 
as he was commanded, and was going out of the Room, 
doubtleſs to prepare her for the Buſineſs ſhe was called 
upon to anſwer, when the Marquis called him back. 
No, faid he, you ſhall not quit my Preſence till we 
have heard what this Woman has to ſay: I will have 
one of my Pages carry a Meflage as from me to her. 

The Page accordingly was ſent to her Lodgirgs 
For fan being obliged to give Directions where ſhe lixed, 
and as it was but in the next Street ſhe immediately came, 
and with as much Affurance as tho' ſhe never had been 
guilty of any thing againſt me. 

I was about to open my Mouth to complain of her 
II- nature, when the Marquis put me back, and defired 
leave to diſcuſe this matter himſelf I beg, Mada- 
moiſelle, faid he, that you will do me the Fa- 
vour to relate to me what paſſed between you and Forſar, 
with Relation to this Lady I do aſſure you that 
no ill uſe ſha!l be made of it; therefore muſt inſiſt you 
will a& with Sincerity. 

Funia had been formerly acquainted with the Mat— 
quis, and knew very well that he was not a Man to be 
' trifled with, ſo freely confeſſed, that hearing Monſieur 
For/an came frequently to viſit me, ſhe had imagined he 
was my Admirer, and had rallied him on chat Subject, 
telling him that ſhe was very certain he would have n0 
Succeis, for I had a Lover of a much ſuperior Rank. 
The Marquis then aſked who that Lover was that ie 
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I meant. Yourſelf, my Lord, anſwer'd ſhe, in a 
d Manner——1I know your Lordſhip has no Averſion 
p to precty Women, and that you both wrote to, and vi- 
i ſited this Lady was no Secret; ſo I from thence con- 
, cluded you were the happy Man. 
y The Bluſhes with which my Face was cover'd at this 
Diſcourſe, ſpoke at once my Anger and Confuſion ; but 
y I forbore giving any Interruption to it, in ReſpeR to the 
d, Marquis, and Junia went on. 
2d For my Part, faid ſhe, I little thought this Conver- 
e- ſation would be called over again, nor had ſo ill an 
& Opinion of Monſieur Fer/ar, as to ſuſpect he would 
do talk of ſuch idle Matters ; he aſked me ſeveral Queſ- 
m, tions, indeed, concerning this Lady's Behaviour, in 
ed none of which I could inform him; therefore, if he 
K. pretends to receive any Intelligence from, me, any more 
we than the few unmeaning Words I have confeſs'd to your 
ve Lordſhip, he is a Villain, and mult have ſome Deſigns 
to which I am utterly a Stranger. 
ng Having ſpoke this, ſhe made a low Curteſy to the 
ed, Marquis, and another to me, and quitted the Room ; 
ne, as for For ſan, I believe, he would have given all he had 
got by the Favour of the Marquis, to have been that 
Moment an hundred Miles oft: ne look'd ſo 


downcalt and mortified, that in ſpite of the Injury he 
would have done me, I could not fcrbcar pitying him. The 
old Marquis feem'd to meafure him with his Eyes from 
Head to Foot for ſome Minutes without ſpeaking z but 
it was eaſy to perceive, he was incenſed againſt him to 
a very great Degree. 
At laſt, For/ar, faid he, you have ſhewn yourſelf ut- 
terly unworthy, not only of my Protection, but alſo of 


ar- all civil Society, and ought to be baniſh'd both 
to be you have abuſed the Confidence of your Lord and Pa- 
ſieur tron you have endeavoured to blacken the Cha- 


d he racter of an innocent Lady you are detected in all 
ect, this ſhamefully detected; and cannot ſure add to 
ve no your other Crimes, the Preſumption of flattering your- 
dank lelt, that I ſhall ever ſuffer you to appear before me any 
at ſhe | more begone 
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This laſt Word was pronounced with ſo ſtern an Ac. 
cent, that the poor Gentleman retired in the moſt fear. 
ful and ſubmiſſive Manner. If I ſhould ſay I was na 
highly pleaſed with the Victory, I had gained over his 
Malice, I ſhould be guilty of an Untruth it is na- 
tural to rejoyce at ſurmounting Injuries, and of all others, 
thoſe on our Reputation are moſt ſenſibly felt; yet now 
my Innocence was clear'd, I was ſorry for the Piſgrace 
of the Calumniator, and interceeded very fincerely witn 
the Marquis for his Pardon. No, Fearerta, ſaid the 
Marquis, I may be deceived once, but will never be fo 
a ſecond time by the ſame Perſon. 

When the Emotions which this Afftir had occaſion'd 
were a little over, the Marquis defired me in the mo!t 
obliging Manner, to forget the Diſquiets he had occa- 
fion'd me, and as he had Buſineſs of the utmoſt Im- 
portance, which call'd him from me at that time, begg'd [ 
would allow him the Favour of dining with me the next 
Day he added, that he would one Day make me 
ample Compenſation for every thing, and ſaid ſo many 
complaiſant and reſpectſul things, that I was highly ſa- 
eisfied with his Behaviour Alas ! I little thought 
of the Troubles in which he aſterwards involved me. 

The next Morning at Six, Barbara waked me to tell 
me that a Man about Thirty, very poorly dreſt, blind, 
and led by a Boy of about ſeven Years of Age deſired to 
ſpeak with me——good God, ſaid I, why did you di- 
fturb me, I know no ſuch Perſon in the World as you 
deſcribe ? But, fince it is ſo, go and ſee what he would 
have. 

Barbara went away and returned immediately in a 
kind of Extaſy ; well, Madam, faid ſhe, the blind Man 
was in the right to make me wake you———- he tell; 
me, he brings you the heft News you ever heard in your 
Life. News that will dry up the Tears you ſa 
long have been ſhedding———1 was fo rejoyced to 
hear him ſay this, that if it bad not been for Shame, I 
would have taken him about the Neck and kifled 


I 
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I could not forbear laughing at my Aunt's manner cf 
teſtifying the Ple iſure ſhe took in every thing that 
promiſed Satisfaction tom e; well then, {aid I, ſince he is 
the Meſſenger of good Tidings ſhew him up to me, I had 
no ſooner utter'd the Word than ſhe flew down Stairs, 
ard immediately the blind Man and his Boy appear'd. 
Go on, Child, faid he, as foon as he enter'd the 
Room, lead me to the dear Creature, that I may throw 
myſelf into her Arm [that I. may tell her how 
much I have ſuffered ſince I ſaw her Where 1s 
the ? Why does me not meet me - per- 
haps, Exceſs of Toy at my unhoped Return, has thrown 
her into a SwooR————eiſe why does ihe 1 peak 
is ſhe not here———— des ſhe not tee us? | 
Yes, indeed, Pappa, ſaid the Boy, ſhe tees us, but 
looks at us as if the did not know us. Hold yorr 
Tongue, replied the blind Nan, her Silence is the 
Effect of her Surprize and Joy; but guide me to her 
"tis I alone that can recover kev. the had al- 
ways a gentle Heart, and 'tis no Wonder that my fud- 


den Appearance, after being ſo long ſuppoted dead, has 


overwheim'd her. 

The Figure of this blind Man, his ſwinging his Arms 
2bout, as 'f ſecling for ſomething, and the Difcourſe he 
had to his Boy, 1 thought fo w dünnsten, that I could 
not help burſting into a Fit of Laughter. At which he 
ſeem'd very much offended, how is this, cryed he, does 
ſhe receive me with Contempt? Sure Child thou haſt 
miſtaken the Houle pray ſome body inform me, 
if theſe are not the Lodgings of Mademoite!le De Roches, 
o paſſes for the Widow ot an Officer! Yes, certain- 
Iv, ſaid my Aunt, and here is my Lady herſeif. Why 
then this unſcaſonable Mirth, reſumed he; Has 
ſie forgot me, or does ſhe not think me worthy of be- 
ing acknowledg'd for her Huſband, becaufe | have had 
the Misfortune of loſing my Eye-hght fince I faw her? 
Il could never have believ 2d a Wiſe for whom 
| have done ſo much, would ever have been ſo ungtate- 
ful but tis no Matter, Þ 1! endeavour to love 
her as little for the fature. ————Þ 1] ice the End ef i-, 
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however in the mean time I ſhall make no Cere- 
mon) wherever my Wife is there is my Home, 
mo here I ſhall! take up my Quarters. 

In ſpeaking theſe Words he groped out a Chair and 
ſat daun; the Boy crying all the while to me 
Mamma ! Mamma pray ſpeak to my Father 
you know how paſſionate he is, and ycu had 
better keep him in Humour. 

I thought there was ſomething ſo extraordinary in this 
Mzittake, tor I could think it no other, of finding my- 
ſelf claim'd as a Wife and a Mother, and my imagi— 
nary Huſband taking a formal Poſſeſſion of my Houte, 
that I cou'd not forbear continuing my Laughter to an 
immoderate Degree. Barbara, whom I had told 
I knew nothing either of the Man or his Boy, was as 
much diverted as my ſelf, which ſo provoked him, that 
he called us both a thouſand Names, attempted to ſtrike 
us with his Cane, and tan ped with his Feet like a gon 
diltraftec indeed, at jaſt I began to think he va 
really fo, and was angry with my! lei for having turned 
into a Jcit, \ what rajher delerved my Commiieration. 
To be rid, however, of the Impertinence, I bid 
Parbara take im by the Arm and lead him out; 
but the poor Creature ſuffered for going about to 
obey me: On her offering to moleſt him, he gave her 
ſu ch a Blow as was very near throwing her down ; vile 
Woman, ſaid he to me, are you not aſhamed to give 
this Reception to a Huſband, who took you from an 
infimous Courſe uf Life, and loved you more than he 
ought to have done; but 1 ſuppoſe you have taken up 
yuur old way of living, and Prefer that to Honeliy 
———— don't think, nevertheleſs, that you ſhall eſcape 
being mace an Example of, you ſhall find I have 
Friends that will take my Part. 

The Sericuſneſs with whi ch theſe Words were ſpoke, 
made me grow a little uneaſy, and beginning to think 
he was not mad, thought it beſt ro anſwer him in a 

roper Manner: I am very ſorry, Monkeur, ſaid I, 
for the I!i-Manrers I unwarily treated you with: Iaffure 
you it was WhO owing to my not being able to com. 


prehend 
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prehend your Diſcourſe your Miliake of claiming 
me for a Wife, I now perceive to be owing to tne 
Agreement between our Names; for I do aſſure you L 
am a perfect Stranger to you. O! pertidious 
Woman, cryed the blind Man, did I not take you 
from the molt wretched Condition in the World, and 
make you my Wife ? Have I not had ſeveral Child- 
ren by you, of which this is the Eldeſt, and the only 
living go, ungrateful Creature, I would ha n= 
more to do with you, I would abandon you to your ill 
Fate, if it was not for the Pleaſure of Revenge. 

Keep you Temper, Moniieur, replicd I, a little more 
haughtily, otherwiſe you'll oblige me to expoſe you, by 
lending for Aſliſtance to force you from my Lodgings. 
Was ever ſuch Impudence, interrupted he, do you think 
111 bear this ? no, follow if you will your wretched 
way of Life won't ſtir a Step to hinder yu; but 
allute yourſelf I ſhall ſtay here, and all the World ſhall 
not drive me out. Go, Child, added he, to the 
Boy, bid my Man bring up the Luggage, and then he 
ſhall order ſomewhat for us to eat, for this vile Woman, 
I ſuppoſe, will prepare nothing for us. 

I was ſo attoniſh'd and and perplex'd with all this, 
that I knew not what to ſay Barbara, no leſs 
confounded, cryed, what muit we do, Madam? And, 
iudeed, had any one come in, and ſeen me ſtand“ 
as I did like one ftupified, they would have imagin'd 
the Man had really ſpoke the Truth. 

His Commands were obey'd, and ſeveral Trunks and 
Boxes brought into my Dining-Room 2 Sc 
Servant, whoſe Whiſkers mad2 me tremble, preſented my 
pretended Huſband with a Night-Gown and Cap, aud , 
having undreſs'd his Maſter, and received his Orders in 
a Whiſper, laid the Cloth, but not finding the Key in 
the Buffet broke it open and took out what he wanted. 
behaving in every thing, as if he had been really at 
Home. x 

The Conſternation I was in, took from me the power 
of Speech, and I went into my Cloſet to m2ditate what 
was beſt to be done; Barbara, who followed me no leis 
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terrified than myſelt, adviſed me to call in the Neigh- 
bours and demand their Aſliſtance; but alas! the un- 
happy Circumſtances I was in, of having paſs'd for a 
] erion 1 was not, deterr'd me; I knew very well that to 
frove myſelf not the Wife of the blind Man, I mutt 
p1ove allo who I really was, and this was a Step 1 dare 
rot take witheut the Conſent of the Marquis; and as l 
pe Qed him that Day, I thovghe the moſt prudent 
6. 5 1 could do, was to wait with Patience till he came; 
wh:ct, indeed, was ſconer than | expected : for as I was 
ta cory with my Aunt, I heurd his Coach flop at the 
Door; | ſent my Aunt to acquaint him wath what had 
che o me, ard to beg he, would come into my 
Cloet, fer I dreaded to pals through the Room, Where 
tac biird Man ard his formidable S were eating, as 
| mult have dene, had: 1 gere to icceive him in my 
Dining-Rcem. 

Ile as much turprized at the Relation ſne mace him, 
but could not Le'p laughing at the Perplexity he found 


— 
— 


me in. I mult own, id ke, the Adventure has ſome- 

hat in it very particular; but certainly the poor 
ea de mad: fob 1 je in his Senſe ad be 
Nan m De mad; jo no ONE in is Senles cou 
guiny of ſuch an Extravagance; but, continued he, we 


"I go a „d try if wc can recover him 
Wia tne:ce Words he went into my Chamber, where 
my p ended Uuſband was {moakmg his Pipe: And 


ter telling Z Who be was, dellfed he would inform him 
on what Pictence he tools Poſlettion of a Lady's Lody- 
inge, whoſe Quality was not to he inſulted by any one. 
Jo which the blind Man anſwer'd, that he knew too 
we'l the Reſpect due to tie Marquis De . 
to cſer to centend with him; but at the ſame time 
bega'd leare to aiiire bim that I was his Wife; and 
had been married to h:rm many Years, however my 

Rfces might impole upon his Lordſhip to the con- 


15 was now my greateſt Bleſung. that the Marquis in 
Reality knew who * was, r had he not, the Aſſurance 
„th which this Iimpolture poke, and the Circumſtances 
he Ercught to prove, as ke. ſuppoted, what he averr'd, 

would 


old 
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would have made this od Nob'eman, penetrating as h2 
was, ſtagger in his Belief; for my own. Part had I been a 
Stranger, and hear. any thing related in tbe manner the 
b'ind Man did this Story, 1 ſhould have given it © 
his Side ; ſo careful ought we to be how we judge by 
Appearances.— 

The Blarquis now found I did not exaggerate the Im- 
* lence and Obſtinacy of this Invader of my Lo ging, 

1 HAVING likened to him with a great deal of ſeeming 
Parka he Rood for ſome \ſloment's conſidering on 
wat he heard; at lat, weil, Nonheur, ſaid he, the 
Arguments you have brought to convince me this Lady 33 
vour Wife, are ſuch as muſt be left to time to contute 
F ſhe be really ſuch, you doubtleſs can bring 
ſome Evidences beſide yonr own Aſſeveration to prove 
it; and if fo the Law mutt determine in your Favour ; 
till then be pleaſed to accept of an Apartment in my 
Houſe, for I think you cannot inf{it on living here, as 
ſhe diſclaims you for a Huſband. 

The ſeeming Softneſs which the Marquis treate 
him with, render'd him more audacious, and imagining 
doubtle's that there were ſome ſecret Reaſons ſor his nut 
openly eſpouſing my Cauſe; declared boldly that ny 
Ilan, be he ever of ſuch Rank, mould prevail on hint 
to quit his Home, ger ſuch that was which belong'd t» 
me In this, the Marquis appear'd more ſubm 
ſive ſtill, and to 53 him farther, cven condeſcen ed 
to entreat he would accept his Offer, which the cther 
perceiving, cry'd, no, no, my Lord, my Wie is young 
and handſome, and your Viſits here may occxfion ſom 
Diſcourſes not confident with my Honour; though I hav: 
had the Misfortune to looſe my Sight, am an Ofi-er m/ 
Lord, and have had the Glory to receive many Wouna- 
in the Service of my King and Country. an 
not, therefore, to be perſuaded to any thing that will 
occaſion a Blemiſh on my Characte- | folemnty 
proteſt that Woman 1; my Wife, though for ſome ſecret 
Reaſons ſhe thinls fit to difown me, au d h I Chi) 1 £2) 3 
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I perceived on the Marquis's Face a kind of malicious 
Smile atthe blind Man's Aſſurance, and turning to me 
laid in a low Voice, I now perceive this is not a Mt. 
ſake as you apprehended ; but conceals under it a De- 
fen which we ſhall ſoon diſcover then ſtepping 
to the Noor gave ſome Orders to one of his Servants, 
which I did not hear. On his Return he bid me be 
eaſy. for he would engage all would ſoon be over. 

He had ſome farther Diſcourſe with my would-be 
Fluſband ; but the more he aſtæcted to ſooth the Wretch, 
the more inſolent he grew; and nothing gave me a 
=_ Inſight into the tubtlety cf this Nobleman, 

z2n the Pat:ence with wich he endurcd his groſs Beha- 
2x 

Half an Hour had not paſs'd over before the Servant 
return 0 With a Commiſſary, to whom the Marquis re- 
lated the whole Affair, 2dr ng, that he would be bound 
ro make it :pp*ar that the blind Man had no Pre- 
tenſions to me, tor that he was my Godfather, and knew 
every Step of my Life, from my Birth, till that very 
Icur. 

5 The Confuſion of my unweicome Gueſts at hearing 
the! 


Marguis make this Declaration was ſuch, as is not 
to be expreſt; both the dreadiul Si and his Maſter, 
Wald row have been g'edly cutoff a Place they ſo lately 
Lag ed a ri: but to, it they could any way have made 
r Eicape ; but the Oltice rs who attended the Com- 
10 45 ry im medlately ſecured them; and on! y waited the 
Word of Command to carry thein to Priſon. Now, 
aid the Nlarqas, we fall make you, Monſieur De 
Neches as you Call yourſelf, prove by what right you 
leur tau Name, and when and where you were married 
to thie Lady. 
The Fellow trembled, and perceiving they were go- 
my ro lay hold on him, ſeil on his Knees and begg'd 


Mercy of the Marquls, proteiting that it was with no 
Intent to FC, much more to murder me, that he came 
15 Ry LC. 2 20125 5 5 W:.5 ne it by one who {nid 
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Who is that Perſon, faid the Marquis, if you are ſin- 
cere in your Conſeſſion, tis poſſible this Lady may have 
the Goodneſs to forgive you. The pretended blind 
Man now open'd his Eyes, and own'd that he was a De- 
pendant on Monſieur De Beaubaye, and that it was to 
oblige him and Mademoiſelle F unia, he had undertaken 
this Buſineſs 1cding,that they had given him In- 
{tructions how to behave, in Cale I ſhould have any 
Friend to take my Part, and that the Plot was wholly 
theirs, though he was employed in the Execation of 
It, | 


I was more amazed to hear ſuch Baſeneſs in one of 
my own Sex, if poſſible, than I had been at the Inſolence 
of this Inſtrument of her Malice; but when he men- 
tioned a Gentleman, as concern'd with her in this vile 
Stratagem, it ſtruck into my Head, that it was the ſame 
who had been diſappointed in his Deſigns upon me; and 
concluded that out of Revenge he had joined with 7 uria 
to give me this Diiquiet. [ communicated my 
Thoughts to the old Marquis, who agreed with me that 
nothing could be more probable ; and on our queſtioning 
the Criminal concerning the Complexion, Shape and 
Stature of his Maſter, his Deſcription agreed ſo exactly 
with the Perſon I had ſeen come down Stairs, the Night 
I had fo narrow an Eſcape, that I was confirmed in 
what I before believed. | 

Having obliged him to diſcover as much as he knew 
of the Affair, the Marquis told him, in Conſideration of 
his free Conſeſſion, and as what he had dene was net 
out of any Malice in himſelf, but in Obedience to a Per- 
ſon he depended on, Ie would not inſiſt on his ſufering 
thoſe Penalties the Law wou'd have inflicted ; fo bid him 
and his Confede ates be gene with all their Luggage, and 
take care how they mc ad! ed in iuch Matters tor the fu- 
ture. The Word was fcarce out of the Alarquis e 
Mouth, than they took up the things, and bleſüng both 
him and I, made the bez of their Way out of the 
Houſe. The Marquis aft&Fthis, made a bardſome Pre- 
ſent to the Commiiſaty er his Trouble. and thus con- 
eluded an Adventure fooliſh enough in itſelf, yet might 
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have been of very in Conſequence, but for ſo powerful 
and penetrating a Friend. 

When we were alone, the Marquis was very pleaſant 
on what happened, and told me J ought to think my- 
felf very happy, that I was net condemned to paſs my 
Life with ſuch a Huſband as this amiable blind Man ; he 
would have continued his Raillery on this Subject much 
longer, as it ſeem d very much to divert him, but that 
he was obliged to leave me; and that I was fo luckily in- 
debted to his Wiſit that Morning, was owing to his not 
being able to give his Company at Dinner, having 
Buſineſs, he ſaid, which would detain him till Six or 
deven in the Evening. 

After this Storm of my unequal Fate was over, an Hour 
of Sun-ſhine broke upon me; the old Marquis had not 
jeſt me three Minutes, before I received a Letter from 
Melicaurt, with one encloſed in it from my Lover: 
I locked uron it as highly fortunate, that the Poſt did 
net arrive while his Father was with me, to whom I 
could not well have avoided. ſhewing the Contents of 
both, and how improper that would have been, the 
Reader may judge. That from Monſieur Meficeurt was 
in theſe Terms. 


To the mot beautiful and admirable 
Jedunc ibu. 


Madam, 


Should be far unvorthy the Howur of your Friendſbig. 

er the Truft you avere pleas'd to repoſe in ne, if I d. 
ned one Moment the Satisfaction I dare anſwer you avill 
receiv? from toe encloſed for that Reaſon I ſhall 
& fer giving you any Accourt of my Tourney, till I have the 
Hancur to [re you this Night having done all the little 
Serwice required of me I ſet for Paris, where F fall 
be proud to receive anyucth Commands, you ſhall think 
me capable of exccutin? { hope your Heahkh is $y 
#4; 


. * 
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this Time fully recovered, if it is PR A rie, the 
happy Tidings I ſena you avill bade that good Efe. 


Jan, 
Il it/>toe greateſt Reſpet 
and Aimiration of your Virtues, 
Matemeiſille, 


i our eg humble and 


2 devoted Servant, 


8 


AſELICOURT. 


It was well this Letter from Melicourt prepared me for 

what I was to find, in thit of my dear Marquis's : Ex- 
ceſs of Joy being often more dangerous than Exceſs of 
Grief, the Tranſports I felt, however, were ſcarce to 
be ſuſtain'd when I read theſe dear, and never to be for- 
gotten Lines. 


To my Soul's only Joy, the lovely, the 
adorable and faithtul Teanetta. 7 


Live my Angel, and receive a double Pleaſure in 

Life, fince it is by you live your Letter æra- 
an infallibl» Balſam ta my IWeound; Death that 
conquers all Things, avithholds his Dart at your Command, 
and fparts me to make <vhat Compenſation is in my Power 
for all the Sufferings I have occafioned you 0 
/ow hal ] expreſs my Gratitude for your Forgiveneſs, 
for the Continuance of your Affetion, ofter having proved 
myſelf fo unworthy of it by my foul Suſpicions ! 
Words cannot & it Actions mu/? Ae off 
fared of this? O thou moſ charming, meſt excelleat of all 
wveur Sex; that the avhole W playmert o of my future Days, 
foal! be te make you happy. [ xvait with the utmoſt 
Impatience lle Recovery of my Wounds, that I may male 
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yen mine forever, and declare to my Father and the abel 
Nord, that I cannot live æbiftbout 10. 1 eds 
to hear by Manſieur Melicourt, of the favourable Di o- 
fition he is in toxward you pray Heaven encreaje it 
te a juft Proportion with your Merits. Adieu, my 
Charmer, my Weakneſs will not permit me to explain to 
yeu the thouſandth Part «of what my Heart dictates. 
Monfreur Nielicourt, ache has been Witne '/s of my Tran- 
ſports on your Account, I am certain will be jo generous as 
ta make you in Part ſenſible of them; but i you bee, 
&s I xwill ns longer doubt if you do, that Love will inform 
you better in my meaning than any Deſcription whatever 
— me far think of me as your Wi, 
for it is inconſiſtent either with my Poxwer or Inclination, 
ever to be but 


Ah ever adored JEANETTa's 
Moft faithful and meſt tenderly devoted, 
L V 


P. S. Pe under no Unea) 70 for my unde, the Sur- 
geor this Moment afſures me he finds fo great an Amendment, 
tat 1 may expect a perfect Cure in a fow Days. 
See the Efficacy of your endearing he Her. 


Ficm the Camp. 


Where now was the Remembrance ef my paſt Xlis- 
forunes Where the Appichenſions of any future 
Inis! All were iwallowed up in the raviſhing Idea of my 
Lover's Conitancy, his Recovery, and the Hope of ſee- 
ing him in a ſhoit time my Head run now on 
our mutual Felicity at meeting, and the Means he would 
employ that we might part no more ———1 was all Ex- 
taly, all De elight, and t eem'd as if Heaven had decreed 
i ſhould receive this Letter h give me Strength of Spi- 
Tits to ſupport me in the molt terribie Trial, I had yet 
ever under undergone, and which was immediately com- 
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Aſter having put my Letters carefully up, I ſat mu- 
ſing on the dear Contents, and was in that Poſture at 
the old Marquis's Return: The Satisfaction at my Heart 
made me receive him with an unuſual Gatetyw———— 
he ſeemed pleaſed to find me in that Humour, which, 1 
ſuppoſe, he imputed to having been eas'd of the blind Man, 
and the Diſcovery of the Baſeneſs of thoſe who had 
employed him : We had ſome little Converſation on that 
Head; but the Marquis ſeem'd leſs diſpoſed to Raillery 
than he had been in the Morning, and ever and anon 
was very penſive, a Frame of Mind not uſual with him. 
I took the Liberty of aſking if I had any way offended 
kim, as I had ſome Reaſon to fear from his Reſerve ; 
no, Feanetta, anſwer'd he, I am, indeed, thoughtful 
on your Score; but the Sentiments I have for you, are 
far from thoſe of Reſentment, have been call · 
ing a Council in my Heart about you, and after ſome 
Struggles all is determined in your Favour 1 
have more than once told you I had great Deſigns in 
Apitation for you they are now "compleated, and 
it is in your power to become one of the happieſt Wo- 
men in France ;—D—but Secrecy, Prudence, and Sin- 
cerity are neceſſary in order to it. I ſee you are 
impatient for my Meaning, and I will not keep you 
long in ſuſpence if you'll allow me the Pleaſure 
of ſopping with vou, when that is over we may dif 
courſe at leiſure. 

His poſtponing what he had to ſay, made me ima- 
gine he intended to prepare me by Degrees for ſome- 
thing, that he knew would very much ſurpriæe me I 
cannot but ſay I had ſome Anxiety, le!t it ſhould be a 
Repetition of thoſe Offers he had commiſſion'd For/an 
to make me; but then the high Encomiums he had ſince 
given my Virtue, made me think he would not pretend 
to deſtroy, what he ſeem'd to account ſo worthy his 
Praile. Sometimes I was tempted to latter my» 
ſelf, that he would no longer oppoſe my being united to 
his Son. Various were my ConjeQures, but none 
of them were right, as a little time convinced me. 
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During Supper we talk'd only of indifferent things, 
but when that was over, he deſired that I would 
cive Orders, that whoever came we might not be in- 
terrupted, which I having done, he drew his Chair near 
mine, and addrels'd me in the following manner. 

Je time is now come, lovely Feanetta, laid ze, 
that I ſhall diſcloſe to you the great Deſign I have fo 
often told you I had for you. Your Virtue, of which 1 
had a high Idea from the firſt Acquaintance with you, 
is now ſo well confirmed, that Iwill no longer delay 
letting you know I am determined to reward it by 
raiſing you to a Rank and Fortune, which you could 
not but for that have any Reaſon to expect: not that I 
make any Reflections on the Meanneſs of your 
Birth————Souls have one common Parent, all are 
alike derived from the great Source of Wiſdom and 
Virtue, who indeed endues ſome with a much larger 
Share of his own Divine Eſſence than other. 
thoſe whoſe Reaſon triumphs over Vice, I therefore look 
upon as the Favourites of Heaven, and as ſuch infinitely 
more to be reſpected than the Favourites of Kings, or 
even Kings themſelves, when they act beneath the 
Dignity of their Royal Function. 

You, my dear Feanetta, are one of thoſe happy ſew, 
whom Providence has ble ſſed with theſe celeſtial Ema- 
nations in a peculiar Manner in you I find thole 
Per fections of Mind, which I ſo highly reverence, and 
I now diſcover to you, that I cannot behold them united 
10 ſo many perſonal Charms and engaging Ways of 
Behaviour, without deſiring to be allied to them 
I know very well, that Cuſtom and the common 
Practice of tie World is againſt me, and that among 
the Nobility, mean Alliances are never pardon'd 
were my Intentions, but even ſuſpected before accom- 
pliſhed, I mult expect Remonſtrances on nonſtrances, 
and even what I reſolve, perhaps may diſappointed 


by the Interpoſition of ſuperior Authority on 
dhis Account therefore every thing muſt be done with 
the molt perfect Caution and Privacy, and I doubt not 

your 
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your Diſcretion in acting according to the Rules I ſhall 
preſcribe. 

[ believe after what I have ſaid, you are no longer a 
Stranger to my Meaning there remains yet but 
one Thing to inform you, you know I have an 
only Son, who pays me back in Duty all the Paternal 
Aſtection I have treated him with I deferred 
declaring myſelf to you till I had firſt conſulted him 
he ſeems to conſider this Mark of the Deference I pay 
him with the greateſt Gratitude 
writes to me, in anſwer to a Letter J ſent him on that 


Score. . 
In ſpeaking theſe Words, he took a Letter out of his 


Pocket, and gave it me to read, which I did with 


very great Emotions the Contents were as follows; 


To my Noble and ever honoured Fa- 
ther, the Marquis De L——L——, 


My Lok p, 


HE Marks I have juſt new received of your conde- 

ſeending Tenderneſs to me, are ſuch as demands much 
more than a Son can pay, ſince all I can do in Return, is 
no more than what I am bound in Duty to do, wwere you 
leſs good. Believe, however, ¶ beſeech your Lordſhip, that 
1 think myſelf much more indebted to you, for your think- 
ing me worthy of this Honour, than for the Life you gave, 
and alſo, that had you Thought fit to have ated otheraviſe, 
I ſhould flill have had the ſame regard for the Lady in 
coloſe Fawour you are determined; being, with a fincere 
and profound Duty and Submiſſion, 


My Lord, 
Your Lordhif's 
moſt Obedient Son and 
humble Servant, 
L___V—, 


Whether 


but ſee what he 


— 
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Whether it were that one 1s naturally apt to believe 
what pleaſes us, or whether I had really Reaſon from 
the Diſcourſe of the old Marquis, and the Letter of the 
young one to imagine I was going to be as happy as 
my utmoſt Wiſhes could ſuggeſt, I will not pretend 
to ſay, but its certain I doubted not but the next 
thing this Nobleman ſpoke, would be the fiat of my 
Bliſs. I returned the Letter, and trembling between 
Hope and Fear, there was no need my Lord, faid I, of 
this Proof to convince me of your Son's Duty and 
Affection. 

But it may ſerve, replied he, to ſhew you the regard I 
have for him, tn conſulting him in an Affair, in which 
I was entirely my own Matter. However, as you 
ſeem methinks not yet able to comp rehend my meaning 
know, charming Feanetta, that notwithſtanding 
the Reaſons which oppoled my Inclinations, I have re- 
folved to make you the Marchioneſs de L—/—. 

Who would not have thought theſe laſt Words con. 
tained a Decree in which all my Hopes were centered ; 
overwhelm'd with the moſt grateful Senſe, and as it 
were out of myſelf between Aſtoniſnment and Joy, I 
threw myſelf at his Feet, teſtify ing by that Poſture, 
what in the inſtant Tranſport I had no Words 0 
Expreſs. 

How happy am I, my dear Fearnetta, ſaid the Niar- 
quis tenderly raiſing me from the Ground, that what | 
am reſolved to do for you, is received with fo much 
Satis faction 1 mult confeſs I heſitated for a long 
Time before I could bring myſelf to declare my Inten- 
tions l feared your Paſſion for my Son, might 
have taken too deep a Foundation in your Heart, and 
ſhould have been ſhocked to have found myſe!f refuſed 
But I ſee my good Opinion of your Prudence has not 
deceived me, and do aſſure you that the manner in 
which you accept my offer has done what I thought im- 
poſſible, augmented the Love I before had for you; and in 
Gratitude for this Softneſs depend vpon it, my charming 

Franitta, 
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-anct!a, I ſhall always behave to you in ſuch a manner, 
that you ſhall confeſs my Complaiſance makes full At- 
torement for the Diſparity of my Years. 

I am amazed that it was poſũble for me thus to re- 
member what the Marquis ſaid on this Occaſion, ſo con- 
| founded, ſo ſtupified as I was at this unexpected Stroke 

of Fate, this ſomewhat ſo infinitely worſe for all my 
Hopes, than I had ever conceived could happen 
the utmoſt that my Fears had ever ſuggeſted from his un- 
common Complaiſance was, that he would one Day make 
ſome Propoſals of being his Miſtreſs, and then that Virtue 
which he had allowed in me, and ſo much praiſed, would 
have enabled me to have evaded any ſuch Offers without 
offending him ; but to find he condeſcended to make me 
his Wite, left me without any excuſe for a Refuſal, ex- 
cepting ſuch a one as could not be agreeable to him 
it was plain that he muſt be paſſionately in love with me, 
to reſolve on a Match ſo every way unequal, and it was 
therefore natural to believe he would go to any Extremi- 
ties rather than be diſappointed————the leaſt of IIls 
that could befall me was the being ſeparated from his 
Son, whether I ſeemed to approve, or abſolutly re- 
fuſed the Honour he intended never was a young 
Creature in ſo terrible a Dilemma, nor knew leſs what 
to anſwer to Addreſſes at once ſo advantageous. and dif- 
truction to heighten this Perplexity, the Letter 
I had juſt been reading from the young Marquis came 
freſh into my Mind, 1 now found that his Father had 
wrote to him concerning his own Marriage, and not, as 
] bad imagined, a Conſent for him to enter into that 
State; I doubted not therefore but my Refuſal would now 
irritate him no leſs againſt my Lover than myſelf, and 
that Suggeſtion made me refolve to conceal my Averſion 
to his Propoſals, and gain Time, which in Effect is gaining 
a great deal, as Chance frequently preſents occaſions of 
Relief which we could never have dreaint of. 

How is it poſſible my Lord, faid I, for me to reply 
to you you ſee the Confuſion I am in, nor can 
you wonder at it-good Heaven, ſhall the, Daughter 
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of a poor Peaſant, with no other Recommendations nor 
Merit but her Virtue, and a tolerable Face, marry a 
Nobleman of your Lordſhip's Rank and Character in 
the World ! | 

All this Time I had been ſilent, and while I was 
ipeaking this, I perceived he looked at me with enquiring 
Eyes, and taking me up with ſome Impatience, I have 

already told you, ſaid he, that in my Judgment, Virtue 
much more than ſupplies all Deficiencies whatever; and 
without you diſapprove my Offers, you have only to 
comply to prove the Sincerity of them. 

I then pretended that the great regard I had for him 
made me fearful of his debaſing himſelf in my Favour, 
but he ſo well knew how to anſwer all the liitle Evaſions 
I was capable of making, that at laſt I had no more to 
ſay, but to appear ſatisfied with my Lot. 

1 Having thus ſeemingly agreed, he told me that he had 

[ many Reaſons to keep the Affair a Secret for ſome 

1 Time, and began of himſelf to ſtart ſome Difficu!ti-s 
on that Score if it ſhould de done at Paris, fail 
he, the numerous Retinue which always attend me hither 
would infallibly diicover it; and if at any of my Caſtles, 
People in the Country are ordinarily more i 1quiſitive 
into the Actions of their Superiors than thoſe in great 
Cities. 

The Dilemma which he now appeared to be in, inſpired 
me with a ſudden Thought; ſuppoſe, anſwered I, your 
Lordſhip ſhould defer raiſing me to tlie Honour you vouch- 
fafe, till the King goes ſome Journey, as his Majelly 
ſrequently does: your Rank and Employment oblige 
you to be near his Perſon, and while ſo, your Retinue 
muſt be with you cannot you then, pretending 
ſome ſudding Buſineſs calls you to Paris, come with a 
one Servant on whoſe Secrecy you can depend; While! Y 

; in the mean Time prepare every Thing ready for the 
\ Ceremony: which accompliſhed, you may return p 
- wherever the Court is as for my Part I ſtall V 
remain in the ſame way of Liſe as before, till the Time 5 
arrives that you ſhall think proper our Marriage po we BF 
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owned; and this, my Lord, I look on as the fſureft - 
means for preſerving it a Secret. 

The Marquis told me he was infinitely pleaſed with 
my Contrivance, and would leave the Managment of 
every Thing wholly to me. The remaining Part of 
the Evening was paſt in regulating our future Wedding— 
more gay, nor more magniſicent Proſpects were neyers 
laid out we talked of nothing but Rejoycings, 
Balls, Equipage and Grandeur, when I ſhould be ac- 
knowledged for the Marchioneſs De L— V 
I came readily into every Thing he ſaid, and feigned a 
Pleaſure in the Pomp I was to enjoy; but alas! What 
did not my poor Heart endure in this diſtracting Neceſh- 
ty of Diſſimulation ! and what had not have given to have 
it over, that I might be alone to give a looſe to my 
Siglis, and conſider what Meaſures would be moſt proper 
to take in ſo critical a Juncture. 

At laſt the long wiſhed Moment arrived, the Mar- 
quis finding it grew late took his leave, and I ſhut my- 
ſelf up in my Cloſet I had now not leiſure for 
Complaints or Reflections, ſome immediate Reſolution 
mult be taken to avoid the Storm, which was already 
gathered, and was ready to burſt upon my Head, The 
od Marquis appeared too paſſionate a Lover to wait 
long I could not depend on his adhering to the 
delay I had invented he might poflibly change his 
Mind the ne.t Day, carry me to one of his Caſlles, and 
hazard a Diſcovery for the Gratification of a Paſſion, 
which mult indeed be great to oblige him to marry a 
Oy whom he had looked upon as ſo unworthy of 
us Son, 

As I had talked of going ſome Time to our Village, 
and had given my Parents Money to furniſh an Apart- 
ment for me, I thought that Place the ſecureſt Aſylum 
| could find as I had paſſed unknown by my own 
Parents, 1 might reaſonably hope not to be ſuſpected by 
others, and it greatly rejoyced me to think I had never 
mentioned the leaſt Word to the old Marquis that J had 
icen them; for I could not make a doubt, but that whea 
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my Flight was diſcovered he would leave no means 
untried to find out the Place of my HRetreat, and that if 
ever I ſhould fall again into his Power, I mult expect all 
that Revenge could inflict upon me om Love 
to Hatred was a Change I could not but be aſſured of 
from a Man of his Humour, when exaſperated by Dif. 
appointment and Deſpair from a Perſon of my Station. 
Having thus determined once 1aore to te viſit my 
native Village, I conſidered what was to be done before 
1 left Paris; what ſeemed moſt material was to inform 
the young Marquis of his Father's Deſign of marrying 
me, the Meaſures I took to avoid him, and the Place to 
which I withdrew ————this Letter took up the beſt 


Part of the Night, and I was ſo greatly fatigued at the 


finiſhing it, that I was obliged to go to Bed ; my Imagi- 
nation however was too much diſturbed to ſuffer me to 
Sleep long; in every little Slumber I fell into, I fancied 
1 heard a Noiſe, and that the old Marquis was coming 
to take me away and conclude the cruel Marriage 
the firſt Thing I did next Morning, was to write to Saint 
Fal; for I muſt have been ſtrangely ungrateful to have 
omitted making him the Confidante of the ſurprizing 
Adventure which had befallen me. 

Juſt as Barbara returned from carrying theſe two 
Epiſtles to the Poſt-Houſe, I received a Packet, anc a 
Baſket from the old Marquis, the one was fiiled 
with the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances of his everlaſting Tender- 
neſs, and a Preſent of five hundred Lewes d Or, the 
other contained a rich Toylet and its Furniture all cf 
gilt Plate, curiouſly engraved; but I gave myielt not 
the Time to examine either with much Attention—— 
every Moment now was precious, and I ſet about pack- 
ing up my Things with all the Expedition I could. 

I forbore acquainting Barbara with my Deſign, being 
apprehenſive her over Joy at it, might render it impaſſi- 
ble for her to keep the Secret————People are as oſten 
betrayed by the Simplicity and Babbling of their Ser- 
vants, as by their 'Treachery—————but to return, in 
two Days I had got every Thing ready for my Journey, 
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as it was impoſſible for me to take all with me, 
without hazarding a Diſcovery by the Quantity of Lug- 
cage, I intended that Melicourt at his return ſhould take 
Charge of them and ſend them to me as I wanted them, 
in different Parcels, to avoid any Notice being taken. 
I was going to write a Letter and Directions 
to him, for that Purpoſe when happily he arrived 
| was tranſported when I heard his Voice, and running 
to the Stair-caſe to meet him; you are come very ſea- 
ſonably, Monſieur, ſaid I, a few Hours hence I had been 

one. | 

The Earneſtneſs with which I ſpoke theſe Words ſur- 
prized him, and made him impatient for the Motive; 
but I was no leſs eager to hear what Account he had to 
give me, and obliged him to yield to my Importunities. 
I bad him confider, how dear the Perſon from 
whom he came was to me, and then aſk himſelf if any 
Thing ought to poſtpone the News of him. 

Indeed, Madam, replied Monſieur Melicourt, the Mar- 
quis deſerves all the Tenderneſs you can pay, and he 
on the other Side is indebted to you for his Life——— 
his Life was deſpaired cf at my arrival ; but your endear- 
ing Letter diſſipated that deep Melancholy, which, joyned 
to the exceſſive loſs of Blood, muſt ſoon have brought 
him to the Grave I am utterly unable to expreſs - 
his Tranſports ; weak as he was, he would needs read over 
the Lines you ſent him I believe an hundred Times in a 
Day Monſieur Melicourt, ſaid he to me, the pre- 
cious Treaſure you have brought me, has grven me more 
than Life the Angel! the Charming Crea- 
ture, did he cry out in his Extaſies, what Tenderneſs! 
how does her lovely Soul ſhine out in every Line 
what Fxcellence of Nature! ſo kindly to forgive my un- 
juit Suſpicions ſ————but her Generoſity ſhall never 
be forgot acquaint her with this, and that as ſoon 
as I am recovered, nothing ſhall be omitted for the 
accompiiſhment af our mutual Felicity. 

In ſine, Madam, continued A/c/icourt, the little Time 
Uſtayed with him, was wholly taken up in Demonſtra- 
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tions of his Affection for you he could talk of 
nothing but you, and would have ſent Dwubo7s to you, to 
give you a more perfect Account of his Heart, than he 
was able to write; but that I told him it was needleſs, 
as I intended to return immediately; on which he 
entruſted me with his Commands, in which I think 
myſelf much honoured, and would be glad they had 
been of a more dificult Nature, that I might the more 
have proved my ſincere Attachment to io worthy a 
Nobleman. | 

Aſter this I acquainted him with what had happened. 
and what I was obliged to do ; he approved highly of 
my Conduct, and added, that when the yonng Xfar- 
quis ſhould come to know the Sacrifice I had made, 
there was nothing to fear but that Exceſs of Gratitude 
would overwhelm him. 

I then ſhewed him the Preſents I had received from 
my old Lover, and told him my Reſolution of returning 
it; by no means, replied, Me/icourt, I can put you ina 
way of making a better uſe of it: As to the Toylet indeed 
I think it adviſeable not to keep it; but as to the five 
hundred Lewis D'Or, they are wanted where I believe 
vou will think them well beitowed the young 
Marquis has commiſſioned me to take up about that 
Sum for him at Paris, the Expences of the Campaign 
having exhauſted his ready Money, and the Remittances 
from his Father are much more tedious than he ex- 
pected ; ſo that you never can have an Opportunity of 
obliging him with greater Delicacy. 

I embraced this Opportunity of ferving my Lover 
with an infinite Satisfaction, and immediately put th? 
five hundred Lewis D'Ors into Melicourt's Hands in 
order to get remitted to him; but ſtill continuing in the 
Opinion, that it was beſt for me to return the old Mar- 
quis all that he had preſented me with on the Account of 
being his future Bride, I gave Orders to have ſome Part 
of my Moveables ſold in order to raiſe that Sum fer 
Melicourt to deliver to him after I was gone 3s 


to the Toylet, and all the Furniture belonging to N | 
elt 
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eſt it neatly packed up, and after conſulting with Me- 
licexrt, wrote to the Marquis in the following Manner. 


To the Marquis De L——L——. 


My Loxn, 
T H E exceſſive Favours your Lordſhip has heaped upon 

me, would render me the moſt ungrateful of my Sex, if 
I retired without acquainting you with the Reaſons, which 
compelled me to lake this Step now then, my Lord, 
that fo high a Dignity as you were pleaſed to honour me 
avith the Offer of, demands my utmoſt Acknowledgments 
and Cratitu it, that I am net capable of accepting it, 
impute to a Conſcicuſneſ5 of my Unworthineſs None, 
my Lord, can Merit to be your Wife, but who has it in 
ber Power ta make an adequate Return to that abun- 
dart Lowe, which engaged you to make her ja — 
Alas all bade to give is the extreme Honour, and 
Rejped? the Defictency is therefore ſo great, that I 
uſe ta retire ta expiate my Misfortunes ; believe, howeve! , 
my Lord, that wherever J go, or wherever JI am; the 
utofl Gratitude to you will ever dwell with me 
Pardon, therefore, my Conduct on this Occaſion, fince ta 
bade acted otherwiſe, would have been unſuitable to the 
Sncerity, on which I value myſelf, and which you have 


ſeemed ta approve in her, ache is with the moft perfect Gra- 


titude and Submiſſion, 
Mur Lerdjpip's 
ift bumble and 
, moſt obliged Servant, 


JEaNETTA De. 


P. S. I received the magnificent Preſent you were 
fhaſed to fend me; I durſt not return it for fear of dif 


Ablining you, nor did I think proper to take it with ne. 


be Perſon in a Care I have left my Affairs will 
fend 
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it to you, when ever you give Orders, as alſ thy 
Ade hundred Lewis D'Ors, all which are in the Lodging, 
aubere your Lordibip wouchſafed to favour me with au- 
Viſas I repeat my Proteſtations of an eternal Gra. 
ritude, and entreat. you will believe no Day ſhall pa, 
without my moſt ardent Prayers for your preciqy 
Life. 


This Letter being finiſhed, I delivered it to M.. 
court, that he might ſend it to the Marquis two or 
three Days after my Departure ; and it was agreed 
between us, that he ſhould continue in my Lodging, 
till after the Time it could be ſuppoſed the Letters [ 
had ſent to the young Marquis and Monheur Saint Fa. 
were come to Hand, in cafe any Anſwers to them ſhou!d 
arrive, which he was to encloſe, under a Cover to mc 
directed to Madamoiſelle De Mainwille, for I was reſolved 
never to be known by that of the Counteſs De Roches any 
more. Every Thing being thus fixed, he provided me 
a Poſt-Chaiſe, and I ſet out with Barbara the nes: 
Morning at four a Clock, to the great Amazement of 
that dear good-natured Creature, who did not as vet 
know one Syllable of the Meaning of this precipitate 
Departure, nor where I was going to carry her. 


The End ef tbe TENTH PART, 
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SLA EHOLD me now once more a 
XS Wanderer, my Head and Heart full 
of the various Changes of Fortune 1 
had undergone, and wholly incapable 
of forming any Judgment what would 
be the Event of ſo many perplexing 
AR; Adventures. All my paſt — 


at once to my Imagination made me extremely penſive 

lometimes in Tears. which my poor Aunt obſerving, ſhall 
| never ſee you out of theſe Afflictions, ſaid ſhe? bleſs me! 
how you People of Quality torment yourſelves for Trifles, 
if you were poor, indeed, or did not know where to go, I 


ſhould pity you; but, Heaven be thank'd, that is not 
I 


your 
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your Caſe—— you have enough of every tbing, and 
a good Character into the Bargain; you are not obliged 
to go away for Debt as a great many are, and ſome 
very honeſt Folks too; but you have left good Effects 
behind you, which you may have whenever you pleaſe, 
and wherever you go all the World loves you and pays 
you Reſpet————for my Part, [ can't ſee what occa- 
fion you can have to be melancholy. 

It is a Habit I have contracted, anſwer'd I, but I flat- 
ter myſelf that when I have been a little while in the 
Country, the Air will make me more chexrful. Do 
you delign to live in the Country then, faid Barbara 
overjoy'd ;* Heaven be prailed that J ſhall once more fee 
the Fields again, and hear the Larks and the Nightin. 
gale 0! what a a Bleſſing! J hate the 
rattling of Coaches, and ail the hurly burly of Paris, 
where one is every Moment in danger of being thrown 
down.- And pray, my dear Lady, continued lie, 
where are we going; to your own Village, anſwer'd 
J. you know I have given Money to have an Apartment 
prepared for me at your Brother's; I would have to!d 
you of it before, but as I did not chuſe any body ſhould 
be acquainted with the Place of my Retreat, I was a- 
fraid your over Joy would have betrayed the Secret. 
Indeed, my good Lady you were in the right, crizd 
ſhe, I ſhould never have contain'd myſe!f that's certain. 
O! the dear ſweet Place why your Lady- 
ſhip will be admired hke a little Queen there 
they*ll all croud to fee you, and the Curate I warrent 
will come to pay his Compliments he's no Clown 
Pl affure you, and keeps the beſt Company; in my 
time they were never without him at the Caltle. 

Barbara was ſo tranſported at the Happineſs ſhe was 
going to enjoy, that ſhe could talk of nothing elſe the 
whole Journey. I did not fend a Meſſenger before 
to apprize them of my Arrival, becauſe my Father 
had wrote ſome Days before to acquaint my Aunt, that 
all my Commands had been punctually tulfilled, and 
that every thing was ready for me, ſo that I knew the 
Indolence, indeed I may jay Lazineſs, which long Eaſe 
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and Plenty had given me a Habit of, was in no Danger 
of being interrupted. 

No Accident intervening, at length we arrived at the 
Village, where the Sight of our Steeple gave me an odd 
kind of Emotion, between Pain and Pleaſure ; but fure 


no Creature was ever in greater Raptures than my poor 


Aunt— look there, Madam, faid ſhe, there is the Church 
and where you ſee thoſe Turrets is the Caſtle, it 
is all ſurrounded with fine Trees, we ſhall pals by the 
Gates; and you'll ſee the pretty Place, where the young 
Men and Maids dance oa Sundays and Holidays. Still 
as we paſs'd ſhe explain'd all the Particulars, and that 
with ſuch an innocent Satisfaction, as is unknown to 
thoſe who live in the great World. 

Juſt on our Entrance into the Village, an old Wo- 
man was ſpinning before her Door, my Aunt no ſooner 
obſerved her, than ſhe made the Poſtilion ſtop, and cal - 
ling out to her made herſelf Le known, and aſked a thou- 
ſand Queſtions all in a Breath————this good Country- 
Woman, after recollecting who it was that ſpoke to her, 
told her next Neighbour who was fo:ding ſome Sheep, 
ſhe ran with the News who was coming to a third, and 
ſo on till we had half the Village about the Chaiſe. ——- 
bad the Poſtilion drive on to Jeb De B "is 
upon which ſeveral little Girls who were playing about, 
ofer'd their Service to ſhew the way, and ran ſkipping 
beſore the Horſes, and brought me in a fort of Triumph 
to the Houſe. 


My Father and Mother, who by this were inform'd of 


my Approach, came with a great deal of Joy to help 


me out of the Chaiſe: My Agitation was ſo great, that. 


did not hear half the obliging Welcomes they gave 
me. A; I was ſtepping into the Houſe, my Mo- 
tier made a Motion which frighted me, apprehending I 
was diſcover'd: I heard afterwards ſhe was on the Point of 
throwing her Arms about my Neck, fo great an Im- 
preſſion did my Face make on her ; . but ſhe check'd 
lerlelf, and conducted me with the Reſpect due to my 


imagin'd Quality, to my little Apartment, which con- 


lited only of a {mall Dining-Room and Bed-Cham- 
Vo r. II. L , ber 
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ber the Furniture they had provided ſor me 
was plain, but new and convenient, and with what Me. 
lieeurt was to fend after me, would make my Situation 
comfortable enough. 

My Father fcemed tranſported with the Honour of 
having me for a Lodger, and ſhewed me from one of 
the Windows a very neat Garden, the Walks of which 
he had laid out, and made a Parterre of Flowers on 
Purpoſe for me. I thanked him for the Care he expreſt 
for my Satisfaction, and aſſured him I thought myle't 
very happy in beirg with him ; nor did my 'Tongue in 
this Particular be'ye my Heart. Not Abience, 
nor all the various Changes I had paſt through, had 
ever alienated my AfﬀeQtion from thote dear Authors of 
my Being, and whatever Mortihcation my Vanity re- 
ceived from the Nleanneſs of the Place, I had fill a 
ſecret Satĩsſaction in ſeeing, hearing, and having it in 
my Power to relieve them. 

After a {mail Repaſt 1 went to Bed, to recover, as I 
ſnd, the litt'e Fatigue of my Journey; but in reality to 
have the better Opportenity of meditating on a 'Plan 

for my Conduct, while I continued there. I reſolved 
that whoever ſhould ſcem defirous of being acquainted 
with me, to lay it down as a Rule to ſee no Company; 
bat to paſs my time eicher in Working, Reading, or 
Walking in the Garden: I alſo determined to avoid all 
tne Exrence I could in my Table, and to eat in a 
more plain manner, than for a long Time I had been 
accuſiomed ; to the End, that whenever the Time that I 
Nonld be diſcovered ſhould arrive, 1 might not be ac- 
cuſed of having aQed the fine Lady in my Fatner's 
Houſe ; but I found it highly neceſſary I ſhould dine 
alone, leſt too great a Familiarity might give ground 
for Suſpicion, and add to the Impreſſion which my 
Features, notwithſtanding the Alteration in me, had 
4 made on both my Parents, which J could eaſily per- 
b ceive by their looking ſo earneſtly upon me, whenever 
T turned my Head away, and ed not ſeem to obterve 
them. 
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Dut there was one Difficulty in preſerving the Secret, 
which till this Moment never occurred to = Mind. 


The young Marquis on his Return from the 
Campaigne would doubtleſs be impatient to ſee me; 
he had been at our Village, and had then been too 
much talked of and obſerved, on the Account of the 
Preſent he brought me from the King, not to be 
known if he ſhould come again; and as ſome Part of 
my Adventures on his Score were no Secret, his Viſits 
to Madam De Mainwville, joined with the Reſemblance 
between her and the Daughter of Jabn De B———, 
might give too much room for Belief, that they were one 
and the fame Perſon this I knew not how to 
avoid, and as often as it came into my Head very much 
perplex*'d me. I paſs'd the Night, however, better 
than I had Reaſon to expect: In the Morning my 
Mother coming into my Chamber out of Good-mar- 
ners to know how 1 had flept ; told me the Gentleman 
st the Caſtle had ſent to enquire who I was, and Whe- 
ther I defign'd to make any ſtay in the Village; to 
which Queitions, ſhe ſaid, ſhe had forbore giving any 
poſitive Anſwer, till ſhe had received my Commands 
in what manner ſhe ſhould do it. 

I praiſed her Diſcretion in Terms, which made ber 
ſee I was highly ſatisfied, and then told her that I had 
ſome private Reaſons, beſides a natural Propenſity to 
Solitude, which made it inconvenient for me to ſee 
Company, ſo deſired that ſhe would on no Account give 
any Encouragement of that Sort. She aſſured me that 
my Deſires ſhould be complied with; after which I 
made her fit down on the Bedſide, and remembring 
that my Father had began to entertain me with the 
Hiſtory of Mademoiſelle D' E/brexax; I entreated ſhe 
would fatisfy my Curiofity with the remaining Part, 
which ſhe readily did in theſe or the like Words. 
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The Sequel of the Hijtory of aye lle 
D'ELBITVUx. 


Think, Madam, ſaid my Mother, that my Huſband 

left oft where that odd Miſtake of Monſieur D-four- 
neaux, for Monſieur D' Ei val, occaſioned various Con- 
jectures both in the Counteſs and her Daughter; in the 
mean time that Gentleman little ſuſpecting what had 
happened, was conſidering within himſelf what Anſwer 
he ſhould make to the Mother of his Miſtreſs, and hav- 
ing reſolved, came early the next Morning to the Caftle 
a little later he would not have had Admittance, 
and muſt have return'd without being able to compre- 
hend the meaning of his being refaſed. The Counteſs 
imagining ſhe had reaſon to be higly incenſed at his 
Behaviour, had determined to have him forbid the 
Houſe ; but not expecting him til! Dinner, as ſhe thought 
he had been up ſo late, had deferr'd giving any Orders 
concerning him, till ſhe roſe herſelf. 

Having for a long time been accuſtomed to uſe no 
Ceremony there, he ran directly up to the Counteſs's 
Chamber, and 'tis eaſy to gueis the Conſternation the 

malt be in, to ſee him at her Bedſide, accoſtin g her 
with an caly Air, which is always the Companion of In- 
nocence. She was ſcarce able to command her Reſent- 
ment enough to forbear breaking immediately into Re- 
proaches 3 but either her good tenſe, or the Uncertainiy 
in what Terms ſhe ſhould upbraid | um. kept her ſilent, 
and ſhe only turn'd on the other Side as he approach'd 
though that was done with a Diſdain, which he cc uid 
not dut have taken Notice of, if he had had the least 


Suſpicion of the Cauſe. But 5 from thinking on ny 
luc 
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ſuch thing, and alſo taken up with what he was come 
about, he enquired in his uſual free manner how ſhe had 
relted, and he meaning cf her lying ſo long in Bed. 
His ſpeaking in this Faſhion had ſo much the Appea- 
rance cf Diſſimulation, prepoſſeſs'd as the Counteſs was 
of his Falſhood, that it but provoked her the more : 
the nevertheleſs contain'd herſelf to hear how far he 
would carry his ſuppoſed Artifice. The Villain, ſaid 
ſhe to herſelf, after endeavouring to deceive both Mo- 
ther and Daughter, now diſcover'd and diſcarded by the 
one, imagines he may ill impoſe on the other but 
why ſhould I be troubled at his Perfidiouſneſs ?—W hat 
is it to me that the Wretch is married to ſeem angry 
would be too great a Proof of my Weakneſs, and give 
him an Opportunity to triumph over me. —No, 
j!1 rather ſeem ignorant of his Baſeneſs, and turn his 
chaviour into Ridicule, that will better become my 
Character than a ferious Reſentment. 
This laſt Reflection got the better of her former ones, 
and the turned towards him as juſt waking, ſaying ſhe 
had not ſlept well in the Night, and that ſhe could not 
have pardon'd any other than himſelf ſor giving her 
Diſturbance. But, added ſhe, 1 am ſo impatient to hear 
the Reſult of your Determination on our {att Converſa. 
tion, that if you will go into the next Room while 1 
riſe, we will talk together as long you pleaſe. 
No, Madam, rephed Monſieur D' £//ival, I will not 
believe you heartily forgive my having broke in on your 
Repoſe, if you baniſh me from ſo delightful a Situation, 
as I now-enjoy in contemplating your Beauties, in the 
Poſture you are at preſent. Permit me, therefore, to 
fit down by you, and I ſhall declare myſelf with that 
Sincerity you exacted from me. FHP. 
The Counteſs was too ſenſible of Flattery, not to be 
pleaſed with this Compliment, even though ſhe believed 
it far from being dictated by the Heart————at ano- 
ther time ſhe would have been charm'd with it; but the 
Proofs ſhe thought ſhe had of his Falſhood, prevented 
her from giving any Anſwer to it, and ſhe only bid him 
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declare in as brief a manner as poſſible, what Reſolution 
ke had taken. 

] owe too much, Madam, ſaid he, to the Civilitie; 
your Lady ſhip has honoured me with, to deal inſincerely 
in a Matter, in which you are nearly intereſted, and 
in which it wauld ill become me to uſe diſguiſe, when 
pi 18's ſeriouſly to declare my b entiments —l will, there- 
fore, no longer make a Myſtery of the Paſſion your 
lovely Daughter Mademoiſelle D*E/bieux has inſpired 
me with, and though I have all the Regard and Admi- 
ration poſſible for your Charms, yet it is to her my Soul is 
devoted this, Madam, continued be, is ſay ing 
enough, and I think I reed not make any Apology, 
when I aſſure you that I am ready to marry her when- 
ever ycu judge our Union proper, and ſhall with Tran!- 
port receive her from your Hand, as a precious Pledge 
of your Eſtcem and Friendſhip, 

The Countets was ready to burſt at theſe Word: 
the Anſwer was, indeed, concile and plain; but diflem- 
bling as well as ſhe was able the Indignation ſhe con- 
ceived at it; ſo, ſaid ſhe, with an Air of Irony and 


Contempt; you are willing to ſacrifice all the Paſſion 


you have for me, and marry my Daughter merely to 
oblige me. am predigiouſly obliged to you, with- 
out Doubt; but, Monſieur, I cannot return the Favour 
by forgetting I am a Mother, and conſenting to my 
Daughter's Ruin; for to be plain with you, I hear you 
are already married, and muſt be fully convinced in ſo 
material a Point, before any thing can be concluded on 
concerning Mademoitelle D' E ;eux. It will, 
therefore, be much more to your Honour to confeſs what 
ſecret Engagements you are under, than to fubmit to 
an Enquiry, which I cannot otherwiſe avoid mak- 
ing. 
Nionßeur D' Eflival was too much ſurprized at this 
Diſcourſe, to be able preſently to make any Anſuer: 
He look d earneſtly in the Counteſs's Face, in order to 
diſcover if ſhe were really ſerious, or talk'd in this man- 
ner only to perplex him, by way of Puniſhiment for pre- 
ſerring her Daughter to herſelf. 


Aſſured 
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Aſſured as ſhe was of his Guilt in this particular, ſhe 

took his Silence as a token of it, come, Monſieur 
D' Efttpal, reſumed ſhe, you are not the only Perion 
who has been drawn into Engagements they have. aiter- 
wards repented ; but ſince it is ſo, the baſt thing you can 
do is to. acknowledge your Wile.—— Pray, bring her 
to the Caſtle, you may depend upon it, 1 ſhall be glad 
to cultivate a Friend ſhip with her for your ſake, 
D' EAival loſt all Patience at the'e Words, if, faid 
he, your Ladyſhip means this as a Jeſt, I muſt beg 
leave to tell you, it is carried ſomewhat too far, and is 
but an ill Return for that Sincerity, I juſt now behave 
to you with if you really are in earneſt, continued 
he with ſome Warmth, common Juſtice without my 
requelting it, will certainly oblige you to diſcover the 
Authors of io baſe an Information, that I may puniſh 
them as their Calumny deſerves. | 

Monſtrous Deceit and Inſolence! cry'd the Counteſe, 
if my Daughter had offended me, yet more than the 
has, I could forgive her for the ſole M rit of having 
diſcarded with the juſt Scorn the has done, a Man ca- 
pable of ſuch mean Actions, and then as meanly deny- 
ing them. 

For Heaven's ſake, Madam, explain yourſelf, cry'd 
Monſieur D' E/iva/, impatiently interrupting her, my 
Honour is too much concern'd in the Treatment you 
give me, for me not to be reſolute in having the Occa- 
non of it cleared up————what Wie, what Marriage 
is it you reproach me with What reaſon have 
you to imagine your Daughter has diſcarded me With 
Scorn ? I do aſſure your Ladyſhip there is not 
one Word of 'I'ruth in all this, and if you perſiſt in 
talking in this manner for ever, I ſhall ſtill be in the 
dark tor your Deſign in it. 

The more he proteſted his Innocence, the more the 
prepoſteſs'd Counteſs's Rage encreas'd: Is it poſſible, 
laid ſhe, that you can carry the Deception to this 
Height ?!———4are you deny that you are married? 
Yes, Madam, reply'd he, and on that Truth will ſtake 
my eternal Salvation. This is unſufferable, cry'd ſhe, 
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know then, Monſieur D' Ffival, that I was Witneſs of 

the Converſation you had laſt Night with my Daughter 
ia the Park will you deny ſhe wrote to you. 
that you agreed to meet her there that both you 
and the mentioned my Name, in a manner no way he- 
coming either of your Characters that ſhe accuſed 
you of a previous Engagement! that you at lat 
conſeſs'd you were married; but that ſome of the Forms 
being wanting yon could get off it that you of. 
ſered to do to, and Mademoiſelle D*£/5zeux, on this 
Diicovery of your double Pertidy, treated you with the 
Scorn you merit, flew from you, and forbid you ever 
tecing her more ? 

Nay, then, cry'd D'Fftwal, lifting up his Eyes to 
Heaven, 1 am either run mad, or you dreamt all this. 
He then re-capitulated the various Points of her Accu- 
ſation, and at the End of each, proteſted his Innocence 
and [ gnorance. 

Macemoilel!e ZE 15/cnx came into the Room as he was 
ſpeaking, ſhe knew not of his being there; but making 
no Doubt but that he was the Perſon ſhe had met with 
in the Park the Night before, was not ſurprized to find 
lim in her Mother's Chamber————3fured as ſhe 
was of their Marriage, ſhe fancied he had enter'd pri- 
vately, and had lain there all Night. She was the 
more conſirm'd in this Conjecture, as ſhe found by the 
Joucnels of his Voice, as well as by the Diſſatisfaction in both 
that they had been quarrelling as 
married People too often do; and being vex'd to meet 
a Man, who after the Diſcovery the imagin'd ſhe had 
made, ſhe deteſted, was about to retire, when the 
Countels perceiving her commanded her to ſtay, ſaying 
her Preſence was neceſſary to clear up an Aﬀair, which, 
added ſhe, with a diſdainful Smile, is worthy of your 
Confirmation and Teſtimony. 

Monſieur DE Had who was half diſtrated at what 
had been laid to his Charge, took hold of her Hand, 
and having drawn her nearer, repeated the Articles 


alledg'd again him by hes Mother, and appealed — 
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her ſor the Deciſion, at the ſame conjuring her not to 
be ſway'd by any thing but Juſtice. _ 

Mademoitelle D' hien was extremely ſurpriſed to find 
her Mother was ſo wetkgcquainted with her Proceedings; 
but notwithftanding her Reſentment to D' Eftival, ſhe 
was very well pleaſed that he denied the Meeting, and 
thought it was her Buſineſs, to ſecond what he ſaid, which 
ſhe did with fo much Aſſurance; faying, that ſhe knew 
nothing of all he had mentioned, and that it was con- 
trary to Common Senſe, that the Counteſs enraged to the 
laſt Degree at hearing herſelf contradicted in a thing 
which ſhe imagined was true; and, indeed, was fo on 
one fide, that ſhe gave her a Blow on the Face; then 
turning to Monſieur D' Eftival bad him leave the Caltle, 
and never come near her more. 

Yes, Madam, cryed he, riſing den his Seat, you 
ſhall be obeyed you never ſhall ſee me more; but 
remember, and I repeat it before this young Lady, that 
I never left my own Houſe laſt Night, as ſeveral Peo- 
pie in the Village, beſides my own Servants can witneſs 
that I had not the Honour of ſeeing your Daugh- 
ter either by Appointment or otherwiſe—that I never 
told her I was married and to conclude, that all 
you have ſaid is a mere Chimera this is the Truth 
lo farewe!, and I engage my Word of Honour 
never to expole myſelf again to ſuch injurious Treat- 
ment, as you have been p Jexſed to give me. 

With thefe Words he went haſtily out of the Room, 
leaving the Counteſs no leſs aſtoniſhed then enraged, at 
his impudent perſiſting in the Denial of a thing, ſhe 
believed her own Eyes and Ears had witneſſed to the 
Truth of; but recovering herſelf from the Thoughts of 
him, ſhe vented her Fury on her Daughter, who ſtill 
continued in the Room, and after loading her with Re- 
proaches ; there, perfidious Girl, faid ſhe, throwing the 
Letter ſhe had intercepted at her Feet, aſſume the 
Front too if you dare to deny this too you tee 1 
know you your wicked Heart betrays itſelf in every 
Action Go, mo? ungratcful, molt unworthy of 
What I have done for yon. And I ſhould aq with Pra- 
L 5 dence 
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dence aſter this Diſcovery of the Vileneſs of your Nature, 
to ſecure you in a Place that would take from you the 
Means of behaving to me ſo undutitully hereaſter. 

Inſolent as Madamoiſelle D* bien was, ſhe was a 
little awed at this Menance ; and pretending the moſt 
perſect Contrition ſued for her Pardon in ſuch Terms 
that ſhe at laſt obtained it, from a Mother who very 
much loved her, in ſpite of the Coquetry and Vanity of 
her own Humour. | 

Having thus made her Peace, ſhe no longer remembered 
the Occaſion ſhe had given of Offence, and valuing the 
Counteſs no otherwiſe than for the Power the Law had 
given her over her, ſhe bent now her whole Study how to 
he thoroughly convinced of the Truth of this ambiguous 
Affair had there been the leaſt room to doubt ſhe 
would have concluded D' Eftival, was not the Perſon ſhe 
met in the Park, but the improbability there was, that 
any one ſhould take his Name upon him, would not 
ſuffer ſuch a Thing to enter into her Head what 
moſt confounded her, was, to fee the Letter ſhe had wrote 
to him in her Mother's Hand!>———ſhe could not 
think he had ſacrificed it to her by the Behaviour of 
them both, much leſs now believe they were married, 

as the ſuppoſed D' E/tival had conſeſſed to her the Night 
Es whole Buſineſs was indeed too puzzling 
for a Woman of a much better Capacity than Mada- 
moiſelle D* E/bicux to comprehend, and as ſhe could not 
fathom it herſelf, ſhe reſolved to try once more her 
Power over her Lover to unriddle it if poſlible. 

Monfieur Deflourne aux in the mean Time reproached 
himlelf, that he had not made better uſe of the Oppor- 
tunity that young Lady had. afforded him, and alſo that 
he had been ſo imprudent to ſuffer the Secret of his 
private Marriage to be fifted by her. Had I taken the 
Advantage, ſaid he to himſelf, which the Night and 
her kind Advances in propoling a Meeting, gave me, 
I might eaſily have become Malter of her Perſon and 
Fortune the Girl to whom I have unadviſedly 
tied myſelf, would for a {mall Portion been content to 


have renounced all Claims to me, and every Difficulty, 
under 
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under which I at preſent Labour, would have been 
removed. ati: s „ 332 

To retrieve therefore what he imagined nothing but 
his on ill Conduct had deprived him of, he reſolved to 
vitit Madamoiſelle D' Elbiezx, and pretend that all he had 
conſeſt to her the Night before, was only a Stratagem to 
diſcover how far he might have gained on her Affection, fo 
having convinced his Wife that it would be for her on In- 
tereſt to deny their Marriage in caſe any Enquiry ſhould 
be made, he ſet himſelf torth with all the advantages 
Dreſs could beſtow, and went to the Caſtle. | 

The Counteis De N. „and her Daughter, both 
in a very ill Humour, were juſt ſet down to Table, 
when Word was orought that Monheur Deflourneaux 
was come to wait upon them, and neither of them 
ſuppoſing they had any Reaſon to be offended with him, 

rders were given for his Admittance. 

Madamoiſelle D* ZE /Zieax was in too ſullen a Diſpo- 
ſition to receive him with any Part of that Gaiety ſhe 
was accuſtomed to do, on the Account of his fatirical 
Vein of Converſation; but the Counteſs on the contrary 
ſeemed extremely glad of bis Company, ſhe knew that 
Monſieur D' Efi:val had an Averſion to him, and in the 
Humour ſhe now was, that was a ſufficient Motive for 
her treating him with the greateſt Complaiſance: As he 
was naturally vain he grew very much elated with the 
Reception given him by the Mother, and as for the 
Daughter's Coldneſs it did not at all ſurprize him, becauſe 
he looked upon it as the Effect of their laſt Converſation, 
which he ſhould ſoon ſet right again He was 
impatient for an Opportunity of entertaining her to that 
End, nor was it long before the Counteſs obliged him 
with one, ſhe perceived her Daughter did not like his 
Company, and to mortify her, made ſome Pretence to 
retire as ſoon as Dinner was over and left them to- 
gether. 0 


Deflourneaux on this loſt not a Moment, but began 
to addreſs Madamoiſelle D' EIbieux, with all the rheto- 
rick: he was capable of, which ſhe receiving with Diſ⸗ 
Gain, I fee, Madam, ſaid = _ the Severity you treat 

me 
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me with, is oweing to the Folly I was guilty of laſt 
Night, in pretending to you 1 was married; but ] beg 
you will be aſſured 1 meant it no otherwiſe than as a 
Jeit, and had you ſtayed but a Moment longer 1 ſhould 
have convinced you of it. Iheſe Words made her ſtart, 
but not being yet well able to comprehend the Myſtery, 
what do you mean, cried ſhe haſtily ? what Concern is it 
of mine, whether you are married, or not? How, 
Madam, replied he, with an Air of Aſſurance, you 
ſeemed to be of another way of Thinking when I had the 
Honour of your Company laſt Night. My Com- 
pany, interrupted the, laſt Night, where for Heaven's 
Sake————ycu are certainly run Mad, or think to 
divert me with croſs Queſtions ; but I am not in a Hu- 
mour at preſent to laugh at your Wit, ſo would have you 
reſerve it for others, that may think it more agreeable. 

As bold as Monhteur Defleurneaux was, theſe Words 
quite confuunced him, but recovering himſelf in a Mo- 
ment, and pul'ing the Letter out of his Pocket, which 
had been brought him, inſtead of that the Counteis had 
intercerted, I have heard, ſaid he, of ſome Ladies who 
have denied a verbal Aſfignation, but thought none would 
have done it, where their own Hand could be produced 
as an Evidence againſt them. 

On this ſhe caſt her Eyes on the Letter, and to her 
great Aſtoniſument found in it the ſame Words ſhe hal 
written o vi excepting the Time and lace of meet- 
ing altered; tuis made her examine it with more Attention, 
and ſhe then found it was her Mother who had put 
this Trick upon her. She was yet however far from 
getting any Light into the Bottom of this Adventure — 
the could caſily imagine that the Counteſs had contrived 
this Interview on purpoſe to perplex her, but then ſhe 
could not account for having accuſed Monſieur D* Hi val. 
with having been in the Park, and of ſaying thoſe 
Things which ſhe now found had been ſpoke by 
D flrurneaux. All the Satisfaction he could give her in 
ths Point was, that ſuch a Letter had been brought to 
him by a young Country-Man, and that he complied 
with the Summons, and then repeated to her all me 

| Particular: 
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Particulars of their Converſation he was now 
well aſſured that he did not deceive her; but was fo 
enraged at finding herſelf thus outwitted and expoſed, 
that ſhe could not help venting her Fury, on him who 
had been no way guilty of her Vexation. 

The Counteſs heard all thss from an adjacent Room, 
and the whole Affair, being now no longer a Riddle to 
her, and D'Efttval quite cleared of what the had accaſed 
him, thought the Miſtake fo whimſical, that ſhe returned 
to Defourneaux, and her Daughter laughing prodigiouſſy. 
He imagined by her Mirth, that ſhe had laid this Con- 
trivance on Purpoſe to turn him into Ridicule, and be- 

an to convince the Counteſs how much he thought him- 

f affronted by telling her this ſhould be the laſt Viſit 
he would make her ; but this Lady, who was naturally 
complaiſant, and befides, fearing if he ſhould divulge 
this Adventure, it might occcafion ſome Diſcourſe to the 
prejudice of her Daughter's Expectation, endeavoured to 
pacify him, and told him that he was no otherwiſe con- 
cerned in the Affair, than by a Miſtake, which had been 
owing meerly to chance She confeſs'd alſo that 
ſhe had made uſe of a little Stratagem, in order to puniſh 
ſome Errors in the Conduct of Madamoiſelle D' EBieux, 
and faid enough to let this young Lady into the Myſtery 
of every Thing, which perfectly reſtored D* Eftival to 
her good Opinion, and as he was the molt conſtant of 
all that had pretended to her, and ſhe in her Heart was 
molt inclined alſo to favour him, from that Moment ſhe 
began to take a Reſolution of rewarding what he had 
ſuffered for her ſake. 

An Opportunity ſoon preſented itſe!f- the Cound 
teſs being ſenſible of the Injuſtice of her Behaviour to 
Monſieur D' Eftival, thought herſelf obliged to acknow- 
ledge her Error, and invite him to the Caſtle again. 
As he truly loved Madamoiſelle D* Elbieax, he 
had quitted it with infinite ReluQance, and was equally 
tranſported at returning to it again without appearing of 
too mean and abject a Diſpoſition accordingly 
he came the next Day, and this ſhort Abſence i rved 
only to make him appear more amiable in tue Eyes of 


his A 


230 TheVirtuous Villager ; or, 


his Miſtreſs than he had ever done before this little 
Interruption of his V ifits. | 

He renewed his Addreſſes with greater Fervency than 
ever, and was fo fortunate, if the obtatuiag ſuch a 
Wife can be called ſo, as to engage from her a promiſe 
of marrying him the Counteſs convinced of the 
neceſſity there was of her being diſpoſed of, fince ſhe had 
given ſuch a Proof of her Diſpoſition to intriguing as 
her late Sally, made no Difficulty of conſenting to the 
Match, on which the Nuptials were celebrated with all 
convenient Speed, and for the firit few Days, nothing 
could be more happy than the new married Pair. The 
Behaviour of Madamoiſelle D' E/5ieux ; now Madam 
D' Eftival was ſo changed for the better, that the whole 
Family were aſtoniſhed and bleſſed the Occaſion; but 
their Joy was ſhort lived, her Humour was {lll the 
ſame and ſoon exerted itſelf, with greater Vehemence if 
poſſible than ever. 

This Harmony had not laſted above fourteen or 

f fifteen Days, when one Morning as ſhe was riting ſhe 
| * bad her Woman to give Orders that the Coach and Six, 
with all the Equipage, ſhould be got ready. Monſieur 
D' Eftival aſked her with a great deal of Complaiſance, 
if ſhe intended to dine abroad ? Yes, anſwered 
ſhe, in a cool and unconcerned Air, and ſup too 
I am going to Paris: to Paris! cried he amazed 
Ay, reſumed ſhe, I am tired of the Country, where 
one ſees nothing new, and can ſupport it no longer 
pardon- me, my Dear, ſaid he, I cannot think you are 
in earneſlt—————[ am ſure you have too much good 
Senſe to take ſuch a Journey with ſo much Precipitation, 
and without conſulting your Mother, and hearing her 

inion I hope, anſwered ſhe in the moit haughty 
Tone ſhe could affume, I have too much good Senſe 
not ſo look upon myſelf as an Infant, or to aft 
any one's Advice in what I have an Inclination to do 
it would be very extraordinary indeed if I ſhould marry 
to be a Dependant on the Humour of any body. What 
I faid, anſwered he, was not intended to give you room 
to imagine I ſhould wiſh you were ſo—you certainly 
are and ever ſhall be the Miſtreſs of your own — 
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but there are Difficulties in this Step, which 
perhaps you have not conſidered you know we 
have no Houſe at Paris, nor ſince our Marriage have 
yet had an Opportunity to order one to be prepared for 
us, and I know not were you can lodge in a manner 
befitting you leaſant enough, cried ſhe, with a 
Laugh, which had more in it of IIl- nature and Con- 
tempt than Mirth ; as if I could be at a loſs for a 
Habitation to my Mind in ſuch a Place as Pari 
do not imagine, I beſeech you, that all the wiſe Things 
you can utter ſhall be any hindrance to my Journey— 
No, no, I ſhall ſet out immediately, and no body ſhall 
prevent me I have contrived how to manage at 
my Arrival, and don't ſtand in need of any Direc- 
tions. 

But, ſaid the Huſband, beginning now to be ſtung a 
little at this Treatment ; do youthink it becomes a Perſon 
of your Birth, to leave your Relations in ſo abrupt a 
manner? I give myſelf no Paint about that, replied ſhe, 
ſo all your Arguments are anſwered. 

Monſieur D' Eftival was going to make ſome Anſwer, 
and, perhaps ſuch a cne as would have ſhewn he was 
not of a Temper to countenance ſuch Extravagancies, 
when a Lady, who happened to be a Viſiter at that 
Time at the Caſtle, came to wiſh Madame D' Eftival 
a good Morning, came in and prevented any ' farther 
Diſcourſe on that Subject. | 

At ſirſt, they talked only on indifferent Affairs, 
when all on a ſudden, without the leaſt Preparation or 
Connection with what had been ſaid before, pray, Madam, 
cried the Wife of D* Efiival what is your Opinion of a 
Huſband who glories in playing the Tyrant over his 
Wife, and takes a Pleaſure in contradicting her in every 
thing? The Lady was extremely ſurprized at this 
Queſtion, as well as at the abrupt manner it was uttered 
in, and gueſſing there was already ſome little Pique 
between them, anſwered, that ſhe did not think any 
Man was fo unreaſonable. I will ſoon convince you 
then of your Miſtake, reſumed Madam D' Eftieal, 
Pointing to her Huſband with an Air full of Deriſion, 
chat worthy Perſon is of the Number——Ihaye an In- 
| clination 
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Tlination to go to Paris, have indeed ſome Buſineſs there, 
and I aſked his permiſſion for the Journey ; nay, even 
| it in the moſt tender and obliging Terms, yet he 
is 10 cruel to refuſe me, pretends he has a Right to 
keep me Priſoner here, and will not ſuffer me to ſtir a 
Step without he is the firſt that propoſes it is not 
this playing the Tyrant ? [ little expected ſuch 
"Treatment from a Man that pretended to adore me, 
and whoſe ſuperior I am in Birth and Fortune [ 
am fo provoked, that I know not to what Lengths his 
Barbarity may tranſport me. 

The Aſtoniſhment Monſieur D* Efiival was in to hear 
himſelf thus falſly accuſed before his own Face may 
more eaſily be conceived than expreſſed | kaow 
not, Madam, what you mean, faid he to his Wite, with 
a Voice interrupted by Paſſion, but this I know very 
well, that no other Anſwer is due to you than ſuch a one 
as I do not chuſe to give any Woman, much leſs my 
Wife [leave you therefore to repent fo vile a Piece 
of Forgery, and reflect what Attonement you ought to 
make me for it. 

With theſe Words he flung out of the Chamber, 
and went directly to the Counteſe's Apartment 
the Diſorder he was in was too percæivable for her not 
to take Notice of it, and on her enquiring the Occaſion, 
he readily related the whole Affair to her; it would have 
been ridiculous for ner to have attempted any Juſtification 
of her Daughter's Behaviour, but as there was nothing 
In it, ſhe did not forice from a perſect Knowledge of 
her capricious Humour, ſhe neither was nor affected to 
be ſurprized, and told him that ſhe was extremely ſorry 
for what had happened, and aſſuced him ſhe would 
take proper Meaſures to prevent any Provocations of tue 
like Nature for the future. Monſicur D*' Efival thanked 
her, and was glad ſhe undertook to bring fo untameable 
a Creature to Realon, rather than himfelf, who he now 
to his great Misfortune, found had but little Influence. 
To avoid beiig even within bearing of the Clamour, 
which he doubted not would enſue, he took More, and 
went to dine at a Friend's Houſe about three Miles 
diſtant, hoping at his tethrk to find all things quiet, * 
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his Wife in a better Humour, and poſſibly concerned for 
having given him this Proof what ſhe could be 'on 
Occahon. | | | 
But alas! he was yet far from being acquainted with 
all the Extravagancies his Wife was capable of 
the Counteſs her Mother, received no other Anſwers, 
than diſdainful ones for her Advice the other told 
her ſhe was no longer under her Direction, and would 
act in every thing as ſhe herſelf thought proper 
it was in vain that this ill treated Parent remonſtrated 
to her that to go without her Huſband's Content, or even 
without his Company, as they were ſo lately married, 
would render her liable to Ceaſure and that to 
diſoblige a Man of his Character, was both wicked 
and weak ; her Reply ſtill was, that ſhe would be under 
no Subjection, and that ſhe ſaw no Reaſon for the pre- 
tended Superiority of Men, who, tho' the molt fawming 
abject Creatures in the World before Marriage, no 
ſooner became Huſbands, than they fancied themſelves 
Maſters, and uſurped an Authority which neither became 
them nor was their due———that it other Women fſub- 
mitted to ſo fooliſh a Cuſtom, ſhe would not. And 
added, that if a Journey to Paris was even diſagreeable 
to her, ſhe would take it, becauſe he had oppoſed it, 
and that ſhe was determined to proceed in this manner 
with him all her Life. | | 
The Counteis provoked not only at her 'Obſtinacy, 
but the little Regard the paid to herſelf, ſaid ſome 
Things that Rung her to the Quick ; the other returned 
the Sarcaſms, and Words grew very high between them, 
an old Servant, who had attended Madam 
D'Ejiival from her Infancy, for only entreating ſhe 
would remember it was her Mother that ſpoke, was 
immediately turned out of Door. the other Ser- 
vants finding a Perſon whote long and faithful Services 
cemanded 1ome Love and Reſpect, was diſcharged, 
knew they mult expect the ſame Fate, if they Thould 
cfter to delay the Commands of their imperious Miſtreſs, 
ſo went about preparing for the Journey with ſuch 
Alacrity, that in an Hour every Thing waseady. 
Madam 
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Madam D' Ei val being informed of it threw her. 
ſelf into the Coach, and tho' her Mother condeſcended 
ſo far as to follow her to the Door, and even entreat 
her to confider what ſhe was about, yet ſhe was deal to 
every Thing, and ordered the Coachman to drive away, 
The Counteſs was exceſſively provoked, the 
young Lady before mentioned as a Viſiter quite amaz'd, 
and the whole Family in the utmoſt Conſte rnation at 
her Obſtinacy, all imagining, with good Reaſon, that 
this was not the laſt Trial to which ſhe would put the 
Patience of her Huſband. 

Her Mother thinking ſhe ought in Juſtice to acquaint 
Monſteur D' EHiv with what had paſled, diſpatched 
one of her Servants with a Letter to him immediately : 
He remounted his Horſe on the Reception, alarmed be- 
yond Meaſure, to hear his Wife had puſhed her [r- 
diſeretion fo far as to go not only without his Conſent, but 
even without ſeeing him before her Departure, aſter the 
Diſpute they had with each other this ſeemed fo unkind 
and ſo contemptuocs withal, that if he could not bring 
himſelf preſently to hate her, it was becauſe he had 
loved her with a more than ordinary Paſſion. 

The Counteſs allowed his Reſentment to be jult, and 

offered to make no Apology for her offending Daughter, 
but on the contrary commiſerated his Misfortune, and 
perſuaded him to take Poſt and follow her, endeavour 
to overtake her at Night, and if he could not prevail 
upon her to hear Reaſon, to exert the Power of a Hus - 
band and bring her back by Force. 
This Advice was too conformable to his own Opinion, 
for hint not to follow it He immediately ſent for 
Poſt-Horſes, and came up with her in a little more 
than four Hours : She was juſt entring a Viilage, when 
ſhe perceived him; but far from being daunted at his 
Preſence, or any way wavering in her Reſolution, ik 
contrived to get rid of him, by one of the moſt wicked 
and ſhameleſs Stratagems that ever was invented. 

When he came to the Coach-fide, and ſpoke to her, 
- ſhe pretended not to know him, and threatened that — 
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he did not leave her and about his Buſineſs, ſhe 
would declare he came to offer ſome Violence to her 
all the Time he was ſpeaking, ſhe flill called out to 
the Coachman to drive faiter, but being under a neceſ- 
ſty of ſtopping in the Village, having tired the Horſes 
ſo much, that they could not have gone much further 
without baiting, the Huſband thought it beſt to ſay no 
more to her till ſhe alighted, and as ſoon as he ſaw ſhe 
was in the Houſe, came up to the Door; but on his 
advancing to enter was met by two or three Men, who 
with great Clubs ſeemed to guard the Paſſage, and aſked 
him what he wanted II am come, ſaid he, to dine 
with my Wife, what Impertinence is here ?—con- 
tinued he dijmounting, ſome of you take care of my 
Horſe. 

The Man who kept the Cabaret, and was the Perſon 
who aſked this ridiculous Queſtion, had juſt received his 
Inſtructions from Madam D' Efiival, who told him ſhe 
had been purſued by a mad Man, who was in love with 
her, and ſo outrageous, that he fancied himiei'f married 
to her, he is juſt behind me, added ſhe, and | charge you 
to hinder him from coming into the Houſe, for if he 
does, there muſt inevitably ſome Miſchief happen. 

As ſhe came in a Coach and Six, with ſuitable Equi- 
page, and Monſieur D*Efival on a Poſt-Horſe and no 
Attendants, what ſhe ſaid was readily believed, and the 
Matter of the Cabaret preſently called all his People about 
him, and oppoſed the injured Huſband's entrance, in the 
manner already mentioned. Finding he had quitted his 
Horfe, and was making his way into the Houſe, they 
told him there was no Room for People in his Condi- 
tion that they were ſorry for him; but he mult 
not think to diſturb a Lady of Quality, who did them 
the Honour to call there, and bad him endeavour to com- 
po'e himſelf and go quietly away. 

It is impoſſible to ay, whether the Aſtoniſhment or 
Rage of Monſieur DU F//ival was greateſt to hear him- 
ſelf thus treated, the iatter, however, mace him draw 
his Sword, and attempt to force a Paſſage z but their 
Clubs ſoon rendered that Weapon ineffectual ; it was 
preſently 


a wit < +"S 
5 * TEE” . | 


£36 The Virtuous Villager ; or, 


preſently broke, and he received ſeveral Blows in the 
Skirmiſh, the Maſter of the Houſe and his People calling 
cut for help all the Time, and ſaying they would manage 
him for coming there to play his mad Pranks. The 
whole Village was gathered about them in an Inſtant, 
and had it not been for the interpoſition of the Pariſh 
Prieſt, who came running among the reit, to know the 
occaſion of this Uproar, the unfortunate D* Zftival 
might have been almoſt murdered. It was in vain for 
him to proteſt he was really ſo unhappy as to he the 
Huſband of that wicked Woman, Who was all the 
Tame at the Window laughing, and highly diverted to 


ſce the Reception he met, not a Creature there but im- 


n agined him to be really diſtracted, and by the Advice cf 
tie Prieſt, and ſome of the Heads of the Village they 
laid hold of him, and in ſpite of all he could urge car- 
ried him to the Priſon, in order to ſecure him from 
doing any Miſchief, till they ſhould hear who his 
Friends were, that they might be ſent to, to take care 


of him i ſome of the Clowns diverting themſelves 
-at his Extravagarcy as they thought it, and others 
pity ing him as they went along. | 


In the mean Iime, thoſe who attended Madam 
D' ftival were ſhocked at this Behaviour, and one of 
them in particular, took the Liberty to tel her, he was 
amazed to fee the ſhouid put ſuch a Trick on fo worthy 
a Gentieman, and her Huſband ; on whick ſhe turned 
him away immediately, and told him, that if he dared 
to mention this Adventure, or offer to contradict what 


ſhe had ſaid, ſhe would find a way to make him repent 


his Sawcynels, 

But this Menace did not intimidate the Fellow. 
he went and expoſtulate with the Prieſt, and ſeveral 
others of thoſe who had been Inſtrumental in carrying 
Monficur D' Eftival to Priton : He aſſured them, that he 
was really the Huſband of that Lady who had ſeen hin 
uſed ſo unmercifully, and fo far from being mad, that 
he was one of the moit ſober and worthy Gentlemen in 


the World ; but they were all prejudiced in Favour of 


the Lady, as indeed believing it impoſlible a Wore 
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ter Figure could be guilty of ſo abominable an 
Action. 3 

The honeſt Servant provoked at their Obſtinacy, a 
reſolved to ſerve his Maſter if poſſible, rode immediately 
back to the Caſtle, andacquainted the Counteſs De N— 
with the whole Proceeding, who afflicted beyond mea» 
ſure at ſo horrible a Conduct in her Daughter, ſet out 
the next Morning by break of Day, in order to procure 
the ſuppoſed mad Man his Liberty. | 

The Prieſt, the Inn-keeper, and indeed the whole 
Village were terribly alarmed, when they found by the 
Counteſs, who was known to ſome of them, the indif- 
cretion their Credulity had made them guilty of : They 
entreated Pardon in the moſt ſubmiſſive Terms of Mon- 
heur D* Efiva!, who not caring the Adventure ſhould 
make too mu h Noiſe in the World forgave them, but 
tho* he thanked the Countels for the Trouble ſhe had 
given herſelf, told her chat he would never ſee her 
Daughter more, or if poſſible even hear her mentioned— 
ihe had nothing to offer by way of appeating his Reſent- 
ment, on the contrary ſhe owned it was but too juſt, and 


agreed to caſt her off as a Daughter, as he did as a 
Wite. : 
m 


of But what Prodigies cannot Love effect how 
a; eaſily are Injuries, tho' of the moſt bitter Nature for- 
Wy given where the Heart takes the Offerder's Part !—— 
od ins indeed puniſhing ourielves too much, to be angry 
ad with thoſe who are very dear to us, and human Nature 


"at ſeeks but its own Falſe in this Particular. The geod 
ent denſe. of Monſieur D*' E/iva/ indeed would not ſuffer hm 

to think ſhe merited anv Part of the Tendernels he had 
uu. for her, and for a Time, whoever mentioned a Recon- 
ciiation were ſure to receive ſuch Anſwers as made 
them ſoon give over their Mediation. 

In the mean Time Madam D* E/#ival enjoyed all the 
Pleatures of having gained her Point; but at Length 
growing weary of Paris, and beginning to refleR, that 
2 Woman of Condition makes but an odd Figure in be- 
ing ſeparated from her Huſband, ſhe vouchſafed to make 
ome Overtures to him, which he at firſt rejected 


with 
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with a Diſdain, worthy of the Wrongs he had received 
be more Difficulty ſhe found, the more eager 
ſhe was; and in ſpite of the Haughtineſs of her Tem- 
eer, deſcended to Submiſſions, which he could never 
have expected from her; theſe Condeſcenſions making 
him hope, ſhe was entirely changed and truly penitent, 
he again received her with a Promiſe, never to reproach 
her with what, ſhe ſaid, nothing but Youth and Inex- 
perience had made her guilty of; and which ſhe ſwore 
to attone for by her future Condud to preſerve her in 
this Temper, he treated her, if poſlible, with more len- 
derneſs than before this Breach, and, in fine, ſeem'd to 
make it the whole Study of his Life to oblige her; but 
the Return he received at laſt for all this Indulgence, 
ought to render her the Object of Deteſtation to her 
whole Sex, ſince it may poſſiby deter other Huſbands, . 
from behaving with Mildneſs to their Wives, for fear 
they ſhould be encouraged by it, to act as ſhe did. 
About Three Months aſter this Reconciliation, Ma- 
dam D* Eftival proved with Child: The Counteſs De 
N— inſtead of rejoicing, as moſt Women do, in 
the hope of being a Grandmother, was very much 
troubled, not doubting, after the Experience ſhe had cf 
ber Daughter's Humour, but that ſhe would make her 
Pregnancy an Excuſe for a thouiand capricious Fancies, 
that would be tormenting not only to her Huſband, but 
to ever body elſe that came near her; but poor Mon- 
ſeur D*Eftival, whole Love had caſt a Mitt before his 
Eyes, except when ſome very flagrant ill Humour a 
little diſſipated it, was under no ſuch Apprebenſions; his 
Tenderneſs redoubled, and he was all "Tranſport at the 
News ; the Pleaſure of being the Father of a legitimate 
Offspring, molt certainly exceeds all others; but, alas! 
full dearly did he pay for t————?1l that the Coun- 
tels's Imagination had ſugyeite.! to her, was more than 
accompliſh'd, and Madam PZ Ejtival immediate'y 
gave into ſuch Extravagancies, as one would think no 
Woman that was not totally deprived of Reaſon, could 
have been guilty of. | 1 
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To ſay nothing of her Longings, which were for al- 
moſt every thing to which ſhe could give a Name, whe- 
ther poſhble to be procured or not; ſhe affected to take 


Diſguſts ſometimes to one Acquaintance, ſometimes to 
another, which mult accordingly be ſorbid the Houle ; till 


Monheur D' Eftival in time, was obliged to baniſh all 


his Friend — one Day all the Servants in general 
were di:charged, and others taken in their Places, the 
next they were turned out again, and the former reſtored 
the Furniture of the Kooms were allo continually 
changed, nothing but pulling down and putting up 
ſelling one thing and buying another, which was no 


that ſhe had exchanged for it in fine, always reſt- 
leſs and impatient herfelf, ſhe tired every one about her; 
yet no one durſt preſume to contradict her or complain. 

Monteur ©" E/ival was ready to comply with 


. Hack * : | 
every fantaitick VV him that came into her Head, and as 


ke jet the Lxample, all that belong'd to them were 
obliged to follow it. 


it ou d be endlels to recite the many Ways ſhe in- 


| yented to create Diiquiet, to Whoever was fo unhappy 
. as to be in the way of it; but J cannot omit giving 
one Inhance of her Behaviour, which, indeed, may 
ſerve as a Specimen of the reit. 


4 Monſieur D* Eftivel/ had been from his Youth ac- 
: quainted with a Capuchin, a Man, who being deſcended 
i of one of the belt Families in Piovence, had renounced 
x with the Gaieties of the World a very handiome Eſtate; 
5 and who for his great Learning, as we'll as exemplary 
1 Lite, was highly eſteemed by all who had the Pleaſure 
ne of knowing bim: 'To add to his other excellent 
* Qualitcations, ke was a Man of ſingular Good: nature, 
bY and had nothing of that Aulterity, which inſtead of 


making Religion amiable, gives it a diſagreeable Air, 
tather torbidding than inviting to its Embraces. 

This Reverend Father, Monſieur D* Efiival was fo 
unfortunate as to bring with him Home one Day to 
Dinner, many Friends happened to be there at the ſame 
time, and every one was charm'd with the elegant Diſ- 
courſes 


ſooner fixed, than it became as offenſive to her Eyes as 
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courſes he cntertain'd them with. The miſchievous 
Madam D'Efiival, perceiving the high Reſpe& paid to 
him, + thought of nothing but how to turn the good 
Humour and Pleaſantry of this Company into Vexation, 
At laſt, as no one had more wicked Wit, ſhe be. 
thought herſelf of the Means ; the Capuchin had a very 
long and venerable Beard, and ſhe imagin'd, he was not a 
little fond of it, by his frequently ſtroaking it while he ha- 
rangu'd the, Company; ſo as Le was in the midit of a 
long Story, he had heen requelted to relate, ſhe inter- 
rupted him, by pulling him by the >leeve, and ſaying, 
Father Raphael, how much longer do you deſign to 
wear that Beard the Abruptneſs of ſuch a Queſ. 
tion a little diſconcerted the good Man; but without 
ſeeming much moved, my Lite, Madam, anſwer'd he, 
is in the Hands of the Almighty, who alone knows 
when he ſhall be pleaſed to reſume it talk 
not of your Life ; but of your Beard reſumed ſhe pee- 
viſhly ; I want to know if you are not tired with wear. 
ing it ſuch a length of Time, and would not be glad 
ſome Friend would rid vou of it? No, Madam, faid 
he, little ſuſpecting her Deſign in aſking that Queſtion, 


I hope to preſerve it as long as I live. I am very 


certain I ſhall never conſent to part with it, and [ 
ſcarce think any one will have the ill Manners, not to 
ſay Impiety, to attempt to deprive me of it by Force. 
Why not, cry'd Madam D' EHu ? would yon be 
leſs the venerable Man you are, without that odious 
Beard ? | am ſurprized a Man of the good Senie 
ou are taken for, ſhould ſet your Heart on Trifles. 
Monkeur D* E/;val, the Counteſs, and all who knew 
the Temper of this Woman, trembled for the Conſequence 
of ker concerning herſelf about the Beard; but, Fattier 
Raphael, u ho little ſuſpected what was in her Read, 
turning to ſome of the Company, was beginning to re- 
ſume the Diſcourſe her impertinent Queſtion had oblig'd 
him to break off; when Madam D'Eftival cryed out, 
well, I wiſh I had never {cen that Beard. I am 
with Child, and it may be fatal to me, if I have not 


the handling of that Beard, 
Impot: 
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Impoſſible was it for the graveſt Perſon at the Table, 
to forbear laughing immoderately at theſe Words; but 
the poor Capuchin was both confounded and aſhamed ; 
however, his good Breeding got the better, and making 
a very low Bow, Madam, faid he, as much as I hav: 
hitherto priz'd my Beard, I ſhould be now grieved t) 
have ever worn it, if to the Prejudice of a Lady for 
whom I have the utmoſt Eſteem ; but as your Lady- 
ſhip's Deſires tend only to the handling it, J fee no Ne- 
ceſſity for its being cut off to yield you that Satisfac- 
tion, fince you are at liberty to treat it as you pleale, 
excluſive of the Razor. That's all I aſk, cry'd ſhe, 
and immediately roſe from her Seat, and ſtood before 
the Capuchin, who preſented his Chin to her with all 
Humility. Every body wondering all the Time what 
would be the Effect of ſo whimſical a Fancy. 

The Scene was certainly very diverting ; you are ex- 
ceeding good, dear Father, cry'd Madam D* Eftival, I 
have long'd theſe two Hours for a pluck at that reve- 


tend Beard, and your Complaiſance gives me a new 


Life ; theſe Words were accompanied with a Look ſo 
maliciouſly arch, which together with the modeſt Air 
the Capuchin put on, as ſhe approach'd, ſet the whole 
Company into a loud Laugh ;————but when ſhe 
ſeized the Beard with ſuch an Eagerneſs, as if ſhe did not 
delign to let go her Graſp eaſily, they were not able to 
contain themſelves ——— ſhe tugg'd at it with a Force, 
which was not a little painful to the good Father, and 
render'd him little able to endure the Mirth, he found 
her Behaviour excited; for the Love of God, Madam, 
{aid he, be more merciful, if you oblige me to gape in 
this manner, I ſhall have all the Owls about me fly in- 
to my Mouth. 

This Piece of Wit made thoſe that laugh'd aſhamed, 
that they had ſeemed diverted with the Humour of Ma- 
cam D* Eflival, but it had not the leaſt Effect on her; 


| for having now the Command cf the favourite Beard, 


the held it fait with one Hand, and with the ether be- 

gan to pull the Hairs up by the Roots, and that with 

do much Expedition, that Father Raphae/ not doubting 
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but ſhe would demoliſh his whole Beard in the fame 
manner, ſtarted from his Seat, and endeavouring to diſ- 
engage himſelf, threw the Lady on the Floor: Mon- 
ſieur O'EHivwal, the Counteſs, and, indeed, all in the 
Room, ran'es help her vp, and enquired if ſhe was hurt; 
no, anſwered ſhe, but I ſhall certainly expire, if 1 have 
not the whole Beard tern up by the Roots. Had any 
one been diſpoſed to gratifed her Humour in this Point, 
it would have been impoſſible; tor the Capachin, reſent. 
ing the Treatment he had received, no ſooner had his 
Canin at Liverty, than he very prudently made all the 
haſte he could out of the Room, with a full Reſolution 
rev er to come again into a Place, where he might be in 

Wer ns of ſeeing Madam D' E/tival. 
I nat Lady no fooner perceived! he had made his 
ſcape, than ſhe called to ler Huſband to run after 
him, 2 aud either bring him back, or tear his Beard eff; 
but all Monſieur D E/? vals Complailance to her, could 
not influence him fo far; on which ſhe fell into violent 
Fxclamations, told him ſhe was certain he deſired no- 
thing fo much as to tee her dead; and that he choſe 
rather to obiizea Ca ac hin, than his Wife to whom be 
ad ſuch great O vliga tions. Xfonſieur D*Efizal re- 
monſtrated to ker tle 2njuLice of her Requelt, begg'd 
her to conſider, that as the Father was ret blved not to 
part with his Beard; kow unreaſcnabie it would be to 
farce him to it; and that beſides it might be of very 
10 Conſequence, to offer a Violence of that Nature to 
a Perſon of his Order, and who was ſo great! y re! [pected 
5 the Church. The Counteſs ſaid much the ſame 
things, and all the Company Joined with them, to beg 
her to think no more of this unlucky Beard ; but no- 
thing was effectual to appeaſe her; ſhe von ed the would 
ſooner celiroy herielf and the Child ſhe was pregnant 
with, than be diſappointed-in a thing ſhe had ſo much 
ſet her Heart upon; and that if ſhe could not have the 
Beard, the leait Attonement ber Huſband could make 
hgr, was to revenge her on the brutal Capuchin, who 
had nct only de med the gratifying an Inclination fo 
natural to Women with Child; but had alſo, without 4 
2 


„„ 
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Reſpect due to her Birth, Sex or Condition, oppoſed 
his Strength againſt her Weakneſs, and thrown her on 
the Ground. 

Thus what at firſt ſeem'd only a Matter of Ridi- 
cule, had like to have to have turned out of the moſt 
ſerious Conſequence to Monſieur D' Eftival ; for being 
prevail'd upon by his Wife, to proſecute Father Raphael, 
for an Aſſault, he was near being calt with the Lois of 
all he was worth in the World. The Capuchint all 
over France, took the part of their Brother, and the 
Eccleſiaſtical Court gave it entirely on their Side; fo 
that had not the Friends of D'Eftiva/ made a very 

werful Intereſt, he would have repented as long as he 
lived, the engaging in an Aﬀair, which was only par- 
don'd in Conſideration of his Wife being frantick, and 


who it was alledged, had repreſented to him the Hurts 


ſhe pretended to have received, in a manner Cifferent 
from the Truth. 

Soon after this was concluded, Madam D* Eftival 
brought a Son into the World, who was born without a 
Peard, though ſome, to humour her, had leemed to ap- 
pretend the contrary Her Huſband retoiced ex- 
tremely at this Bleſſing from Heaven, flattering himleif 
that he was now at the End of all his Troubles, and 
that his Wife now made a Alother, would come to a 
more juſt way of thinking, and give him no farther Oc- 
caſion to curſe the Ceremony that united them; but h 
was ſadly miſtaken, a very ſhort time convinced him, 
that there was no End of his Miferv with a Woman of 
her Temper. 

One of The firſt Places ſhe appear'd in after her going 
abroad was at the Celebration of a Wedding, a young 
Lady one of her moit intimate Friends was married to 
a Count; and the Thoughts of being obliged ro give 


ace to the Bride, who was before her inferior, made 


this reſtleſs Woman quite belide bertelf, and nothing 
now would ſerve her, but being made a Marchioreſe, 
that ſhe might ſtill preſerve her Precedence. 

What a new and unfcrieen Affliction was this to Mon- 
ſieur D' Ei val, he endeavoured to convince her, that 
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ſhe ought not to indulge ſo inconvenient an Ambition, 
told her that his Eſtate was too ſmall to ſupport the 
Dignity of ſuch a Title; and that as he had never been 
in the Army, he ſhould be look'd apon as mad to ſolli- 
cite ſuch an Honour. On this ſhe flew into an Extre- 
mity of Rage, reproach'd him with having demean'd 
herlelf by marrying him, and ſaid, that as ſhe brought 
him a large Eſtate, ſhe would have Part of it fold to 
buy a Marquiſlate————it was in vain that the Coun- 
tels her Mother, and all the Relations on both Sides, 
uvied their utmoſt Efforts to get this Whim out of her 
Head nothing would pacify her, ſhe raved, 
throwed things about the Houſe, broke all that came 
near her, and, in fine, behaved like a Creature quite 
Ceprived of Reaſon ; but, Monſieur D' Eftival, till 
continuing inflexible, ſhe had recourſe to Artifice, fell 
into pretended Fits, ſeign'd herſelf ſick, did all that 
wiltul, wicked Woman could, but all to no Effect; 
* hich ſhe at length perceiving, ſhe reſolved to be re- 
venged, and to that Purpote ſtifled her Reſentment, 
leemed to grow eaſy in her Mind, and to have entirely 
jorgot all that had paſſed: In the mean time was form- 
ing a Stratagem, which had not Fortune aſſiſted her 
Huſband in the Diſappointment of, muſt have been his 
Deiiruction, , 

Happening to be walking one Morning in a fine 
Meadow adjacent to the Caltie, he met one of his Te- 
rants crofling hallily into the Road; on Monſevr 
D' Eftival's bidding him Good-morrow with his ac- 
cullom'd Aﬀability, the Fellow look'd earneſtly at him, 
ard ſeem'd troubled what's the Matter, ſaid D' E 
| tival, has any Misfortune befallen you? The other 
knowing, as the whole Country did, the Diſpoſition of 
Madam ZZ Eftival, could not forbear replying ; I know 
not whether what has happened to me juſt now, is for 
my good or ill, or what Conſequence my acquainting 
you with it may occaſion ;—PDD--—Qebut I cannot forbear 
ctting you know, I am ſent by your Lady to put a 
eiter into the Poſt, with a ſtrict Charge not to tell any 
tody of it; it being ſhe lays of ſuch Moment, hay — 

I ur 


Virgin's Victory. 245 
durſt not truſt the Care of it to any Servant ſhe has. 
Now, continued the Peaſant, methinks, you be- 
ing her Huſband ſhould not be a Stranger to the Con- 
tents, and if you think fit I ſhould carry it, I will make 
the beſt of my way, otherwiſe I think it is but honeſt 
to put it into your Hands. 

Monſieur D* Eftival, as he had reaſon, doubted not 
but there was ſome Myſtery contain'd in it, which it 
would be highly proper for him to. unravel. 0 
took the Letter, bidding the Man return to the Lady, 
and tell her he had punctually obeyed her Commands, 
and at the ſame time gave him a Lewis D'Or in re- 
compence of his Fidelity; exacting alſo from him, that 
he ſhould never divulge, either that he had been en- 
truited with fuch a Letter by her, or in what manner he 
had diſpoſed of it; all this the Fellow aſſured him of per- 
forming, and, indeed, was as good as his Word, Mon- 
eur D' Eflival being as much beloved, as his Wiſe was 
the contrary. 

This perplex'd Huſband was no ſooner alone, than he 
began to examine the Letter ; the very Superſcription of 
which had reaſon to alarm him, it being addreſſed to 
the firſt Miniſter of State; but infinitely more was he 


ſo, when aſter breaking the Seal, he found the Contents 
as follows. | | 


The LETTER. 


My Lord, 
OTHING could apolrgize for the Prefumption of 


encroaching on Moments fo precious as yours ; but the 

juft Concern of a faithful Wife, for the Honour and Safe- 
ty of a moſt beloved Huſhand. I have received 
certain Intelligence that Monſieur D' Eſtival, that Huf 
band who is fo truly dear to me, has accepted of ar Offer 
made to him, to engaze in a Foreign Service, and is new 
en the Point of laving the Kingdom. I knoww not on 
what Moti ves be has been prevaif'd upon, to Kerwe from 
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the Duty be owes his King and Country, and the Action 
be ence pretended to a iſe, ad has made bis Fortune; 


yet fo, my Lord, it is, and he will very ſoon quit all that 


cg to be dear to him for ever, if you do not in ter paß 


your Authority, to prevent a Misfortune I cannot hope 65 


I know it can be done by no other a 
than by ſecuring his Perſon. for a Time ; but, in that, per- 
haps, he may recover thoſe Sentiments of Loyalty and 
Love, which I once thaught were incapable of being in- 
terrupted by any Temptation wwhatever. How terrible 
is it to me become his Accuſer, yet would it be yet more 
cruel to keep Silence in ſuch an Affair ; befides, rend" ring 
myſelf in ſome Meaſure a Partaker in his Guilt. | 
Pity, therefore, I maſt humbly beſeech your Lordſhip, and 
ardon the incoherent Dictates, of a diſtracted and al- 
ae broken Heart. | | 


Jan, 
Ay Lord, 
With the greateſt Reſpec, 
Your Lordfhi p' 
Moſt humble and 
mel obedient Serwant 
A. D'EsT1var, 


As much as Madam D' EHi val had done to convince 
her Huſband ot the Miſchievouſneſs of her Diſpoſition, 
he could never have believed without this Teſtimony 
under her own Hand, that it would have carried her to 
ſach enormous Lengths. He perceived now that 
her. Deſign was to get him confined, and that while he 
was fo, having the Management of the Eſtate in her 
own Hands, ſhe would try all Methods of ſatisfying her 
Ambition. All the Remains of Love, which had 
hitherto picaded fo ſucceſsſully in her Behalf, this lai 
vile Action dillipated, and he came to a Reſolution af 
14 making 
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making himſelf eaſy once ſor all, which could be done 
no other way than by an eternal Separat:on. 

For this Purpoſe he imitated her Example, concealed 
his Reſentment, difſembled an Affection he no longer 
felt, and pretending the fudden Death of a Relation 
called him to Paris, took Poſt the next Day, and went 
to Ver/ailles, where being admitted to the Miniſter, le 
laid open his Grievance, and to prevent the Effect of 
any future Letter ſhe might ſend, produced that Which 
he had intercepted. The Stateſman, ſkill'd as he 
was in Stratagem, was amazed to find ſo much Artißce 
in a Female Breaſt ; and after being perfeR!y convinced 
of the Innocence of Monſieur D' Ei val, granted him 
his Protection. 

The next Step took by this unhappy Huſband, was 
to apply to Parliament for a Separation, w'uch he eaſily 
obtain'd on ſhewing the Letter, and proving it to be his 
Wite's Hand. 

Madam D' Ei val in the mean time was not idle, and 
though it was not in her power to præræs: dm irom car- 
rying his Point in this particular, ſhe was no lefs ſuc- 
ceſstful in another: As he, infatuated by his Love, had 
acknowledg'd in the Marriage-Articles, a larger Dower 
than he in reality received, in Order, as it was pretended 
by the Counteſs, to give the Match a greater Air in the 
Family; ſhe ſued in her Turn for a Separation of 
Eſtates real and perſona! ; alledging that her Huſband 
was a Gameſter and a Prodigal, and would ſquander a- 
way what belong'd to her and her Son. ——— All the 
Relations of her Father's fide, thought themſelves obliged 
to ſupport this Cauſe, and as they were very powerful, their 
Intereſt carried it; and Monſieur D' Ai val, was oblig'd 
to refund all he had receiv'd at Marriage, and to fell his 
own Fate, to make up the pretended Deficiency 


* 1 1 
* 


1 fad Warning to all Men, how they depend ſo much 
on the Love 0i a Woman above them, as not to ſecure 

lomething to themſelves in Caſe the Lide ſhould turn. 
Monſieur D' Ei val, however, did not appear great- 
ly dejected, the Wrongs he had ſuſtain'd procured him 
much Favour from the diſtinguiſhing ands truly wor- 
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thy Miniſter, that he has ſince given him a handſome 
Employment; on the Salary of which he lives, and 
with with more real Comfort, than he did in his late 
Grandeur, with a Woman of ſuch a vile Humour, as 
was that of his Wife. 


Thus did my Mother conclude her Hiſtory ;- and I 
cannot ſay, on reflecting how much I had ſufter'd from 
the Croeity and Malice of that Lady, that I was forry ſhe 
had proved to all the World, what I but too well knew 
ſhe was. | 

After this we fell into Converſation of ſeveral who 
lived in the Neighbourhood, and as my Mother natu- 
rally loved talking, ſhe entertained me with many things, 
waich I knew as well as herfelf, having happen'd be- 
foe I left her ; but this ſhe was ignorant of, and thought 
ſh2 did me a Pleaſure; by Accident having mention'd 
the Financier, who was the preſent Lord of the Village, 
I entreated ſhe would give me his Hiitory ; which ſhe 
did, beginning with his Intentions of marrying one of 
her Daughters, and tne Cccanon of breaking oft the 
Match ; but that Part my Readers are already ac- 
quainted with, ſo I ſhall omit all my Mother ſaid or 
it, and come to where ſhe mentioned his purchaſing 
the Lordihip cf the Village, and his Behaviour fince his 
living at the Caſtle ; which ſhe did with a Bitterne *, 
vw hich was not uſual with her; but I ſoon learned the 
Occaſion of it in theſe Words. 
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A Merry Adventure of Monſieur GRI“ 
PART, COLIN, and his Wife. 


Never had but three Children, ſaid my Mother, two 
Daughters, and a Son who died young————the 
Eldeſt of my Girls it was whom I have inform'd your 
Ladyſhip, was very near being the Bride of Monſieur 
Gripart ; the youngeſt, who though not altogether ſo 
beautiful as her Sitter is accounted very amiable ; ſne 
married one Colin a Farmer, but a young Man of tolle- 
rable good Senſe, and very honelt————they love each 
other, and I have the Satisfaction to ſee they live toge- 
ther with more Harmony and true Comfort, than is fre- 
quently the Portion of the Great. For ſome Months 
after their Marriage they remain'd with us, and it was 
during that time, that Monheur Gripart became Pro- 
prietor of the Caſtle.————He had not been long in 
the Neighbourhood before he became ridiculons by his 
Amours, which were ſometimes with his own Servants, 
and, indeed, he behaved with ſo much Indecency to all 
the young Women that came in his way, that his Pre- 
ſence was avoided with Deteſtation. All who were 
truly modeſt, or defired to be thought ſo, fled when- 
ever he appear'd, and ſhunn'd him like Infection. 

He was, indeed, very complaiſant to our Family, 
though the Inducement he had to it, was far from bein 
guets'd at by us. He ſent for my Huſband, —. 
having heard he once had the Care of the Caſtle-Gar- 
dens, told him, that if he would undertake the ſame Bu- 
ſinels again, he would allow him the fame Wages had 
been formerly paid by the Counteſs De N———=,The 
Propulal was too advantageous not to be accepted with 
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Joy ; but my Huſband declined living their altogether 
on the Account of his Family; but vent at Five o'Clock 
every Morning, and returned at Eight at Night. 

As ſoon as Monſieur Gripart had thus ſecured Joln 
B , Who he knew very well was not to be impoſed 
upon in any thing, where the Virtue or Reputation of 
thoſe belonging to him were concern'd; he came very 
often to our Houſe under various Pretences, ſometimes 
deſiring to reſt himſelf, being, he would ſay, fatigued 
with walking; at others, call to know if we could re- 
commend a Servant to him. for ſuch or ſuch a Place—— 
at firſt he ſpoke indifferently to me, and to my Daugh- 
ter ; but after coming a few times he took more upon 
him, and began to be more free with her, than was be- 
coming to a married Woman, and at laſt told her in 
plain Terms that he was jn love with her ;——>—>—==as ſhe 
is, Heaven be praiſed, very virtuous, ſhe rejected this 
Declaration with the Diſdain it merited, and ſolemnly 
proteſted, if he ever offer'd to talk to her any more on 
that Subject, ſhe would complain to her Huſband and the 
Curate. 

Gripart was too much a Coward, to be willing to 
cope with ſo luſty and reſolute a Fellow as Calin, and 
too covetous to be willing to come under the Rebuke 
of the Church, which ſeldom pardons without making 
the Delinquent pay pretty dear for his Offence ; ſo pro- 
miſled he would be more diſcreet for the future, and 
begg'd ſhe would not betray him; ſhe conſented to be 
ſtlent on that Condition, though leſs for his ſake than for 
her Huſband's Peace, who ſhe knew to be a little in- 
c ined to Jealouſy ; but, the Financier, was either 
too much enamoured, or too fooliſh to keep his Word; 
and as he durſt not ſpeak to her any more, he contrived 
a Scheme by which he hoped to compaſs his Deſgn, 
without expoſing himſelf to any Danger. 

He knew that Colin went every Week to a ſmall 
Town about four Leagues diſtance to fell his Corn, and 
and that he never came back the ſame Night; but was 
often oblig'd to ſtay two or three Days away, and on 
this Abſence he founded his Project, | 

| | Towards 


; * 
2. 


Towards the Evening of one Day, that my Son-in- 
Law was gone on his accuſtom'd Buſineſs; Gripart ſent a 


' Peaſant, whom by Bribes he made his Creature, to my 


Daughter. remember we were jaſt going to 
Supper, when the Fellow came in a vaſt Hurry, and 
told her ſhe muſt go with him immediately, that Celia 
had fallen from his Horſe, and being let Blood was 
obliged to ſtay at a Farm-Houſe in the Road, ſo deſited 
ſhe would make all the haſte ſhe could to him; in order 
to go on with the Waggon early the next Morning, to 
ſell the Corn for him. My pocr Girl, not in the leait 
ſuſpecting the Truth of wiat was told her, got up be- 


_ hind the Meſſenger, and truſted entirely to him to con- 


duct her. | 

It was two Hours after Dark when ſhe arrived at the 
Place, where ſhe expected to have found her Huſband ; 
but where in reality the baſe Gripart was waiting for her, 
now imagining himſelf fare of his Prey; having, in- 
deed, laid ſuch a Scheme for her Ruin, as nothing could 
have prevented from taking Effect. but the Interpolition 
of the all merciful and ever watchful Providence. 
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This Farm-Houſe, as the vile Tool of his Deſigns 


call'd it, was no other than a little obſcure Inn, where 
the meaner ſort of Travellers uſed ſometimes to bait : 


Gripart, to avoid being expoled, in Caſe any Diſappoint- 


ment ſhould happen, diſguiſed himſelf like a plain Coun- 


tryman, and had invented a Story plauſible enough, to 


make the People of the, Houle of his Party: Re told 
them, that being married to a young Woman for whom 
he had a very great Affection, he had cf late heard 
ſome Stories, which made him fearful her Conduct was 
not ſuch as it ought to be; but that not being willing to 
concemn her on a bare Report; he was reſol ved to make 
tryal of her, and to that End had pretended to go 
a Journey, that ſhe might think berfelf at Liberty to 
act as ſhe pleaſed ; and that he had now ſent for her to 
come there, in the Name of the Perſon with whom it 
was ſuſpected ſhe had too great an Intimacy. 


Og" 


ſaid the wicked Gripart, it ſhe comes it will be a con- 


vincing Proof g 


her Infidelity, and if thg refuſes I 
kw M 6 all 
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ſhall know to give the lye to thoſe who have ſpoke ill. 
of her. 

The Maſter and Miſtreſs of the Houſe approved very 
much of his*Proceeding, and on his telling them that, 
perhaps, his Wife on finding ſhe was difcovered, would 
cry out; they aſſured him, that neither themſelves nor 
any of their Family ſhould interfere between them, if he 
had a mind to correct her, it was none of their Bufineſs— 
and that they ſhould not be againſt his bringing her back 
to her Duty. Thus was every Obſtacle, that could 
be forſeen, removed from hindring the Perpetration ot 
his black Attempt. 6 

C-lin in the mean time happening to meet ſome Offi- 
cers, who were employed in furniſhing Proviſions for the 
Army, and on the Watch for the Corn-Waggons, ex- 
pefting to buy ſomewhat cheaper than in the Market 
told all his Wheat to them, and after drinking toge- 
ther, was on his return Home, overjoyed that he had 
diſpatch'd his Buſineſs fo ſoon. And deſign'd only to bait 
a little by the way, and then travel all Night, that he 
might reach the Village by the next Morning. 

The Inn where he ſtopp'd for Refreſhment, was the 
very ſame where Monſieur Gripart waited for my 
Davghter, and on his Arrival, found his Horſes were 
too much tired, the Waggon being that Day more than 


. erdinarily heavy loaded, to go any further; ſo on the 


Waggoner's Perſuafions, he contented to yield to Neceſ- 
ſity, and to lie there all Night, 

He was ſuting drinking with his Man by the Fire- 
ſide, when my Daughter came in: He was ſurprized to 
fee her, but ſhe, who expected him there, ran directly 
to him, and throwing her Arms about his Neck, ask' d 
him how he found himſelf, and ſaid he was in the 
wrong, not to be Bed after ſuch an Accident. 

W tat Accident, cry'd he, what do you mean 
your Words are as myſterious to me, as the ſight of you 
at this dime of Night, and ſo far from Home? Good 
God ! faid ſhe, did you not fall from your Horſe 


are you not bruiſed very much, and oblig'd to be let 


Blood ?-———-cid you not feud Joh Bigert the Vine- 
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Dreſſer to bid me come to you in all haſte: Prithee, 
continued ſhe, turning to the Man that brought her, who 
thought was juſt behind her, what did you mean by 
telling me ſuch an untruth ? But ſhe might have ſpared 
herſelf the trouble of aſking this Queſtion——the Fellow 
on his entrance, ſeeing Ce/ir, thought he ſhould make 
but a bad Figure in this Buſineſs if he were examined, ſo 
ran out of the Houſe as faſt as he could. 

Colin conſidered a little on it, and was convinced in 
his Mind, that this Contrivance to get his Wife abroad 
could not be made for nothing, and was reſolved to 
fathom the Bottom of it if poſſible ; in order to which he 
bid her fit down, while he went to watch what would 
enſue at the Gate———no body here knows us, faid he, 
nor has heard what paſt between us at your coming in, 
ſo when I am gone, you may aſk if there is no Company, 
or if they don't expect ſome body here, and by that 
means it's poſſible we may find out ſomething. My 
Daughter no leſs anxious than himſelf, promiſed to do 
her Part, and as ſoon as he was gone out of the Room, 
called for the Woman of the Houſe, and enquired of her 
according to her Huſband's Directions, but was anſwered 
by her, that having been abroad herſelf ſhe could nog. 
fay any thing to the Matter; but if ſhe pleaſed the. 
would fee. Gn this my Daughter obſerved ſhe went up 
Stairs, and ſoon after came down again, which as ſoom 
as ſhe was, ſhe whiſpered in her Ear, and bid her go up 
the Party was above very well, cried my Daugh- 
ter, and immediately tripped up Stairs, where ſhe was 
met by the wicked Gripart, who catch'd her in his 
Arms, crying now my pretty Peaſant I will be revenged 
on you, ſor all your Coyneſs———ſhe ſhrieked out, 
but as he had prepared the People, her Cries would 
have little availed, had not Colin, who ſuffered nothing 
of what paſſed to eſcape him, ſlew to her Relief, fo 
lowed by his Man both armed with Cudgels, which they 
did not fail to exerciſe with all their Might, on the 
Arms, Back, Legs, and every Part of the intended 
Raviſher, who fell upon his Knees, begging for * 


* 


* 
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but in vain; Calla would not be prevailed upon to 
deſiſt till he was no leſs weary with giving Blows, than 
the Criminal was fore with receiving them 
then leaning to reſt himſelf on his Cudgel, after loadin 

Gripart with all the opprobrious Names he could invent, 
he bethought himſelf of yet a farther Revenge, which 
was to bind him Hand and Foot, and in that Poſture 
carry him before the Curate, to be puniſhed as the eccle- 
ſiaſtick Court ſhould determine this was much 
more terrible to Gripart than all he had ſuffered 
he begged Colin not to carry Things ſo far as that, 
and offered a handſome Sum of Money, to be let depart 
quietly away; but Colin, who took a Pleaſure in tormen- 
ting him, would not ſeem to knyw him, tho' he did fo 
from the Moment he came up, and cried, you do well 
to think to impoſe upon mehere ſhould ſuch 
a Clown as you have the Gold you talk of ? in 
fine, he made ſuch a Jeſt of him, and at the ſame Time, 
appeared io poſitive in complaining to the Curate, that 
Gripart was at laſt obliged to acknowledge who he was, 
beg Co/in's Pardon in his own Name, and entreat him 
to accept of his Propoſal, which with ſome ſeeming 
—=__ he was at laſt prevailed on to take, and 
vith that Money ſoon after brought a Farm, on which 
they now live in a comfortable manner. 

Since this Adventure, Monſieur Gripart has behaved 
with more Decency to Women in general, and I dare 
Anſwer is ſufficiently cured of his Paſſion for my Daughter, 
who he now treats wherever he ſees her with a great deal 
of Reſpect, as alſo her Huſband, not daring to do 
any thing to diſoblige them for fear they ſhould cx- 

him 


My Mother concluded her little Narrative, with 
telling me it was on the Aeggunt of his Curioſity con- 
cerning me, that ſhe had gien me this Account of his 
L + Diſpoſition, in order that I might be upon my Guard 
1 8 I thanked her for her kind Caution, tho' ſhe was far 
4 from imagining how little need there was of it, being 
4 reſol ved to avoid as much as poſſible, a Man m_ 1 
- T * 
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knew but too well, and who, even tho' he ſhould not 
remember me for what I was, might take it into his 
Head to be troubleſome to me in the Perſon I aſſumed. 
The next Day I received my Goods, which Monſieur 
Melicaurt had ſent me, and with them a Letter, which 
cautioned me to be extremely careful how I ſaw any 
Strangers. He told me that the old Marquis was 
outrageous at my Flight that he had diſpatched 
Perſons all over the Kingdom to learn News of me, and 
to encourage their Diligence had offered a large Sum of 
Money, as the Reward of him who ſhould be ſucceſsful 
enough to find me Melicourt expreſt his Appre- 
henſions of my being diſcovered, and the Effects of the 
old Marquis's Reſentment to me, if ever I ſhould fall 
into his Hands, after having thus diſappointed his Ex- 
pectations He. informed me alſo, that ſuppoſing 
his Son was privy to my Departure, he intended ta. 
write to him, in order to compel him to diſcover 
the Place of my Retreat, or by his refuſing Com- 
pliance with that Command, to baniſh him for ever 
from his Preſence. How terrible this Intelligence was 
to me, any one who loves, and has ſuch Reaſon to fear 
for the beloved Object, may eaſily imagine——— Mets. 
court, however, aſſured me, that the Marquis, in ſe 
of his Indignation, expreſt a Concern, that I had not 
taken the Toylet with me, and faid he was very un- 
happy in being ſo little known to me————that he 
would by no means ſuffer the Effects I had left behind me: 
to be fold, in order to make up the Money he ha 
ſtowed upon me——— -nd added, that fince he knew  * 
not where to ſend them to me at preſent, he would 
order them to be ſecured for me till I ſhould be heard 
of. 
In fine, all that Melicaurt wrote, convinced me that 
| the old Marquis's Quarrel to me, was only occafioned 
by my Departure, and that his Paſſion for me was not 
in the leaſt abated————this, tho' it defended me 
from all Apprehenſions of being cruelly treated by him, 
if he ſhould find me out, gave me others of a more 


dreadful 
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ix dreadful Nature, on the Score of being loved tog 
much. i 
The little Furniture which came down, occaſioned 


much Diſcourſe in the Village, it conſiſted of Plate, in- 
laid Cabinets, and ſome other Toys in an elegant Taſte, 


and which had an Air of Grandeur my Father 
and Mother could not ſufficiently expreſs their Admira- 
tion, and my Aunt, who took a great Pride in the Honour, 
as ſhe thought it, of belonging to me, told the Neigh- 
bours that this was nothing to what I had at Paris. I 
was ſometimes very much diverted with her repeating 
to me what the People faid of me; but there was things 
ſhe informed me of, which made me fee I ought to be 
extremely circumſpect, if I intended to avoid giving 
Suſpicion who I was. 

She told me that her Siſter, meaning my Mother, 
eould never look upon me without the Palpitation of the 
Heart ; that the more ſhe ſaw me, the more ſhe thought 
me like that Daughter of whom I had heard them 
ſpeak, and of whom they could not hear the leaſt News, 
but that I never reſembled her ſo much as when I was in 
an Undreſs ; and on my Father's ſaying he thought indeed 

are a diſtant Likeneſs, but far from what ſhe 

hcied, ſhe had told him, that ſhe would convince him 

by bringing him up on fome Pretence into my Cham- 
ber before 1 was out of Bed. 

This Hint was very uſeful to me, and to bring them 
of from any Notions of the Truth, from this Time I 
dreffed every Morning as I uſed to do at Fer/ailles, and 
and tho' I had never made uſe of any Art before, 
dow put ſome Red upon my Cheeks, to take off the 
natural Paleneſs, or rather too great Delicacy of my 
Complection. I wore it Day and Night, ſo that it 

"paſſed for the good Effects of the Country Air render- 
ing me more robuſt and healthy, and took away great 
Part of that Reſemblance I ſo much dreaded, ſhould 
firſt or laſt diſcover me. | 

There was one thing that gave me a great deal of 
Pain how to behaye in: I had been in the Vang one 
| ve 
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twelve Days, and had never once been at Church; 


the Excuſe of bad Health would no longer paſs current, 
when I looked ſo roſy, and beſides, it was a Duty 
which I thought I ought not on any Motive to dif 


penſe with Heaven, faid I, to myſelf, can 
conceal me from the moſt inquiſitive Eyes, when 
Piety obliges me to be ſeen, and tho? I were to hide 
me under the Earth, could alſo betray me———io 
that to the ſame Providence which has hitherto vouch- 
ſafed to protect me, will I till truſt, fearing nothing ſo 
much as rendering myſelf unworthy of it. 

This Reflection determined me to go the next Sunday 
to Church, but as I did not doubt that my Intentions 
would be a Secret, and conſequently a grent Number 
of People would be there to ſee me, I drefſed myſelf in 
one of the richeſt Gowns I had, that I might appear 
as little like my real ſelf as poſſible | alſo put on 
. a Hood very forward to conceal a good Part of my 
Face, and went along with my Head declined as 
looking on the Ground, ſo that it was very difficult to 
get a full View of my Face. 

What I had imagined was true ; the Church was 
erowded not oniy with Pariſhioners, but aito with d 
many Strangers, I went up to the Women's Benches, 
which were immediately cleared by thoſe who were there 
before me; but I obliged them to reſume their Places, 
and I could hear them whiſper to one another, that I 
was as affable as fair ſo infinitely were they” 
charmed with what ſeemed ſo. great a Condeſcenfion i 
me. ? 


had made Choice Of-—a Verger came to me in the 


Name of the Lord of the Village to invite me to his 
Chapel, I anſwered him that I liked my Situation very 
well, and tho' I thanked him for his Civility, defired 
to fta: where I was. The Meſſenger left me at theſe 
Words, but Monſieur Gripart then came himſelf, and 
told me he could not bear to ſee a Lady of my Appear- 


ance ſo incommodiouſly placed, and proteſted, that if F 
perſiſted 


But I was not ſuffered to remain long in the Place? 
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perſiſted in refuſing his Requeſt, he would kneel down 


by me on the Pavement. 

His coming to me in this manner, drew more than 
ever the Eyes of the whole Aſſembly upon me, and to 
put an end to it, I thought it beſt to comply; fo preſent- 
ing my Hand, permitted him to lead me to his Chapel, 
where I heard Maſs without making any Anſwer to 
the Compliments, with which he endeavoured to inter- 
rupt my Devotion. 

He was over and above ſollicitous in acquitting him- 
ſelf politely, and as his Quality was but of a ſhort 
Date as well as my own, I could not help ſmiling to 
myſelf at the Ceremonies that paſſed between us 
when Maſs was over he made me an Offer of his Coach 
to carry me Home ; but as my Lodging was not above 
an hundred Paces from the Church, I told him I choſe 
to walk, and indeed it- would have been ridiculous to 
have done otherwiſe, even if I had had a Coach of my 
ow at leaſt, ſaid he, I beg your Ladyſhip 
will do me the honour to ſee the Caſtle, I can aſſure 
you the Gardens are pleaſant and well dengned, 
Jobn B where you lodge was the Contriver of 
em; beſides, Madam, continued he, our Country- 
laids dance in the Avenues, and may afford you ſome 
Diverſion. I thanked him for his obliging Invitation, 
but begged to be excuſed, ſay ing that it was my Deter. 
mination to go no where except to Church; but I ſhould 
not ſo caſily have got rid of his Importunities, if the 
Curate had not joined Company with us, as we were 
Balking ; I could eaſily perceive there was ſome Miſun- 
gerſtanding between them, for Monſieur Gripart imme: 
diately took his leave and went into his Coach, and 1 
afterwards heared that gocd Prieſt had very ſeverely re- 
primanded him on Account of his looſe Behaviour, 
which made him afterwards not very ealy in his 
Company. 

He addreſſed himſelf to me with a great dea! of 
ReſpeR, and told me he had taken great Notice of my 
Behaviour during Divine Service, that I was a Pattern, 


10 
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which he ſhould rejoice to find his whole Congregation 
endeavour to imitate, and that as the Manners of 
People of Condition, had for the moſt Part an Influence 
over the meaner Sort, he hoped mine would loſe nothing 
of their Force. I anſwered this Compliment with the 
Humility due to his Function, and had no ſooner done 
ſo than my Father and Mother came up to us, and 
after ſaying ſome handſome Things on the honour 
they had of having me for a Lodger, he defired they 
would uſe all the Intereſt they had with me, to prevail 
on me to dine with him that Day He told me, 
that he had a Neice who was dying with impatience to 
ſee a Lady, whoſe Praiſes ſhe had heard from the Mouth 
of every body in the Village my Father and 
Mother. ſeconded his Requeſt, and I was ſo beſet on all 
ſides, that notwithſtanding my Reſolution, I was 
obliged to comply. The Curate appeared infinitely 
ſatisked and thought he had Reaſon to be more ſo, as I 
had refuſed the ſame Favour to the Lord of the Village, 
and when we came to his Houſe, the Neice he men- 
rioned, who was a very agreeable young Woman, 
received me with the greateſt Complaiſance and 


Reſpect. * 
The Curate, who little imagined I was that Feanerta, 
whom the Marquis De L——. had ſent Dubois 
to enquire after, as mentioned in the beginning of theſe 
Memoirs, had a very great Curioſity to know who I was, 
and hearing I was called Madam De Mainwville, ſaid to 
me at we were at Table, I once knew a Gentleman 
named Monſieur De Maincille who belonged to the Sea, 

perhaps, Madam, he might be a Relation to you. 

l eaſily perceived he introduced this Diſcourſe in order 
to diſcover by my Anſwer ſomewhat concerning me, ſo 
was entirely on my Guard, and beſeeched he would not 
oblize me to enter into Converſation, which would re- 
mind me of the lols of a beloved Huſband. 

This Reply of mine agreeing exactly with the Ac- 
count my Aunt had given, that I was always lamenting 
for the Death of my Huſband, obliged him out of good 

# Manners 
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Manners to talk of other Things; but I, who wanted 
very much to be at home, for fear of any Accident hap- 
Pening to betray me, appeared ſo much dejected, and 
counterfeited ſo deep a Melancholy, that he was ex- 
tremely troubled at having occaſioned, as he imagined, 
ſo great a change in me. 

I was juſt about to take my leave when Calin and his 
Wife came in; as I had never ſeen my Siſter ſince my 
coming, and was eaſily perſuaded to fit a Moment longer, 
that I might have the pleaſure of being in her Com- 
pany, but indulging this natural Affection occaſioned 
me ſome Alarms, and convinced me that the Paſſion of 
Love is ſtronger than the Tenderneſs of Conſanguinity. 
— Colir, who had felt that Paſſion for me, had 


my Features more deeply imprinted in his Memory than 


in that of either my Father, Mother, or Siſter. 
He looked upon me with Aitoniſhment, and cried out, 
I am ſure I have ſeen that Face before ! That 
may poſſibly be true, replied I, with an Air of Reſerve 
and Dignity which awed him, and I believe made him 
repent his Abruptneſs, for he hung down his Head and 
ſpoke no more. I could not help however being terribly 
umea, which the Company taking as Reſentment 

his ill Manners, my Father, Mother, and Silter 
thoaght they could never make ſufficient Apologies for 
him the Curate and his Neice alſo aſked Pardon 
for him, and I was obliged to proteſt I thought of it no 
more, before they could be eaſy. 

All this took up ſo much Time, that the Bell-rung 
for Veſpers, on which I came away, the good Prieſt 
and his Neice would fain have engaged me to return 
after Prayers were over, and paſs the Evening, but I 
excuſed myſelf, pretending I had Letters to write, and 


could not poſſibly do myſelf that pleaſure. 


His Neice came the next Day to pay her Compli- 
ments, I received her with all imaginable Affability, 
but was very reſerved, ſo ſhe ſtayed but a ſhort Time. 


Sdon after I invited her, and her Uncle to dine with 


me, and having paid that Debt, evaded any farther 
| | meetings 


„ 
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meeting —— all my Behaviour made it evident I 
did not care for Company, and at length I was not im- 


fortuned on that ſcore. 


If the fear of Diſcovery had not given me juſt Rea- 
ſon to avoid Company, the trouble I was in, would 
have made me defirous of Solitude—————a Month was 
now paſt over ſince I left Paris, and I had received 
no Letter from the Marquis, and the various Appre- 
henſions that*perplexed m2 on this ſcore, rendered me 
as unfit for Society as unwilling to come into it 
I was all in Tears one Morning, when my Moether 
came into my Chamber, to tell me a Man on Horſe- 


back aſked to ſpeak with me, but would not alight till 


he knew if I were at home and alone a ſudden 
Trembling, with a Pain mix'd with Pleaſure, ſeized me at 
hearing what ſhe ſaid I fancied he came from 
the young Marquis, and at the ſame Time dreaded 
leſt he were ſent by the Father of that dear Man 
Suſrence however was not to be borne————it was 
proper I ſhould know the Mieſſage, be it from either the 
one or other, ſo deſired he ſhould be admitted, and 
then retired to a Cloſet I had next the Garden, that I 
might hear what he had to ſay to me, without danger 
of having any other Witneſs of it. 

As the Perſon entered, a ſpring of Joy came over my 
Heart, in hopes it was Dubois, from whom I knew I 
might be certain of hearing a full Account of every 
thing, but when I ſaw it was not he, but a Man with 
a large Plaiſter on his Forehead, I turned away my. 
Eyes, and received a Letter which he delivered to me. 
without taking any farther Notice, than to give him a 
Crown, and bid him go and refreſh himſelf at the next 
Cabaret, adding, that I would ſend for him when I 
eg in caſe the Letter he brought required any 
Anſwer. 

I then looked on the Superſcription, and found it was 
in the Character of my dear Marquis II then, im- 
patient for the Contents, broke it haſtily open, and to 
ny inexpreſſible Amazement, ſaw there was no more 


wrote 
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wrote on the Paper than one Line : The Words of which 
were theſe ; 


Deareſt Feanetta, 
The Courier will tell you ali the Soul of your Adorer. 
—ů— 


O Heavens! cried I, what can this mean 
Where is this Courier? why did he go, if he 
had any thing to ſay to me 

I was juſt turning to ring for Barbara, to call him 
back unable as I was to comprehend this Myltry, 
when I ſaw him on his Knees before me——what do [ 
ſee ! then ſcreamed I out in a Tranſport of Joy, and 
throwing myſelf on the Neck of this charming Courier, 
for it was no other than the Marquis himſelf, who thus 
diſguiſed, had been his own Meſſenger is it you 
my Lord? is it you; I could ſay no more 
ſo dear and fo unexpected a Sight overwhelmed 
me, and I was near ſwooning with Excets of Joy. 

The Marquis was troubled that he had thus ſurpriaed 
me, and aſked my Pardon a thouſand and a thouſand 
Times ; butalas! what Occaſion was there for doing 
fo —the Tranſport well over paid the little Alarm 
I felt at its firſt too violent Emotion; I obliged him to 
fit down, and made in my turn an endearing Apology 
for not having known him. Indeed I could not forbear 


_imiling at the Reception I gave him, eſpecially wien 


he mentioned the grave Air with which I put the 
Crown into his Hand, and bid him go to a Cabaret, 
tillI ſent Orders to him ; we were very merry ſome time 
on this, after which I began to think he might in good 
earneſt ſtand in need of ſome Refreſhment, ſo called to 
Barbara, 'to lay the Cloth. 

He was indeed ſo much weakened by his Wound; 
that the Journey had fatigued him more than it would 
have done at an other Time, and he readily accepted of 
my Offer; while Breakfalt was getting ready, we began 

40 
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to conſi der in what manner we ſhonld behave, ſo as to 
give no occaſion to any Diſcourſe to the prejudice of my 
Reputation; and after various Projects it was agreed 
upon between us, that he ſhould paſs for my Brother. 
He told me all the Servants he had with him he had 
hired but that Day, and had not acquainted them 
either with his Name or Quality, ſo that knowing him 
only for an Officer juſt arrived from the Army, it was 
not in their power to make any Diſcovery, in caſe they 
ſhould be queſtioned concerning him. I applauded his 
Prudence in this, alſo for wearing that large Patch on his 
N Forehead, which altered him ſo much, that there was 
', no Danger of his being known by Perſons who had 

never ſeen him but once, when he came to bring me the 


id Favour conferred on me by the King. 
T, My Suppoſition that the Patch was only worn for 
us a Dilguiſe, kept me from aſking any Queſtions con- 
ou cer g it, till at length remembering one ot the Wounds 
ore he had received was on his Head; 1 aſked if it were en- 
ed tirely healed. No, anſweted he, my Surgeon, at my 
lexving the Camp gave me Medicines, with which my 
— Servant dieſſes it every Day, but aſſured me that all 
an 


the Danger that aroſe from it was over, and that in 
eight Days there would be nothing but the Scar remain- 
ing. O Heaven! cried 1, frighted at what he faid, 
why would you venture to rice Poſt before you were | 
perfectly recovered ? ſhould any ill Conſequence attend 
this Journey, what would become of the unfortunate * .. | 
Jeanetta, who has been the innocent Occaſion of it? # 
The Marquis took this Exclamation ſo kindly, that 
he catched both my Hands between his, and preſſed 
them to his Mouth, with ſuch an Fagerneſs as if he 
meant to devour them with his Kiſſes, make yourſelf 
ealy, my charming Feanc!ta, ſaid the dear Man, ard 
the ſoft Concern you expreſs for my Safety, will com- 
pleat my Cure much ſooner than could be expected 
Be aſſared, had I beer deprived much longer of your So- 
Citty, I muſt have ſunk under the burthen of my Grief 
and Impatience Dubois, who plainly ſaw that my 


Abſence 
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Abſence from you was the chief Obſtacle to my Cure, 
Neither did 1 
ride Pot as you imagined, but came in my Chaiſe, 
which is very eaſy, and with my own Horſes, till [ 
came within two Miles of the Village, and then came 
hither on one of thoſe belonging to my Men. Ves, 
my deareſt Feanetta, continued he, I am convinced 
how abſolutely neceſſary your Preſence is to my Re. 
coyery by the Effet, the very Thought I was drawing 
nearer you have had upon my Wound. every 
Day TI felt till more and more the Benefit, and if you 
permit me to remain in a Place where I may enjoy the 
Pleaſure of your Converſation, I am very certain you 
will ſhortly fee a wonderful iment, how far the 
Contentment of the Mind, ſerves to render the Body in 
perfe&t eaſe——Conſent therefore, my Angel, added he, 
that I may continue for a few Days at leaſt in this 
Village ; what I have ſuffered ſince our parting, deirands 
this Recompence, and I flatter mj felf you will not 
refuſe it. * 

How could I indeed refuſe ſo ſmall a Requeſt, to fo 
ta Paſhon! and at the ſame Time, what was ſo 
pleaſing to my own Inclinations———had ] been leſs 
acquainted with the Honour of him who aſked it, I 
ſhould not have ſo readily agreed, however my ſecret 
Wiſhes might have pleaded in his Behalf ; but I had ex- 
perienced his Moderation in a thouſand Inſtances, and it 


# muſt have been owing either to Injuſtice or Affectacion 


had I ſeemed to ſuſ it now, ſo that without making 


any Difficulty or Heſitation, you are determined to pre- 


tend yourſelf my Brother, anſwered I, and under that 
Name may ſtay here as long as you ſhall find it not 
inconvenient for my Part I have ſo perſect a Con- 
fidence, both in your Love and Virtue, that I joyfully 
agree to accept of the precious Moments you are fo 
todevote to me, and am perſuaded I never ſhall 
ve any Reaſon to repent it. 
O, there is not the leaſt room for doubt on this 


Occaſion, cried he, Kiſſing my Hand a ſecond — 
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I never can be capable of forgetting what is 
due to ou — the Letter I wrote to you to thank 
you for the Money you ſent, ought to convince you 
how ſenſible I am of the Delicacy of your Sentiments 
aud Behaviour———that Moment had I been able I 
had flown hither to teſtify my Gratitude at your Feet, 
and not have truſted go vain Letters, which ſpeak the 
Mind but by halves, to aſſure you how entirely I was 
devoted to you, 
Hold my Lord, cried I, interrupting him, no Ac 
knowledgements to one who is ſo infinitely your Debtor, 
but ſatisfye me, if you pleaſe, concerning a Letter which 
you ſay you wrote, and I have never received. | 
How ! faid the Marquis, with a great deal of Emotion, 
did not Monſieur Melicourt ſend a Packet to you, with 
a Picture, which I encloſed under a Cover to him, in 
order that the Place of your Abode might not be known, 
and ſent by a Servant of my own, who went Poſt on pur- 
pole to deliver it to that Gentleman's Hand ? : 
That Servant then, replied I, has betrayed his Truſt, 
for know Melicourt is tho exact not to have forwarded 
it, with all imaginable Expedition. What you tell me, 
cried the Marquis, both ſurprizes, and alarms me——— 
there is a Myſtery in this Affair, which I cannot com- 
prehend remember indeed, that I thought it 
{range that Melicourt ſent back my Servant, without 
writing one _ Word to me, and I expreſſed as much 
to the Fellow, but he readily told me, that the Gentle- _ 
man was juſt going a Journey, and was in haſte ; but 
ſaid he would write to me by the Poſt at his return. 
*Ince which I have impatiently expected to hear from 
vim, and indeed through him from you ; but no Letter 
arriving, the Diſappointment ſerved to haiten my 
Journey. There is ſomething ſo extraordinary in _ 
this Buſineſs, continued he, after a Pauſe, that neglec- 
ting one Moment to anrildle it, may be of very 11 
Conſequence———the Servant whom I entruſted with 
this Letter belongs to me ſtill, and has now the Charge 
of conducting my Baggage; 1 ll fend one of thoſe 1 
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that I may force him to confeſs what he has done with 
my Letter. | 

I, who was no leſs alarmed than the Marquis, as in- 
deed our concern in this Affair was equal, approved of 
his Deſign, and haſtened the execution of it, He went 
away directly, but ſoon returned, and told me he did not 
doubt, but that the Perſon he had ſent would make an 
extraordinary Diſpatch, in hope of ingratiating himſelf; 
on this I could not help aſking if his Favourite Dubois, 
had any way offended him, that he came not with him, 
Not in the leaſt, anſwered he, but as he has been in the 
Village, has talked to the Girls, and has a very re- 
markable Face, I was ſearſul he might be better re- 
membred than was conſiſtent with the Secrecy which our 
preſent Circumſtances require, ſo I left him with the 
Count De Saint Fal, who in his Confinement ſtands in 
need of fo faithful a Servant. 

The Name of Monſieur De Saint Fal made me 
bluſh, when I reflected how ungrateful I was to defer till 
now. enquiring after ſo generous and noble a Friend 
F acknowledged my Sentiments on this Occaſi on very 
frankly, to him who wholly taking up my Thovghts 
left no room for any Thing but himſelf; and he replied 
in a manner, both becoming the Lover and the Friend, 
and added, that he would thortly be at Liberty, anex- 
change of Priſoners being agreed on. 

We dined together that Day, and to oblige me I per- 
ceived he eat more heartily than could be expected from 
his Weakaels————] forbore talking of any thing that 
I thought might give him Diſquiet, and always took 
care to interrupt him whenever he mentioned the old 
Marquis, and artfully turned the-Converſation on ſome 
other Topick ; he {miled upon me from time to time, as I 
would not ſuffer him to ſpeak, and his Looks methought. 
tho” pale and languid, had ſomewhat Heavenly in them; 
1 and certainly nothing can have a greater Reſemblance of 
it on Earth, than where a tender Paſſion is accompanied 
un by a perfect Innocence. | | 

He was too dear to me for me not to conſider ey 
that thing was neceſſary for the Re · eſtabliſtiment 1 h 
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we had no ſooner dined then I infiſted on his going to 
lie down, and endeavour to take ſome repoſe, protefiing” 
that 1 would not permit him to return till Sappet-ime. 
He earneſtly entreated I would ſuffer him to 
ſtay one Hour longer, but I was not to be prevailed on, 
and told him I would ſend my Maid to his Inn to be 
ſatisfied, if he complied with what J required: 
Theſe little Regards charmed him to the Soal, and he 
declared at going out of my Chamber, that never till 
now had he known there were ſuch Joys in Life. 

When I was left alone, I indulged myſelf in the 
moſt agreeable ' Reflections, had it not been for the- 
Letter, which muſt be either loſt or intercepted, my 
Happineſs mi ight have been envied, but as I had already 
experienced ſo many ill Effets of Chance, it was na- 
tural for me to apprehend this Accident portended me 
no good this Notion no ſooner gained Ground, 
than it diſſipated by degrees that Harmony which before 
ſeemed eftabliſhed in my Mind the impetuous 
love the old Marquis had for me, preſented a | thouſand? 
Dangers to my view, and ſhewed me, that I was till, 
at a greater Diſtance from my wiſhed for Point, and 
with which I was fo ready to flatter myſelf. Ro 

As I- was buried in Meditation on all theſe Things, 
heard a Coach and {everal Horſes itop at the Deor-—. 
I preſently imagined that the oid Marquis had diſcovered 
where I was, that he was come to ſurprize his Sou and 
me together, and ſeparate us eternally- fell into a 


ft of 'Trembling, and I know not how far the ſrightſul * | 


Idea I was then poſſeſſed of, might have cranſported me, 
q Barbara had not come haſtily in to acquaiat me, that 
a very beautiful young Lady, and as ſine as a Queen, 
was come to viſit me. I had not Time to think, whe 
this unexpected Gueſt ſhould be, before Saint Agnes. ap- 
peared I flew to her, and ſhe by her affectionate 
Embraces, teltified I was no leſs dear to her, than when 
we were together in the Convent. 
How happy am I, my dear Saint Ates, faid J, 
ſee you at Liberty, and that this Change in your F ae | 
has made no alteration in wh Centiments towards me. 
2 # I 
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I ſhould make an ill Uſe, anſwered that charming 
Woman, of the favours Heaven has beſtowed upon me, 
if I could be ungrateful to her, who put the firſt Hand 
to my obtaining them. After the firſt Tranſparts were 
over, and we were ſeated, I deſired ſhe would inform me 
by what means ſhe had ſurmounted all the Obſtacles, 
which ſeemed to be thrown by adverſe Fortune, between 
ker and Happineſs ; to which ſhe immediately yielded. 


ND EE D, my lovely Friend, ſaid ſhe, it is but a 
ſmall Time ſince I deſpaired of ever being in the 
Situation I now am—in ſpite of all the Intereſt the 

Friends of Melicexrt could make, our Affair went flowly 

on, and when through the Remonſtrances of my Lord 

Marquis De L——-—/ , the Nuncio ſeemed in- 

lined to favour us, ſome unlooked for Accident requiring 

his return to Rome, all was at a ſtand till a new one 
ſhould be ſent in his Place this gave my Father 
time to employ all his Friends to influence the Cardinal, 

. who was to ſucceed the other as Nuncio here, on bis 

E fide ; and tnis ſucceeded ſo well, that having been pre- 

Ws © judiced by the Accounts ſent to him, my Huſband found 
dim on bis arrival no leſs our Enemy than my Father. 

I wasall this Time kept in Ignorance of what 

was done, permitted to ſee none but who were ſent by 

my Parents, and even when there was moſt probability 
of the Deciſion being made in favour of me, told by the 

Superior and thoſe N uns, who were gained by my Fa- 

ther, that J ought not to flatter my ſelf with ever living 

in the World again, and all I ſbould gain by having 
ftirred in the Affair, was, that when all was concluded 

J fliould be obliged to undergo a levers Diſcipline wy 
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little regard for theſe holy Ge I had once RIP 
upon me. 

No Letters from Meſicourt were now ſuffered to come 
to my Hand, and for ſome Weeks I looked on my elf 
as utterly abandoned both by Heaven and Earth 
I was but very rarely permitted to come near the 
Grate, and if I did it was in Company with one who 
they knew would have a watchful Eye over me; it 
was in one of thoſe Times, however, that a Woman 
was there offering Oranges to ſell, my M 
bought ſome, buy I who am no great admirer of that 
Sort of Fruit, could not a long Time be prevailed on to 
be a Cuſtomer ; at length moved by the poor Creatures 
Intreaties, who ſaid ſhe had a number of Children, and 
no way to maintain them, but the Profits of this little 
Merchandize, I at length drew near the Baſket, and 
being about to make Choice, the ſuppoſed Fruiterer, 
under pretence of giving me one ſhe could recommend, 
pulled ene from the bottom of the Baſket, and 8 it 
into my Hand, with ſo fignificant a Squeeze, that 1 
ſently found their was ſomewhat very — in 
this Adventure : I concealed my Surprize, however, put 
the Orange into my Pocket, paid the Woman, Who 
immediately went away, and I then retired to my Cell, 
m order to diſcover if there was any thing ſupernatural 
in my Orange or not. 

On looking upon it a ſecond Time, I eaſily — 
it had been cut, and the Rind cemented again, ſo preſing 
it between my Hands, it preſently flew open, G 
diſcovered a Paper, which having unfolded, I faw with 

no {mall Tranſport the Characber of my dear Meli- 
8 faithful Huſband, ng n 
in theſe terms: 


NZ3 To 
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To my ever charming, ever dear Mi- 
NETTA, 


O wheat Stratagems am I oblis'd to have Recourſe, to 
let you know, tat you bade a Huſband, who in ſhite 

of all the Diffcuities that ſurround him, fill lives to 
adare you ———IFv ibiads of nathing but you 
dees [or nothing but en and fears nothing but 
that the many Dijafpoiniments cur Aﬀairs have met avith, 
Seoul i preſs tos bard upon jour tender Nature; but 
be cenforted, my Angel, be comforted Jade cbiaii'd 
e Leiter hum tze Date De E ta the Nuncio, 
euhich I flatter myſelf will have more Freight thau all the 
Iutereſ your invaman Parents can make againſt us. : 
That Prelate gave me a favourable bearing, and ſeem'd 
ull of Commiſeratian. 1 have his Commands to at- 
tend him in eight Days, and bring <ehot N itueſſis I can 
to atteft beth tne Time and Place of cur Marriage 
if this comes ſafe to yiur Hand, as I hope it will, the 
Bearer aubo was my Nurſe, and <cho I have placed near 
the Monaſtery, will from time to time bring you an Ac- 
count of my Proceedings, and alſo lit me know how you 
Support yourſelf under car mutual Afiitions. Fare- 
evel, my only dear, belive me to be aubat I am, and never 


can ceaſe to be 


Tour everlaſting Admirer, and 
moſt tenderly affectionate Huſdand, 
MELuicouRr. 


Judge, beautiful Jeanetta, continued Saint Agnes, 
| how great a Conſolation theſe few Lines afforded me; 
I preſently wrote an Anſwer, wherein I laid open all 
my Soul to this worthy Huſband, ard the Orange- 
Woman coming as I expected the next Day to the 
Grate, I ealily. found means to flip it into her Hand. 
This Communication paſs'd undiſcovered, * 
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T received and ſent ſeveral Letters, all confirming that 
Aſſection we had vowed to each other the time 
now paſt more agreeably with me than it had done, and 
Abſence loſt the greateſt Part of its Irkſomeneſs, by 
the Imagination that it was very near drawing to Period ; 
but, alas! when I moſt flatter'd myſelf with my Wiſhes 
being accompliſh'd, I received News of all Melicourt's 
Endeavours being utterly defeated ———l will not 
repeat the Letter he wrote to me on that Occahion—— 
it was ſull of Deſpair, which even now I ſhudder but to 
think upon- the Buſineſs of it was to acquaint me, 
that the Prince De—————whoſe Father had received 
ſome ſignal Services from mine, had in Return, took 
ſuch Part in the Affair, that the Nuncio found himſelf 
obliged to yield, and had decided in Favour of my Pa- 
rents. hy this Decree I was not only to continue 
in the Monaltery for Life; but alſo to ſubmit to what. 
ever Penance the Church ſhould think my paſt Crimes 
demanded. Ah! cry'd I out, whatever is inflicted on 
me can be but of ſhort Duration, Death will ſoon de'i- 
ver me from my cruel Perſecutors. I had ſcarce fimi'd 
reading this fatal Letter, when the ſweet-temper*'d Lin- 
damine came into my Cell, with Tears in her Eyes, and 
confirm'd the Tidings it contain'd : She told me 
an Order was juſt arrived, that I ſhould not be ' ſuffer? d 
to come near the Grate any more———be retrench'd 
even in my Food, and the Hours allow'd for Sleep, mo- 
derate as they were before ; and, in fine, that whatever 
might be looked upon either, as a Pleaſure or Conveni- 
. ence denied me. In fine, the Severity with which I was 
treated, had certainly no Precedent nor Parallel, and 
muſt in good earnelt have put an End to my Days had 
it continued but a very Httle longer. | 
But it is the Will of Heaven, the more to ſhew us 
on what we ſhould alone depend, to raiſe or to abaſe ug 
when we leaſt expect it. was now paſt all Hope, 
abandon'd to Deſpair, worn out with Grief and Hard- 
ſhip, my Mind as well as Body weakned and depreſt, 
and waiting, my, wiſhing fax the Moment of my Dif. 
ſolution ; when a Chariot with my Mothers Woman in 


IN-4 it, 
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it, and attended by two Servants on Horſeback, came to 
tie Mlonadery, and having acquainted the Superior, 
t at my Father lay at the Point of Death, and could not 
expire till ke had ſeen me, I was order'd to obey his 
Commands, and accordingly went into the Chariot, —— 
So ſtrange a Turn could not but altoniſh me.————l 
durtt not Eope, yet had nothing to fear from it. 
Mademoiſelle Pretizzy, now cured of her fooliſh Paſſion 
tor the Pilgrim, ſince ſhe knew he was Melicourt and my 
Huſband, aſſured me that my Father was fincerely 
grieved at his Uſage of me, and reſolved to re-unite me 
to M:/icourt before his Death. ——— This ſhe pro- 
te ned to me ſhe had heard him fay, and that in the midit 
of. his Aponies, he continually repeating my Name. 

Relays being order'd on the Road we ſoon irrived at 
tlc Caitle, my Mother met me on the Stair-Caſe, and 
ter affectionately embracing me, come, my dear Mi- 
riHtta, ſaid ſhe, you are at the End of all your Trou- 
b'es ; but mine ate beginn ing you are going to 
1ecczve a dying . Father's Bleſſing, I to loſe a Huſband 
in ſpeaking theſe Werds ſhe led me into the 
Chamber where my Father lay; I threw myſelf on my 
knees by his Bedſide———the Condition I found him in 
made me forget all his Cruelty.—1 ſhed Tears of 
unfeiyn'd Sorrow, and entreated his Forgiveneſs for any 
Action that had occaſion'd his Diſquiet. You are too 
good, Miretta, replied he, with a feeble Voice, and aſk 
that of me which 1 deſerve not to obtain from you 
Jam now ſenſble I have greatly wrong'd you, and can- 
not ret:gn my Soul in Peace, till I have made Attone- 
ment. Then turning to his Valet de Chamber, who at- 
tended at the Feet of the Bed, call in the Company, 
ſaid he, that they may be Witneſs of what I would 
have done. 

Immediately enter'd Father P————his Confeſſor, 
two Phyſicians who attended him, a Surgeon ard a 
Notary Publick ; and when they approach'd near enough 
to hear his Words, before you all, ſaid, my Father, I 
acknowledge Minetta for my lawful Daughter, and Co- 
heireſs with her Siſter Madam De S——B———ot 

| my- 
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my whole Eſtate next I abſolve her, and hope the 
Church will do the ſame,of the Vows Iwickedly compel- 
led her to take; knowing her to be at that ſame Time the 
lawful Wife of Monfieur Me/icourt ; and laſtly, I'entreat 
and require of you all who hear this my Acknowledg- 
ment, to publiſh it to the World; ſo as that ſhe may 
be at Liberty to purſue her Duty in her firſt and voſun- 
tary Engagements, and neither ſhe nor her Huſband 
ſuffer_any longer in being ſeparated from each other. 
Would Heaven have prolonged my Life to have ſeen all 
this performed, I ſhould have died content but 
ſince that Bleſſing is denied me, permit me, however, to 
depart with the Aſſurance of your fulklling in every Ar- 
ticle of this my laſt Will. | | 

My Mother knelt down firſt, then all the others, and 
laying their Hands on the holy Ritual, ſwore to ſee all 
he had deſired accompliſhed. I was all this time ſo 
confounded between Grief for my Father, and Gratr- 
tude for this unlook'd for Tenderneſe, that I had not the 
power of Speech I could only teſtify the Senſe I 
had of it by my Actions. I took his Hand which he 
held out to bleſs me, kiſſed it, and bath'd it in a Flood 
of Tears ; but as ſoon as I was able to ſpeak, I poured 
out my whole Soul in the molt ardent Prayer to Hea- 
ven, that he might be reſtored to Health, and live to 
ſee what now he was ſo good as to permit. 

Whether it were that the Force he had put upon him- 
ſelf in ſpeaking ſo much, or that my Prayers had really 
any Efficacy, I know not, though I ſcarce dare flatter 
myſelf with the latter; but in that Moment he Yell in- 
to a Sweat, which before, not all the Recipes given him 
could procure, -The Phyſicians obſerving it, pre- 
{ently pronounced he would recover, which, indeed, he 
did in a miraculous Manner, being in three Days' judged 
entirely out of Hanger. "AP r 

He imputed his Preſervation to my Prayers, and his 
own Repentance of his late Cruelty to me, and ex- 
preſſed the utmoſt Impatience to make me as happy as I 
had been the reverſe. He wrote a Recantation to 
the Nuncio of all he had alledged; acquainted every 
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body with this Change in his Sentiments, and gave mx 
Patient enduring what he had inflited on me ſuch En- 
comiums, as I am in reality far from meriting. 

Having ſome Affairs to finiſh at Court, before the 
Ceremopy of being e united to Meliccurt can be com- 
Pleated, he would neus take me with him; and we ae 
now going to Verſailles, where by a Letter being ap- 

rized of all that has paſſed, my Huſband is to meet us. 
hus, my dear Friend, has Heaven at laſt granted my 
Prayers, and render'd me more happy by the Addition 
— my Parents Love, than ever I could have hoped to 


Here the beautiful Sain? Aznes gave over ſpeaking, 
and after having kencerely congratulated her on her good 
Fortune, I aſked where her Father was, that I had not 
the Honour of ſeeing him: She tod me that he was 
oblig' d to ſtop at the Houſe of an old Friend, about half 
a League diſtant from the Village; and that ſhe had 
aſked his leave to take this Oppcrtunity of ſeeing 
me more at leiſure; and alſo that Melicourt, hav- 
ing acquainted her with my late Adventures, and where 
I was retired, ſhe had prevailed on her Father to pals 
throvgh the Village of D-———; though it was ſome- 
what out of their way to es, that ſhe might have 
the Pleaſure of communicating to me her good Fortune, 
in which ſhe knew I took ſo much Intereſt. 

Lexpreſſed my Aci:nowledgments to her in the ten- 
dereſt Manner, and having at her own Requeſt, enter- 
tained her with al! the Particulars of what had befallen 
me, ſince we laſt ſaw each other, of which, ſhe {aid, Me- 
Feourt had given her but an imperfect Account, is it 

ible, cry'd ſhe, that at your tender Years, you have 

had Fortitude enough to ſupport under ſo many Diſap- 
pointmente? You have reaſon to hope you are now near 
the End of your Troubles, and that you will one Day 
be as happy, a you have hitherto been unfortunate. 
My Ex-mple may ſerve to convince yon, that 
Patience and a due Conkdence in Heaven ſurmounts the 
greateſt Difficulties. | ; 
3 
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As much, however, as we were taken up with our 
own Affairs, neither of us forgot the beautiful Linda- 
mine; my lovely Friend gave me ſuch an Account of her 
Piety, as perſectly charm'd me, and made me with 1 
could bring n yſelf to the ſame happy way of thinking; 
and at once reſolve to quit a buſy buſtling World, where 
nothing but Vexations ſeem'd to ſpring one out of ano- 
ther, and continually diſtract the Mind attach'd to it. 
She told me alſo that Belizay, by the Divine Aſſiſtance, 
had truly repented his former Extravagancies, and fol- 
lowing the Example of his Miſtreſs, was become a Car- 
thufian ; ſince that time, added Saint Agnes, Lindamiffe 
has been perfectly happy; her Days have paſt over with 
an uninterrupted Tranquility, and never did Spirit of 
Devotion, appear in any one with greater Beauty 
and Sweetnels.- Every one in the Monaſtery ad- 
mires her, and fortunate do thoſe account themſelves, 
who can boaſt of being among the Number of thoſe ſhe 
favours with her Friendſhip. I own that the loſs 
of her Society will be always regretted by me, even in 
the midſt of that Happineſs I am going to enjoy, nor 
ſhall Me/icourt refuſe me the Pleaſure of taking a Jour- 
ney ſometimes to viſit her, WD 
I joined with her in teſtifying my Regard for that wor- 
thy Nun; but, added I, ſmiling, I fancy Mademoiſelle 
De Renneville is not among the Number of thoſe who 
are edified by her Example; if I miſtake not, you pro- 
miſed, that if ever we were happy enough to meet, 
you would inform me ſomething of that wild giddy 
Creature, > 
I proteſt, replied, Saint Agnes, the thought of her 
was wholly ſwallowed up in more deſerving Contem- 
plations ; but what I have come to the knowledge of 
concerning her, you ſhall not be a Stranger to. 
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Toe Hiflory of Mademoijell: DR Rxx- 


NEVILLE, 


O U remember, my dear, ſaid my lovely Friend, 
that this young Lady being deſcended of a Family 
which had leſs Wealth than Titles to boalt of, ſhe was 
condemn'd to a Monaſtick Life, to prevent her marry- 
ing beneath the Dignity of her Birth. You know alio 
that ſeigning herſelf contented with her Lot, and appear- 
ing always chearful, ſhe had greater Liberties allowed her, 
than was confiftent with the Policy of the Place to per- 
mit to thoſe, whole Melancholy render'd them more lia- 
ble to Suſpicion————gay and thoughtleſs as ſhe ſeem'd, 
however, all her 'Thoughts were bent on making her 
Eſcape ; it was not that ſhe was in love with any one 
ticular Man, that made a Convent fo giſagreeable ; ut 
ſhe hated Confinement, aud whoever had made his Ad- 
drefſes to her on the Score of Marriage, would have 
been well received, becauſe ſhe wiſh'd for nothing but 
to live in the Wold. As ſhe aim'd, therefore, 
6 2 to attract ſome Admirer, whenever the was at the Grate, 
any Gentlemen in the Parlour, as you know there 
Fequently are, to viüt the Nuns, ſhe exerted all 
her Wit, and made viſible every Charm that ſhe thought 
might gain a Conqueſt her Deſires at laſt were 
crowned with Succeſs ; a young Nawarrinan, who had a 
Siſter in the Convent, was captivated ; he made his Ad- 
dreſſes, his Siſter knowing the Family of Mademoiſelle 
De Renmneville, imagined that if ſhe were once married, 
they could not refuſe giving her a Dowry ; and as ſhe 
was not a proſeſt Nun, thought ſhe committed no Sa- 


crilege, in forwarding her Eicape. 5 
« 
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De Renneville having conſeſt to this young Lady, that 
ſhe did not diſapprove the Paſſion Monſieur De Bonvi lle, 


for ſo he was call'd, had for her, they contrived a 
Scheme between them, which had its deſired Effect. 


One Morning as we were altogether in the Chapel, 
Mademoiſelle De Renneville pretended to be ſeized with 
a ſudden Diſorder in her Head —ſhe affected a kind 
of Delirium at firſt, and then fell into ſuch violent Fits 
as frighted all the Convent proper Remedies 
were applied, but to no Purpoſe ; and, indeed, ſhe ſo 
admirably counterfeited, that it was impoſſible for any 
one who ſaw her, not to believe real what the ſeemed to 
ſuffer————for my Part, though I never had what 
might be jultly termed a Friendſhip for her, on che 
Account of the vaſt Difference of our Humours, yet I 
ſincerely pitied her, and prayed for her Recovery ; as 
did allo the pious Lindamine, who, though ſo well 
ſkilld in Phyſick, was as much deceived as myſelf. :: 
Her Diſorders ſtill encreaſing according to all Ap- 
pearance, Madam the Superior thought proper to ac- 
quaint her Parents with it; a Phyſician who had at- 
tended the Family, and was perfectly acquainted with 
the young Lady's Conſtitution, was ſent to viſit her; far 
from finding out the Fallacy, he pronounced ber Con- 
dition to be extremely bad. and returned to acquaint 
Monſieur De Renncwille her Father, that there muſt be 
a Confultation, for in a Diſorder fuch as hers was; he 
would not preſume to preſcribe any thing of himſelf. © 

This was all our young Projectors wanted: Monfieur 


De Bonville aſſumed the Phyſician, and being habi 1 


ſuch, and accompanied by a grave old Matron, who he 
told the Abbeſs had been De Renneville's Nurſe, and 
was deſired now by her Mother to remain with her till the 
Danger was over, they both had Admittance to the ſup- 
poſed fick Perſon. The pretended Doctor brought Let- 
ters of Credence with him, which were forged for that 
Purpoſe, and fign'd by the Names of both De Rennewille“s 


Parents, ſo that there was not the leaſt Suſpicion of any 


Decett in the Affair. p | 
| | 1 He 
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He viſited her twice a Day to give every thing the better 
Gloſs, and the old We man ſtaid in the Convent, waiting 
a fit Time to put their Deſign in Execution. One Even- 
ing when we were all at Veſpers, except the Portreſs 
and one Lay-Siſter, De Reuncwille changed Cloaths with 
the Nurſe, and taking a Baſket in her Hands, as if 805 
ing to bring in ſomething neceſſary ſor the ſick Perſon, 
ed the Gates without Suſpicion, and got ſafely to 
er Lover's Arms, who waited at the End of the Village 
with a Chaiſe and Six ready to receive her; as for the 
ſuppoſed Nurſe, who had been a Dependaut on the Siſter 
of Bonville, ſhe quitted the Convent with the ſame Fa- 
cility ſoon after; for being accuſtomed to go often in 
and out, the Portreſs had forgot that the Perſon ſhe before 
let paſs had not return'd. In fine, nothing of this Mat- 
ter was diſcovered till next Morning, when ſome of the 
Nuns going in to viſit De Renneville, and finding the 
Bed empty, immediately fill'd the Convent with their 
Cries. 

The Superior was no fooner inform'd, than ſhe ſent to 
the Magiſtrates that diligent Search might be made after 
the Fugitive; but all who were employed in it return'd 
without Succeis, and as we afterwards heard, thoſe they 
fought for were married at a Neighbouring Town, ſome 
Hours before De Reuncwille was miſſing. Before her 
Departure ſhe lett a Letter for the Abbeſs upon a Table: 
It contained, as near as I can remember, theſe Lines. 


To Madam 


= Abbeſs of the Convent of 
Auguſtine's at 


"Madam, 


S I was only compel d to conform myſelf to Rules, no 
way agreeable to my Inclination, I do not think my 
breaking through them the firſt Opportunity that offered, 
Handi in any need of an Atelig y, and, therefore, give you 
the trouble of this, for no other Reaſon than to ſpare you 
the Pains of any fruitleſs Search after me: I ſhall wery 


ſoon 
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n diſpoſe of myſelf, ſo as to transfer all power over me, 
225 221. . ts defend his Right; and think 
that 1 lefs offend Heaven, by anſwering the End of my 
Creation, than by continuing in a Life, to which I have 
no manner of Vocation. 

I am not inſenfible of the Lenity with which I have 
been treated, while I was under your Care, nor the m 
kind Offices I have received from the good Siflers I leave 
behind me. May you, and them be ever happy in the 
Lot you chuſe, and according ta the Charity you profeſs, 
par don the Errors of, | | 


Your moſt obliged Servant, 


Dz RENNEVIITE. 


It was ſome Weeks before the Parents of this Lady 
could be brought to hear of a Reconciliation, nor, per- 
haps, had ſo ſoon conſented, had not one of her Siſters 
died; to whoſe Dowry, there being no Exceptions to the 
Huſband ſhe had made Choice of, ſhe was at laſt per- 
mitted to ſucceed. Thus, added Saint Aznes, ſhe has 
fulfilled what ſhe uſed to tell us her Dreams foretold ; 
and may, perhaps, be more happy than thoſe of a more 
delicate manner of thinking, a refined Paſhon being not 
always the ſureſt Road to I 1anquility. 


We were moralizing a little on the Temper and Beha- 
viour of the Perſon, whole Story Saint Henes had been 
relating, when her Father arrived; I received him in a 
manner becoming his Rank, and the F riendſhip I had 
for his charming Daughter, nor was he leſs polite in 
the Compliments he made me. Minzetta, ſaid he, 
has leſs reaſon than I imagin'd to regret her Confinement 
in the Monaſtery, figce by it ſhe obtain'd the Friend- 
ſhip of ſo amiable a Perſon as Mademoiſelle Feanetta ; 
and as I then intended only to puniſh her, ought firſt to 
have inform'd myſelf, if there was not a Lady whoſe 
Society would render any Place agreeable ; but 

# Heaven, 


2% The Virtuous Villager; or, 


Heaven, continued he, was of her fide, and turn'd everY 
thing I deſign'd for Chaſtiſement into Bleflings. 

He faid many other gallant things, and in the ſhort 
time he ſtaid, which did not exceed half an Hour, diſ- 
covered enough for me to ſee, he was not only one of 
the beſt bred Men, but alſo one of the molt Senſe and 
Penetration, except the old Marquis De L——F. , 
I had ever ſeen. 

I lamented my want of Convenience to entertain him 
as I wiſh'd ; but he aſſured me, that were there never ſo 

Accommodations in the Village for his Retinue, he 
could not poſſibly continue there; Buſineſs of the moſt 
urgent Nature calling him with all Expedition to Court, 
which till 1 have concluded, ſaid he, my Daughter's 
Happineſs cannot be compleated. ; 

This was a ſufficient Reaſon for me not to preſs him 
to flay———— the Lady and I parted with mutual Pro- 
teſtations of an eternal Friendſhip, and Promiſes of com- 
municating all that befel either of us, worthy the Know- 
ledge of the other. \onfieur De—— aſked me 
if I had any Commands for Yer /ailles; but I entreated 
he would not mention me there on any Account ; and 
told him it was of the utmoſt Conſequence to my Peace, 
not to be remembred there: On which both he and his 
Davghter aſſured me I might depend upon their Secrecy, 

They had left me but a few Moments bef;re the Mar- 

is came; he had now thrown off his Courier's Habit, 
and would have appeared perſectly amiable, but for the 
Patch on his Forehead, which he wore to prevent being 
known, much larger than he need to have done on the 
Account of his Wound. He expreſs'd the Tenderneſs 
he had for me, in the molt paſſionate Terms that the 
Heart could dictate or the Tongue pronounce, and diſ- 
covered an Impatience of being united to me forever, with 
greater Ardency than I had ever obſerved in him before. 
My Father's Paſſion for you, ſaid he, is a Dif- 
ficulty that ſeems almoſt invincible which way, 
O!] moit adorable Feanetta, ſhall we attempt to con- 
could almoſt wiſh you were leſs beauti- 


uer it 
ful, fince your Charms have had ſo unhappy an Jnflu- 
ence 
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ence on him. How ſha't T mention you to him, 
and entreat a Completion of a Felicity for myſelf, which 
muſt involve him in endleſs Deſpair. F heſore be 
loved yon, he could only blame my Ixdiſcretion as he 
term'd it; but now he is become my Rival, will he not 
expect as his Son, I ſhould recede to him Ah! 
Feanetta . Iearetta / there is no way to ſhun the 
Dangers I apprehend, and fave our mutual Tenderneſs, 
now on the Brink of being everlaſtingly overwhelm'd by 
unrelenting Power, 

Though I eaſily gueſs'd what way it was he hinted at, 
and was far from approving it, I made no Reply, be- 
cauſe, indeed, I could find no Words immediately which I 
thought proper to form a Denial to a Lover who delerv'd 
ſo greatly of me; I was ſtudying what to ſay, when he 
taking my Silence as a favourable Omen to what he had 
to propoſe ; yes, charming Feanetta, reſumed he, the 
only Expedient that can cut off at once all my Father's 
Hopes and Expectations is for us to be privately mar- 
ried. Women, continued he, of the firſt Rank 
have had Recourſe to it, and we may be above all o- 
thers excuſed when ſo ſtrong a Necellity leaves us no 
other means to avoid the * Deſtruction, of all we 
would preſerve in Life. L will, therefore, contrive 
it ſo as hold, my dear Marquis, cry'd J, inter: 
rupting him, as we have begun, - and for ſo long a courſe 


of Time, had the ſtricteſt Rules of Honour and Decency 


as Guides to Youth and Paſſion, let us not now ſwerve 
from thoſe faithful Directors; nor by one raſh Action 
tarniſh the Glory of our former Conduct. Clan- 
deſtine Marriages can never be approved either by Hea. 
ven or Earth. 51 

Doubt you my Honour then, cry'd the Marquis with 
' ſome Vehemence Ao you believe me capable of 
deceiving you, or that the Vows I ſhould make to you 


in the Preſence of one Prieſt, would be leſs binding than 


before a thouſand Witneſſes? Are you ſo little ac- 
quainted with me, as to ſuſpect 1 ever can abjure what 
now I ſo ardently defire ? | | 

4 No 
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No, my Lord, anſwer'd I, my Heart needs no 
Vouchers for your Sincerity, your Love, your Conſtan- 
ey but yet to agree to the Propoſal you do me 
the Honour to make, would deprive me of that interior 
Peace, I have ever enjoy'd in the greateſt of my Ni1s- 
fortanes— what cannot the Authority of a Father, 
ſuch as the Marquis De L —ffect? | 
might we not, when molt we thought ourſelves ſecure, 
be torn from each other's Arms like Melicourt and Minet- 
ta, or if it thould not happen ſo, mutt I not live in the 
continual dread of it? The Happineſs of being 
yours, is too Precious ta be blended with Tears, fright- 
ful Apprehenſions, and Uncertainty of preſerving it. 
What ever happens, added I, prefling his Hand, 
you will be ever dear to me; and if I am fe unfortu- 
nate as to be ſeparated from you, I ſhall at leaſt have 
the Conſolation of having contributed nothing to my 
own Wretchedneſs. 

The Marquis fetch'd ſeveral deep Sighs while I was 
ſpeaking ; but, as his Reaſon could not but convince 
him I was in the right, he told me he would infiſt no far- 
ther on a thing to which I ſeem'd ſo averſe. I thank'd 
him for this Proof of his Complaiſance, and ſhewed the 
Senſe I had of it, by all the innocent Careſſes poſſible. I 
muſt have Patience then, cry'd he, charm'd with my 
endearing Behaviour, I will wait, my lovely 
' Feanttta, provided you reſerve for me that Heart on 
which all my Happineſs depends, and alio keep your 
dear Perſon ſo well concealed that it be not forced from 
me—'tis poſſible that Time and Abſence may abate 
my Father's Paſſion for you, and he no longer oppoſe my 
Deſires but if thoſe Hopes prove vain, I want 
but: three Months of being at Age, and then the Law 
makes me my own Maſter, and I may diſpoſe of my 
Hand as Reaſon and Inclination joined in one, com- 
mands,” 

Ah, my Lord! cry'd I, you ſay this, but to make 
tryal of me I have too high an Idea of your Vir- 
tue, to believe you will have recourſe to Methods, too 
frequently, indeed, made uſe of; but ſuch W all 

uty 
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"Duty and Gratitude to Parents. Rather let the 
unhappy Feanctta drag on her loneſome Days in an 
eternal Baniſhment from all that's dear to her, than ſuſ- 
fer the juſtly valued Object of her Soul to come to ſuch 
Extremities. — No, continued I, never will I 
yield to any thing that ſhould make you become a Cri- 
minal win over a Father, who merits all your 
Eſteem, and who is only cruel in oppoſing an Inclina- 
tion he has many Reaſons to diſapprove, and by a long 
and uninterrupted Series of Obedience deſerve he ſhould 
at laſt conſent to your Defires——theſe are the only 
Means I approve of, for engaging the Compliance of a 
Parent, all others are highly blameable, and inconh(- 
tent with the Dictates of Nature as well as Reli- 
ion. 
I utter'd this with an uncommon firmneſs of Voice 
and Deportment, the Marquis loo d at me with Aſto- 


niſhment, and when I had ended; charming Creature! 


cry'd he, is it poſſible that to the moſt Angelick Form, 


there ſhould be joined ſuch Wit, ſuch Prudence, ſuch. 


an Underſtanding, and above all ſuch a Dignity of Sen- 
timents, which though oppoſite to my Deſigns, fill me 
with the extremeſt Reverence———you are not to be 
loved as Woman, but adored as ſomething D vine. 
O! all my Hopes are vain, my Father mult have ob- 
ſerxed this in you as well as I, and never can be pre- 
vail'd upon to relinquiſh ſuch a Treaſure, even though 
it colts him the Life of an only Son +: 21604 
This Exclamation ſoothed my Vanity too much 


J would not ſuffer him to proceed, but entreated him to 


forbear, and proteſted to him 1 had no Ambition, but to 
acquit myſelf of the Duty I owed to Heaven, and 
to pleaſe him, and deſerve the Continuance of his Love. 
The Marquie, after kiſſing my Hand with a mixture 
of Paſhon and Reſpect, was going to make ſome Reply, 
when the Valet de Chamber, whom be had ſent to the 
Camp, came haſtily into the Room, his Maſter expreſt 
the utmoſt Surprize, at ſeeing him return, and aſked 
bim haflily what had prevented his proſecuting, the 
Journey he had ordered him to undertake. * 
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have to inform your Lordſhip, replied he, will make 
you ſenſible it was needleſ happening to call at an 
Inn about ten Miles diſtant from this Place, I ſaw the 
Servant your Lordſhip ſent me to, talking with the 
Man of the Houſe : He no ſooner perceived me, than he 
took immediate Flight, I purſued him, with all imagi- 
nable Speed, til} he took ſhelter in a Wood, where 
judging it impoſſible to find him, I returned to the Houſe, 
hoping to inform myſelf on what Buſineſs he came 
there ; and was told that he had not arrived above ten 
Minutes before I came, and had enquired if a Chaiſe 
attended by three Servants had paſ:'d that way. This 
was enough to make me know, that he is endeayour- 
ing to diſcover which way your Lordſhip took, fo 
thought I could do no better than to return and acquaint 
you with it. 

The Marquis on hearing this no longer doubted but 
that he was betrayed, that his Father was in Poſſeſſion 
ct his Letter, and alſo acquainted with his Journey. It 
was eaſy alſo to ſee, that this Traitor of a Servant was 
order*d to find out to what Place he was gone, as the 
ſureſt means of diſcovering where I lay conceal'd. 

After ſome Reflections on this perplexing Affair, the 
Queſtion was how to behave, as it was not to be doubted 
but the old Marquis would have the Purſuit continued, there 
was little Probability his Son could long eſcape it ; fo 
that we both agreed it was highly neceſſary for him to 
depart but this, alas, was more eaſily reſolved 
than executed e had been too long abſent to 
endure to be ſeparated again ſo ſuddenly we talk'd 
of it that whole Evening the ſame the next Morn- 
ing when he came to me again that whole Day 
pais'd over, a ſecond, and a third alſo were taken up in 
tender Adieus, yet ftill he did not go. The 
Evening before that, in Which he was determined to 
quit the Village, we went to enjoy the Benefit of the 
Air, aſter the Heat of the Day was over, in a little 
Wood about half a Mile from our Houſe : Nature never 
formed a more delightful Place than this, a fine Stream 
ran through the midit of it, near which _— _ 
eve 
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ſeveral Groves ſo thick, and the Trees ſo well ranged, 
that they defended equally from the Sun and Rain, or 


any other Annoyance from the Firmament————a 


thouſand Nightingaes perched upon the Boughs, and 


regaled the Ear with their melodious Notes 
every thing was raviſhing about us, and inſpired Love 
and Tenderneſs it was here we gave and received 
all the Proofs of mutual Love that Virtue could defire, 
or Innocence beſtow we were in this pleaſing 
Entertainment when we heard the trampling of a Horſe 


pretty near us, and profent'y after teard a Man enquire 


the Road to the Village of D———, and how far 
off it was. At firſt we thought he had been ſpeaking 
toſome Perſon he had met with on the Road ; but on 
his calling out, and repcating the ſame Queſtions, with- 
out any Anſwer being given him; alas! ſaid the Mar- 
quis, this is ſome ſome Stranger who has loſt his way, 


and finds no body to direct him and preſently ſteppꝰd 


forward; and told the Man which way he ſhould go. 
The Stranger ſeem'd overjoyed, and having thank'd him, 
aſxed him if he were of the Village? Ves, replied the Mar- 
quis in a feign'd Voice, who now had his own Reaſons for 
this Deception. Then, ſaid the other, did not an Offi- 
cer of Diſtinion come here three or four Days ago in 
a Chaiſe, attended by three Servants? If you can inform 
me whether he continues here, or if gone, which Road 
he took, I will reward you handſomely. You are 
very lucky, anſwered the Marquis, to meet with me, 
becauſe no- body could have given you ſo good an Intelli- 
gence. The Perſon you mean loJges at my Houſe, 
is he not a tall young Man with black Eyes, wears a 
large Patch over halt his Forehead, and bas long curled 
Hair ? You are right, ſaid the Man, and pray 
what does he pretend is his Buſineſs here. Nay, as to 
that, replied my Lover, it is none of my Buiineſs to 
ak any Queſtions ; but there is a very pretty young Wo 
man, that they ſay, has brought him down here.— T 

tell you the Truth, added he, lowering his Voice, and 
drawing nearer, they are together now in this Wood 
L have been liſtening to their Convemation, and if you 
have 
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have any Curioſity, you need only alight, and follow 
me to be convinced. 

I knew very well by all that had been faid, that this 
was no other than the unfaithful Servant, who had given 
us ſo much Concern, and was terrified beyond Meaſure, 
teſt the Marquis in the firſt Emotions of his Rage ſhould 
diſpatch the Wretch ; who immediately diſmounting on 
what his Mafter faid, he feized him by the Throat, and 
no longer diſguiting his Voice, I have you, Villain, 
cry*d he, and at the ſame time drew his Sword, confeſs 
or die this Inſtant. I ſcreamed out at theſe Words, 
fear nothing, Madam, continued the Marquis, and than 
turning to the Man, own the Truth, ſaid he, and I, 
perhaps, may pardon what you have done againft me. 

The Traitor finding who it was that ſpoke to him, 
ſeem'd quite thunderſtruck, and fell at his Feet begging 
he would ſpare his Life : Speak then, continued the 
Marquis, I promiſe to forgive you if you conceal no- 
thing of what you have done againſt me; but if you a- 
gain deceive me expect no Mercy. The Servant who 
knew very well he might depend upon his Maſter's 
Word, inform'd him, that he was drawn in, and cor- 
rupted by the old Marquis's Gentlemen. —W hat Fu, 
cry'd the Marquis ? *Tis falſe my Father has diſ- 
charged him his Service, —It was in order 0 make his 
Peace again, replied the Man, that as ſoon as he heard 
Madam De Roches had left Paris, he bethought him, 
| knowing his Lord's Paſſion for her, of uſing all his En- 
deavours to find out the Place of her Retreat He 
was certain, he ſaid, that there was a Correſpondence 
between your Lordſhip and the Lady, and could not fail 
of diſcovering where ſhe was, provided he could inter- 
cept one of your Letters, 

On this Proje& he came to the Camp in a very private 
manner, and unfortunately pitch'd upon me as his In- 
ſtrument in the Affair. Not only becauſe I am his 
Countryman, and was alſo formerly his Servant; but 
alſo becauſe it was through his Recommendations, I 
obtain'd the Honour of being in my Lord's Family. Af- 
ter calling all this to my Remembrance, he told _ 

— | what 
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what had happened to him, and that if I would aſſiſt him in 


the Execution of a Scheme he had form'd for getting his 
Pardon, and at the ſame time being reveng'd on the 


Lady, who had occaſion'd his Diſgrace, he would not 


only give me an immediate Recompence, but alſo make 
my future Fortune. He found me, alas! but too much 
diſpoſed to come into his Meaſures, and acquainted me 
with his Contrivance ; which was to keep always as near 
your Perſon as poſſible, to be more aſſiduous and diligent 
about you than any other of the Servants; to the end I 
might gain ſome ſhare in your Confidence, and when 
you wrote any Letters to be entruſted with them, which 
inſtead of delivering according to your Orders, I was to 
put immediately into his Hands. 

I obeyed all the Injunctions he gave me but too well: 
And when your Lordſhip commanded me to go to Parts, 
went no farther than a ſmall Town not five Miles from 
the Camp, where he lay concealed expecting to hear 
trom me. He was tranſported with Joy when he 
read the Letter you had entruſted me with this is 
all I wiſh'd, cry'd he, 1 am now certain of retrieving 
my Lord's Favour, and, perhaps, a greater Porticn of 
it than ever. He was not deceived in this Hope, we 
went together to Yer/a://:s, where the old Marquis then 
was, and he had no ſooner wrote to him, that he was 
arrived and had News of Madam De Roches to impart, 
than he had Admittance and was reſtored to his Place; it 
was reſolved I ſhould return to your Lordſhip with the 
Anſwer I brought,and continue to in:ercept your Letters, 


in order to diſcover where the Lady was, which you - 


did not mention in the Packet you ſent by me. 

But your ſudden Departure from the Army diſcon- 
certed all the Meaſures that had been agreed upon, eſ- 
ſpecially, as your Lordſhip did not take me with you; 
all I could do was to acquaint Montieur Ferſas with it, and 
what Road the Equipage, with which 1 was left, was to 
take. The next Day after we ſet out, a Footman be- 
longing to the ola Marquis met me, with a Letter from 
Monſieur Forſan, ordering me to quit the Baggage, and 
endeavour by all the Means I could to ditcover what 
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Road you had taken ; with a Promiſe that if I could 
kad out Madam De Reches by it, he would provide for 
me in the hardſ{;meſt manner all the Days of my Life. 
This, my Lord, was the Inducement of purſu- 
ing you with ſo much Diligence, and of my flyin 
when accidentally met by your Valet de Chamber. 7 
doabted not but you had diſcovered my Infidelity, and 
knowing myſelf loſt with you, renewed my Enquizies 
more zealoully than ever. I ſuffer'd no Town nor 
Village to eſcape me, between the Camp and this, where 
your Lordſhip has ſurprized me; but Heaven to 
puniſh my Perfidy has render'd all my Hopes fruſtrate. 
I am in your Lordſhip's power ———iſpole of 
me as you pleaſe ; but I hope you will ſhew Mercy to a 
poor Wretch, who has ſuftered himſelf to be corrupted by 
fine Prumiſes and Hopes of a Settlement for Life; and 
who beſides all this, was rea!ly informed, that what they 
wanted me to do was wholly for your good, and to 
break off an Affair, which Monſieur For/an ſwore to 
me, would ſooner or later end in your Deſtruction, and 
which the old Marquis was determined to prevent, if poſ- 
lible, at any Rate. 

The Fellow ended theſe Words, with throwing him- 
lelf a ſecond time at his Maſtei's Feet, and wept fo bit- 
terly, that I could not forbear interceding i in his Be- 
ha'f. I will keep my Word with him, Madam, 
ſaid the Marquis, and ſpare his Life, with chis Proviſo, 
that he nevec more comes into my Sight. Pru- 
cence, however, obliges me to ſecure him till I am got 
Home again, and you ate diſpoſed cf in ſome other 
Place, to prevent any farther Effects of his 7 reachery. 
Ah, my Lord, cry'd the Man, I ſwear by all that is 
holy, that if your Lordſhip vouchſafes to give me your 
Pardon, Iwill make no other Uſe of it, than to repair 
the Fault I have committed. 

There was ſomewhat in his Behaviour, that had fo 
much the Air of a true Penitent, that it moved me 
very much, and I pieaded for 1.:m with all the Earneſt- 
nels I was able the Marquis pauſed a little after [ 


had Gone ſpeaking ; but when * had well weigh'd the 
Buſinelſs 
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Buſineſs in his Mind-——this, ſaid he, is the only Re- 
queſt in which J either can, or ought to refuſe ou 
to put it in the Power of a Perſon who has once be- 
trayed my Confidence, to deceive me a ſecond time, is 
being a worſe Enemy to myſelf than he can poſlibly be, 
and 1s what I have laid down as a Maxim never to be 
guilty of ;—but fo ſhew you how ready I am to comply 
as far as is conſiſtent with Diſcretion, though I cannot 
ſuffer him about myſelf, I will be no hindrance to his 
being provided for with another Maſter. 'Take 
then my Pardon, continued he, and with it ſomething 
to ſupport your Expences, till you get into Service. 
With theſe Words he gave him four Lewis D'Ors; and 
added, his Thanks were due to me, whom he deſign'd 
ſo cruelly to injure. Aſter this the Fellow retired full 
of Grief, and I believe unfeign'd Repentance; and uw 
return'd Home making various Reflections on this Ad- 
venture. 

The next Day the Marquis forced himſelf, purſuant td 
the Reſolution he had taken, to quit-the Village of 
52 how difficult both of us found it to part, 
would be a Taſk for the moſt fluent Pen to paint—al! the 
Courage, all the Fortitude I could call to my Afiſtance, 
was ſcarce ſufficient to enable me to ſupport the Grief, 
with which I was overwhelm' d. Remember, 
ſaid I, embracing him with the utmoſt Tendernets, re- 
member on your Fidelity depends my Fate. Alas ! 
replied he, is it poſſible for me to live without adoring 
you ! great as our Diſappointments are 
invincible as the Bars between our mutual Wiſhes ſeem, 
there is a Pleaſure even in ſuftering for you, beyond 
what all the World without it could beſtow, While 
abſent from you I both ſce and hear you, your daar Idea 
15 ſo ſtrong upon my Faculties, that I converie with you 
as when preſent. O! love me with the fame Fer- 
vour, and we neither of us can be truly unhappy. 

It would be too tedious to repeat the hundredth Part of 
the ſoft endearing Expreſſions we made uſe of to each 
other; ſo I ſhall only ſay, that inſtead of going in the 
Morning as he intended, they took“ pp ſo much time 
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that it was near five in the Evening beſcre we ſeparated 
at laſt he threw himielt into his Chaiſe, and 
gave me fo tender an Adieu with his Eyes, that mine 
guſh'd forta a Flood of Tears in ſpite of my Endeavours 
to reſtrain them. The Country Pecple, who wete ga- 
ther'd about the Chaile, as every thing ſurprizes in a Vil- 
lage, were Witneſſes of our Parting, and I could hear 
them jay, this is being like Brothers and Siſters, :ndeed ; 
how fond they are of one another. 

Had not my Heart been too much oppreſt, I ſhould 
not bave forborn laughing at the Simplicity of thele poor 
People, though at the ſame time it ſhewed their own 
want of Guile, not to ſuſpect it in others. They 
took the Marquis for my Brother, becauſe they were 
told he was ſo, and to be able to penetrate too deeply, is 
not always the moſt laudable Qualification. 

My dear Marquis was no ſooner gone, than I ſhut 
myſelf up in my Cloſet and gave the full Scope to my 
Tears and Lamentations when, cry'd I, ſhall I ſee 
again this Lover ſo truly worthy of all the Affection 1 
have for him? What will be the Event of fo ten- 
der, and ſo unfortunate a Paſhon ?!”©-——Are we never 
to meet without our Felicity being embittered with the 
Thoughts cf Parting ? The old Marquis came next 
into my Head. enraged as he is, at my abſenting my- 
ſelf, taid I, how know I but he may compel his Son to 
reveal to him where I am, or if not ſo, ſome other 
means may betray the Place of my Retirement. 
Perkaps, when I leait expect him he may appear——— 
may accolt me with Fury in his Heart and Eye:—may 
tv, take your Choice, 7eancitagp either my Bed or a 
Cloviter is your” Doom it is in vain for. you to de- 
rend upon my Son, he can afford you no Aſſiſtance, nor 
erer mall be yours. You ought to tremble at having 
jo far incenſed me, as it is in my Power to make you 
Loth pay dearly ſor the Advantage, he has gained of 
me in your AfteRtion. 

heile Imaginations were ſo ſtrong and lively that I 
el into a Fit of Trembling, as if what my Fears ſug- 


gels were already come, II believe, my * 
0 
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will ſhortly have Reaſon to think they were a kind of 
Prognoſtick, of what was ſhortly to happen to me: I 
check'd myſelf, however, and endea voured not to give 
way to them, but in vain———1 went to my Devotions, 
yet ſtill they mingled with my Prayers. Heaven, 
alas ! was deaf to my Entreaties, nor could a Heart 
attach'd as mine was at that time to worldly Objects, ex- 
pet Aſſiſtance from above. To merit Divine Conſola- 
tion, one ought to be.aſhamed of that Weakneſs I too 
much indulged ; 
and Complainings were all the Relief 1 could find, 
in the Oppreftons I then labour'd under. 


The End of the ELEVENTH PART. 
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HRE E Days from that of the Rfar- 
' 72 8 N quis's departure, I paſſed in little 
as elſe than Tears; but then the expecta- 
BY tion of receiving a Letter from him, 
With an, Account of what I had to 
N hope or fear from his Father, gave 
ſome truce to my Melancholy, but 
none arriving either by the Poit, 
er any particular Meſſenger, I relapſed into my former 
Sadneſs, with this additional Cauſe, that ſomewhat very 
extraordinary malt have happened, which could occa- 
tron a Delay in what he knew muſt be ſo neceſſary, 
not only for my Peace of Mind, but alſo for the regulat- 
ing my Conduct, as to removing from, or continuing in 
the Village where 1 was. 
My 
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My Father, Mother, and good Aunt were much 
troubled at the unuſual Penſiveneſs they obſerved in me, 


and omitted nothing which they imagined might divert 
me. brit all their .Attempts were unſucceſsful, even 


Reading, my ſavourite Amuſement, had no longer any 


Charms for me, my Thoughts were too perplexed to 
ſuffer me to give any Attention to what I had no immediate 


Concern in, and even tt. ſe Books of Devotion, in which ' 


the pious Souls of the Compolers were poured out in 
fervent Ejaculations, failed of infpiring me with thoſe 
Sentiments, which in reality could only have : fforded 
me that Serenity I ſtood io much in need of. 

A whole Week was now elapſed, I had no News, 
and began to grow impatient, and almoſt wild with the 
various Perturbations of my Alind Good God! 
would I often cry out, what can have happened! 
what Accident ſo dreadſui that my Lover ſhould fear to 
inform me of ————[ was walking haſtily about my 
Apartment, the Agitations of my Mind, rendering my 
Body no leſs reſtleſs, when my Mother came baſtily 
into the Room, to tell me that a Chaiſe and Six with a 
Gentleman in it, deſired to ſpeak with me. As my 
Apprehenſions of the old Marquis were always in my 
Head, I concluded it was he, and was ready to faint 
away; | recovered mylelf, however, and dehred he 


might be brought in; but what I endured in that Inte: val 


is not to be expreſſed. | 
But how were my Fears converted into Pleaſure, 
when I ſaw inſtead of him I imagined, the Valet de 
Chamber of my Lover, the faithful Dubois came into my 
Chamber, and preſented a Letter to me: Heavens! 
cried I, is it poſüble that after the Apprehenſions the 
Marquis and I were under of your being ſeen here, 
that he ſhould venture to ſend you? I have taken a 
{ure Precaution to prevent being known, ſaid he, ſne in 
me a falle Noſe, which it ſeems he had worn till he 
came into my Room, this Note would diſguiſe me to 
my own Father; ſo that there is nothing to be feared 
on that fide, ——— would to Heaven, continued he, 
I could as eaſily reconcile you to the News I bring 
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O, Heavens! cried I, earneſtly, what has happened ? 
Read, Mfadam, rejoined he, and you will then be judge 
whether my Lord Marquis could properly ſend any 
other Perion than myſelf on a Buſineſs which will require 
all your Fortitude to ſuſtain. 

do dreadful a Preparation might very well alarm me, 
Heavens, cried I, what new Diſaber hat Is 
tas Fate now prepared for the unfortunate Fearetta /— 
Seal broke open I found what I cannot even now 


elect on, without ſhivering (Grief ſure was 
wer mn tal. for if it had I could not have ſurvived the 
LCL $440 : piſtle. 


To mine no more, the fatally enchanting 
1 


2 7 4 Gall Jar. O, | en tos lovely Creature / 
cab tx; "ref the ot yation Oo , my Heart! Grie 
Horror] Des; fparation; 1 Madneſs are all W:rds tos poor to 
rue you any jt Jaca of it Fete, exquifite in Cruelty, 
is mot 5 75 render me tre 9 evretched of Mankind, 
without co e ling my gan Hand to give the Blow, which 
ferever fia, me from my hepes ——yes, Jeanetta, it 1s 
foordained, that I mull uſe all the Poser I have over 
you, t3 engage you ts think of me no more——to baniſh 
me entir ely fr om your Heart that Heart which 13 
obtain I have done and ſuffered ſo much I maſt 
de. or forfeit all Title to better Fortune let me than 
rather be miſerable than merit to be % ut, why do 
I keep von in ſulpenſe ? the dreatful Riddle muſt be at laſt 
explains Take it then in few Mord. My Father 
lies at the print of Death, brouz ht to this Extremity by you 
and me our Name is ever in his Mouth he 
calls for you and ſays he ſhall expire in Peact, 


if be carries tote Grave the Name of your Huſband 
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can | be a tn, and not de every thing in my power 10 
preſerve fo precious @ Life, as that of a Parent. — 
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Jan ſo ur bapty as to bſe him, let me not repr wad ar Self, 
with being the horrid Cauſe of his Death—————e 
Nome 2 54 icide, 18 avhat T cannot bear T4 COVEY: 
therefore I awas dear to you, fave him «who gave me 
Being even Now bis lajt A. onies ſeem approac Ding— 
hr, TI th. 1. O moſt excillint of thy Sex ! 2 Ilinutt' s 
delay may made tue Succour you gb. bring teo late, ard 


render pre the moji guilty, as well as maſt wretched of 
Mankind 


Tour „ c far as I now dare to call melt, 


1— — 


What is it to me, cried I, burſting into Tears, let the 
cruel Parent die——————m I to be puniſhed for the 
Fury of his Paſſion, and the Condition to which it haz 
reduced him! Rigid Heaven! am I preſerved for 
this why was e born with theſe deſtructive 
Charms why endeed with a Soul capable of didin- 
guiſhing what real Happinels is, if 1 mult be plunged 
into the Depth of Alitery ? as I ſpoke this, my 
Grief ſo overwhelmed me, that had not Dabcis ſupported 
me I muſt have fainted away. 

The Marquis doubtleſs had forſeen to what a Condi- 
tion his Letter would reduce me, and gave his Valet de 
Chamber a Phial, whoſe rich Elixir reſlored me to my- 
ſelf alas! ſaid I to Dubois, why would you not 
ſaffer me to dic why apply this barbarous Re- 
lief. like a Wretch condemned to expire in Tor- 

ments, you ſtrengthen me only to prolong my Pain. 
Tho' Dubois by the Knowledge he had of my Love 
for his Maſter, might be ſuppoſed to be pretty, 
well prepared for ſuch a Scene, yet was he fo de- 
jected at it, that he was ſcarce able to utter any thing for 
my Conſolation at laſt, in the Name ot all taat's 
dear td you, Madam, ſaid he, endoavour to bear up 
againſt this unexpected Blow think to what a 
Condition it has reduced my Lord, and how dearly he 
Pays for his Diſcharge of his Duty ſhou'd ke fee 
04 * vo 
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your Griefs what would become of him? O. 
it is that which overthrows all my Fortitude, replied I, 
did L tutter alone, Death would ſoon put a Period to my 
Scrrows ,; but the Conſiderations of my dear Marquis's 
De pair retards my fleeting Life———what would indeed 
tecore of this faithful Lover, if he ſhould be told I was 
kilied by the Injunction he laid upon me ?f——Yes, 
cried I, after a ſhort Pauſe, to comply with his Defires, 
to make bim eaſy, in the cruel Sacrifice he makes of 
what is deareſt to him, I muit not only preſerve” the 
Jie of his Father, but my own He fhall be 
cheyccl 

* 3 hs for ſome Time intercepted the Paſſage of 
my Words; but ſupprefiing them with all my Might, 
at 15 go, cried J, the Marquis ſhall know how 
extenſive his on er is over me——— l deſigned myſelf 
101 him, myie't was all the Preſent I had to make him, 
ard for a los z me he has been Matter of me-——he 
may diſpoſe his own [ will not offer to fꝛeſiſt 
by acts in this manner I ſhall at leaſt prove, that tho 

a infrtely inferior to him in Birth, I am not at 
au u noble Seritimer , and any Exampie ls can ſet 
I Gail never want Refolution to imitate. 

vr nat a Dignt ity of lind do you make known, 
Madam, ctie! Datei: with Tears in bis Eyes: 
a way of 1 Vinkeing ſuch as yours is worthy of a Throne, 
none that buly know you can be aftoniſhed at 
that Excels of Paſſion you excite———ah! would to 
Heaven you were as fortunate as I am ſure you ought to 
be ! 

I was *©9 much overwhelm'd with AMiQion to make 
any Reply to 22 e Words, nor had even my Vanity, which 
I have a thouſand times acknowledged was my predo- 
minant Feib'e, any Dominion over me in this dreadful 
Crifis. I cal!'zd for Barbara. and ordered her to pack up 
my Thivgs immediately for my Journey Ah, 
Heavens ! ate we going to leave D then ! cried 
He; perhaps we are, aid I, with more Sternneſs than 
J had ever ſpoke to her before, it's not your Buſineſs to 


enquire but io obey, The good Creature was 10 on 
15 , 
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this ; but went about doing as I had commanded, tho 
1 believe with a very akeing Heart. 

My Detigns were no ſooner known, than every one 
was in Tears what muſt we loſe this charming Lady, 
cried my Mother? I hope, rejoyned my Father, who 
happened to be at home, it is not through any Fault of 
ours ? no, no, anſwered I, on the contrary, I leave you 
with a regret, which at preſent you are not able to con- 
ceive an indiſpenſible, a cruel Neceſſity tears me 
from you———1 ſhould have thought myſelf bleſt to have 
paſt all my Days in this peaceful innocent Obſcurity; 
but a Mandate I am bound to obey, leaves me not the 
Miſtreſs of my Inclinations. 

As I ſpoke theſe Words, I took my Mother in my 
Arms and tenderly embraced her, my Father out of 
Reſpect drew back; but I flew to him, and throwing 
myſelf upon his Neck, permit me, ſaid I, to teſtity 
how dear I am to u- a little Time perhaps will 
ſhew I do but my Duty. 

After this 1 got into my Chaiſe, leaving my Parents 
very much aſtoniſhed, eſpecially my Father, whole very 
Soul was touched at my endearing Behavior : My Aunt 
jumped in after me, as fond as ſhe was of her Village, 
and cried, ſhe would leave all that was dear to her in the 
World to follow me ; on which I kiſſed her by way of 
Acknowledgment ; juſt as we were driving away, my 
Mother aſked me what ſhe ſhould do with the Goods I 
had left behind————keep them, cried I, ſtretching 
out my Hand to her, whither I ever Return to you or 
oy all I have is yours, both through Gratitude and 

uty. 

1 ck not hear what Anſwer ſhe made, the Chaiſe 
at that Inſtant began to be in Motion, but doubtleſs my 
Words were as ſurprizing as the Hurry in which I weat 
away. Dubois, whoſe Orders were to make all poſſible 
Expedition, haſtened the Poſtilion, and all the Po!t- 
Houles having notice, the Relays were in ſuch readinels, 
that we did not loſe a Moment. 

I was all the Time buricd in the moſt profound Me- 
lancholy, which Dali; perceivifig as he rode by the 
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fide of the Chaiie, begged of me to conquer my Affliction 
as much as Poilible, and told me, that if the young 
Marguis ſnould be teriible of half the Grief he faw mie 
in, he could not an{wer but that it would be fatal to 
hun. | 

I loved with too diſintereſted an Affection not to do 
every Thing that might contribute to the eaſe of that 
dear Man, and aſſured Dubois, I would uſe my utmolt 
Efforts to ſtifle my Sighs, my Tears, and all that ſhould de- 
note Diltreſs, which was the utmoit could be expected 
from me. 

My poor Aunt, who heard all this without being 
able to comprehend the Meaning of it any farther, than 
that ſomething had happened to give me Diſquiet, cried 
every Moment, bleſs me, I wonder any body can have 
the Heart to vex ſo good a Lady; but I will pray fo 
heartily to God for you, that I am ſure you will be rid 
ef every thing that troubles you at laſt. 

How wei!, thought I, does the Simplicity of this 


good Creature remind me of my Duty ! it's to Heaven 


alone, we oughtto have recourſe in our Calamitie 
it's Heaven alone can relieve us. Vain are our own 
Endeavour vain the Conſolation that human 
he!p affords ! 

The Relays all the Way were ſo exact, that che Speed 
we made was incredible, Day was but juſt withdrawn 
when we arrived at Paris; but there are ſome periods 
in Lite, when every thing goes wrong, and makes it 
ſe:m as if Misfortunes of every kind combined to our 
Vexation. Dubeis was fo eager in haſtening the Poſtilion, 
that in his hurry he drove againſt a Coach and overturned 
it, juſt as we paſſed by the Opera-Houſe, which break- 
ing one of our Wheels obliged us to ttop : The Shrieks of 
the Women in the Coach drew together a hundred 
Flambeaux, and a vaſt Crowd of People, ſo that every 
thing that paſſed was as plainly to be ſeen as at Noon- 


Day————Da6is had left me fitting in the Chaiſe, 


in order to go and bring a Chair while he was 
gone, the Footmen belonging to the Coach that had re- 
ceived this Injury, fell upon my Poſtilion, the Fellow 

unable 
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unable to make his Party good againſt ſo many roare d 
out for help; his Cries drew ſtill more People about us, 
and the Confuſion was ſo great, that Barbara and my- 
ſelf were terrified to that Degree that we were ready to 
faint away ; but my Fright ſoon gave way to my Vexa- 
tion I was looking earneitly for Da hois to return, 
when the Duke De unluckily going to the Opera 
knew me from his Coach, and called out to his Servants 
to ſtop make up to that Chaiſe, crizd he, and pre- 
vent the Lady from coming to any hurt by this Acci- 
dent ſhe is my Acquaintance, and a Woman of 
vality, 

Not all the Danger I was in, ſeemed half ſo much a 
Misfortune as the meeting this Nobleman, and wovid 
much rather have remained in it, than owed my Au- 
ſtance to a Perſon, from whoſe Love or Gallantiy my 
dear Marquis had ſuffered ſo much beſides, [ 
knew not what Diſcoveries the real Madam De Reches, 


might have made after I was gone, nor what I ſhould 


reply in caſe, when this Buſtle ſnould be over, any 
Queſtions ſhould be aſked me concerning my having 
aſſumed that Name. 

The Duke's coming up drew the Eyes of the whole 
Crowd upon me; but, good Heavens, how was | alarmes, 
when the Ladies being by this Time, with much ado 
dragged out of the Coach, which lay quite turned over, 
I ſaw that one of them was Madam D*Efizve!, that 
Madamoiſelle D*'£/5;cax, by whoſe Malice I kad been 
brought into fo many 'Troubles———what would I not 
have given to have been any where but where I was ! 
pulled my Hood over my Face to prevent her 
knowing me; but ſhe had already got a Glimpſe of my 
Face, and was no leis quickſghted than myielf? hat, 
{11d ihe, to lier Servants, and the People about her, 13 
that the Chaite that has offered me this inſult, and being 
anſwered in the arimnative, and has that infamous litzie 
Wretch e.cap:i till now the Puniſhment of all th. 
Miſchiefs her Artifices have occaton'd s ſhe ſtall 
at Liberty, and has the Impudence to affront a Women 
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into the Kenre!, added ſhe, to her Servants 
is no Uiage bad enough for her. 

"I is ealy to imagine what I felt on this Occaſion, 
and how | looked at the approach of four Footmen with 
their Flambeaux ; but a Protector was not wanting 
The Duke laving quitted his Coach, came running with 
his Servants, and drew his Sword let me fee 
who daie come near this Chaiſe, ſaid he this 
Lady is my Acquaintance, and whoever has the Inſolence 
to moleſt her, ſhall repent it. Iheſe Words, and the 
Knowledge who it was that ſpoke them, made the 
Voctmen of Madam D' Eftival draw back Here 
ite Aſtait might poſſibly have ended, had not the too 
c-uragicus Dubois came that Inſtant up, and ſeeing the 
Danger I wzs in, began to lay about him with his Whip, 
on which they all turned upon him with their Flambeaux, 
the Puke's Men tcok his Part, and had it not been for 
tze Guards, who ſome were prudent enough to call, a 
orcat deal cf Miſchief muſt have enfued—the Duke, 
who teck this Opportunity to give me a Proof of his 
Faſſion, had engaged in the Fray himſelf, but the Officer 
on Duty appearing, the Tumult abated, and the Duke 
entreating him in a very polite Manner, to aſſiſt in 
comeying me to his Coach, which he ſaid was waiting 
icr me, he came to offer me his Hand for that Purpoſe; 
u hen Madam D' Eſiival, perceiving I was likely to get 
away, called out to him, what are you about Monſieur, 
{aid this cruel Woman, would you protect, and hinder 
me from puniſhing a ſawey Wretch, who out of meer 
Malice pull; over my Coach, and inſults me in the Face 
et the World! there are a hundred Witneſles to 
ſwear this, tis unjuſt to protect a little mean Creature, 
aſter ſuch a Behaviour, and have no regard to the Re- 
monſtrances of a Woman of Quality the Officer 
ſurprited at theſe Reproaches, and knowing fhe was in- 
Geed 2 Woman ©: Rank, turned towards her, and told 
ter, that it was not for him to decide the Matter 
that he only did his Duty in preventing Milchicf: 
that my Ct.ailc was broke down, and it was but jult 
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to help me out of it; and that I was a Perſon of 


Diſtinction too 

How ! cried Madam D' Efival, of Diſtinction 
you are impoſed upon Monſieur— the Wretch is 
the Daughter of a poor Wood-Cutter in the Foreſt 
of Fountainbleau, and Tenant to the late Count my 
Father. 

The Duke Ds ——who was ſo that T 
really was what I had pretended to be, that I believe 
he would have loſt his Life in the Defence of his Opi- 
nion, cried out, it was very unbecoming to have re- 
courſe to Calumny, in order to gain a Point; 'that he 
knew me very well, and that there was not one Word 
of Truth in all ſhe had altedged, Beſides, ſaid he, ap- 
pealing to the People, why ſhould this Lady be blamed 
for the Careleſſneſs of her Poſtilion "tis eaſy to 
ſee ſhe is the Perſon moſt frighted at the Accident, and 
inſtead of ufing her ill, every body ought in Honour to 
give her what Aſſiſtance ſhe ſtand in need of—but I am 
not much ſurprized, continued he, in an Air of Ridicule, 
at the Ill- nature which would ſubject her to every kind 
of Misfortune————you ſee ſhe is extremely handſome, 
and that is a Crime never to be pardoned by Ladies of a 
certain turn of Mind. 

This extroardinary Conelufion fet every body into 2 
loud Fit of Laughtef=————they turned their Eyes firft 
on me, then on Madam D'Eftival, and then on me 
again = general Murmur was heard in my favour, 
. hundred Arms inſtead of one a hundred 
Coaches were offered to receive me——all now went 
wonderfully for me, but I was deſtined to undergo one 
more Mortification yet before 1 could get rid of this 
Adventure. 

Publick Entertainments at Parry, and I believe 
where elſe, bring People together, who otherwiſe per- 
haps never would have met. My ill Stars decreed it fo, 
that the true Counteſs De Roches was that Night at the 
Opera the otop of Coaches I had fo innocently 
occaſioned. prevented her coming out, and enquiringy as 
it was natural, the Reaſon of this Diſturbance, = the 
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Names of the Ladies, for whoſe different Intereſts there 
had been a kind of Parties made, one of the Duke's Ser- 
vants unfortunately happened to be near her, and an- 
ſwered, that as to one of the Ladies he did not know 
her, but the other was Madam the Counteſs De Roches. 
How ! ſaid ſhe, to two Ladies who were with 
her, this Accident is odd enough—— this is certainly 
the Woman, who took my Name upon her, and received 
that Bounty from the King, which I ought to have 
had —]'il have her apprehended upon the Spot, 
if ſhe eicapes now, I may make as many fruitleſs En- 
quires after her as | have done. 

While this Conſpiracy was forming againſt me, and 
which I heard nothing of ; they were helping me out of 
the Chaiſe: the Duke De took hold of my 
Hand, and would have obliged me to go into his 
Coach; but Dubois whiſpered tomething to his Grace, 
on which he aniwered, that is very true, and then led 
me to another, which I ſaw had the Marquis's Livery, 
we were juit going to drive away, when a Voice cried 
out, ſtop top the fEtitious Counteis De Roches /—— 
Dubois, who had heard ſometning of this, tho' I had not, 
had jumped into the Coach with me, and putting his 
Head out of the Door, bid the Coachman to drive as faſt 
as he could, and regard nothing this Direction 
ſaved me, it was executed with ſuch Rapidity ; to the 
Mizfortune of all the Carriages that ſtood in our way, 
the Horſes unuſed to the Whip, now feeling it, bore 
down every thing they met, and whirled me from this 
Diſaſter, which otherwiſe might have proved of very 
il Confequence to me. 

It was near Eleven however, when I reached the old 
Marquis's Honſe : all his People ſtood ready to receive 
me as | alighted from the Coach, eager and curious to 
ſee a Perion fo remarkable by her preient Circum- 
ſtances; the young Marquis himſelf waited for me in a 
Galle; he looked pale, wan, dejected, and as à Man 
quite born down with Affliction the Diſorder of 
his Dreſs, and even his very Hair beſpoke the T'roub'e 
of his Soul with a Sigh, which ſeemed to rend 

bus 
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his Heart, he took me by the Hand, and tenderly 
preſſed it; but had not power to utter one Word, tho” 
| perceived he more than once attempted it was in 
the ſame Condition, fain would I have ſpoke ſomething 
to convince him of the greatneſs of the Sacrifice I was 
going to make him; but I was deprived of Voice, and 
thus in the moſt perfect Attitudes of dumb Sorrow, did 
we paſs thro' ſeveral large Rooms before we came to the 
Marquis's own Apartment. 

We arrived at length at the fatal Door, it was fa 
dark, that I could diſtinguiſh nothing at entring, but 
two Wax Candles, whoſe feeble Glimmering, was 
obſcured by the Shade of a Screen. The Marquis 
ſqueez'd my Hand a ſecond Time, ſigh'd again, and 
having led me into the Middle of the Room, left me 
there, and went to his Father's Bed-ſide ; my 
Lord, cried he, in a faultering Voice, the beautiful 
Feanetta is come to offer herſelf to you———ſhe will no 
longer oppoſe the Honour you deſign her — ſhall ſhe 
approach: a low Voice, like that of a Perſon 
whoſe lateſt Mcment was arrived, anſwered, what ſay 
you, Son ? the Marquis attempted to repeat what 
he had faid ; but his inward Agonies would not permit 
him, and all he could do was to make a Sign to 
ech who was waiting, to perform that Office for 

im. 

The old Marquis no ſooner ſeemed to urderſtand 
what they were ſaying to him, than he cried out in a 
Voice ſomewhat louder than before Son, I am 
ſatisfied and then remained ſilent. 

My dear Marquis, who had been ſtruggling with his 
Griefs, had now gathered Courage enough to aſk him 
it he would not ſee me I tear, replied he, I have 
not Strength ſufficient to bear it however let her 
approach. I did fo, trembling and almoſt dying at 
every Step, the Marquis took my Hand, and preſented 
it to his Father, who called for a Light, but when one 
was brought, ſcemed unable to bear the glare of it, and 
bad then remove. it again it is enough, ſaid he, 1 
ſee I am not deceive, it is indeed JFeancita herſelf; 

he 
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he faid no more, but appeared deep in Thought, during 
which he caſt his Eyes ſometimes on me, and ſometimes 
on his Son alternately. 

We all were in a profound Silence for ſome time, the 
young iswas the firſt that broke it, and teſtiſing 
the Conquelt he had pained over himſelf, well my Lord, 
faid he, in a more intelligible Voice, how do you find 
yourſelf ?!————w1l not the Sight of a Perſon fo dear 
to you give ſome happy turn to your Diſtemper ? Alas! 
cried he, it is too much I have not Spirits to ſup- 
port the Joy then addreſſing himſelf to me, you have 
ſpoke nothing to me, O too charming Feanetta | —— 
I fear — coming hither is an Affliction to you. No, 
my good Lord, repled I with a Reſolution which ſur- 
prized even myſelf, and I ſwear to perform whatever 
your Son has engaged for me. How generous 1s this, 
cried the old Marquis, why cannot I imitate ii 
why abuſe ſueh Goodneſs ; but Fate muſt be obeyed. 

When he had fpoke theſe Words, he made a Sign to 
Forſan to come near, after which this Gentleman pre- 
ſented me his Hand, and ſaid, it was the Marquis's 
Pleaſure he ſhould have the Honour of conducting me to 
the Apartment alloted for me ; would it were my Grave, 
faid I to myſelf, yet ſuffer him to lead me, and kept 
back the Tears which were ready to burſt, anc give vent 
to the Anguiſh of my ſwollen Heart. He took the Op- 
portunity as we were going to aſk my Pardon for all his 
paſt Tranſgreſſions, and begged me to believe he would 
attone for them by the Fidelity and Submiſhon of his 
future Conduct. To all which, I anſwered very cooly, 
and if I was capable of feeling any Relief in this dread- 
ful Situation, it was when I was rid of him. 

The Apartment in which he leſt me, was furniſhed 
and adorned with, a Profuſion of Magnificence the 
Gildings, Carvings, Glaſſes ſhined on all 8ide 

my Eyes were Ha with the Glare, but my Heart was 
in ſuch a cruel State of Dejection, that it ſcarce was 
ſenſible of any Thing. I throwed mytelt into an eaſy 
Chair, and the long reſtrained Tears now I was alone, 
burſt forth, and afforded me ſome little Eaſe, _ I 

verily 
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verily believe I had been ſuffocated but T enjoyed 
this poor Relief but a ſhort Time: The Houſe Steward 
came in, and with a great deal of Reſpect, aſked me 
if I would have Supper ſerved up. I want nothing, 
anſwered I, and the greateſt Pleaſure you can do me, 
is to ſuffer me to retire to reſt ; but he replied, that tho' 
his Orders were to obey me in every thing, he could 
not conſent I ſhould be without Refreſhment, after the 
Fatigue of my Journey. With theſe Words he left me, 
and preſently after entered two Footmen, with the Ser- 
vices of the Table, the Cloath was laid, and I was not 
a little ſurprized to ſee two Plates. 

When all was ſpread ; a number of Men in rich 
Liveries, brought in the Diſhes, and delivered them to 
the Steward, who placed them on the Table, I was 
not accuſtomed to theſe Ceremonies, and in ſpite of my 
Melancholy they amuſed me. 

The Moment the firſt Courſe was placed, a Valet 
de Chamber appeared at the Door, carrying two Flam- 
beaux, and fcllowed by the young Marquis, he made a 
low Bow to me, and after having prefented his Hand. 
© wag me to rae i die, iat down ju yer àgalnſt me, 
without ſpeaking one Word. 

This Sight produced in me an odd kind of Emotion, 
and which I am utterly unable to deſeribe it could 
not be called Pleaſure, our preſent Circumſtances would 
not admit of it, nor was it truly Pain; the Preſence of 
a Man ſo much the Lord of all my Faculties could not 
be diſguſtful to me. it was therefore a Mixture of 
both, and created a hurry of Spirits greater than in all 
the various Accidents of my Life I had ever known be- 
fore. The Number of Servants in waiting was ſuch 
a Reſtraint upon me, that I ſcarce durſt look upon him. 
and when I did it, was but by Stealth: He either did in 
reality, or I imagined it, appear under leſs Affliction than 
when I faw him firſt, and this gave me no ſmall Sur- 
prize, for tho his Grief was Death to me, yet I thought 
he onght not to be able to overcome it. | 

In this Situation of Mind, it coyld not be expected I 


Mould have any Appetite to eat, tho' the Marquis was 


| very 
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very diligent in carving for me, whatever he imagined, 
might be agreeable to me————we drank to each other 
ſeveral Times by a Bow, bat ſpoke not a KR and 
this dumb Scene laſied all the Time we were tog 


As full of Inquietude as I was, I had not p to 
riſe from Table for a long Time, till recolleci; 17 1:4 
my Tediouineſs might be taken Notice of, t 12 
Motive of it. ſuſpected, I quitted my Chair, an the 


Marquis immediately took me by the ilanu. ihe 
Flambeaux led the Way, and I was conducted into a 
Bedchamber, where I found two Women waiting on 
each fide a rich Toylet, that very Toylet which had 
been preſented to me, and I had left behind me in my 
Lodgings at Paris; one of them advanced an ealy 
Chair the Moment I came in, and then with the 
other attended behind it, ready to receive my Commands. 

As ſoon as I was ſeated the Marquis made me a 
profound Reverence, and went out of the Room 
as I caſt my Eyes on him, that Inſtant I ſaw he was in 
Tears, that Sight melted down all my Reſolution, and 
I burſt into an immoderate Fit of Weeping. 

On this, one of the Woman drew ncar. and with a 
great deal of Sweetneſs, as well as Humility, begg'd 1 
would not afi&t myſelf, but exert that good Senſe the 
World allowed me to be Miſtreſs of, in ſurmounting my 
Diſtreſſes, if it were poſſible I could labour under any, 
in the ſplendid Condition I now was. Alas! cried J. 
with a Sigh, I deſerve not theſe Favours from Fortune— 
why are they not beſtowed on one who would become 
them better ? 

I then began to think of my poor Aunt, and enquired 
ifa Woman I had brought with me, and very mich 
loved, were removed from me? They aſſured me to the 
contrary, and ſaid that when the young Marquis 
conducted me to his Father's Apartment, the Comptroller 
of the Houſe had taken her into a Room, and that ſhe 
was now at Supper in the Steward's Parlour, where ſhe 
was treated with all imaginable Kindneſs in Reſpe& to 
me, and I ſhould ſce her inſtantly, 1 


— 


Virgin's Victory. 30 

I was highly ſatisfied with this Anſwer, and as ſoon 
as ſhe came in, I deſired to be left alone with her, which 
Order being obeyed, I began to queſtion her about 
what ſhe had obſerved in the Houſe, and in what Man- 
ner they behaved to her. Ah ! my dear Lady, replied 
ſhe, with Fyes ſparkling with Joy, a thouſand Times 
better than ever I could have expected, I have ſupped 
with the young Lord's Nurſe, who is extremely kind to 
Me=——all the Men, dreſſed as fine as Counts, waited 
upon me, and called me Madamouelle at ever Word 
I never was fo treated in all my Life——methinks I 
am in Paradiſe believe indeed it's all upon 
your Account ; but no matter for that [ take 
the more Pleaſure in it for being obliged to you for 
it. 

So great was her Tranſport, that I believe ſhe would 
have talked all Night, if I had not interrupted her, 
by ſaying I thought it requiſite we ſhould both of us go 
to Bed after our Journey; with all my Heart, ſaid ſhe, 
for my Heart's at eaſe, and I am ſure I ſhall ſleep well. 
I then aſked her, if ſhe knew where ſhe was to lie? 
Yes, indeed, ſaid ſhe, taking a Candle in her Hand, 
While you were at Supper, the Nurſe ſhewed me all 
your Apartments, and the Chamber appointed for 
me See there, Madam, ſaid ſhe, making me look 
into a ſmall Room, that opened from my own ; what a 
fine Field-Bed there i good God! continued ſhe, 
laying her Hand on the Bedding, it is almoſt a Sin to 
ſpoil all this what Sheets are here, our Curates 
Surplice is not half ſo white and fine her Ex- 
c amations would have made me laugh at any other time; 
but I was now incapable of being diverted with any 
thing, ſo made her put me to Bed with all the haſte 
Ne could, after which ſhe retired. 2 

Weary as I was it was not without great Difficulty I 
went to Sleep, there was ſomething ſo aſtoniſhing in 
what had happened to me that Day, that I could ſcarce 
believe but it was all a Dream : But theſe flattering Ideas 
were of no long Continuance—Alas! cry'd I to 
myſelf, and weeping bitterly, it is but too — 

a oſq 
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loſe for ever all I love ——marry ing the Father, all 
Hopes, even the moſt diſtant ones in regard to the Son, 
are cut entirely off. Great God! what have I done 
in what Miſeries has my Obedience to the Will of 
that dear Man plung'd me in why did I conſent to 
this ſhocking Sacrifice ?—————if it was determined 1 
ſhould be unhappy in being forever ſeparated from my 
Lover, ſure I might have allowed myſelf the Conſolation 
of never being another's. I might then have loved 
him, and been beloved by him without a Crime—tho' 
our Eyes had never met, our Hearts would have ſy mpa- 
thized, and bore a Partnerſhip in each others Woe, and 
that very Knowledge would have enabled both to ſup- 
port our mutual Mis fortune; but now what Relief 
remains——eyen the Privilege of complaining is denied. 
O! wretched———wretched Fearetia, purſued I, 
wringing my Hands, and yielding io the moſt violent 
Deipair, till a Heavineſs like that of Death came on 
me, and I no longer was ſenſible of any thing. I 
cannot call this Interval of Torture true Repoſe, be- 
cauſe when I waked from it, I did not find myſelf in the 
zeaſt refreſh'd ; nevertheleſs it was bread Day when [ 
opened my Eyes, and found Barbara, who was accuſto- 
med to riſe early, at my Bedſide. She enquired after 
my Health, and told me ſhe fear'd I was not well, hav- 
ing heard me groan ſeveral Times; I told her that my 
Mind ſuffer' d more than my Body; ſo much the worſe, 
cry'd ſhe, the Body will ſoon feel the Effects of it, and 
then both will be bad. Theſe Words were, alas! but, 
too prophetic, as it ſoon after proved. 

The Moment I was up the two Woman I had dif- 
miſſed the Night before, came inta my Chamber and 
begg'd leave to dreſs me, in order to paſs into the Apart- 
ment of my Lord Marquis, who entreated the Favour of 
ſeeing me as ſoon as poſſible. ! trembled at a Requeſt 
I knew to be a Command, and ſat down while they pre- 

rd my Hair, and adorned me a gay glittering 

—_—. 

As I caſt my Eyes on the Pictures that hung in my Cham- 
ber, chat of a very beautiful Infant, whoſe Features me- 

thought 
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thought had ſome Reſemblance with thoſe of my dear 
Marquis ſurprized me; and immediately I aſc'd for whom 
it was defign'd ? For our young Lord, replied ſhe that was 
drefling me, and that next to it is his Mother's, our 
firſt Lady. How! cry'd I, has the Marquis been twice 
married? No, Madam, anſwer'd ſhe, but we look upon 
you as our ſecond Lady. I ſaid no more————theſe 
Words, though informing me no more than what I too 
well knew before, were like ſo many Daggers to my 
Heart. The Thought was dreadful, and Nature a- 
voids as much poſſible every thing that ſhocks it. 

I was ſcarce got ready when a Valet de Chamber 
from the young Marquis, came to enquire how I had 
paſs'd the Night, and if I were diſpoſed to go into his 
Father's Apartment. I anſwer'd, that when he -pleaſed 
I would attend him, and then enquired how the fick 
Lord did. The Valet de Chamber replied, that he had 
enjoy'd a very quiet Sleep, and now ſpoke with more 
Facility than he had done, which was look'd upon as a 
good Sign, and gave great Hopes of his Recovery. 
While he was ſpeaking, Monſieur Forſan enter'd, and 
told me they waited for me with Impatience, to hear the 
Contract read to me, which was juſt drawn up, and to 
have it ſign'd. | 

The very Name of Contract threw me into a cold 

Sweat, and not able to conceal my Diſorder, I thought, 
ſaid I, they would not have perform'd that Ceremony 
till the Marquis was perfectly recover'd. He is eager, 
Madam, anſwer'd he, to ſecure his Happineſs. 
He has paſt the greateſt Part of the Night in giving In- 
ſtruct ions to his Lawyer; and when you hear what he 
has done for you, you will judge of the true Eſteem he 
has for you, and confeſs the Advantages that ariſe from 
marrying a Man advanced in Years. 

I {aid nothing to all, but ſuffer'd him to lead me 
tirough the Apartments: I knew not how I got to the 


iick Perſon's Chamber: My Knees bent under me 


through Trouble and Weakneſs, and I ſtagger'd at every 
Step 1 took; on my Entrance I found two Strangers 
there, the one Writing, and the other -ſeeming to dic- 
h tate 
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Cheeks while I was ſpeaking theſe Words. 
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tate to him at a Deſk at the lower End of the Room, I 
doubted not but they were proceeding on the cruel Con- 
tract, and look'd on them, as a Wretch condemn'd does 
on the Executioner. 

The old Marquis was fitting up in his Bed, with a 
rich Night Gown thrown over him, as there was more 
light in the Room than had been the Night before, 1 
— a fuller View of him, and was ſurprized to find his 
Looks fo little alter'd in an Illneſs ſo dangerous, as his 
was judg'd to be. When I drew near, he took me 
by the Hand. and preſſing it with more Violence than 
one could have imagin'd in his Condition, gave Orders 
to be left alone with me, which being that Inſtant 
obeyed, he ſpoke to me in theſe Terms. 

My preſent Weaknels, lovely Zeancuta, ſaid he, will 
not permit me to {peak much, therefore, expect a direct 
Anſwer to what I ſhall fag. ———Thi it is the 
State to Which you ſee me reduced is owing to you—— 
if I recover it is to you I ſhall be indebted for my Life 
my Son aſſures me you are ready to make me 
Dubois has inform'd me in what a heroick 
manner you conſented to this Sacrifice : Tell me if 
you repent it: It is not yet too late ſay 
but the Word, and I ſhall leave you at your Liberty, 
and facrifice in my Turn the ſmall Remnant of Life, 
Fate might otherwiſe have allotted me. 

No, my Lord, anſwer'd I reſolutely, my Word i: 
given to your Son, and I will not recall it: Since to 
preſerve a Father he yields up all he holds dear beſide, 
Iwill convince him, that ſhe who has been honoured 
with his Affection is iv ſome Meaſure worthy of ft, by 
foregoing all ſhe had to hope in Life, in order to gratity 
his Wiſhes. 

I fifled my Sighs, reſtrain'd my Tears, and if I 
could would have alſo dilguiſed that deadlike Paleneſs, 
which I have ſince heard o're- ſpread my Lips and 
| 
perceived the Marquis obſerved my every Look ; but he 
took no Notice of it, and when I had done: It is 
enough, ſaid he, my Son ſhall be call'd in, and the 
Contract ſha!! be read. He 


happy. 
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He then rung a Bell which was plaged at his Bed's- 
head, and Forſan entring, received his Orders, in the 
mean time, is not being ſo near me diſagreeable to you 
Teanetta ? ſaid he; but I was able to anſwer only with 
a low Bow: The young Marquis that inſtant came in, 
dreſt with the utmoſt Magnificence, all the melancholy 
which had clouded his dear Brows the Evening before, 
ſeemed now totally diſſipated, and he appear'd like one 
going to a Party of Pleaſure. This ſecond Effort, cry'd 
bis Father, giving him his Hand, moves me as much as 
the firſt : The Contentment I ſee in your Countenance 


aſſures me, I am truly dear you; and that ſtrong as In- 
clination was, paternal Affection, for I put Duty out of 


the Queſtion, gets the better. wiſh to God, 
continued he, turning to me, you could in this too imi- 


tate his Example. 1 bowed again but could not ſpeak. 


Alas ! what Anſwer had I to make, my Looks 
would have then given the lye to whatever I had 1aid. 

How weak and unſtable is a Mind in Love: I wiſh'd 
in reality nothing more than the'young Marquis's Con- 
tentment, yet when he ſeemed to be poſſeſt of it I was 
diſquieted, and reproach'd his Want of Love. I now 
looked earneſtly upon him, having an Opportunity as he 
was talking with his Father, and obſerved ſomewhat in 
him, which ſhew'd me that his Air of Satisfaction was 
but horrowed, and that he ſuffer'd inwardly, perhaps, 
equal with myſelf i this gave me ſome little Eaſe. 
He loves me ſtill, thought I, with the ſame 
Paſſion as ever, and like a Victim is adorn'd with Char- 
lets only to render the Sacrifice more magnificent. I 
ſhould here have enter'd into a Train of Reflections; but 
the Lawyer came in with the Contract, and beginning 
to read, it put a Stop to them. 


The Names and Tities of the Parties were paſs'd 


over, and he came immediately to the Articles which 
regarded me. I had a Jointure of ſeven Thouſand 


Livres '=—Jewels to the amount of an hundred Thou- 


{and Livres. A Coach, and Chariot with fix 
Horſes each, and four for my Retinue the Pa- 


- lace, 
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lace, my intended Huſband lived in, with all the Plate 
and Furniture, in Cale he dicd without Iſſue; and if I 
had any Children by him, to enjoy the whole Eitate till 
they ſhould come of Age ; and then be accountable to 
them for the Projits of 1t. 

Though I underſtood little of Buſineſs, and leſs of 
Law, I was. very much ſurprized to hear no mention 
made of his Son : I thought he ought to have been the 
prineipal Party in this authentick Inſtrument, and that 
he had behaved himſelf too well in this Afﬀair not to 
deſerve to be confider'd. This Idea ſtruck me fo 
ſtrongly that I could not help ſpeaking of it; which as 
ſoon as | had, what an adorable Creature are you, 7 eanet- 
ta, cry'd the Marquis, how juſt !———-tow delicate 
your Sentiments ! but beeaſy, my Charmer, I have not 
forgot ſo valuable a Son he will be ſatisfied when 
he knows what I have done for him, and ſo will you. 

I faid no more, but could not conceive what he could 
have done for him equivalent to the Loſs of a great 
Eſtate, all ſettled on me and my Heirs. Sometimes I 
imagin'd he had obtain'd an additional Title for him of 
the King. or ſome Office at Court, yet neither of theſe 
ſeem'd in my Judgment a ſufficient Compenſation for his 
right of Inheritance. 

After the Contract was read over they brought it to the 
old Marquis to ſign, it was then preſented to his Son who 
did the ſame ; but was not able to conſtrain himſelf fo 
far, as not to tremble while he wrote his Name, and let 
fall ſome Tears, which in ſpite of him forced their Paſſage 
through his Eyes. This Sight moved me to that- De- 
gree, that I let the Pen fall from my Fingers two or 
three Times before I was able to ſet my Name, — The 
old Marquis, fick as he was, obſerved it, and cryed out ; 
ah, do not force her to ii then turned himſelf on 
the other fide. 

The young Marquis took this Opportunity to throw 
himſelf at my Feet, Ah! Teanetta! ſaid he, what 
are you doing ? Wouid you wiſh me to loſe the 
beſt of Fathers? the Vehemence with which he 
pronounced theſe Words, and the Action that * 
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nied them pierced me to the Soul, and calling to my 
Aid all the little Stock of Spirit I had left, they ena- 
bled me to ſign my Name. 

The young Marquis then acquainted his Father with 
what I had done, on which he turn'd himſelf and gave 
me his Hand: It is enough, lovely 7 earerta, ſaid he, 
I know your Sincerity, and am affured you will never 
hate the Man, whom you have ſet your Hand to love. 
The more Difficulty you had in bringing yourſelf 
to it, the more you will remember the Obligation. At- 
ter this he ſeem'd diſpoſed to fleep, and order'd For /ar 
to conduct me back to my Apartment, and endeavour to 
amuſe me. 

We all went out of the Chamber except the young 
Marquis, who remained with his Father : He waited on 
me to the Door,and made me Signs of applauding my Be- 
haviour, which gave me a kind of melancholy Satisfaction; 
how wretched was my Condition any one may judge, 
when the only Man I ever did or could Jove, approved 
of my giving myſelf forever from him, and the only 
Comfort I had felt was that he did ſo. 

I was no ſooner got into my Apartment, than TI found 
mylelf extremely indiſpoſed: It cannot, indeed, be 
thought ſtrange J was fo, 'tis rather to be wooded at 
that the Horrors I endured, had not a greater Effect on 
me, and that I ſurvived even the firſt Knowledge of 
what they expected from me: I refilted as long as I 
could, ſeveral alternate Fits of Heat and Cold; but at 
length grew ſo exceſſive ill, that they were oblig'd to 
put me to Bed, where after I had lain a Minute. I 
ſeem'd more compoſed, and the Women about me flat 
ter'd themſelves I was better. 

Neither the old Marquis nor his Son were made ac- 
quainted with what had befallen me, the whole Family 
knew how dear I was to both, and the Violence the one 
did himſelf in reſigning me to the other; ſo with Rea- 
ſon apprehended that neither of them would be able to 
ſuſtain the Knowledge of what I ſufler'd. 

It was not, however, poſſible to keep it long a 8 
cret it ſeemed as if what I had-done work'd a Ni- 
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racle in Favour of the old Marquis, he was viſibly re- 
covered, and every Body pronounced him entirely cut of 
Danger: Which he no ſooner heard than he declared 
bis Intentions of concluding the Marriage, to the A- 
mazement of the whoie Family, to whom it appear'd 
ſtrange, as well, indeed, it might; that a Man who 
was thought one Day to be on the Brink of Eternity, 
ſhould on the very next reiolve to become a Bridegroom, 
and celebrate his Nuptials on the ſame Day the Contract 
had been ſign'd, vet ſuch were his Orders, and who 
durſt offer any thing in Oppoiition ! The Prieſt was ſent 
for into his Chamber, and having made the young Mar- 
quis be cail'd, my dear Son, ſaid he, the Proofs you 
have given me ct your Love and Duty, are, perhaps, 
greater than a Father could expect yet have I one 
more to aſk, and then all will be fulfiPd ;—it is, con- 
tinued he, that you will take upon you the Office of 
conducting Fearetta hither, that J way receive her from 
your Hanc though they tell me I am better, I am 
not certain I may live to another Day, and could not die 
in Peace, u itheut the Conſolation of leaving her the Title 
of Marchioneſs De l. — —. The young Marquis made no 
other Anſwer than a low Bow in token of Obedience, 
nor, indeed, as he bas iince told me, was it in his power 
to have uttered one Word- Lo conceal his Confu- 
fion therefore, as well as to ſcem ready to do what he 
knew there was no avoiding, he left the Room preci- 
pitately in Order to feich me; but how great was his 
Surprize, when entrirg my Chamber, my Women 
deſired he would tread 1oftly what's the Matter, 
cried he, impatiently ; my Lady is gone to Bed, anſwered 
ore of them, and is, we believe a Sleep he ex- 
preſt ſome Surprize, that I ſhould go to Bed at fo early 
an Hcur, and preſently ſuſpecting the Truth, would be 
informed of the Occaion, on which they were obliged 
to tell him the Condition I had been in Alas! 
cried he, in a pretty loud Voice, this is what I always 
cared. 

| was not aſleep, and theſe Words made me open 
my Eyes, and put my Head out between the Curtains , 
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I ſaw who it was, and reaching my Hand, approach, 
my Lord, faid I, you ſeem under ſome Concern, what 
is it you require further from me? Dreading to renew 
my Diſorders, he would not relate the Nature of his 
Meſſage, till he had aſked me ſeveral Queſtions concerning 
my Health, and I, cautious of giving him Diſquiet, 
told him I felt no'Pain, and was much better; on 
which he took Courage to inform me on what Buſineſs 
he came, and entreated me in the moſt moving Terms 
to finiſh what I had ſo well begun my Love and 
Submiſſion to his Will, made me reſolve to do every 
Thing he required, tho' at the expence of my Life, and 
I anſwered him with a greater Calmneſs than I believe 
he expected, that he ſhould have Reaſon to be content, 
and he then went into another Room, while they 
dreſſed me: and as ſoon as I was ready, tho' I had a 
Miſt deore my Eyes, a Death-like Dew upon my 
Face, Trembling i in every Limb, and all the Symptoms 
of Diſſolution on me, I followed him without Murmur- 
ing at my Fate, and determined, if Life would laſt io 
long, to force myſelf to compleat the Sacrifice. 

Every thing was ready for the fatal Ceremony; on 
entering the Chamber I was conducted to the Bedſide, 
the Prieſt advanced, the young Marous let go my Hand, 
and retired to a more dtſtant Part of the Room, I gave 
up myſelf and him for Joſt all the Courage I had 
aſtumed forſook me Reſolution yielded to Nature, 
and after giving a great Shriek, I fell motionlels to 
the Ground. 

What then was done about me, I was wholly igno- 
rant of, but when I recovered | found myſelf in Bed; 
and ſoon after felt I had a Feyer the Diſtemper 
was violent, and brought me to the laſt Extremity 
my Lite for two Days was deſpaired of, but on the 
third was judged ſomewhat better. But how was I 
ſurprized, w hen waking out of my Sleep, and offering to 
put my Hand out of Bed I found my Arms tied 'down,—- 
called out to know who had done this, and ſtruggled 
to get free, but the Woman who attended me held the 
Bedcloaths cloſe to me, and begged me with Tears in 
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their Eyes to lie ſtill, telling me my Life depended on 

being kept warm, and free from the leaſt Breath of 

ir: I then defired to know why my Arms were 

bound, to which they making only evaſive Anſwers I 

grew impatieut, aud wouid needs be informed of the 

Nature of my Diſeaſ at lait they told me it 

was the Smali-Pox the Small-Pox ! cried I, oh! 

then I am dead. No, Madam, replied a Prieſt, who 

had been called in, it this favourable Turn continues, 

your Phyſicians tay, you will be entirely out of Danger 
put therefore your Confidence in God, and reſign 

yourielf to his Diſpoſal both here ard hereafter. Ah! 

do not flatter me, dear Father, cried J, let me know 
the real Truth, that I may do what is neceſſary for the 

welfare cf my poor Soul. 

The good Eccleſiaſtic commer.ded my Piety, and tho 
he again aſſured me, that it was the Opinion of the 
Dectors that I ſtou!d recover, yet he ſaid I ought not 
to neglect making the fame Preparations, as tho' I were 
certain I muit that Inſtant be called to appear before the 
dread Tribural, whence there is no Appeal. Ibis Re- 
Aeftion indeed territ.ed me fo much, that I confeſt my- 
ſelf with great Devotion, and muſt avow, tho' {ſome 
will call it Superſtition, that from the Moment IT had 
done ſo, 1 v:ſtbly mended. 

Aly friſt Thoughts as I grew better were, whether the 
young Marquis vere acquainted with the Nature of my 
'x Dittemper or not; I thought it would not be proper to 
$ aſs that Queſtion of thoſe who attended me, and Barbara 
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had not ſcen ſince I was taken ill, which I very much 
I enquired for her, but they ſaid, that 


wondered at 


ö : finding the could do me no Service in my preſent Condi- 
U | tion, flie was gone into the Country on ſome Buſineſs ſhe 
F had there; but would ſoon return; this ſeemed odd to 
1 me, but as it was not in my Power to come at the 
4 Knowledge of any thing but as they pleaſęd to tell me, 
4 | I was obliged to reſt my ſelf contented. 

2 At laſt, however, I bethought my ſelf of an Expedient : 
| I en;uired concerning the old Marguis's Health, on 
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which they anſwered, that the Accident tlLat had hap- 
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pened to me in his Preſence, had like to have coſt him 
his Life ; but that now he had been two Days out of 
Danger. And how then, cried I, does his Son ſupport 
the Relapſe of a Father ſo dear to him? He is pretty 
well, faid one of my Attendant I was a little 
ſtartled at the Word pretty xvel/ ; does he know the Con- 
dition I am in, ſaid I ? No, Heaven forbid he ſhould, 
replied ſhe, no body dare inform him of it, leſt the 
Conſequences ſhould be fatal. 

This unwary Anſwer, which ſhe that gave as well a5 
the other that ſtood by, endeavoured afterwards to give 
a different turn to, convinced me, that my beloved Ad- 
mirer was fick ; however, as I thought the beſt way to 
come at the Truth, was to take no Notice I ſuſpected 
it, I forbore making any further mention of the young 
Marquis; but expreſſed the utmoſt Impatience for the 
Sight of Barbara, hoping, that to humour me, they 
would ſuffer her to come, for I could not be brought to 
believe ſhe had quitted the Houſe, and left me in the 
Danger I was apprehended to be. 

So much Diſquiet of Mind, or the Courſe of the 
Diſtemper, I know not which, brought the Fever again 
upon me, which my good Aunt hearing, would no 
longer be kept from coming into my Room ; as I was 
now given over by the Phyſicians, they did not oppoſe 
her, and ſhe was at laſt admitted: She had no {ooner 
looked upon me, than ſhe cried out, that as ſlie was 
my Servant, ſhe would have the Mlanagement of me, or 
ſne would tell every Body that they kept her away, 
only becauſe they had a mind ta Kill me- this 
Paſſion, and the Belief that whatever was done to me, 
could now neither make me better or worſe, prevaile.l 
on them, to let her do as ic would, which indeed ſaved 
my Lie. Indeed the over care which in great Towns 
is taken of ſicl: Peop'e, eſpecially of thoſe in the 
Diltemper I was in, I am convinced is very often fatal to 
tbem; my Aunt proceeded with me, in a quite Contrary 
manner than they had done; ſhe took eff bv degrees 
ſome of the Clothes, with which they had loaded my 
led to keep me in a continual and indeed immoderats 
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Heat ſhe ſuffered me to drink a little Wine, and 
to breathe more Air, which it is certain I ſtood in need 
ot; and in fine, ordered me ſo well, that in three Days the 
Fever quite left me every Body wondered at the 
Change, and my new Nurſe gained great Reputation 
by it as contrary as ſhe had acted to the Rules 
preſcribed by the Phyſicians, they could not but allow 
the had been miraculouſly ſucceſsful, and agreed that I 
was now entirely out of Danger. 

This News being reported to the old Marquis, who 
had been anxious beyond Expreſſion on my Account, 
and had ſent continually to enquire after my Health, was 
tranſported to be told 1 was likely to recover 
then, ſaid he, I am happy, and immediately diſpatched 
Dubois to my Chamber, with this important Meflage. 

I come, Madam, ſaid he, from my Lord Marquis 
to congratulate the Amendment he hears there is in you, 
and to aſſure you from him, that no future Diſquiet ſhall 
ever ariſe to you on his ſcore he begs you there- 
fore for the ſake of all you hold dear in the World, to 
contribute all you can to your ſpeedy Recovery, by a 
perfect Eaſe of Mind he bid me alſo add, continued 
tc, that the Time is now at Hand, in which all the 
Troubles you have undergone ſhall be fully recom- 
] en ied, 

How ! in what manner, cried I, impatiently ? that 

not for me to reſolve, anſwered Dubois ; but if you 
will take my Opinion, it is in ſuch a way as you will 
Lave nothing leſt to with, 

Put the young Marquis, ſaid I, is he well? not per. 
fe&tly, Madam. "replied Dubois; but I believe will ſoon 
te in a Condition to wait upon vou. I durſt ſay no more, 
wy Women were in the Room, nor durſt I difmi(s 
tem, in order to have any farther Diſcourſe with him, 
for fear of giving any Cauſe of Offence, here it ſo much 
3 me to Tee p wel! | ſaid no more therefore 

n to Jive my Duty to the Marquis, and entreat Dubois 
to -make my achnowledgments for all his Favours in the 
delt manner he could, 
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Barbara, after the Succeſs of her Endeavours took ſo 
much upon her in my Apartment, and on the old Mar- 
quis's being acquainted with the care ſhe had of me, 
the whole Family had ſuch ſtrict Orders to obey her in 
every thing, that no body durſt approach me without 
aſking her leave, ſo that now we were very often alone 
together I had two great Requeſts to make her, 
but was ſometime before I could bring them out; for 1 
no ſooner began to open my "LM to aſk her any Queſtions, 
than ſne exjoyned me Silence, and told me ve 
peremptorily that I mult either be ruled or buried —— 
the Thoughts of Dying terriſied me ſo much that I was 
glad to hold my 'Tongue———— excellent a Means is 
Fear to render one obedient. 

J had now been ill thirteen Days, and fill I was not 
ſuffered to talk 3 but at the end of that Time a little 
Liberty of Speech was allowed me 2h, my dear 
Barbara, iaid J, taking her round the Neck, and kifling 
her, I owe nv Life to you———and ] will never 
forget your Goodneſs | have done but my 
Duty, anſwered ſhe, fo deſerve no Praiſe on that Score 
you having nothing to do, but to get well, and 
then they ſay you will be as happy as a Queen, 
Well, but my good Friend, reſumed I, you muſt grant 
me one Thing, and that will compleat my Cure. I 
wiſh it does not hinder it, cried ſhe, for ll lay my 
Life it is ſomewhat about the Marqu:s, the young one 
I mean, for as to the old one, I co not ſuppole you are 
under any Concern about him You are much in 
the right indeed, ſaid I, tell me then, how he is, and 
what he ſays tomy Iilnels. You muſt know then, ſaid 
ſhe, looking down on her Fingers, as was always 
her way, when ſhe told an Untruth; he is gone a 
Journey into the Country, but he wi.l come back ſoon 
I hear. Ah! Barbara, reſumed J, how have I deſerved 
that you ſhould impoſe upon me-———1 ice now you 
don't love me. When I had ſpoke this, I turned to 
the other ſide of the Bed, and pretended to be very 
angry How {ſtrange this is now, faid ſhe, 1: 
one does not tell you Things you are vexed, and if = 
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did, it may be that you would vex more—there's 
no humouring People that have ſuch Fancies in their 


Heads as you have. 


There are many People, who by not telling a Thing 
directly, make it appear rather worſe than it is 
my poor Aunt was of this Number, ſhe would not give 
any Anſwer to my Queſtien for fear of giving me Pain, 
yet by attempting to conceal what I deſired to know, 
made me imagine all that Terror could ſuggeſt. I 
thought no leis, than that my Lover was dead, or in 
ſuch a Condition that his Life was ceiſpuired of; but re- 
ſolving to continue no longer in ſulpence, well then, 
ſaid I, fince you will not ſatisfy me, I'll rife this Inſtant 
and go and convince mylelf——T—Oh, Heaven for- 
bid, cried Barbara, frighted at my Words and the 
Motion I made, as if determined to do as I had ſaid, 
lie ſtill, and compoſe yourſelf, my dear Lady, and if 
you'll premiſe me to put your truſt in God, and not 
torment yourlelf, I will tell you the whole Truth. I 
was too impatient not to promiſe every Thing ſhe de- 
fred on that Condition, but how little was 1 able to 
fulfil it when ſhe acquainted me with what had happened. 

That dear, that amiable Man, ſhe told me, was 
taken ill the Moment I fainted away; the Conſtraint he 
had put upon himſelf, in giving his Father Proofs of a 
more than filial Aftection, joined to the Grief in 
Which he faw he had involved me, turned all his 
Blood, and threw him into a burning Fever in his 
Ravings, my Name was continually in his Month, and 
he became at length ſo wild, that for the ſafety of his 
Liſe, they were obliged to bind him; he having in 
one of his Fit: broke from thoſe that attended him and 
run to my Apartment, crying out he would ſee me and 
die. This it ſeems happen'd when my Diſtemper 
was at the height, and as he had never had the Small- 
Pox, the Infection ſeized him, and for eight Days there 
was little hopes of his. Life. 

[ was obliged to keep my Sighs and Tears during 
this melancholly Account, reſtrained for fear of not 

Ecaring what ſucceeded fo ſad a beginning; but, thank 
Heaven, 
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Heaven, the worſt was paſt, my Aunt aſſured me that 
his Father had ſent him a Meſlage, but what it was the 
could not learn, that had given à turn to his Diſtemper, 
and he was now in a fair way of Recovery, tho' every 
one faid he would be very much marked, and not half 
ſo handſome as he was. 

Alas! ſaid I, of what Importance is that, provided 
his dear Life be ſafe How unfortunate am I not 
to be in a Condition to attend him never would 1 
quit his Chamber never cloſe my Eyes, till aſſured 
1 ſhould beho!d him living when I waked. I was 
running on in this manner, but Barbara interrupted me, 
and charged me to compole myſeif. I was for making 
ſome reply, but ſhe told me it 1 ſpoke a Word more, 1 
mult not expect ſhe would ever give ine any farther Ac- 
count of the Marquis ; this Menace prevailed upon me, 
and my Tongue was huſhed, but my thoughts contiauved 
as anxious and as active as ever. 

After having revolved a thouſand Things in my 
Mind, I began to remember the other Requeit I had to 
make, which was to conſult my Looking-Glats, that I 
might judge how far that fata! Enemy to Beauty the 
Small-Pox had ſpared me -! had often been un- 
eaſy when I reflected that it was pollible all the little 
Charms I had been Miſtreſs of would vaniſh, and I might 
become dilagreeable, nay even ugly, by the cruel Marks 
it might leave behind—tho' I had never dated to flutter 
myſelf that the old Marquis's Methge, in which he 
promiſed to make me Recompenſe for the Troubles I 
had ſuſtained, would extend fo far as to conſent ta my 
Union with his Son, yet it ſhocked me to think that 
the Man who once adored me, ihould hereatter look on 
me with Loathing, fo that tho' 1 had Vanity enough 
Heaven knows too much, yet at this Time I may 
ſafely ſay my Love, and Deſire of being always loved by 
the Marquis, was the ſole Cauſe of my Anxiety on the 
Score of my Face. Heavens! cried I to my- 
lelf, how unhappy ſha'l I be, if J become deformed— 
was it not my Beauty that hrt igtpired the Marquis 
with ſo violent a Paſſion for me, an will not my lots of 
that Beauty, extinguiſh likewiſe all the Deſires it 
3 excued ? 
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excited? it was in vain that I reflected on his 
Generolity, the Vows he had made of everlaſting Con- 
ancy, when once the Cauſe cealed, I was aſſured the 
Effects would do fo too. 

[ heard, however, the next Day a piece of News 
which was very agreeable to me it was of the Count 
De Saint Fals Arrival; I was told allo that he was 
greatly moved at the Recital of what I had gone 
through, and that he ſent his Compliments with an 
Aiﬀurance of waicing on me, as foon as I allowed any 
one the Liberty of ſeeing me. Nor was this a meer 
Piece of Form, be came ten Times in a Day to my 
Chamber Door, and then paſt to his Couſin's, divided 
it were between us— lure never was ſo diſintereſted 
a Friend, nor ſo generous a Rival. 

I promiſed myſelf a great deal of Satisfaction in ſeeing 
this amiable Friend, I could depend on his Probity in 
informing me of all I deſired to know; but as the Cu- 
rioſity of diſcovering what Effect the Small-Pox had on 
me, ſtill remained, I took Courage to beg my Aunt to 
tet me have a Lecking-Glais ; with a good deal of 
Difficulty ſhe complied, but ſoon repented it, for I was 
ſo much furprized at the hideous Roughneſs of my Skin, 
which before had been ſo delicately ſmooth, that I 
icreamed out, and let fall the Glals. thought 
what would come on't, ſaid Barbara, picking up the 
Pieces you are much better for your Curioſit) — 
I warrant now you think your pretty Face is quite 
ſpoil'd? but I know that you'll be as handſome as 
ever-—thanks to my Cate———1 was fo pen 
ſuaded ſhe deceived me in this Particular, that 1 
fell into Tears, which made her Murmur at me 
grievouſly : in order to make my Peace with her, | 
promiled to be very patient for the future on condition 
ſhe would let me fee myſelf again and ſie 
brought me another Glaſs, whether what ſhe ſaid had 
prejudiced me, or that I reaily cid not appear fo fright- 
ful, as I fince have ſeen ſome do, I know not, but I was 
much beiter contented than 1 had been—I found my Fea- 
tures Were not fwell' ww—that my Eyes retained all their 

former 


r Ty TS we 


th a Y . &” Ws 


me 


u 


— w 


Virgin's Victory. 223 


former Fire and Sweetneſs, and lifting up one of the 
dried Pocks, found my Skin was ſmooth underneath—— 
this gave me a new Life as it were——all my Diſquiet 
vaniſhed ; but it furniſhed me afterward with matter of 
Reflection on the Weakneſs of Humanity, whit ſuffers 
itſelf to be elated or depreſſed by the meereſt Trifles—in 
fine, we are but Children at all Ages Toy 


- — 
ſtill our Purſuit, and however they differ in theig 22 


and Name, their eſſential Worth is much the ſame. 

The next Day I was agreeably ſurprized with a 
Billet wrote by the young Marquis's own Hand, which 
contributed more to my Re-Eſtabliſhment than all 
the Doctors in the World could have done. The 
Lines it contained were thele : 


To the adorable TFeanettg. 
„ HE News that you were upon Recovery, bas worked 


a perfect Cure on me; tf your Affection is equal to 
mine, ewwhat I new ſend quill have the ſame happy Eee 
on you 2were I not bound to Secrecy, I could add 
feameau hat I flatter myſelf avould haſten it but 
that is a Pleafure my Father has reſerved te himſelf, and 
I muſt leave you ta gueſs at it adieu, my Charmer 
make me caſy by knowing you are 0. 


Veours 


15 
— 5 —. 


What had I not to hope from this Letter 
did it not ſeem to tally with the Meſſage ſent to me by 
the old Marquis could 1 have been blamed if 
had indulged the moſt flattering Ideas my Lover 
hids me gueis, cried I to myſelf: what can I guets 
lo fortunate for both, as that his Father, touched with his 
Piety, will no longer be an Obitacle to our mutual 
Wines !—but then the fatal Paſſion he is poſſeſt of 
tor me,—has it not already brought him to the Brink of 
the Grave——will he in order to reſign me, refign 
himſelf to Death? or will that dutiful that 
tender Son conſent he ſhould do ſo the more I 
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thought, the more I was confounded——it was an 
Enigma paſt my Power to explain, and I at laſt, tho? 
with much Difficulty, reſolved to wait with Patience 
till Time ſhould produce the Event. 

Saint Fal was now permitted to come into my 
Chamber, and I hoped to learn from him the Truth of 
what I was ſo nearly concerned in; and all he could in- 
rm me was, that the. moſt p'eaſing Serenity ſat on 
tae Countenances of both the old, and young Marquis; 
that the former had told him, he had never known ſo 
perſect a Satisfaction as he now enjoyed, and the latter 
entertained him with nothing but Diſcourſes on me, yet 
tuch as were far from jeeming the Dictates of a diſap- 
Pointed Love this {till added to my Hopes, yet 
dared. I not tco far give way to them: I thought 
proper to anſwer the Marquis's Letter, but was at a 
loſs for terms to expreſs myſelf in my preſent Situation, 
to write to him as a Lover, would ill become a 
Woman, who was contracted to his Father, and I had 
been ſo accuſtomed to treat him as ſuch, that it ſeemed 
aukward to depart from it. I ſtudied a Medium, 
however, as much as poſſible, and expreſſed my ſelf in 
this Manner, 


To the Marquis De L——_/—, 


77 the Deſire of obeying your Commands could reſtore 

my Health, I ſhould be able this Moment to tell you in 
Perſon how much I rejoice in the Recovery of Veurs; but 
ave muft both attend on Time for tha!, as avill as an Ex- 
Flanation of thaje pleaſing, and at once ambiguous Hepes 
your Letter contain. ge aſſured of this, hawever, 
that all my Wiſhes are centered in your Hafppine/i, and 
aubate der contributes to that darling Point, awitl be ever 
grateful t9 


Nur 
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P. S. A. greatly as I wiſh to ſee you, I am certain 7 
ſhall have ſuſſicient Reaſons for Mortification, when 7 
42 — e few Charms I was once Miſtreſs of, are 
now no more; but as I valued them only as they ſecured 
the Affection of one Perſon, if by other Moti ves deprived 
of him, I Hall little regard the boſs of Beauty. 


I entreated Monſieur De Saint Fal, to be the Bearer 
of this Billet, and to let me know what his Couſin ſaid 
concerning it: He promiſed to give me an exact Ac- 
count, and I knew him too well not to depend entirely 
on him. 

He ſtayed ſome time before he returned, and never 
did any Moments ſeem more tedious—— Alas ! cried I 
to myſelf, the very Idea of my being leſs handſome 
has perhaps done more than all the Obſtacles our Love 
has met with has had power to do———what now 
avails it, tho' the old Marquis, in conſideration of the 
Sorrows he has occaſioned me, ſhould conſent to our 
Marriage, if he himſelf ſhould grow averſe to i. 
Yes, I am loſt, if Beauty was the ſole Attraction 
Men, eſpecially of his Age, are guided by meer Outſide 
where the Eye is not pleaſed they give them- 
ſelves not the trouble of examining whether the Defi- 
ciences of the Form are not atoned for by the Riches of 
the Mind yet, continued I, my dear Marquis, 
ſeems to have more elevated Ideas—— he has a thouſand 
Times ſworn, that it was my Soul he loved, and that 
remains the ſame, tho' it may ceaſe to ſhine with ſo 
much Energy through my Features, as before this 
cruel Diſtemper ſeized me. | 

In theſe Meditations, the Count found me, and 
brought an Anſwer with him which quieted all my 
Doubts. "Theſe were the Words: 
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To the ever charming Feanetta. 


7 7 HILE I cannot ſee yourſelf, to fee any Thing 

from you is the firfl of my Wiſhes, and of my Hap- 
ineſs not @ Syllable ævrote by that dear Hand, 
and dictated by that dear Heart; but is a Cordial be- 


youd all car be adminiſtred ny Strength and Spirits 


are encreaſed to a double Propotion of what they were two 
Hours ago, and as I deifign to make your Letter the In- 
tertainment of the whole Night, I doubt not if by Jo- 
morroto 1 ſoould be able to walk as far as your Chamber ; 
if the abominable roughneſs of my Face did not make me 
fearful of frighting you, inſicad of a- ding that Satire 

ation which it's my ſole Ambition always to give, to 
the lovely Jeanetta's 


Moft truly devoted, 
Lo—_—Y 


P. S. I ought to chide you for your cruel Poffcrip.— 
A yen know me ſo little as to imagine any Alteration in 
Perſon, can abate a Paſſion, wwhich has Virtue, and 
the bigheft Reaſm for its Foundation V, Jeanetta, 
your Soul ai be forever lovely, and requires not the 
Aſpe/tance of any exterior Charms to ſhew it/elf to a Heart 
dike min. hope you are of the ſame way of Thinking 
on my Score————elſe how H 1 appear before you, 
thus changed, thus deformed as ] am in every thing, 
in which the Eye is concerned. 


When I had finiſhed reading this agreeable Billet, 
the Count De Saint Fal fell a laughing very heartily— 
your Letter to my Coulin, ſaid he, occaſiqned a diverting 
Scene, it ſeems you diſcovered In it ſome Apprehenſions 
of being lets beautiful than you were, on which he im- 
meciatly called for a Looking-Glaſs, and having exa- 
mined aimielf, cried out, O, how will the charming 
F eanetta, be ever able to look upon me again 
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it is impoſſible ſhe can know me———he run on for 
half an Hour together I believe in theſe kind of Ex- 
clamaGons, then fat down to write, and I dare anſwer, 
that if you confets the 'Truth he has attacked you with 
your own Weapons. 

laughed at what Monſieur De Saint Fal ſaid, and 
after a little Raillery on the Subject of Beauty, we both 
concluded that where Love was perfect and fincere, no 
alteration of Perſon either by Time, Sickneſs, or any 
other Accident, could in the leaſt abate the Purity of it, 
mach leſs render diſagreeable what was once the con- 
trary. | | 
After this I paſt my Time with as much Tranquillity 
as could be expected from my Situation; the good- 
natured Saint Fal brought me the News of the Marquis 
three Times a Day, and as often reported what 
Meſſages I choſe to have delivered to him; and it is 
certain this tender Intercourſe greatly contributed to both 
our Recover ies. 

The old Marquis ſent his Valet de Chamber every Day 
toenquire after my Health, and bid him deſire me from 
him to contribute all in my own Power to get well again, 
for he has a Preſent to make me, which he was impatient 
till I was in poſſeſſion of————theſe Meſſages were 
ſtill more and more flattering to my Hopes, yet durſt 
not I build too much upon them for fear of a Diſap- 
pointment. 

The firſt Day I fat up, Dabois came from the young 
Marquis to let me know he had received a Viſit from his 
Father, who was perfectly recovered : He confeſſed that 
this Sight had given him a double Pleaſure, as he con- 
ſidered he owed the Obligation to me, who under Heaven 
had reſtored him to this new Life, having little ap- 
pearance of it till] came. He added, that tho* he was 
forbid ſeeing me ti] further Orders he was not troubled 
at it, nor would have me be fo, for there were Reaſons 
for that Command which would not be diſpleaſing to 
me in the end. The old Marquis, ſaid Dubois, is poſi- 
tive in whatever he has a Mind to do, and will be 

obeyed, 
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obeyed, but then he is always juſt He goes this 
Aſternoon into the Country, and tho' I cannot ſay I 
am acquainted with the Motives of his going, yet I 
have ſome ſort of a Gueſs at them, and it I am right, 
we ſhall hear from him again in leſs than eight and 
forty Hours He is a Man who afteQts to be myſte- 
rious to the laſt Moment, but it would be to injure him 
to ſay he is ever obſtinately in the wrong, or ever to be 
diſſuaded from what is right. | 

I then aſked Dubors if he thought I ſhould ſee the old 
Marquis before his Departure No, anſwered he, 
it is not to be expected, for he dreads a ſick Perſon like 
Death itſelt- never did he give ſo great a Proof of 
his Tenderneſs for my Lord, as in the Vice he made 
him this Morning; but if you had ſeen the Precautions he 
took before he would venture into the Chamber, you 
would not have been able to refrain from Lavghing. 

This faithful Servant alſo acquainted me, that the 
Count De Saint Fal accompanied him out of Town, 
tho”, ſaid he, I believe the young Lord is little ſatisfied 
with the Journey, tho' his Duty and Complaiſance to his 
Uncle have made him comply with it. 

We were diſcourſing in this Manner, when ſomebody 
knocked at my Chamber, and my Aunt going to ſee 
who was there, it was immediately thrown wide open, 
by one of the old Marquis's Valet de Chambers. Ah 
cried Dubois, it is my old Lord himſelf, come to bid you 
adieu, his Affection muſt indeed be great to ſurmount 
his Apprehenſions. 

It was indeed the Marquis, who ſtopping about five or 
ſix Paces from the Door, called out, I am come to 
know how you do, charming Feanetta, and to take my 
leave. I then turned to him, and congratulated him on 


his Recovery. I have much to ſay to you on that 


Head, replied he, and many others at eur next Meet- 
in am now going into the Country, but we ſhall 
ſoon ſee each other again in the mean Time I will 
ſend a Lady to keep you Company———one who 1s a 
dear Friend of yours, and whom you little expect 
Farewel, lovely '7canetta, take care of yourſelf, and 

remember 
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remember he deſires it of you, who has it in his Power 
to recompenſe any compliance you make our 
Separation will be but ſhort. In ſpeaking theſe laſt 
Wards he made a low Bow and retired. 

Saint Fal came the Moment after to bid me adieu— 
in entring, ſo beautiful Jeanetta, ſaid he, my Uncle 
has been to viſit you ? I was amazed to find he 
could ſo far overcome his Fears. It is a very great 
Obligation he lays me under, anſwered I, but can't you 
inform me, who this Friend is, that he has promiſed to 
ſend. No, reſumed the Count, he has not let me into 
the Secret, but I wonder not at it, he loves to ſurprize 
every body. It muſt certainly be Saint Agnes, cried I, 
that he means. That is impoſſible, replied he, for ſhe 
15 gone out of Town with her Huſband I ſaw them 
both ſince my return: and they deſired I would make 
you in their Names, aſſurances of an everlaſting Friend- 

iP. 

As it was impoſſible for me, to comprehend who the 
Marquis meant, I reſolved to think as little as I could of 
it, and indeed the manner of Saint FaPs taking his 
leave, and his generous Reſolution to make Love recede 
to Friendſhip was ſo moving, that it for a Time baniſhed 
every thing elſe from my Mind. | 

I had but juſt dined when my Aunt acquainted me 
a-Lady enquired, whether ſhe could ſee me without 
giving me any uneaſineſs. As I did not doubt, but it 
was the ſame the Marquis had mentioned, my anſwer 
was that I was impatient for her Company. I was 
10 indeed out of Curioſity, but had I been able to 
gueſs who ſhe was I ſhould have looked on every 
\.linute as an Age, till I had her with me. It is wholly 
Impoſſible to expreſs my Tranſports when ſhe appeared, 
and I found it was my dear Patroneſs and Friend, the 
excellent Madam De G I ſcreamed out for Joy, 
and run upon her with open Arms we held each 
other for ſome Moments in the moſt ſtrict Embrace, 
without either of us being able to ſpeak. The Pleaiure 


of meeting after ſo long an Abſence was too. great for 


B it you, adam ? 


Words at lait I broke out 
| Nay, 
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Nay then I ſhall begin to think Fortune is grown 
weary of perſecuting me, ſince I have found you a- 
in in all the dreadful Tryals I have undergone 
ce I was torn from you, my Mind has ever pre- 
ſerved your dear Idea- Your precious Picture, the 
-Pledge of your Friendſhip to me, I have kiſs'd a thou- 
ſand Times, and ſaid as many Prayers for its Original. 
Poor Thing, cried Madam De G „thou art till 
the ſame grateful, kind Creature, nor have I leſs re- 
membered thee tho till this Day deſpairing of 
the Happineſs I now enoy. 

Near an Hour was paſt in mutual Endearment-, 
but as defirous as I was of being informed, how 1 came 
to beobliged to the old Marquis, for the Pleaſure of ſeeing 
her, good Manners rendered it neceſſary I ſhould, 
firſt, enquire after her Daughter, and Monſieur De G—; 
-they are both well, anſwered ſhe, and impatiently ex- 
F per N Company at our Country-Seat. How ! ſaid 
J. I be fo happy to be again under your Pro- 
teGion'? Yes, my dear Jeanette, replied ſhe, "tis on 
that Account I am come, but I ſhall not enjoy you 
long You ſeem ſurprized, continued ſhe, but aſk 
no Queſtions I have promiſed Secrecy, and you 
know I never break my Word. 

So many Precautions taken to keep me from the 
knowledge of what was decreed for me, gave me ſome 
little Uneaſineſs; I confeſt it to my dear Friend, but 
ſhe re-afſured me by theſe Words; you have no Reaſon 
to be alarmed, ſaid ſhe, you may be certain I ſhould 
never have been choſe for an Inſtrument in any thing 
to your diſadvantage. But, Madam, anſwered I, you 
know not perhaps that the Situation you find me in is 
owing to what I have undergone from both the old 
and young Marquis. Yes, ſaid that worthy Lady, 
I am acquainted with the minuteſt Circumſtances of 
every thing but it was your own Fault 
Your Apprehenſions were too precipitate, and threw 
vou into a real ill, inſtead of an imaginary one.— 
But I have ſaid too much, continued ſhe, if you have 
any Eſteem for me aſk me no farther Queſtions 


Virgin's Victory. 331 


my Love for you makes me diffident of myſelf, and I 
will never forgive you, if you take any Advantage of 
it to the prejudice of my Honour, which I once more 
_— is given to preſerve an inviolable Secrecy in this 
Affair. 

I too well knew her to perſevere in my Enquiries, 
and notwithſtanding a Curioſity which might be allow'd 
me, in a Matter of ſuch Moment, I never ſpoke one 


Syllable more, which ſhould make her think I ſhould 


be glad if ſhe would break through her Engagement. 
I aſked a thouſand Pardons for my Imprudence, and 
proteſted ſhe ſhould have no future Reaſon to complain 
of me he took me in her Arms, and expreſs'd 
the utmoſt Concern, for being obliged to be ſo much 
on the reſerve with me, declaring ſhe had an entire Con- 
fidence in me, of which ſhe would ſoon give me con- 
vincing Proofs, and that nothing but rendering berſelf 
unworthy of my Friendſhip, by forfeiting her Hynes, 
could make her conceal any thing from me. © 

This dear Friend never quitted my Chamb 
time I was obliged to continue in it At length the 
Strength of my Conſtitution, the ſweet Society of ſo . 
miable a Companion, and the Meil:ges I every Day re- 
ceived from my dear Marquis, fully re- eſtabliſned me 
My very Locks were ſo much the ſame, that except a 
little Redneſs, it was ſcarce diſcernable I had ever had 
the Small-pox: And I diverted myſelf very mach, in 
reflecting how much I ſhould ſurprize my Lover, when 
he ſhould ſee how favourably I had been treated by that 
terrible Diſtemper. I knew very well it was my Mind 
he moſt eſteemed, but I alſo, knew, that a fine Jewel 
well- let is much more to be prized, than when obſcured 
by the bungling Workmanſhip about it. 

Madam De G now finding me fit to go abroad, 
aſk'd me it I was willing to accompany her to her 
Caſtle, where we were ſo much delired : I told her 
that nothing could be more pleaſing to me; and ?tis not 
to be doubted but I ſpoke the Truth, fince it was there 
I was made to hope the Myſtery of my Fate would be un- 
ravelled, | | | 
: The 
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The Day before we were to ſet out, I begged ſhe 
would permit me to go to Church, and render Heaven 
thoſe Thanks, I ought to do, and give the Charities 
which my Recovery demanded it was my Opinion, 
that when one receives a great Benefit, one ought to con- 
fer ſuch Benefits on others, as are in our Power, and 
I could never diſpenſe with this Duty Madam 
De G———applauded my pious Refolution, and told 
me ſhe would accompany me in the Performance, and add 
to the Alms I intended to give; for, ſaid ſhe, I look 
on your Recovery as a Bleſfling to myſelf, and therefore 
ought to give Thanks for it, and alſo make the poor 
in ſome Meaſure partakers of it Perievere in 
your Piety, my dear Feanetta, ſaid ſhe, it is that which 
gives you a title to the protection of all diſpoſing 
Providence it is that which has preſerved you 
amidſt ſo many Dangers, and it is to that you will 
undoubtedly owe the happy End of all your Troubles. 

Alas, I little thought my truly ſincere Deſign of paſ- 
fing this Day in a kind of holy Repoſe, would have 
met with any Interruption, and that of ſuch a Nature, 
as threatned me with ending it in a Priſon. 

Aſter having received the Euchariſt, I tarried a little 
to meditate on the ſacred Ceremony, when all on a ſud- 
den I found myſelf pull'd by the Sleeve, I was ſome- 
what ſurprized at the Liberty taken with me, and turn- 
ing my Head ſaw a Woman, to whoſe Face I was ut- 
terly a Stranger. 

Very well, Madam, ſaid ſhe, I am glad we have met 
at laſt, now it will be proved who is the true Counteſs 
De Roches my Reader will eaſily judge without 
my making any Deſcription tae Fright I was in 
I could not ſpeak one Werd, but roſe ard puſh'd from her 
with all my Strength, till I got to Madim De G 
who was at fome Diſtance from me— ſhe ſaw me 
pale and trembling, and as I had related to her, what 
happened to me before on Account of that urlucky 
Name, I only ſaid the Counteſs De Roches, and 
ſhe underſtood the Cauſe of this Change 1a my Counte- 
Rance, She bid me not be alarr.cd, and we both mas 
W 
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what haſte we could out of the Church. The Perſon 
that had given me this Confuſion, did not follow me ; 
but as 1 afterwards found kept her Eye conſtantly upon 
me, and when we were prefling through the Croud to 
reach Madam De G——— —'s Coach, which waited for. 
us, we heard a Voice cry, ſtop ſtop the fictitious 
Counteſs De Roches: She had told her Story to the 
People abcut the Door, and all Eyes were turned 
upon me ; but the Equipage of Madam De G | 
kept us from receiving any Inſult, but from one Man 
who cryed, I ought to be detain'd till a Commiſlary 
ſhould be brought: How ridiculous a thing would that 
be, cryed my dear Friend! The Woman who makes 
this Clamour may, perhaps, be deceived by ſome Reſem- 
blance between this Lady and the Perſon ſhe men- 
tions; but I will anſwer, that it would be highly dange- 
rous for any who ſhall dare to affront us. Theſe Words 
ſpoke with a reſolute and determin'd Air, joined with 
the Figure Madam De G and her Attendants 
made, filenced the Fellow, but not the Counteſs, whoſe 
Cries purſued us, after we got into the Coach. 
We drove, however, at too great a Rate for any one 
to overtake us; though one of the Footmen told us, 
that two Serjeants, who were accidentally paſſing by, and 
heard the Complaint, followed us a conſiderable way. 
We arrived ſafe at the Marquis's, but I could not pre- 
ſently get rid of my Fright, and, indeed, the Affair 
might have been of very ill Conſequence ; ſo dangerous 
as well as filly a thing it is to aſſume another Perſon's 
Name, though done with no Deſign of prejudicing any 
one. 

The next Day we ſet out, and as ſoon as we were out 
of Paris, Madam De G- ſaid the Tediouſneſs of 
the Journey would require ſomething to amuſe me : Hi- 
therto, ſaid ſhe, I have had no Opportunity to entertain 
you with any thing concerning myſelf, and it is but 
jak I ſhould put the ſame Confidence in you, that 
you havealways done in me : 1 will, therefore, continued 


this amiable Lady embracing me,*give you a little De- 


tail of what 1 have gone through fince we ſaw each 
I 
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other. I made her thoſe Acknowledgements her Good- 
neſs demanded from me, and told her that any thing 
relating to her, would be in an inexpreſſible manner in- 
tereſting to me; on which ſhe began the little Narrative 
ſhe had promiſed, in theſe Terms. 


The Hiftory of Monfieur De G— 


OV are no Stranger, ſaid ſhe, to the Diſpoſition 
of Monſieur De G —, Nor to his amorous 
Inclinations, ſo will eaſily imagine I am going to enter- 
cain you with his Gallantries: Heaven only knows how 
greatly I have ſuffter'd by them ; for you are the firſt to 


whom I ever divulged this Error in his Nature; and 


contented myſelf with ſecretly bewailing my Misfortune, 
and beſeeching Heaven to put an end to it. | muſt, 
indeed, do him the Juſtice to ſay, he behaved to me 
with the greateſt Reſpect, and that in par: compenſated 
for the want of that Tenderneſs, which I was ſenſible 
he beſtowed elſewhere ; but at laſt even that was with- 
drawn, I obſerved a viſible Change in his Looks, and 
manner of ſpeaking to me ; he now was not only cold, 
but alſo rugged and churliſh, 'whenever I came into his 
Preſence, nothing that I could ſay, or do was pleaſing to 
him; and I began to tremble, leſt I ſhould loſe all his 
Friendſhip as well as Love. I thought he muſt now 
have an Amour with ſome Woman, who had either Me- 
rit, or Artifice enough to engage his ſerious Affection, 
and that I ought to ſearch into it, and try all my Ef- 
forts to win him from fo formidable a Riyal, 

But, alas ! how difficult a Taſk this was, I need not 
tell you, who knew ſo well his Secrecy in Matters of this 
kind; I was, therefore, very much at a Loſs how to 
proceed, 
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proceed, that I might come at the Certainty of what I 
was ſo deeply concern'd in. 'That he was paſſionately 


in Love all his Actions denoted he was hardly 
ever at Home, and when he was fo, ſullen, peeviſh, and 
ſometimes extremely melancholly. I had no room 
to doubt of my Misfortune, but the Author of it was 
hid in Clouds.—I enceavour'd to gain fome of his Ser- 
vants, who I knew were in the Secret, but to no Pur. 
pole ; they were more in his Intereſt than mine, and my 
Enquiries, which they doubtleſs inform'd him of, ſerved 
only to render him more cautious, and at the ſame time 
encreas'd his Ill- Humour to me; this threw me into very 
great Agitations, nor could I fee any way to extricate 
myſelf. * 

I was one Day extremely melancholy, and had re- 
tired to my Cloſet, to give a looſe to my Complaints, 
on Account of ſome very unkind Speeches I had that 
Morning been treated with, by Monlieur De G——, 
Chriſtina, that truſty Servant who you cannot but re- 
member, ſince it was ſhe whom | entruſted to bring you 
from the Convent, came in and found me in this Condi- 
tion. She preſs'd me fo earneſtly to reveal the Occaſion, 
that moved by the Grief ſhe ſhewed, and convinced of 
her Fidelity, I diſcovered the whole Affair to her, which 
as ſoon as I had done. Ah, my dear Lady, cryed ſhe, 
vou are too good, and have too long ſubmitted to the 
Caprices of an unworthy Huſband ——a—inftead of- 
Tears and Lamentations which may prejudice your 
Health, you ſhould rather think of ſome way to put an 
End to his Irregularities. | 

Alas, Chriſtina, replied I, what is it in my Power to 
do is it poſſible for me to prevent his liking ano- 
ther Woman and ſlighting me ? Yes, Madam, 
laid ſhe, in my Opinion, Men are juſt what we pleaſe. 
to make them haughty when we are ſubmiſſive, 
and as meanly cringing when we exert ourſelves 
too much Tenderneſs on our fide, is the ſure way to 
deſtroy theirs ; and Indifference the only way to preſerve N 
any ſort of Equality with them. L | 

Thou | 
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Thou ſpeakeſt, anſwer'd I, like one who has never 
been a Wife, or rather if thou hadſt a Mind rather to 
divert my Troubles, than wert able to offer any thing 
for their Mitigation. If I cannot do the latter, ſaid 
ſhe, indeed it would be ſome Pleaſure to me to think I 
could the former ; but yet I cannot help imagining, that 
if it were poſſible for me, to be in your Ladyſhip's 
Place, I would ſoon cure Monſieur De G———, of 
his Paſſion for his Miſtreſs, and make him more in love 
with me than ever. That would be extremely difficult, 
replied I, for two Reaſons; the molt important of 
which is, I have no longer that blooming Youth ſo en- 
chanting to Mankind. Ah! | ob jay cried 
Chriſtina, interrupting me, you are ſtill as beautiful as 
an Angel. The other Reaſon, reſumed 1, with- 
out taking any Notice of this Piece of Flattery ; Mon- 
fheur De G was always a Lover of Variety, and 
this Foible is ſo engrafted with his Nature, that I have 
the leaſt hope he can ever throw it off; ſo that could I 
diſcover the Object of his preſent Flame, and by any 
Stratagem make him become aſhamed or weary of 
it, the Conſequence of my Endeavours would be only to 
make him transfer it on ſome other, and but the more 
eſtrange him from me, eſpecially if he found out that I 
made any Noiſe of it. 

I allow this Obſervation to be juſt, Madam, ſaid 
Chriſtina, after having pauſed a little though I 
have little Experience of Mankind, I know there is a 
Pride in them, which renders them impatient of con- 
troul. I would never, therefore, adviſe a Wo- 
man to appear to lay any Reſtraint upon her Huſband, 
for as they never will acknowledge themſelves guilty 
though never ſo glaringly ſo; they make an Accuſation 
an Excuſe for their Extravagancies, exclaim in Publick 
againſt the III- Humour of the Perſori they injure, and 
treat her inſupportably in private. Nay, the Ob- 
ſtacles laid in their way, frequently give freſh Vigour to 
Inclination, and give a double Reliſh to Enjoyment, ſo 


that Stratagem, and that alſo very cloſely carried, on is 


1 


the ſaſeſt way a Woman can proceed. 
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I knew this Girl had been well edacated, and had 
Wit; but had not expected ſo much good Underſand- 
ing as I now ſound her Miſtrets of. agreed en- 
tirely to her Opinion, but told her as I had obterved the 
Maxims ſhe now mention'd, vet found them without 
Succeſs, I could not fee which way I could proceed to 
reap any Advantage. There ate ſome Occalions, Ma- 
dam, anſwer'd ſhe, when it is right to deviate from the 
common Ru'es cf Prudence; but the great Art is to find 
out the fit I'ime for it | 

Permit me, Madam, continued G;e, perceiving I wa 
ſent and ſeem'd penſive, before 1 prelume to offer my 
little Advice for the reſtoring your Tranquility to amute 
you with an Adventure, I kad ſometime ago with Mon- 
leur De G I never mentian'd it before ſear- 
ing to diſturb your Peace, and thought I ought to be ſa- 
tisſied with the Conſciouſneſs of having behaved as was 
my Duty without acquainting you with it At 


that time I knew not you had any Suſpicion of his Fi- 


delity, though I knew he gave but too much Reaſon for 
it, and was fearful of creating in you any Diſquiet on 
that Score, though he gave me very cruel Motives of 
Complaint; but as I find now your Ladychip is 
no longer deceived by his Pretences, I think it pro- 
per you ſhould not be ignorant of what is in my Po- 
vere to reveal, becauſe it may give you ſome Hints 
what Courſe will be moſt likely to reclaim him. 
Here ſhe ceas'd attending my Permiſſion, which I 
immediately gave her, and was, indeed, not a little 
impatient to hear what ſhe had to tay. 

| was not quite Sixteen, ſaid ſhe, waen Monheur De 
G happening 1 ſuppoſe to have a V acancy in his 
Heart, which any new Object might ful up, took 
a Fancy to me. You may remember, Madam, I had 
not then the Honour to be jo near your Ladyſhip's Per. 
ſon, as I am at preſent: Nly Buſineſs was to attend 
your Daughter, and wholly taken up with pleaſing ker, 
my Ambition extended no farther, and as 1 was never 
much guilty of diving into things in which I had no 
Concern, I penetrated not into tae Affairs of the Fa- 
mily, nor had heard of any of that Tal. of Monſieur 
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De G———— Amours, as I fince have done, and for 
that Reaſon was the more ſurprized, at what afterwards 
befell me on his Account. 

One Day when my young Lady was gone with you 
to the Opera, Monſieur De came into my 
Chamber, where I was ordering ſome little things of my 
own in her Abſence. What are you alone, Chriſtina, 
ſaid he? How happens it you are not with my 
Daughter at the Opera? Are you not fond of Muſick, 
or is my Wife ſo barbarous, as to deny you that Plea- 
ſure ? I knew not well what 1 faid, I was fo 
much ſurprized at feeing him in my Chamber; but the 
Purport of my Anſwer was that you were too good to all 
your Family, to refuſe them any convenient Satisfaction: 
Indeed, Madam, continued ſhe, my Conſuſion was fo 
great at the Honour he did me in ſpeaking to me, which 
before that time he had rever cone, that I believe 1 
look'd filly enough, to make him imagine I ſhould rea- 
dily yield to any thing he ſhould propole. 

I perceived he look d at me with the utmoſt Atten- 
tion, ſeeming to meaſure me with his Eyes from Head 
to Foot, the more Eagerneſs he expreſo'd in viewing me, 
the more my Conſternation encreated you are 
very beautiful, Chriftina, ſaid he, taking hold of my 
Hand. II think it is an Injuſtice in Fortune to 
ſuffer a Girl of ſo much Merit to be in the Station you 
are; and am determined to make you happier than you 
could ever expect to be. Your Honour is very generous, 
laid I, bluſhing, to take any Thought cf ſo inſignificant 
a Creature as I am. I know not, reſumed he, how 
mean an Opinion others may have of you, but I ſee no- 
thing 1a all Paris ſo amiable you havea fine Com- 
plection regular Features a moſt delightful 
Shape, and Eyes full of Spirit and Sweetneſs ———1 
wiſh no greater Pleaſure than to gaze upon them at full 
Liberty why do you turn your Head away ? con- 
tinued he, coming nearer to me, I-muſt not be denied a 
Kits from thoſe little pretty pouting Lips. For 
Heaven's fake, Monſicur, cry'd I, leave me, if my 
yourg Lady's Governeis ſhould happen to come, and 
iee your Honour here, and inform your Lady, what 

would 
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would become of me, fear nothing, reply'd he. 
J have a Servant that watches on the Stairs, and will 
give me Notice of any Interruption, In ſpeaking. this, 
he not only kiſs'd me with a Vehemence which I 
could not approve ; but alſo pull'd my Handkerchief cn 
one Side, and was about to put his Hand into my Po- 
fom ; I thought it was time for me now to be very loud, 
in hopes that the fear of being heard would oblige him 
to retire; but I was miſtaken, he had took the wicked 
Precaution to ſend molt of the Servants out of the way 


on various Pretences, and I found myſelf too much in 


his Power ; for though I had cry'd out twice no body 
appear'd to my Afhitance, and he was proceeding to 
Extremities. [ was in the utmoſt Terror, but 
d:d not loſe a Preſence of Mind which alone could have 
ſared me if you have that Regard ſor me you pre- 
tend, ſaid I, you will give me firſt ſome Reaſon to be 
convinced of it. Take me out of the Serviude I 
am in, and I ſhall believe you love me, and will be 
yours in the Way you deſire. Wich all my Heart, re- 
ply'd he, make your Terms, let me but enjoy your 
Love, and all you can demand ſhall be ſettled on you, 
beyond even my own Power of taking it from you. 
Well then, ſaid I, you ſhall give me a hundred Lerwis 
D'Ors by way of earnelt, and after that prepare a 
Houſe for me to live in above Contempt. I agree, 
cry*d he, quite tranſported, and taking me in his Arms; 
no, faid I, drawing back, no Favours till I have the 
Money. Well, reſumed he, a little ſurprized, I 
believe, to find I was ſo much more forward than he 
had Reaſon to expect on frit attacking me, and withal 
ſo cunning and mercenary, you might have depended 
on my Word, loving you as I do; but ſince you inſiſt 
upon it, I'll run to my Clotet for the Money, and be 
with you again in a Moment. : 
He was no ſooner out of my Room, than T flew up 
Stairs to one of your Women, who at that time lay ill, 
and by Conſequence I was ſure to find. He'll not 
come after me here, ſaid I to thyſelf, and PII take care 


never to be alone again. , 
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I took, indeed, ſo much Precaution, and was always 
fo much upon Guard, that for ſeveral Months he could 
not get an Opportunity of ipeaking one Word to me; 
though he made many Contrivances, all which I baffled 
by the Aſſiſtance cf my Guardian-Angel. 

began at laſt to flatter myſelf, that tired with ſo 
many fruitleſs Attempts he had given it over, and 
theught of me no more; when as I was riſing one Morn- 
ing, I tcard him in my young Lady's Room: A Wain- 
ſcot Partition only dividing the two Chambers, not a 
Word that paſs'd eſcap'd me. I was not ſurpriz'd at 
his being up fo early, for 1 knew he never lay long; 
but it ſcem'd a little ſtrar ge that he came into his 
Daughter's Apartment at that Hour, and that the Door 
was open'd Kithour my being call'd. 

At firſt I could not te!] what to think, as Mademoi- 
| ſelſe Mignon was too young and innocent, to apprehend 
any thing of that kind her Father had in his Head; I 
| Die not but he might make ſome Pretence or other of 
; coming into my Chamber, my Door was not faſtened, fo 
I bolted it, but ſo for.ly as not to be heard, and having 
thus ſecured myſelf, I li*cned tothe Converſation, with 
more Curioſity than I ever knew before, or have ſince felt, 

Why would you have me conp ain of poor Chrifine 
to my Mother, faid my dear Lady? She never offended 
me in her Life, or defer ved I could lay the leaſt enkind 


Word of her ——— That's nothing, reply'd Mcnfieur 
De G tis for her good that I put you upon it: 
Therefore do 2s | (gr gen 50 -l have a 
Iluſbard for her, and while he continves in our Fami- 
| ly, ſhe won't think of lertlin ng herieif in the World 
: it you knew the Adv antage it would be to her, you 


ö would do it without my bidding ; but I am ſorry to ſee 
that one of vour Age ſhould ſo Jite! c 7 what I ſay. 

He added many other things to the fame Purpofe, 
which at laſt put the yourg Lady into Tears; but Mill 
ſe remain'd averſe to accuſing me, ſtill proteſting that 
as I never gave her any Cauſe ſhe knew not how to 
frame her Words to ſuch an Untruth. A Remonſtrance 
ſech as this from a Child, one would imagine ſhould have 


mace a Tarent aſhamed of his Injuſtice ; but how har- 
dened 
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dened is the Heart inſpired with Inclinations, ſuch as 
thoſe of Monſieur Pe G it that Time! 

Finding he could not preyail on her to bezome 1.33 
Agent in this wicked Purpoſe, he flew into a Paſſion. 
nd rifing haſtily from the Chair he was fitting in, well. 
faid he, I have done; but remember, Mignon, I will 
never forget your Diſobedience. 

You know, Maca, faid Chri/inz, the uncommon 
Love and ReſpeR this tweet Lady has for you both, ſhe 
burſt afreſh into Tears, and begg ng Monſieur De G 
to come back, entreated his Forgiveneſs, and promited 
to be direQed by him. 

If your Repentance be ſincere, ſaid he, I ſhall forget 
what's paſt, but 'tis upon Condition you punctually ob- 
ſerve what I ſhall enjoin. Te'l your Mother, con- 
tinzed he, that you perceive CH ina is in Love——— 
that ſhe has had the Boldaeſs to entertain her Gallant in 
your Apartment when you have been abroa!—and that 
coming Home one Day unexpectedly, you found them 
together and ſaw him 
I was fo terrif ed, and at the ſame fo provoked at the 
cruel Stratagem contrived againſt me, that I unbolted 
my Door and fl-w out, what, ſaid I, muſt Innocence itſelf 
be rendered guilty to accuſe me:! [ ſee now that 
nothing will be {pared for my Undoing ; but mean as 1 
am, my Complaints, perhaps, may move Compaſſion, 
when I proclaim to all the World, the Motives Man- 
tear De G nas for having Recourſe to ſuch in- 
famoas Proceedings ; 
Lady ſhall be acquainted with the whole Affair 
ſhe is too juſt and generous not to picy, and affond me 
ker Protection | 

I was all in Tears, as I ſpoke theſe Words, and was, 
indeed, coming to inſorm your Lady ſnip cf the cruel 
Plot againſt me; but, Montteur De G lopyd 
me, you are a fooliſh Gul, cry'd he, you don't think 
ſure I was in earneſt. I ſaid all this only to make 
you come out of the Chamber in a Rage, and aftaid 
ſome Diverſion to my Daughter, I ſhould, indeed, 


1 ſpoken 


but firſt, continued J, my 


— 
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ſpaken with a Deſign ta give a Turn to the Affair, and 
by makiag it pais for a Jeſt, prevent Nlademoiſelle 
Aiignes from thinking of it any more, or mentioning it 
to yu. I pauſed a little ᷑onſidering what was beſt for 
re to do, and for the Reaſons I have already mention'd, 
being unwilling to trouble you with it, I retired, though 
not without a Murmur that expreſs'd my DiiſatisfaQtron. 

When I reflected on this Affair, after my Patton was 
a little abated, I, was perſuaded within myſe!f that as 
he had ventured to go this Length, he would go yet far- 
ther, and never reſt till be had found fome way to get 
me diſcharged from the Family, in hope that Misfor- 
tune would reduce me to accept of his Propoſals, or in 
Caſe of my Refufal he a ſufficient Revenge for the Diſ- 
appointment I had given him. How to proceed 1 knew 
not, Icth 1 was to leave my Place, and ſtill more loth to 
give you any Caule of Complaint, ſo reſolved to wait 
the Iſſne, but to be ſo careful of myſelf, as never to 
give him any Opportunity of ſurprizing me. 

Near a Year palt over without my receiving any Mo- 
leſtation of that kind, when accidentally, pardon me 
Heaven, I ought not to make ule of that Expreſſion, 
fince ,was by thy all-direQting Providence alone, I made a 
Difcovery of a ſecond Plot againſt me, if poſſible more 
crael, and more dangerous to me than the former. 

Maria the Chambermaid under me, had pretended an 
exccliive Fear of Spirits, and very much preſs'd me to 
become her Bedfellow, as both of us lay alone: Though 
J never did any thing but laugh at ſuch Apprehenſions, 
1 complied at laſt with her Importunities, and after we 
had agreed upon i. on the very Night I was firſt 
to be her Gueſt, going up Stairs I found a Paper, which 
perceived had been Pided up in the manner of a Bil- 
let. [ open'd it, and read to my inexpreſſible 
Surprize theſe Words. | 

The LETTER. 
F Neleſed you till find a Bill for the five hundred 
Livre I promiſed you j————-[1 rejoice to hear your 
Pre has been /9 ſacce/ful I fretend to go out of 


Town 
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Toten 80-7401 „ toat 4 may nt be expected 1 my 
With; lie return late is the Evening, and be ad- 
mitted by one / 1y own Men, who is in the Serre... 
1 fbatl then fteal fly into jour Chamber, and conceal 
myleif in the Claſit you mention,” till I f Chriſtina is 
in Bed————as fe will fabpr/e it to be you, the will 
make no Noiſe till it is paſt her Poæuer to prevent my 
Defigns: all you hawe to as therefore is to get her from 
my Daughter's Apartment as ſoon as poſſible I had 
no Optortunity of ſbeaking to you, fo took this Means of 
giving you a Caution Farewell, kno me always for 
your Friend, 

Tho' there was no Direction to this Letter, nor Name 
ſubſcribed ; it was eaſy for me to know the Perſon that 
wrete it, or for whom it was deſigned, and the Danger 
I had fo miraculouſly eſcaped ; I was ſometime before I 
could reſolve how to behave in this Affair, and as it was 
now near the Time of going to Bed, I was ruminating 
on it, when the wicked Maria came into my Chamber, 
and told me that your Ladyſhip had ordered her to do 
ſomething, which would detain her later than the uſual 
Hour, ſo deſired I would not wait for her but go te 
Bed, as ſoon as I was diſmiſſed from my Attendance on 
Madamoiſelle. I looked on her while ſhe was ſpeaking, 
and whether it were owing to her own Senſe of the 
Crime ſhe was about to be guilty of, er my Knowledge 
of her Intentions, I cannot ſay, but certain it is, that 


ſhe that Moment looked with a Countenance tkat nad 
could not bear to tur 


my Eyes upon her, but as ſoon as ſhe had done ſpeaking, = 


ſomething in it hideous 


I have found a Letter, ſaid I, which I believe belongs 
to you, and then preſented her with the ſhocking Paper 
never was Confuſion ſuch as hers at my delivering 
it to her, ſhe but caſt her Eyes upon it, and was 'Thunder- 
truck ood Heaven, -cried ſhe, as ſoon as ſhe 
could ſpeak, how my ſterious are all thy Ways! 
Pardon me, good God! and pardon me, Chriina 

I ſee and am aſhamed of what I have done, and now re- 

joyce in the midſt of my Ditſprace, that the horrid 

Crime I had conſented to further is diſappointed of 
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being re gl perrated. With theſe Words ſhe burſt into a 
Torrent of Tears, and appeared fo truly penitent that I 
was very much moved at it. Well, Maria, ſaid I, I 
will believe vou were unwarily drawn into a Partner- 
ſhip in this crue! Deſign upon me am pre- 
ſerved, and innocent. it is therefore my Buſinefs 
now to comtort o N aefpend upon my free For- 

it 1 wil always pray you may find 


CVE: ze! and tha 
Pardo a fro: N abore — [1 do aſſure you I will nere 
dirulge any hing to your Prejudice in the Family — 
all I have to aſx. 13 that you would write 2 few Words 
to Monteur De G in the manner I hail dictate; 
the poor Creature was io much prerced with my good 
Nature as ſhe termed it, and a jun Senſe of her Error 
that ſhe was willing to do any Thing that would appear 

1 of her Fault ; what I deſired her to write 


was in this Manner. 
To Monſieur De G——— 


TE cruel Preject you (ommunicated to me, and > cam 
J tas readil; agr ed to forward, is miraculouſly 
werted from taking EF2@ J beg for the ſake 's 
your own Peace 575 — ere, and Lereafter, vou will no 
more proſecute an Attemft, aubich JI dare believe Heaven 
cu al Ways render fruithf——1 am convinced that 
true Virtue is Havens peculiar Care, and if ſo, it avil] be 
in vain for a? 2 0ns te aim at its Deſtrution the 
Maid whe DefiruFion beth of us had conſpired, aſſures me, 
he wwill pray, that wwe bar ve better Mind; a juſt 
Conſcious eſs of my Crime has mad? me a Convert, 1 hope 
the Monitor avithin your own Br eaſt c have no lef5 
Weight with you all will remain a Secret to my 
Lady, but it muſt be on Condition 722 for the Future forego 
ail Deſigns, perithus for thoſe wh9 engagevin them ; and 
in the end ſhameful to yourſelf” that you may S 2 
therefore is the tarnejt Wiſh of 
Hur 12 7 dat iſu “es Sant, 
Mar 
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To this ſhe would need add a Poſtcript, the Words 


which as near as 1 can recollect, were theſe ; 


P. S. I return you the five handred Livres you gere 
pleaſed to encloſe, for as I look upon them as the Hazes of 
Sin, I dun not put them among thoſe I have ac gute 
by haneft Lab. ur, and bote you all convert them to ujet 
mare pious and more laudavle, than that for which they 
were beflowed on me. 


Wen th: had finithel this Letter, ſhe give it, to the 
Min waom the knew wis entruilted witn all the Se- 
crets of his Maiter, and who had brougat her the 
Letter and the Money. She ordered him to deliver it 
into his Hands as ſoon as he ſhould arrive from his pre- 
tended Journey, and wl.en ſhe had ſettled every Thing 
neceſſary with nim, ſhe returned to me, and gave me 
the whole Detail by what Sollicitations he had prevailed 
upon her to become acceſſary to his intended Ci im 
I fatter my ſelf her Letter had ſome Effect on him, ter 
he has never ſince, tho' near thiee Years have been 
elapſed, ever ſpoke one Word to me, nor much lets ever 
renewed any Attempts of the Nature I have been men- 
tioning Maria, however a true Penitent, and 
always aſhamed to look me in the Face, in ſpite of all 
my Endeavours to reaſſure her, was never entizely ealy 
and having the offer of being entertained in Madam De 
J 's Service, your Lady ſhip Knows ſhe quitted 
vours, fince which I have never ice her. 

Here Chri//ina ended, ſaid Madam De G , and 
I aſked her what Ir ference ſhe had crawn ſrom this Ads 
venture, that would be of any Service to me. That ke 
lands more in Awe of your Ladyſhip, replicd ſhe, than 
you perhaps imagine, and that proper Methods might put 

a ſtop to his Carcer of Vice, 

The full thing in my Opinion, continued ſhe, ſhioutd 
be to find out the Woman who miileads him, then to 
have her informed that if ever you ſhould nnd out the 
Intrigue, you have Power cnourhh to have her conlned 
tor Lite at the fame lime I would have ſome Friend 
of Moniicur De “s talk to him in a very ſerious 
manner and aer icmonitrating to him the Injudice: he 
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Wis gailty of, and that if he did not day 
change his Courie of Life, you ſhould be informed of it, 
and conſequently a Rupture would enſue, your Grievances 
weuld be laid open, and his Reputation, which hitherto 
le had ſeemed ſo tenacious of, entirely ruin'd. 

Tho' Cyriſlina's Advice did not ſuit with my Incli- 
ration, it occaſioned in me a whimſical Reſolution, and 
fuch a one as perhaps no Woman beſide myſelf ever 
thought on, much leſs put in Practice you ſhall 
judge of it, my dear Fcanelta, continued Madam De 
I never remember it without laughing, and I 
care anſwer when you know it, you will be no leſs 
Civerted. Bat I will not tell you at once the Plot, that 
«ame into my Head, tho' 1 did Chriſtina, but acquaint 
3 ou how ſtep by tiep I carried it into Execution. 

began with going ore Morning iuto my Huſband's 
Cloſet, and having enquired how he did, the Carnival, 
{aid 1, is near at hand, and I have an Inclination to 
paſs both that and the Lent in the Country, and not return 
to Paris till after Eaſier, but would not do it without 
your Permiſſion, fo beg to know how you approve of it. 
The Idea of my Abſence was too grecable for him not 
to give a ready Conſent; he not on told me I was my 
own Rliſtreſs, and ſhould be ever ſc ; but alſo accom- 
panied that Compliment with a Parſe of "4g in order 
as he faid to make the Carnival more pn 

The ſame Day Chrijiina and ] ſet cus on our ſuppoſed 
Journey; but inſtead of going to my Cattle, I went to 
ner Mother's, Houſe: having made that Woman ac- 
quainted wih my Deſign the Night before —a 
Man's Taylor was irn. I ſont for, and they hav- 
ing provided me with a Night-Gown, Cap and Slippers 
to prevent his having any Suſpicicn 1 was not of the 
== 1 pretended, I made him take niy Meaſure, and 

beſpoke two *uits of Cioaths, the one extremely rich, 
the other leſs fo, and ordered them to be made with all 
poſſihle ſpeed. My Commands were punttually obeyed, 
and in lets than four Days every Thing was got re ady 
ard I was metamorphoſed into a fne Monheur, and 
you cannot Conceive how much this Diiguiſe became me. 


Beth Chrifina, and bes Mother pioteſled that ] perſonated 
7 | x 
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a Man fo naturally, that it was impoſſible for any one to 
think I was not really fo. 

Now, my dear Feanetta, you will ſoon ſee into my 
Plot, which hitherto J dare anſwer you have no Notion 
f; -I had one Footman who I knew was perfectly 
in my Intereſt. Tais Fellow I had ordered to be a con- 
ftant Spy on my Huſband, and watch wherever he went, 
that he might find ovt where this Miltrels who gave me 
ſo much Pain was lodged. 

As Monfieur De G—— imagined me out of Town, 
he was ſomewhat leſs cautious than he had been, fo that 
it was no difficult Taſk for my Deſires ſo far to be ac- 
compliſhed In three Days the Man brought me News 
that a Lady whom my Huſband went every Day ta 
vifit, often dined with, and ſeldom ſupped from, was 
called Madamoiſelle Julia, and that ſhe lived in a little 
Street near Fauxbourg Saint Honord. This Diſcovery I 
looked upon as half Succeſs, and immediately employed 
a Perſon Chriflina's Mother recommended to me, to 
enquire in the Neighbourhood where this Woman was 
lodged, what publick Places ſhe frequented, and L 
ſoon found out that ſhe went very often to the Opera, 
and Comedy, both of which ſhe was extremely fond of. I 
hired this Fellow as a Footman, and without entruſting 
him with my Secret, for he imagined he ſerved a Maſter 
not a Miſtreſs, I made him get acquainted with Falia's 
Servant; and he ſoon proved how fit he was for the Pur- 
e | employed him in, for ſuppoſing I had a mind ta 

ave an Intrigue with this Woman, he brought me an 
exact Intelligence of all her Motions. 

Being informed ſhe was gone to the Theatre, what 
Dreſs ſhe had on, and in what Box ſhe was ſeated, I 
followed her thither, and ſoon diſcovered by the Defcrip- 
tion, which of the many Ladies there, was ſhe I ſought 
after. She was tall, well ſhaped, and accompanied by 
another Woman, ſomewhat elder than herſelf, but very 
well drefled. I went into the next Box to her's, but had 
not preſently a fall View of hef Face, it being ſo early 
that the Candles were not yet lighted, excepting ſome 
few here and there. The Houſe however was extremely 
fall, as it could not be expedteed to be otherwite, that 
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being the Grit Night of the Repreſentation of one of 
Nlondeur Poltarr.'s Tragedies you have heard me 
often ſpeak, continued Madame De G —of that 
ad mirable Author, and may remember with what 
Praiſes ; indeed in this, I but concurred with the publick 
Voice ia doing Juſtice to his Merit the Knowledge 
of the Author who furniſhed this Night's Entertainment, 
was ſufficient to draw all the Perſons of Senfe, or who 
de fired the Reputation of it to be preſent. 

When the Candles were lighted, I had a full View of 
the Face of Madamoitelle Ju, and heard her ſay in a 
very low Voice to the Perſon who was with her, that ſhe 
trembled leſt Monſieur De C ſhould come to the 
Play. By this I found ſhe had not acquainted him with 
it, and could gather from ſome other Words they ſaid 
to each other, that he was jealous of her, which pleaſed 
me extremely, as it forwarded my Contrivance. 

Here I could not forbear interrupting Madam De 
G I am in the utmoſt Impatience, cried I, fur 
Heaven ſake dear Madam do me the favour to tell me 
what end you propoſed to yourſelf by doing all this; 
for I 2am utterly unable by what you have ſaid to com- 
prehend any Part of your Delign. 

You are in very great haite, replied Madam De G— 
with a Smile, it would be but jult to keep you in Suſ- 
pence, as they do in Romances, till the Incidents that 
follow, ſhould by Degrees, give you leave to gueſs at 
the Cataitrophe; but I ſhould make a very gracious 
Queen, I don't love to refuſe any thing in my power to 
beitey, without Prejudice to others 
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Know then, 
that my. Deſign was to get if polible the Affection of 
Mademorelle alia, make an Aſſignation with her, and 
comrive it ſo, that my Huſhand might ur priſe us to- 
gether, and to be convinced of the Infidelity of thoſe 
{ort of Creaturcs. | 

Had 1 been a Man, I know not if I had not in 
good earneſt, become the Rival of Monſieur De 6 


Julia had an enchanting Sprightlinets in her Coun- 
Kenance 


her Complexion was ct a Cazzling Whites + 
neis, and when ever ſhe looked vpen you, ker Eyes 


ce med 
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ſeemed to ſpeak, and command your Admiration 
the more I examined her, the leſs I was ſurpriſed at my 
Huſband's Paſſion for her, yet it did not hinder me from 
proſecuting my Deſign, and tho' I was far from hating 
her, I could not bear he ſhould continue to love her. 

It was no difficult Matter for me to make an Acquain- 
tance with her: Women of her Character, tho' never 
ſo well ſupported by one Man, are ready to enter in- 
to Converiation, with as many as ſhall think it worth 
their while to endeavour it. I talkeda great deal to 
her, and as I was well dreſs'd, and ſhe took me for a 
Perlon of Diſlinction, was very much pleaſed with the 
Compliments I mace her. I entreated Permiſſion to 
viſit her, and tho' ſhe did not immediately grant my 
Requeſt, I eaſily perceived ſhe would do ſo before we 

arted when the Play began, I was fo charm'd 
with it, that I had like to have forgot the Buſineſs which 
brought me there—————-raiſe your Idea to every thin 
that can be called excellent, yet it will ſil! be ſhort of 
what this juil'y celebrated Poet preſents us wit. 
Delicacy of Sentiment could never be carried to a high- 
er Pitch———every thing was majeſtic, noble and 
interciting the Actors were more the Heroes they 
periona ed, than themſelves ever were in reality. 
Fancy, Energy, Sublimity, Tenderneſs were all united 
in this inſtructive Compoſition Happy are they 
who pullets Talents ſuch as Voltaire, they merit to have 
Monuments erected to their Memory, which ſhould con- 
tiuue to the end of Time—in doing Honour to Authors 
of this Rank, we do Honour to ourſelves, and ſhew po- 
ſterity we had a Tale capable of reliſning Perfection. 

I was not however quite unmindful of myſelf, and took 
the Opportunity of attacking Julia between the Acts, 
and had the Satisfaction, to obſerve that every time I 
{poke to her, ſhe ſeemed more and more ciipoſed to liſten 
to me, and when at laſt I preſs'd her very home, it 
is not, faid the, out of any diſlike to your Perſon, or 
Converſation, that I am at all reluctant to admit your 
Viſits ; on the contrary, you appear in my Eyes a dan» 
gerous Man there is ſomething too agreeable both 
in your Form, and Wit, for a Woman, who would pre- 
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ſerve ber Heart, to truſt herſelf much with he- 
fides, continued ſhe, I have ſome other private Reaſons, 
which deter me from entring into an Acquaintance with 
you. Here ſhe ceaſed, but as I would not take what 
ſhe ſaid as a Derial, I renewed my Petition in terms 
ſo ſtrong, that the at laft conſented, with this Con- 
dition, that the Viſits I made her, ſhould be between the 
Hours of Dinner and Supper, and that I would never 
inũſt on ſtaying a Moment longer, than ſhe thought 
it proper I ſhould go. All this I readily agreed to, 
and the Preliminaries being ſettled, I had leave to vi- 
fit her next Day, on which I ſaid every thing that Men 
uſually do on ſuch Occaſions, and 3 exceeded moſt 
of them in my Complaiſance, men knowing beſt 
what will be moſt pleafing to their own Sex. She - Pry 

indeed, charmed with the Tranſports I expreſs'd, but 
faid, as I was leading her to a Coach, that waited for her, 
and the Perſon that accompanied her, You Men are de- 
ceitful ; while we are new to you, nothing ſo complaiſant 
and fond ; but when once you have obtained your Wiſhes, 


ing more careleſs and indifferent However, 

- 17 — there is ſomething in my Heart, which 

will not ſuffer me to be ungrateful to the Efteem you 

exprels for me. She ſpoke this with ſo engaging an Air, 

that had I really been what ſhe took me tor, I had cer- 
tainly been in love with her. 

I was careful not to omit the appointed hour nextDay, 
but was very much mortified at being obliged to quit the 
Houſe, without ſeeing her, tho' indeed I learned enough 
to make me know my Plot was in as fair a Way of ſuc- 
ceeding, as I could wiſh. At my Arrival, I found 
ſtanding at the Door, the Woman who had been with 
her at the Play, and who I ſoon diſcovered was no other 
than her Servant and Confidant : She took me into a little 
Parlour, and told me, that Madamoiſelle Julia was ex- 
tremely concerned, that I ſhould have the Trouble 
of coming at a Time, when it was impoſſihle ſhe could 
admit me, a Perſon whom ſhe did not expect being, unluc- 
kily with her, and it was wholly improper I ſhould be ſeen. 

I thought, at firſt, that this Diſappointment was a 
Piece of Artig ce, common enough with ſuch Women, to 
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heighten the Paſſion I had pretended, and to bring me 
to explain myſelf, as to the Advantages, ſhe might ex- 
pect from my Acquaintance: in order, therefore, to pre- 
vent my labour being loſt, when I ſhou!d come again, 
it ſeemed proper 1 thould begin by gaining Gogo, fo 
was this Woman called, ſo made her a Preſent of ten 
Lewis D'Ors. She bluſhed at receiving them, 
but whither through Joy, or Modeſty, I leave you to 
gueſs, the Gold however had its uſual Eflet————t 
purchaſed every Secret I deſred She informed 
me that Monſieur De 6 as paſhonately in love 
with ber Mittreſs, that he was extremely jealous of her, 
and that it was noother than himſelf, who was at that time 
above with ber be was told, ſaid ſhe, by ſome 
of his Spies, that you talked to her at the Play laſt 
Night, and when we came home we ſound him waiting 
for us: he reproached her Ingratitude and ill Conduct, 
as he termed it, and has never left the Houſe fince. 
What makes us more unhappy, is, that his Wife is now 
out of Town, and having no reſtraint upon him, we 
ſhall find it an infinite Difficulty to do any thing with- 
out being in Danger of his ſurpriſing u We uſed 
to have ſome Hours of the Day to ourſelves, but now 
he either ſends or comes ſo perpetually, that we have a 
miſerable Time. | 

I then aſked if Monſieur De (made any amends 
by his Liberality for the 'I'rouble he gave. To which 
ſhe replied, that they had na reaſon to complain, but that 
ſhe thought he might do better, for ſhe knew him to be 
immenſely rich: But, added ſhe, Madamoiſelle Julia, 
is not of a mercenary Tempe Complaiſance more 
endears a Man to her, than all the Riches in the World 
co offer her a Gratuity, for any Favours ſhe 
beitows, is the fame thing, as ſtrik ing a Ponyard to her 
Heart I have often blamed this Folly in her, but 
there is no conquering Nature I am obliged, con- 
tinued the cunning Gogo, to receive all the Preſents made 
to her, and to inſtruct her Lovers how to behave if 
they would ſucceed if any one was to bring her a 
Sum of Money, or even a Ring or Bracelet, ſhe would 
that Minute forbid him her Houle, : 
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T took no Notice of what ſhe had ſaid on this Score, 
being determined not to pay too dear for my Curioluy, 
but aſked her, how Monfieur De G———— behaved, 
ſo as, to get into her good G races; why that, Monſieur, 
anſwered ſhe, was all owing to me——he was quite 
brutal at the firſt, he fell in love with her at the O- 
pera, had her followed home. and the next Morning 
wrote a Letter to acquaint her, that he was very much 
charm'd with her, that he knew ſhe was kept by a Coun- 
ſellor of the Parliament, who did not allow her very hand- 


ſomely, and if the would break with him, ſaid hes I 


will give you a hundred Lewis COrs in hand, and a 
thouſand Crowns per Month. NE 
A fine way of Courtſhip indeed, cryed Cage, my NI. 


treis was highly affronted, and I went to kita and re- 


proved him, for his want of Politeneſs to a Woman of 
her Merit. be ſwore he had made ute of the tame 
Method to above twenty, who had never reſented it, 
and to prove the Trath of what he ſaid, ſhewed me a Let- 
ter, which he told me was the Original of what he wrote 


to all whom he had any De ſſign upon of that Nature. 


I could ſcarce forbear Laugning, when ihe {poke this, 
in ber Account I ſaw my Huſband's Picture drawn to 
the Life ; but as I wanted to be informed of all relating 
to this Affair, I aſked her how ſhe brought it about. 
that two ſuch Oppoſites as ſhe deſcribed, ſhould at laſt 
agree. Why, ſaid ſhe, I undertook to reconcile my 
Miſtreſs to him, but obliged him to pay down a whole 
Years Advance into my Hands, beſides the hundred 
Lewis d Ores, and then he had leave to come, and th: 
Counſellor was diſmiſi:d But, purtued ſhe, you 
cannot imagine the difficulty I had to bring him to part 
with all that Money at once, and I don't know whither 
ever he would have done it, if I had not made him be- 
lieve the Counſellor was ſo much in Love, that we 
were in hopes of drawing him in to marry her, 

T was now ſufficiently inſtructed by this moſt extreor- 
dinary Servant, every Paſſage relating to my Huſband 
and his Miſtreſs, and could not help refletting how 
ridiculous Men make themſelves by putting it into the 
Power of 1uch Wretcaes to expole them at their Pleaſure, 

but 
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but this not being a Place to indulge Meditation, I took 
my leave after having gained a Promiſe from her to 
contrive ſo:ne means of my ſeeing her Miſtreſs the next 
Day either at her own Houſe, or ſome other Place ſhe 
would find out. 

By all ti.at had paſſed ] had no reaſon to Deſpair, and 
I found G.. ponctual to her Promiſe the next Day—they 
had on ſome Pretence or other got rid of Monſieur De G 
and the beautiful Julia received me in a manner, which 
left me no room to doubt I had made a real Impreſſion 
on her Heart, a thing not very common with Women of 
her Stamp————#e was alone, and I could eaſily 
perceive ſhe had ſummon'd all her Charms that Day, 
to compleat a Conqueſt over me -l ſay again, that 
had I been of a different Sex I muit have loved her, there 
was a Modelty and Sweetneſs in her Converſation, that in 
ſpite of the Injury ſhe had done me, made it impoſſible 
for me to hate her, and I found ſome kind of Conſola- 
tion in my Misfortune, that I was not ſacrificed, as I 
have known ſome very deſerving Women, to a Wretch 
without any one Allurement, but Vice to juſtify the 
Change. I had not forgot the manner in which the Men 
make their firſt Advances, and behaved ſo as to make a 
very ſwift Progreſs in her Favour; all that remained 
farther for the compleating my Project was to procure an 
Aſlignation at Night, and contrive it fo that my Huſband 
' ould ſurprize us together, | 

But, my dear 7eanetta, continued Madam De 6 
when I was on the Point of entreating this deſtructive 
Favour of her, a Tenderneſs roſe in my Heart, and 
pleaded fo ſtrongly in her Favour, that J heſitated a 
good while before I could ſpeak of it—— ſhe ſeemed 
tv love me fo fincerely, had given me ſo endearing a 
Keception, and I diſcovered ſo much tenſe and Good- 
nature in her, that 1 thought it an unparallelled Piece 
of Cruejty to contrive the Ruin of ſo amiable a Perſon, 
and who put ſo much Confidence in mein fine, 


tao Reſentment ſtruggled hard, yes I could not bring 

nyielſ to a Reſolution. | 
i lad vilited her four Days together, without coming 
o 
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to che Point, for which I had taken all this Pains, but 
on the fifth, ſhe put a Period to my Agitations, by 
making me of her own accord an Anpaintment to come 
the next Day towards Evening, which, laid ſhe, 1 am 
determined to pals with you, having ſomething to com- 
municate to you in private. 

It was then my Buſineſs, according to the Scheme I 
kad laid, to order that Servant I before mentioned as in 
my Intereſt, to acquaint Monſieur De G——that 7a 
had a new Gallant, and that they were together at that 
Time, that he might have come and detected her in her 
Perhdy, yet did I not do this, and perhaps my Pity 
would forever have got the better of my jealouſy, had 
not Chance done that for me, which I could not 
prevail on myſelf to do: But of that hereaſter. g 

I went according to the Time : Gogo was ordered to 
tell my Huſband in cafe he ſhould come, that Julia was 
gone abroad I know, ſaid that unfortunate Woman, 
that he will be incenſed to the higheſt Degree, and 
perhaps run in fearch of me over half the Town, but 
where we do not love, we little regard the Pains we 
give to our Admirer --! know at any Time how 
to make my Peace with him, a few Tears, or a well 
counterfeited fainting away, will make him forego even 
the Teſtimony of his own Eyes, fo, my dear Chevalier, 
continued ſhe, we will have ſome Hours to ourſelves in 
Spite of all his jealous Watchfulneſs. 

You muſt know, purſued Madam De G=——that 
as it was I ſhould aſſume ſome Name, I took 
that of the Chevalier Be//{cour upon me; but I now be- 
gan to think I had brought myſelf into a Perplexity I 
ſhould not know how to extricate myſelf from: Fulia's 
Advances made me fearful ſhe would expeft I ſhould be 
more the Lover than was in my power,to be, and how 
to excuſe a Coldneſs ſo out of Nature, and contrary to the 
Paſſion I had profeſſed for her, I could not by any means 
contrive I was juſt thinking to pretend a ſudden 
Indiſpoſition had ſeized me, and take my leave ; and 
was pgaring. wy Countenance to agree with what I 
deſigned to when the charming Julia caſed me 

1 


of my Apprebenſions, by theſe Words. 
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T love you, my dear Belicour, ſaid ſhe, and it is my 
Opinion of your Honour that engages me to do ſo, and 
alſo to make you the Confidant of the moſt ſecret Paſſages 
of my Life———tho' you are a Man, I imagine I fee 
ſomething in you directly oppoſite to the common 
Artifices, Deceptions, and Vi ices of your Sex, and there» 
fore I will venture to lay open all my Soul, and implore 
your Aſfiſtance, as a Man of Virtue, and a Friend; for 
believe me that notwithſtanding the Life I lead, I often 
walle whole Days in Tears and bitter Reflections. On 
what, beautiful Jia, interrupted I, you much amaze 
me ſuch Diſcourſes are indeed what I little ex- 


pected, but I beſeech you let me know in what I can be 


able to ſerve you. What ſhe had ſaid had indeed very 
much moved me, and at that Inſtant I felt for her all that 
could be expected from a Friend, ſuch as ſhe ſeemed to 
want. 

Yes, dear Chevalier, reſumed the weeping Julia, 
you are ——. Perſon I ever faw who ſeems Wikre 
both by Power and Inclination to put an end to my 
Diſtreſſes, and reſtore to me that Peace of Mind, which 
has long alas been a Stranger to me, but you ſhall be 
judge yourſelf, if you will will permit me to reveal my 
unhappy Story, it will not be tedious and perbaps, 
Jet you more into the Deceit and Hypocriſy of- 
Sort of People than yet you have any Notion of. 

I told her ſhe would do me a Pleaſure in repoſing ſuch 
a Confidence in me, which I gave her my ſolemn ro- 
mife never to abuſe, on which ſhe began her little Nar- 


x is, T; 4 * 1 N 8 * = * P, Sys 
IG SUBS IC > 
MID FALLS. 24 ILSS AE ESP 


The His Tory of Julia. 
I OWE my Birth, faid ſhe, to the Amour of Monſieur 
n 


the Marquis D. a general Officer, and Mada- 

oiſelle De R the late ceſebrated Comedian 

I was privately brought up by a Woman, wha had Ros 
88 . wi 
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with my Mother, but falling into very bid Circum- 
Rances, I was left without Support accultomed co 
Eaie Iknew not how to get my Bread b. I abour 
Neceflity, not Inclination, made me enter into the way 
of Life you find me in the firſt 1 yie.Jed to, made 
me hope a Proviſion for my whole Days, but all his 
Promiſes were vain———\e quitted me jor a new 
Object, I was obliged to liſten to the Temptations of 
a new Lover he deceived me like the other 
third -- fourth a fi ſch did all the ſame, and 
tho' fo oft a Miſtreſs, found mytelf without a Friend 
it has not been in my Power to quit a Life which I io 
much deteſt, that the Approaches of a Man on that 
Score, is dreadful to me, and I ſhudder at the Apprehen- 
ſions of what ſome of my Sex as well as yours, are but 
too well pleaſed with————[ am every Day doing 
Penance, even while I am going the Road to Perdition, 
and I hazard the Salvation of my Soul elſewhere for doing 
what I would give any thing but my Soul to avoid 
Miſerable here, and deſponding for hereafter, I ſhall be 
1 to the moſt frightful Extremity if not ſpeedily re- 

You ſeem ſurprized, continued ſhe, and indeed have 
Reaſon to be fo———T know my Words carry an 
Enigma in them which nothing can ſolve but entring into 
a ſerious Confideration on the Circumſtances I am in 
I am ſenſible that moſt People would tell me it was eaſy 
for me to quit a Courſe of Life ſo infamous to the whole 
World, and which I myſelf pretend to have an Averſion 
for——they would ſay all is but Artifice in me, that 
I I really repented I ſhould reform, and that there were 
many ways by which I might ſubfiſt, if my Inclinations 
to hive virtuous, were fincere. 

But Chevalier, purſued ſhe, I think, or I am much 
d=ceived, yet have a ſund of Compaſſion in your Heart, 
that will not ſuffer you to judge of me with ſo little 

Charity, you will reflect how hard it is for a Woman 
' educated in a genteel, thc” not a grand Manner, to 
deſcend to ſervile Offices for her Support you will 
allo think that even were all remembrances of former 
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Plenty to be forgot by me, the Vices I have been guilty 
of, would not be ſo ſar forgot, as to ſuffer me to be re- 
ceive'd into any Family of Reputation you will 
rather pity than condemn me, but to ſhew you how 
much I have been diſappointed hitherto in all my At- 
tempts to change my Situation, I ſhall relate what I 
believe will ſeem very ſtrange, but yet what Heaven 
knows to be tree. | 


About a Year ago, being as now extremely alarmed at 


tie State I was in, I made a firm Reſolution to quit it, 
and of doing every thing in my Power to loſe myſelt 
from theſe tc: nJalous and wicked Bonds, which ſo lon 
h:d fettered me for this Purpoſe I ſent for a Prieſt, 
] entreated he won'd take upon him the Direction of my 
future Actions, acknowledged to him my paſt Faults, 
e me ited the Miſery of my preſent Situation, and con- 
jured him by his ſacred Function to takeCompzſſion on me, 
and fnd ſome charitable Means of extricating me from the 
Labyrinth of Guilt and Shame, I was involved in. 
He litened to me with all imaginable Attention, 


exadted as the firſt Proof of my Sincerity, that I ſhould. 


mne ke a general Ccnfeſhon, and while I was preparing 


(cr it refrain any Repetition of my former Irregularites, 


and cancluced with aſſuring me, that if he found me a 


true Penitent he would exert the utmoſt of his Power to 


procure me an honeſt Subſiſtance. | 
This gave me ſome Conſolation, and reſolved to be 
guided entirely by his Advice, I diſcharged my der- 


vants ; ſold the bell Part of my Furniture, and all the 
ſuperfluous Ornaments of Dreſs ; broke off with a Lover 


who had provided for me, and retired to a little Lodging 


{ome diſtance from Town, where I lived concealed from 


all my former Acquaintance, paſt my Time in bewailing 
my Errors and beſeeching Heaven to enable me to 
abandon the World for ever and its deceitful Pleaſures. 

My Director came frequently to viſit me, and examine 
what Progreſs I made in my pious Reſolution 
| hid from him nothing of the Truth, omitted no Part 


of the Penances he enjoyned me, and prayed twice as 
no Acts of 
Mortification but what I chearfully went through, yet 


often as he had told me was neceſlary 


In 
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in ſpite of this State of Humiliation, Tears, Faſting, and 
all that can denote a Convert, I was three whole 
Months without being able to prevail on him to give me 
Abſolution. He told me he durſt not pronounce the 
ſacred Benediction, till he was fully convinced, that what 
J called a Converſion, was not rather a Diſguſt, which 
might perhaps wear off, and I return to my former 
Vices——1 then aſked what I could do farther to render 


myſelf worthy of what I defired with ſo much Ardency ; 


and he anſwered that I mult perſevere, and time alone 
could prove the Sincerity of my Intentions. I often 
bemoaned myſelf to him, that I was ſo long delayed the 
Seal of my Tranquility, he remained inflexible, and 
nothing I could urge had the leaſt Efficacy. 

All this Time f was diminiſhing the little Money [I 
had received for the Goods 1 had diſpoſed of, and at 
length 1 had nothing left for the common Neceſlaries of 
Life then fell into a Melancholly. which was 


bordering on Deſpair, and rendered me guilty of freſh. 


Sins this I communicated alſo to my Confeſſor, and 
than it was I found the true Motive of his behaving to 
me in that manner 

O my dear Chevalier, continued the ſorrou ful Julia, 
this Wretch, for I can call him by no other Name, 


fince he prophaned the ſacred Order he had aſſumed, 


made Religion a Cover for the molt deteſtable Purpoſes, 
and inſtead of leading his Penitents the way to Heaven, 
aimed to plunge them headlong into Perdition this 
Man, this Monſter, was become enamoured of me, 
and knowing by my Confeſſions, that my Soul was 
averſe to any ſuch Crime, tho' I had ſo oft been guilty 
of it, contrived theſe Delays to the end my Subltance 
being gone, he might ſtarve me to Compliance. 
When he found me reduced to the laſt Exttemity, he made 
his impious Propoſals to me, and in ſuch daring, ſuch 
blaſphemous Terms as I tremble to remember en- 
raged, and ſhocked I drove him from my Chamber, told 
him that if he ever preſumed to come into my Sight again, 
I would make my Complaint to his Superiors, that he 
might be puniſhed according to his Deſerts. 1 
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But alas! what was I preparing for myſelf? I might 
have thought he that could proceed fo far would ſcruple 
nothing my Refuſal of his horrid Offers, turned 
the Love he had for me ipto the extremeſt Hate: He 
ſwore he would be revenged, and he kept his Word. 

fell into a violent Paſſion of mingled Grief and Hor- 
ror after he was gone, and when I had a little vented it 
in Tears, prayed Heaven that the Baſeneſs and Cruelty 
of this true Volf in Sheep's Cloathing, might not ſtag- 

er my Reſolution, and I do aſſure you, that after ha - 
ving paid this Duty, J found my Heart more at Eaſe, 
and I determin'd the next Day to ſeek for ſome other 
more worthy Paſtor ; but here again my Deſigns were 
fruſtrated, about the Cloſe of Day came an Exempt and 
four Soldiers, and hurry'd me to Priſon without acquaint- 
ing me with my Offence, or aſſigning any Reaſon for 
doing fo, but the Execution of ther Commititon. 

O ! what an exorbitant Power has the Church, and 
how careful ought they who are the Heads of it, to be in 
ritly examining the Morals of thoſe received into 
Holy Orders! This cruel Prieſt, I afterwards heard 
had accuſed me cf having ſpoke contemptuoufly of the 
Prieſthood, and this was enough for being confined, till 
I ſhould make my publick Submiſſions, or rather a pri- 
vate one to this Seducer ; who frequently ſent me Word, 
that if I would comply with what he had propoſed, I 
ſhould not only be enlarg'd, but maintain'd in a hand- 
ſome manuer, out of the Charities given to the Church ; 
but I choſe to periſh ſooner than ever yield, to what I 
always look'd upon, and ſtill do, as the worit kind of 
Sacrilege. It was to no Purpoſe, I told my Story to all 
that came near me it was in vain I wrote and pe- 
tition'd—all I alledged was look'd upon as an Invention, 
and an Aggravation of my Crimes ſome would 
not report it, and thoſe that did, had no other Effect 
than to occaſion my being more ſeverely treated. 

Near three Months did I languiſh in this miſerable Si- 
tuation, and I began to deſpair of gver being releaſed, 
when Providence ordain'd it ſo, that the Author of my 
Misfortune ſhould alſo, though. much againſt his De- 

ſign, be the means of delivering me. He had the _ 
| | neſs. 
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neſs to make the ſame Overtures he had done to me, to 
the Wife of a Commiſſary ſhe had Preſence enough 
of Mind to ſeem yielding to his Deſires, appoimed him 
a Time to vitit her, acquainted her Huſband with it, 
who with ſeveral Friends and two Prielts, who without 
knowing why they were invited, were placed in th2 
next Room, and were Witneſſes ot his Prophaneneſ. 
He was immediately ſeized, the Order was ſcandalized 
by it. and a long Series of Crimes of the like Nature 
being afterwards proved upon him, my Complaint came 
under Conſideration, and I was ſet at Liberty what 
became of him | know not, but it is thought he was 
ivately made away with, to prevent farther Noiſe. 

The firſt Ute I made of my Enlargment was to go to 
Church, and return Thanks to Heaven. I had heard 
from the Woman with whom I lodg'd, of a Man who 
had an excellent Chazacter, both for his Piety and Learn- 
mg to him I applied. and acquainted him with my 
whole Hiſtory : He ſeem'd ſlruck with Horror at the 
Proceedings of my former Confeſſor, and took three 
Days to conſider what could be done for me; at the 
End of which he came to me, and told me he had now 
thought of ſomething to enable me to pa's the Remainder 
of my Days in Peace. 

I had not Patience. to aſk him what it was, ſo tran- 
ſported was I at the hope of being reſcued from Want, 
waich I now felt {everely. I threw myſelf at his 
Feet, aſſuring him I ſhould be eternally oblig'd to him, 
and that I would pray inceſſantly to Heaven for his Pre- 
lervation. 

But, O! Beleewr, what had he done for me! 
is it thus good Heaven, that the Stewards of Charity di- 
tribute the Sums that are raiſed in pious Contributions 

He had ordered I ſhould be received into the 
Convent of 4e Filles du ton Paſteur, and order'd me to 
be there next Day, where he would meet, and intro- 
duce me. 

I knew very well what fort of a religions Houſe this 
was, and that in order to be admitted, I muſt own my- 
ſelf to have been a common Proſtitute; as I had never 
been what can juſtly be called ſo, though render'd too 
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guilty by my Neceflitie, that Thought was inſuppott- 
able: Neither, indeed, did a Convent, though f te 
moſt reputable kind, at all ſuit me { lifled my 
Grief and Diſappointment, however, as weil as 1 was 
able; knowing by Experience how dangerous it is to 
irritate the Church, and promiſed to be there at the 
Time he mention'd ; though, indeed, I never intended 
to keep my Word, nor ſeek Conſolation from ſuck Pev- 
ple, where ſo much is waating to render them either 
compaſſionate or charitable, and who think all Virtue 
conſiſts in a blind and rigid Zeal. 

I was now oppreſt with Sorrow, and in the moſt de- 
ſtitute and forlorn Condition imagiaabie, after a thou- 
ſand cruel Reflections, I bethoaght me of a Servant who 
had formerly had lived with me, and received ſome Prost 
by her Service. ' wrote to her to come to me, and 


ſhe immediately obey'd my Summons; fhe had always 


a tender Regard for me, and ſhe gave me Proofs of i, 
after I had with Tears related all chat had happened to 
me inſtead of making me any Anſwer, ſhe left 
my Chamber with as much haſte as ſhe had entered it; 
and I began to think that ſhe had deſerted me on the 
Account of my Diſtreſs; but I was ſoon convinced to 
the contrary, in about a quarter of an Hour ſhe returned, 
and brought with her all ſhe was Miſtreſs of in the 
World, defiring I would make uſe of it as my own, 
and that ſhe ſhould think herſelf happy to be again my 
Servant, and to ſpend all her Days with me. —— 
embraced her with Gratitude and 'T'enderneſs, accepted 
her Offer, and gave her my Promiſe that whatever hap- 
pened, I would never more part from her. t is this 
Gogo who you now ſee with me, and to whom I have 
been ſo much obliged, that I loye her with the Affection 
of a Siſter. | 
Thus was I compell'd again by my cruel Deſtiny to 
return to what I had taken ſo much Pains to avo'd — a 
Counſellor of the Parliament for ſome time ſupporced me; 
but as I found he was on the Point af withdrawing his 
Allowance, I broke off with him in Favour of Noe 
heur De G „from whom. I at preſent receive a 


handſome Maintainance. This, dear Be/cour, is my real 
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Hiſory, from which you may eafily comprehend, how 
much I abhor the Life I lead, and how infinitely I 
ſhould rejoice in having an Opportunity of quitting it. 

I was moved even to Tears, continued the excellent 
Madam De G at this melancholy Relation; but 
had the utmoſt Impatience to know what Deſigns ſhe 
c uld have on me, and why ſhe had made Choice of one 
ſo much a Stranger to her, for her Adviſer and Confi- 

ent. I was going to aſk in what ſhe would command 
me, when ſhe prevented me by ſaying ; you are the on- 
ly Man in the World that I depend on to draw me from 
the Precipice in which I am fahen. You have often 
aſſured me that you love me, and as you have never 
approach'd me with thoſe Freedoms which render your 
Sex ſo difagrceabie to me, I am apt to flatter myſelt it 
is rather a ſolid Friendſhip, than a vague and wanton 
Paſſion you are inſpired with in my Favour. I hope 
Ido not deceive myſelf in this Conjecture; but to make 
Tryal of it, aſſiſt me I ccnjure you in takivg the only 
Step I wiſh. J only aſk your Protection the 
Money Monſieur De G———has beſtowed on me, is 
ſufficient to ſet me up in ſome honeſt Trade ; I wonld 
change my Name, and Place of Abode, as well as my 
Conduct; and as a Perſon cannot go to any ſtrange Place 
without ſome Recommendation, *tis that I would entreat 
of you, depending on your Secrecy and Readineſs to pro- 
mote my Intereſt, when you ſhall ſind my Induftry entitles 
me to it. 

J was opening my Mouth to anſwer her Requeſts, and 
to encourage her in a Deſign I ſo much approved, when 
we heard G2-s Veice ſcreaming at the Door, and uſing 
her utmoſt Efforts from hindering Monſieur De G 
from coming in. Ile had been inform'd that lia 
was not gone out, and that a Gentleman” had been ſeen 
to enter half frantick with Race and Jcalouſv, and 


determin'd to be convinced, it was in vain ſhe attempted 
to obliratt his Paſſage, he ruſhed in with two of his 
Servants, few up Stairs, and ſeeing the Door ſhut where 

we were, order" them to break it open immediately. 
Juli was terrified leſt Murder ſhould enſue, if I were 
Wund with her, I told her that I had infallible Means 
„ 
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to pacify him, yet to make her eaſy I wou'd conceal 
mv ſelf ſhe entreated I would, and I went into a 
Cloſet while ſhe unlock'd the Door. The Scene w:s 
very pleaſant, my Huſband began to ſtorm, on Which 
ſhe affected to be as much in a Paſſion. He aſkecl 
what ſhe had done with her Gallant, ſhe proteſted none 
had been with her; but. that being indiſpoſed, ſhe had 
order'd Gozo to deny her to him. In fine, afcer a 

reat many Reproaches on both ſides, they quarrelled 
themſelves Friends ; and Fulia defired he would go with 
her into the next Room, pretending ſhe had ſomething to 
ſhew him, imagining no doubt, but that I would take 
that Opportunity of eicaping ; but that was not my Bui- 
ſineſs. No time could be ſo fit as this for the Exe- 
cution of my Deſign, and juſt as my Huſband paſed by 
the Cloſet, I ſtirr'd myſelf fo as to make him hear tome- 
body was therc he ſtarted, and then cry'd out, in- 
famous Woman! is it thus you have deceived me ? theie 
Words were accompanied with ſeveral Blows, whici 
made her cry out. I flew from my Concealment and, 
laying one Hand upon my Sword, and with the other, 
taking him by the Shoulder, fye, Monſieur, ſaid J. 
how dare you treat a young Lady with ſuch unmanly In- 
ſolence ? Monſieur De G was never very fond 
of Rencounters, ſuch as my Behaviour threatned ; he grew 
pale, and ſtepping back, cry'd he had paid too dear for 
that unworthy Woman, not to have her all to himſelf 
that might have been proper enough ſome: Years 
ago, ſaid I; but Men of. your Age are fit only to main- 
tain Miſtreſſes for thoſe who are younger. [ could, 
not ſpeak this without burſting into a Fit of Laughter 
which ſpoiled all. Monſieur De G ———= prelently 
knew me ; but was, perhaps, more alarmed at doing ſo, 
than he had been before. My Wife, ſaid he, and 
was fo diſconcerted that he fell back into an eaſy Chair; 
as I was fearful of the Effects of fuch a Surprize, I 
threw myſelf upon him, and inſtead of reproaching his 
Infidelity, rally'd him in a fond manner, for his tyran- 

nical Treatment of to lovely a Cxtature as Fulia. | 
His Altoniſhment and Confuſion being a little over, 
he begg'd to know the meaning of this whimlicab Ad- 
R 2 venture, 
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Venture, gave him the whole Detail of it wichout Dil» 
guiſe, and concluded by ſaving, that ſo far from dilap- 
prorirg the Efcem he had for my charming Rival, I 
wo iid de the firit to entreat he never would withdraw 
It. 

Aa ng me in her Apartment, and in a Habit he 
could little e have i um: gin'd | ſhou'd ever aſſume, had ſur- 
prized him, it was las inferior to hat this Requeſt occa- 
lon'd in h.m he look'd on me, and then on Julia 
——iired his Eyes one Moment to Heaven, the next 
{:xed them on the Ground, and appear'd in ſuch Perplexi- 
ty, that | thought it neceſſary to eaſe him of it, which 
J did by _ ging Julia to repeat her Story. Not all 
the Terror aud Confution, the Difcovery who I was had 
_ her, could hinder her from diſcanting on her Mis- 
unes with a peculiar Grace. 


2 


She concluded 
ich the moſt earneſt Entreaty, to be taken from her 
= cent way of Lite, and interwove her Supplications 
with fuch pious Reflections, on tae Article of Salvation, 
that Monſieur De could not help being moved. 
Ve all wept ia Concert, and on my deſire my Huſ- 
band ſettled a Penſion on her, ſufficient to maintain her 
above Want. 

Thus, my dear Feanetta, continued Madam De 
C ended an Adventure, on the Succeſs of, which 
do not a little value myſelf. Julia remains in 
Paris, ard lives in a manner conformable to the good In. 
0 nations, which won me to take pity of her. I 
viſit her as often as I come to Town, and have a great 
dcal of Pleaſure in her Converſation ; but my greateſt 
Happineſs is, that Monſieur De G is entirely 1C- 
_—_ and leads a Life of the utmoſt Regularity, for 

vhich Le is fo ccmp/'aiant as to tell me, I may thank my 
own good Conduct and Sweetneſs of Diſpoſition, 

Ve enter'd the Town where we were to dine, juſt as 
Nladam De G———had fnifh'd her Story. [ thought 
it no leſs agreeable than intereſting, and it gave Occa- 
hen to many Reflections on the Temptations of Pover- 
ty, and the Duty incumbent on Pr rents to provide for 
their Childzen a Refuge from it, az far as is in their 
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The Evening of the ſame Day we arrived at the 
Caſt le Nfonſieur De G received me with 
the greateſt Reſpect, and the young Mademoiſelle Mg. 
von With an equal ſhare of Tenderneſs. | teſtifed 
my Gratitude by all the Acknowledgments that Word; 
could form, and as all the Civilities that paſs'd between 
me and thi: amiable Family were perfectly fincere, the 
Plexſure was ſo too. | 
After the firit Compliments were over, I aſk'd for 
Chriſtina, ſhe was in the Room, but ſo alter'd by a late 
Fit of Sickneſ:; that I did not know her; but'on hear- 
ing me mention her Name ſhe flew to me, took me in 
her Arms, and thanked me for remembring her. In- 
deed, I always loved her, but the Inſtance her Lady had 
given me of her Virtue, render'd her much dearer to me 
than ever. 
Madam De G————conduRted me to the Apartment 
deſign'd for me, and I had ſcarce put off my 'Travel- 
ling Habit, when her Huſband, who had left us alone 
together, came in and aſk'd if I was ready to fes 
fome Company who were juſt arrived? I had no time to 
reply, that Moment the old Marquis enter'd follow'd' by 
his Son, and the Count De Saint Fal. I was all in Con- 
fuſion at the ſight of them, for though by all Circum- 
ſtances I concluded I was to meet them there, and that 
in this Houle I thould receive the Deciſion of my Fate, 
yet I could not help feeling at their Preſence, ſome Emo- 
tions to which I knew not well how to give a Name. 
The old Marquis complimented me on my Recovery, 
hut neither of the young Noblemen ſpoke a Syllable, 
nor ofter'd to approach me; I followed their Examwp'e, 
and directed my Diſcourſe wholly to him who had ipo- 
ken to me after I had wiſh'd him Joy on his 
looking ſo well, he told me that the Small-Pox in his 
Opinion had rather improved than any way diminiſt'd 
my Beauty; but as to my Son, aid he, it is quite other- 
wile, if ever he was happy in the Affections of the fair 
Sex, he mult not now expect a Cpntinuance of it; that 
rugged Face of his will entirely loſe him among the In- 
dies, This little Piece of Raillery' I thought touch'd 
me, and I could not keep myſelf trom anſwering, that 
the Love ofa Woman, who regarded only the Perſon of 
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a Man was little to be value]; but put the Caſe my 
dex were ail lo weak, the young Marquis had no Re- 
ton to be alarm'd unce he ſeem'd the ſame as ever in 
my Eyes. I took this Opportunity of giving him a 
Glance, which convey'd muca more of my Soul than 
was proper for me to reveal in Words You are very 
good, Jearetta, {aid the old Marquis, but partial Eyes 

ipy no Deſecte, fo 1 am not ſurprized at it. 
made no rep! y tothele Words, but bluſh'd and hung 
down my Head, as fearing 1 had already ſpoke too 
much. Ihe old Marquis ſeem'd all collected in 
himſeif, and run inating on ſomething very material 
in Compfailance to lim the whole Company were mute, 
and there Was a general Silence, for I believe the Space 
of Thice Minutzs.————{ knew rot what to think 
Hope and Fear by Tofns poſſe's'd me, and Sul- 


pence gave a luiry to my Spirits, which had it conti- 
need much longer, might | le e had a bad Effect on me. 
— — embed inwardly, and it was with Difficulty 


I kept my Conmenance {tom changing. when the Father 
et my Lover :e Aforificur De C if he had 
given O ders we ud net be nerrupted, to which the 
other antwering thyt he b or it 35 well per: ved he, then 
Cirying tome, ke in the following Terms. 

Ine Time is row come, my dear Feanetta, ſaid he, 
to put an Erd to ail your Troub/es, and to crown your 
Virtue- mut acknow edge that your Beauty, 
and your Vit mer.t : Fortuze ſuperior, to that wh ch you 
ar: 011g to enjoy; but yet thele Qualities would never 
have gain's d upan me to decide in your Favour ; it is 
tie Crooks YOu have givin me of your Virtue, and a cer- 
t in hlajel of Sentiment, which I could never have 


nnagic.'d in vou, witadut the Tryals you have been put 


10 ſevere in the enduring, I conſeſs, but glorious in 
tie End What theſe Proofs, or theſe 1 ryals were 
are yet a Secret to you; but I will ncw explain cond 


knew the Falion you had for my Son, as well as the Ex- 
ceis of bis for you ; but 1 knew not whether you 
were worthy of the cne or the other, or whether. either 
of you wer: worthy cf my Approbation, of your 
mutual Dehres, to prove you f.rit, I therefore aſſumed 


tie Lover, omitted nothing that I thought might gain 


your 
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ycur Favour, I went fo far as to offer to marry you, in 
order to diſcover whether a certain preſent Eſtabliſhment, 
might not tempt you to forego one altogether uncertain, 
and which according to the Sentiments I ſeem'd poſſeſt 
of, you had little Reaſon to hope would ever be your 
10. could not ſufler a Son for whom I had fo 
great Aſfection, ſhou!d run the Riſque of marrying a 
Woman, who had only Grandeur for her Aim, in en- 
gaging his Heart, and this was the Method 1 took to 
peretrate into the inmoſt Receſſes of yours. My 
Search diſcover'd even more than I could conceive of 
Fidelity, Tenderneſs, and Sincerity, and from that, I ſet 
104 Gown 25 worthy of him, as his conſidering your in- 
trinhc Merit, without any Regard to Birth or Fortune, 
render'd him worthy of you. : 
All that now remain'd, continued he, was to diſcover 
if this Son, ſo much beloved by me, deſerv'd I ſhould 
ſac-ifce tor his Contentment, all Memory of my Rank, 
and all Regard for public Cenſure, in conſenting to a 
Aten of tach Ditparity in Point of Blood. and this [ 
th.ught con'd be done by nothing, but his being willing 
to reſign a. tat was dear to him in Life, for my ſake. 
Had F:rfan ſucceeded in his Endeavours of finding 
where you were conceal'd, 1 ſhould have begun this Tryal 
by obli2ing my Son to conſeſs the Truth, and deliver you 
into my Hands. and this wou'a have ſaved both of you 
the many Dangers you have run; but Heaven, that has 
puniih'd my Preſumption in attempting to fathom like 
ittelf the Hearts of Men, after threatning to deprive me 
of my Sen, has been pleaſed to reſtore him to me, and 
lo preſerve a "Treaſure for him, with which his veryLife 
was wound up; and which was ever deltin'd to be his. 
My next Stratagem, dear T7eanetta, was that Pre- 
tended Fit cf Sickneſs, which every one imagin'd to be 
. real How, my Lord, cry'd the young Marquis, 
killing his Father's Hand, is it poſſible the cruel Con- 
dition in wlach you ſeem'd, ſhould be no more than 
counterfeited? No more, indeed, reply'd the Marquis, 
but let me proceed, and every thing hall be made clear. 
think, purſued he, I ated the part of a fick Man 
natura ly enough, nor was it di ſſicult for me to make it 
believed, as I would have it; Fofſan, whom I had taken 
into 
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Into Favour again, on the Service he had done me, in 


getting your Letter intercepted, was let into the Secret, 


as was allo my Phyſician, and two Valets-de-Chamhct, 
as theſe were the only People who came much about me, 
it was eaſy with their Aſſiſtance to impoſe on the relt of 
the Family——The Event anſwered my moſt ſanguine 
Wiſhes; and by ſacrificing your Love to me, have prox'd, 
you merit that I ſhould ſacrifice all the Scruples that 
might oppoſe your Happineſs Nor, added this excel- 
lent Nobleman, addreſſing himſelf to me, was I lefs ſa- 
tisfied with your complying with my Son's Requeſt, in {6 
tender and trying a particular Immediately had both 
your Virtues been rewarded you were juſt going to 
be united, when Nature too powerful for your generous 
Reſolution, retarded your Happineſs one Nlome:.: 
more, and my Son had been in Poſſeſſion of that Hand, 
you thought yourſelf about beſtowing upon me——; our 
fainting away, the Sickneſs which enlued, prevented the 
pleaſing Surpriſe J had prepar'd for you. Oh!how ſeverely 
did I then repent, my not diſcovering myſelf ſooner. 

But Heaven, whom I never ceaſed imploring, in Mer— 
Cy has reſtored you to me, and gives me the Power to 
finiſh what I have begun—————Approxch, my dear 
Son, continued he, taking me by the Hand, receive from 
me tha: Feanetta, for whom you ſo long have ſighed 
y yielding you have gained her, and in her a 
Jewel, you can never ſet too great a Value on. 2 

Never were Agitations equal to mine at that IHftant 

my Joy was ſo great it even became nag 
My Heart was full, and my Eyes poured oat'my Tran! 
the old Marquis himſelf dropt a Tear, Nlon- 
ſieur and Madam De 6 with generous Saint Fa/, 
joyned in this affecting Scene my Lover could not 
ſpeak, but we both fell at the Feet of him, whom we 
now look'd upon as more than a Father. 

Riſe, my dear Children, ſaid he, I am truly happy in 
what I have done——but yet this is not all that Prudence 
requires, every one ought to have ſome regard to the 
World I have concerted Meaſures ſo, as to keep the 
Extraction of Feanetta a Secret we that know her, 
know her to be greater in her Qualifications than any 
Birth could make her, but conſidering what Slayes we 


arg 


Virgin's Victory. 399 
are to Prejudice, I think it Policy to impoſe on thoſe of 


m) own Rank, and pretend her deſcended of a Race, 
which has no Exiſtence, but in my on Invention. 


In fire, I have made every thing ready for the Cele- -* 
bration of your Nuptials—T he Contract you both fign'd, 


and has coſt ſo many Tears, is drawn in your Names 
ſo, my dear Child, faid he to me ſmiling, you 
ſee I did not forget my Son, the Uneaſineſs you expreſt 
on the Account of a Proviſion for him, was without foun- 


dation, but you may remember, I then told you we 
ſuould all be farisfied, and I think I have kept my Word. 
I have nothing now more to inform you of, than 
that as ſoon as I found you were recovered, I came to 


theſe worthy Friends, and related to them the whole At- 


fair; but 1 enjoyned Secrecy, becauſe I was willing to be 
the firſt, from whom you ſhould receive the News of your 
Happinels. 

Thus ended the Marquis his obliging Speech, fain 
would J have given Vent to the Extacy of my Soul, in 
the moſt tender and grateful Acknowiedgements, but 
Nodeſty reſirained my Tongue 
he threw himſelf twenty times at his Father's Feet, kiſs'd 
his Hands as often, and ſeemed even wild, with Gra- 
titude and Joy After ſome time ſpent in Acknow- 
ledgemerits on our Parts, and Congratulations on the 
other, the Marquis told me, that my-Father and Mother 
were in the Houle, he having defired Monſieur De G— 
to ſend for them, in order to be Witneſſes of my Marriage, 
tho' as yet they knew not on what Occaſion they were 
invited ; but gave me to underſtand, they muſt return 
no more to their Cottage, it being not conſiſtent with the 
Mealures he had taken of concealing who I really was 
they ſhall not be Loſers by it, ſaid he with a Smile, 


I will give you my Eſtate De F A , 
which is „ hundred Miles off, and will bring you in 


twenty thuufand Livres a Year —— you ſhall live 


there with them, and your Huſband, till I find a pro- 
per time to have you nearer me ; but your Parents ſhall 
remain there, and enjoy it for theis whole Lives, and 
that will be an Attonement for quitting their native 
Place you';! have time enough to inſtru them, in 

your 


net ſo my Lover, 
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* 


your Journey, how to behave: it is not very difficult to 


aſſume an Air of Eaſe, when one is really at eaſe. 

How excellently good was this ! how greatly did 
this worthy Nooleman requite all my Sufferings on his 
Account! but if 1 ſhould attempt to ſpeak my Grati- 
tude, it would be impoſing a Taſk upon myſelf, which 
I ſhould never be able to perform, and I have often 
thought, that it is on ſuch Occafions, that we are 
truly ſenſible, how inſufficient the Organs of the Body, 
are to repreſent the Ideas of the Soul. 

Hitherto I never had Courage to own to the old Mar- 
quis that Barbara was my Aunt, but the Profuſion of 
Kindneſs he now treated me with, emboldened me to it; 
on which he ſaid, I am glad of it, we fhall make one 
more Perſon happy. 

This dear and worthy Father of myLover, informed 
us alſo, for before he had not Time to do it, for Subjects 
more intereſting, that he had retained in his Service, on- 
ly thoſe who attended him in his pretended Sickneſs, and 
diſcarded the others to prevent Diſcovery— I have 
diſmifled For/an too, Kid he, becauſe he once was im- 
pertinent, and exceeded his Commiſſion, but have pro- 
vided ſo well for him, that he has no Reaſon to com. 

in. 

My Happineſs was too perfect to admit of Reſentment, 
and I interceeded with ſo much Eagerneſs, that he might 
be admitted to partake of the common Joy, that he was 
again received into the Family, and as I have ſpoke of 
his ill Behaviour,'tis but ju in me to ſay, that after hev.as5 
ſo, he never gave any Cauſe for Diſcontent. 

Madam De G——— perceivingevery thing was (et- 
tled, reminded us of going to Supper: every one ſeem'd 
ready to agree to her Propoſal, the Satisfaction of the 
Heart generally gives a good Appetite——'cho I dare 
anſwer”, that till ſhe ſpoke, the young Marquis, any more 
than myſelf, never once thought of it————as we (at 
at Table, I could read Impatience in his Eyes, perhaps 
too mine ſpoke the ſame Language. I have in the be- 
ginning of theſe Memoirs promiſed Sincerity, and have 
always maintained it, I will not therefore in the 2 
cälulio 
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Virgin's Victory. 5 
cluſion deviate : 'tis certain I longed to have my Hap- 
pire(s compleated, nor is it to be wondered at, ſince I had 


experienced too many Diſappointments to be ſecure of a- 
ny thing till I had it in poſſeſſion ; but bleſſed be Hea- 


ven they were now all over, and all ill Fortune quite for- 


{cok me. 

When Supper was ended, I flewto my Apartment, 
where my Father, Mother, and Aunt attended to ſpeak 
with me, tho? they little thought on what Buſineſs, 1 
pretently diſcoveted myſelf to them, fell at their Feet, 
entteated their Forgiveneſs that I had deceived them by 
a fiftitious Name, acquainted them with my Reaſons 
for ſo doing, and the Honour I was at laſt raiſed to 
Tears and Embraces could alone expreſs their Joy, — 
my Mother, preſſing my Cheeks cloſe to hers, cryed, Hea] 
ven be praiſed—1 told them in two Words what was in- 
tended for them, and then propoſed to my dear Aunt, 
wao could hardly be perſuaded I was her Neice, either 
to accompany us,' or return to her beloved Village, 
offering her my Father's Houſe, and Money to buy a 
Piece of Land to it=»—— No, no, my dear Neice, cry- 
ed ſhe, ſince Providence has ordained it to be fo, I am 
for no Village, when you are not there you ſaw 
| quitted it to follow you, when I little thought the ſame 
Blood ran in both our Veins, and do you think PII 
ever leave you now - Beſides your Affairs are to be a 
Secret, and I wont ſo fardeceive you as to ſay, I could 
keep myſelf from telling the whole Story to every 
Body, atleaſt to the Curate, and then I am ſure it would 
ſoon go through the Pariſh. I could not forbear, {mi- 
ling at her honeſt Simplicity; but begged ſhe would 
revertheleſs be on her Guard for my ſake ; her Reply 
was, that I had nothing to fear, provided ſhe kept 


ont of her Village, as I had experienced in the Time 


ſhe had lived with me 


It cannot be ſuppoſed, that any of us, eſpecially my 
ſelf, flept much that Night Exceſs of Joy is as 


great an Enemy to Repoſe, as Excuſs of Grief— all 
my paſt Sufferings occurred to my Remembrance, ant 
leightened the Idea of that Happineſs, I was going to 
Foy 


the whole Family to whom I had been al- 
ways 
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ways dear, partook in my Felicity, and were up much 
before the uſual Hour Cbriſtina came into my 
Chamber, to aſſiſt me in dreſſing for the ſacred Ceremony 
——MMmy Mother and Aunt followed her, but I had ſcarce 
my Cloaths on, when the impatient Marquis ran up 
tairs, and cryed, through the Key-Hole, every thing is 
ready my Angel they wait for you. The Door being 
to him, he flew to me and taking me in his 

Arms, kiſs'd me with ſuch an eagerneſs, as made me bluſh 
to Death, after this he ſaluted my Mother and Aunt with 
t Tenderneſs, calling them by thoſe affectionate 

James, and then turning to me, cried, what is it we ſtay 
for now ? his abrupt Eagerneſs made me ſmile, and gi- 
ving him my Hand, he led me to the great Drawing- 
Room. The old Marquis, Monſieur and Madam De G—, 
with the Count De Saint Fal, and my Father received us, 
and conducted us to the Chappel, where before the holy 
Altar thoſe Vows were made, which are never to be 
broke, and which my dear Marquis continues to affure 
me, he no more than myſelf, ever once repented of, that 
charming Ceremony, authorizing the molt paſſionate En- 
dearments, they are laſting as they are great. 

The old Marquis's Scheme for concealing my Extrac- 
tion was punctually put in Execution, and tha' there were 
many inquiſitive, and buſy Tongues, employed concern- 
ing our Marriage, their Diſcourſe made no Impreſſion 
to diſturb our Peace——Entirely taken up with our own 
Happineſs, all foreign Objects are unworthy our Attention 
Two Sons and a Daughter, are the Fruits of our 
mutual Loves ; amidſt the great World, 'tis in my own 
Family I find my Pride and Pleaſure, my dear Mar- 
quis even more, if poſſible, my Lover, ſince he became 
my Huſband, joins with me in paternal Fondneſs, and 
we enjoy that true Felicity, which only Virtue 
„and only virtuous Minds be capable of re- 
ceiving. O, may our Example have many Imi- 
tators, and all who — the ſame Methods, be attended 
with the ſame Bleflings ! Tr 
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